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VOCABULARY 


OF 

PEKSIAN, UINDOSTANI3 AND OTHER ORIENTAL 

WORDS 

KMrLOYKD IN THIS VOLUJtr. 


AJtnItzije. Tlie name of one of tlie great AfTglian tribes. 

Aloo-haloo. The ^viId sour cherry. 

Aman. The ciy for mercy — quarter. 

Amccr. Commander or chief. 

Am, A small coin ; sixteen of wliich maJce a rupee. Its 
value is about three lialfpence. 

Ashurpec. A inohur — a gold coin. Its value is about 
thirty shillings English. 

Ayah. A female attendant — a nurse, 

Bahadur. A bravo — a boaster or braggadocio; also a 
brave man — a hero. 

Bahadur (verb). To boast or brag. 

Bala Biissar. Upper citadel — royal palace. 

Barats. Legal documents — assignments — promissory 
notes. 

Bandtzye. The name of one of the five great Dooranee 
tribes. 

Bash or bosh. Nothing — humbug. 

Bashee. A head-man. 

B&danas. A sort of mulberry. 

Behmaru. The name of a village near Cabul. The word 
signifies the husbandless.” 

Bhanghys. Baggage. — Boxes. They are boxes hung at 
each end of a pole and carried on a man’s shoulder. 

Bheestees. Water-carriers. 

Bhoosa or Boussa. Chopped straw — chaff. Bindostani. 
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llhoodlhtrt rrc«fnts. 

JJthLtn Kxcaratrtrs — s ipjy r<. 

Difurj or Tifry A fortificil h>ll or tower 
Gtfta — present* — ifo«<y»ri 

Jiukhtfutil A Maliomiucilan The festival of the 

yoat; hcl\ to eoniim morale the lu'^torr of Abraham anvl 
l^hmacl (Iw) 

7?Kn»eaA A IraVr — a corn-merchant or ilcalcr in pT*in^ 
llour, 

(’.^^1 A caravan — a convoy 
Cujj A tmtl of fiirre 
CanpixKhrti rvrtcr* 

CAooaey An encampment -^canlontnunl* 

Charj\'y$ A l*ei\ on four poh-s with ropc^ mxHM over 
them 

CArt,'fiA A mramrc for pram, Si.c The Kth part of a 
>ecr, or ftlwut ^ ounce-* rr;:U*h 
CAeN>\'mf Small thich mat*, on wlKhalaTc* «*i alU 
*it o- 

(’Au7a» ITie part of the hooVaJi» or j ip**, co-tainTr- iV 
b-htixl toWeoa — hencv* n**al f ir the pijx' itnlf 

f'Ai^^iunfAfc A wa*Kantl-l>a*5n 
A lamp 

CA kmA a of el ^ 

(’A jli^ \ j«\l»ec nation 

t’Axsl A I ariar — » *irevt. Alxit* p< rtxirtrf lln^tavni 
ciex*»'/ t V tl-e native Clucf* f'* l>n"ptO': t’ | cj». o, 
an I f r tceju-;* tie trPvx in the\ V 
f *A *v\!ry The c^T<’i' man or { <•*.! * f » t Ataar 
f'A.r'iA \»'^evto-vr!J. 
f A n **'ai k — » • jr^ n«- — ■ » Arav 
C'AvAfc* (VTfbh foat'a M » m,ht — t I v f’rvJt'i 

f'Avp^j'* ei Vtl »v«n-*l caVr*. ma-l^ cf ii’ala. 

< A C' f — » a-’ U an- ? a I » ' i-r 

I lx** A t'T el An nn' rr-ha *Tf 
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XI 


ComponmL An enclosed space — tlic ground round a 
house. 

Cossul, A courier — an express — n foot nicsscngcr. 
Crorc. Ten laklis of rupees, or one million ])OUnds sterling. 
D(V\. Letter post. 

Dallies, Jhiskcts for fruits, &c. — j)anniers, 

Deivan, A steward. 

Dhal, A kind of split pea — jmlse. 

Dhoolctj, A palanquin for the sick. 

Dhpe. Sour curds. 

Doarauce, The general name of the five grout tribes; the 
Topulr.yc — linrukzyc — Is urzye — IJannizye and Ah- 
khuzye. 

Durhar, Levee. 

Dnffhdar, A non-connnissfoned ofiiccr of cavufiy. 

Jilchce, An ambassador — an agent. 

Eusofzijcs, An Affghan tribe north of Pesliawcr. 

Faliirs. Devotees — mendicants. 

Fatcha. Tlie prayer for the reigning inonarcli — a part of 
the ^lahommedan service; the reading of Avhich is equi- 
valent to doing homage. 

Fo'ivghccs, Europeans — Franks — foreigners. 

Fernez, Sweet curds. 

Fouj, An army. 

Ghee, Clarified butter. 

Ghuzee or Ghazcca, A champion of religion — a fanatic. 
Gilzyc, The name of a great. Atrghan tribe. 

Goh'oiccd, Dumbfounded — at a iwn^plns, 

Godoicns, Storehouses — granaries. 

Golces, Balls — bullets. 

Golitndaz, Artillerymen — literally, throwers of balls. 

Goor. Coarse brown sugar or molasses. 

Goorhlia. A native of Nepaul ; literally “ Cowherd." 

Gulas. Cherries. 

Eamamn. A hot bath — baths ; commonly written Ifum^ 
mums. . ‘ 
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Jfaai, A meafurc equal lo half a yard — a cubiL 
UatHdar. A seijcant m the native troops. 

Jfoixr^Bashts The king’s IkxIj guani The troriU imply 
“ Ever ready.” 

//eoSm An order — pcnni««ion — the stottl of commam! 
Ilootseinfe-Ant^oor A peculiarly Gne sort of grape, of im- 
TOcn«c sire, called “ the bull’s eye " 

J(»Jt Kohtvl The seven pa!«es 
Jlttrkant A me»«en"€T 
Janhaz The AGglian cavalry 
Jee Ltfe-— rpint-— “ with nght pocKlTnll " 

Jtrrga An assembly or council — a diet 

Jevtniiar A native officer holding the rank of li*.utcnant 

Jhafn A raft 

\VaIt piece*, carrying a ball of almut n quarter of 
a pound 
Jorobt lh>ot* 

Jtot^ TIic fight or battle 

Jinrasf Voung men 

Juztttl Tlic long rifle of the Aflglians 

J}tca\lcK(ttt Uiflcmcn 

Kaffrt InfnhN 

haft-’— free h*int4hc(L 
A'orij»eAer A treasurer — a irej«nry 
KtthmttA llai«ifn — 

KXa* A hf Heman In Cal ,d ibe title Is tMumetl I y etcry 
one 

KMW't Dret'cv of iKTiour 
Kko^’^t Tlic prasirr f if the king 
Ktrlfr A incket or win 1 jtr 

hV» A m. a >ur\ if d earvre, r<|nal t«) al«tut tw» I igl ih 

miles 

A fjrt. 

Kvti^ls Tty*i Tlie narre ff a j*at* — • t teraJli, l*;emwn 
of ll « motit ta M. 

Ket'tLi .Ifsrtfcf The ujrf '# Jtiii 
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Kiijavas. Camel-panniers, 

KuJassy.' A tent pitcher — a baggage servant. 

Kulma. The Mahommedan creed. 

KuneJi. A private dwelling. 

Kurtoot The name of a village — literally, the donkey\s 
mulberry. 

Kurtoar^ or Khurwali. A measure ; equal to 700 lbs. En- 
glish. 

Kuzzilbashes, Persians ; or persons of Persian descent, re- 
siding in Cabul. 

Kijde* Prison. The root of the vulgar English quod ” — to 
put in quod. 

Kysee. The white apricot. 

Lalth. One hundred thousand. 

Lalth of Rupees. Ten thousand pounds sterling. 

Larye. A battle — an engagement. 

Lascar. An attendant on guns, magazines, &c. 

LoongJiee, The cloth of a turban. 

Loot Plunder. 

Loot (verb). To sack — to plunder. 

Mast Curds. 

Maund^ A measure of grain ; about 80 lbs. English. 
Maiish. A sort of grain. 

Meerza. A secretary — a Mahommedan -writer. 

Meer Wysc. A teacher — the high priest. 

Mehmandar. A cicerone — a man of all work- — a fac- 
totum. 

Mehter. A class of camp-followers — a sweeper. 

Molitir. A coin, generally gold ; its value is about thirty 
slnllings English. 

Moollali. A priest. 

Moong. Pulse. 

Moonshee. A secretary or Interpreter. 

Muezzin, The call of the Faithful to prayers. 

Mushli, A leathern bag for holding water — a goat’s skin. 
Musjid, A temple or place of worship. 
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N^ura A set of drums which the natives beat to announce 
the presence of the king or an7 greit chief 
Aai& A deputy or lieutenant 
AhicA A corporal m the native troops 
Kal A horsc'^hoc 
Kajhvniis ramers 
Kalkee A palanquin 
Anns Cakes of bread (? Latin, Aunona.) 

AatronJ A prince Nabob 
A’itmr A master of the household 
Neemcheet A kind of spencer made of sheep-fkms 
Neencha A coat 

No roz Ihe Vernal Equvno-v Tlie hlohammedan New 
Year’s Day 

AViiJl The bed of a river , also U'»cd for a river 
Numdas Coarse Alt carpets 

Odoos Tlie tribes or clans To summon the Ooloo^, 
answers to our calling out the militia” 

Ooneei Open-woTk lattices 

Ottah or Attah Ground wheat — flour, or rather what « 
called pollard 
Palkte A palanquin 
Patt A kind of tent 
Pe$h KhtdmuU Attendant^ 

Pdlatt A dish of meat and ricc 

Poiha JCAniwi An armoury 

Poshften A slieep-^km , al*o a fur^pcbs^c 

PniT\tio The language of the natives of Aff^hanistan. 

T’^onia Loo<e troirser? 

Paj A po> Lrnmcnl — a juov ince 
Pajiih A pnnee 
Pessalah A troop of horse 
Jte:m or Pesniz A counterpane a quHt 
A Ted 

A silver coin , its value w about two shillmgi 

Fngli'h 
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Saccs, A groom. 

JSaJiib, Sir — master. 

Salaam. Salutation. To make salaam — to pay one’s re- 
spects. 

Seer. A measure ; about equal to two lbs. English. 

Shah Bagh. The king’s garden. 

Shah Giizccs or Shahghasscs. Tlie household troops — the 
“ )'Comen of the guard.” Officers of the court. 
Shah^zada. A king’s son — a prince. 

Shaln. Red cotton cloth from Turkey. 

Shihar. Field sports. 

Shihargtirs. Hunting grounds — preserves. 

Shohe. A hobby — a mania. 

Shroffs. FTativc bankers — mone}^ changers. 

Shnbhoon. A surprise at night. 

Shyfan. The devil. 

Siah Sung. The black rock. 

Stalls. A large sect of the i\fahommedans ; opposed to the 
Soonces. 

Sipahees. The native Ilindostanee troops. Sepoys. 
Sir-uchusm. The name of a village — the words signify 
“ the head of the spring.” 

Sirdar. A general. The title assumed l)y Mahomed Akbar 
Khan. 

Sirdar-i-Sirdan. The chief of the generals. Generalis- 
simo. 

Soonees. A large sect of the Mahommedans. 

Suladar. A native officerj holding the rank of captain. 
Sugs.^ Dogs. A term of contempt. 

Sungali. Breast work. Fortifications. 

Surda. A species of melon. The cold melon. 

Surwans or SuTnvons. Camel drivers — grooms. 

Setringees. A kind of small carpet. 

Suicars. Horsemen — troopers. 

Syud. The title of a chief of the Ooloos. 

Syud. A holy man — a saint. 
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S^uds A sect of the Slahommcdans , clajmm^ to bo the 
descendants of the prophet , and who therefore wear the 
green turban 
Tattoes Pomes 

Topes Tombs — mounds— harrows There arc ‘•evcral 
m Aflrtjhanistan, bmlt in the time of Alexander 
Topshee Sashee The commander of the artiUcrv “ The 
mastct'gcncral of the ordnance’ 

Tttrnasook The red plum 
T^khana A cellar 

Vru/zt/e' An Affihan tnbe north of Pcshawcr 
Vakeel A deputy — a commissioner — one who acts or ne« 
gotiatcs for another 
Wazeer Viaicr 
Wuzeerai The office of vizier 
.Yummuff Coarse blankets 
Iflfcww Aflghan pomes 

Yaghy Hebclhons — m a »tatc of reliclJion — or of in- 
dependence 
Zenana A harem 
Zerdaloos Apricots 
Zitzilla An earthtjuake 

Zubbenlutt Overbearing — “ with the strong ann ” 

ZuTwi A dwelling 
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INTRODUCTION. 

* ^ ^ I have not only dailj’' 

noted down events as they oceurred, but often have 
done so hourly. I have also given the reports of 
the day, the only information we possessed ; also 
such news as was telegraphed from the Bala Hissar, 
or sent in by the King or by Capt. Conolly to tlic 
Envoy; and many other reports brought by 
Atfghan gentlemen of Cajit. Sturt’s* acquaint- 
ance, and by others of lower degree, who having 
had dealings with him in the engineer depart- 
ment and public works, and having received kind- 
ness from liim, gave hun such intelligence and 
warning as was in their power : all of which he 
communicated [to his superior officers] at differ- 
ent times ; but the warnings were not attended to ; 
and as when he gave his advice it was seldom 

* Lady Sale’s son-in-la-\r. • . 
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atUiercd to, he became disgusted, and contented 
himself n*ith zealously performing his duties and 
making Jumself gcncTally useful, acting tlic part of 
an artillery ofBcer as ivell as that of an engineer. 
Had poor Sturt’s life been spared, it u as his in' 
tention to have worked up my Bough Kotc^, 
and to have added much \ aluablc information ; he 
was too much o^cnvo^kcd to afford leisure to gi\e 
me assistance at the time. His plans, drawinga, 
&.C., with his public and private papers, were lost, 
except a note or tuo that were, just a feu da^s 
before V.C left Cabul, put with my Journal. I 
helieic sectoral j>cople kept an account of these 
proceedings, hut all except self lo-t all they 
Ind u ritten ; and had recourse to memory after- 
wards. I Io«t c\cry thing except the clothes 1 
wore; and therefore it may appear strange that I 
thould ha^c sa^cd thcec pa[>cr3. The mastery i-», 
houocr, easily Eobed. jVftcr c^cry thing wa^ 
packed on the night before we left Cabul, I sat 
up to add a few linos to the events of thcdi), 
and the next morning 1 jnit them in a Etnall Iwg 
tmd lied them round mj uai«t. 1 am indebted to 
Capt.Soutcr, of 11. Jl. *1 ith Ilegirncnt, for a plan, 
from recollection, of the cantonment ami fort*. 
Tlj(‘5naccumcic«, if any, arc but trifling; and it i* 
Eunickntly clear to indicate the fxiyitfoo* ot the 
principal places alluded ta 
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A niucli better narrative of past events might 
have been written, even by myself ; but I have 
preferred keeping my Jom'nal as originally written, 
when events were fresh, and men’s minds were 
biassed by the reports of the day, and even hour. 

It is easy to argue on the wisdom or folly 
of conduct after the catastrophe has taken place. 
With regard therefore to our cliiefs, I shall only 
say that the Envoy has deeply paid for his attempt 
to out diplomatize the Affghans. Gen. Elphinstone, 
conscious that his powers of mind had become 
enfeebled with those of his body, finding there 
was no hope of Gen. Nott’s arrival to assume the 
command, called in another officer to his aid, 
who had but one object in view (to get back, at 
all hazards, to Hindostan). He aveiTed that a re- 
treat to the Bala Hissar was impossible, as Ave 
should haA^e to fight our way (for one mile and a 
half ) ! If we could not accomplish that, hoAv Averc 
Ave to get through a Aveek’s march to J ellalabad ? 
Once in the Bala Hissar, aa^McIi avouM have been 
easily defended by one thousand men, Ave should 
haA’'e had plenty of troops for foraging pui’poses ; 
and the Aullageof Ben-i-shehr, just under the Bala 
Hissar, Avould have gh'en us a twelvemonth’s pro- 
visions if we had only made the demonstration of a 
night march, to have the appearance of taking them 
by force. Sallies from thence might also haA’^e been 

B 2 
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un^c into tlie town, where there was aUvajs a 
party, particularly the Ivuzzilbashc^ who would 
ha\c co\crtIy as^Uted us, until oiir returning 
fortunes pennitted them to do so openU . 

Independent of ^*3 detennination to re* 

turn to India, he often rcfu‘?cd to gi>o any 
opinion a^hcn a«hcd for it by the General, a 
cautious measure w hereby he probably hojicd to 
escape the obloquy tint ho expected w ould attach 
to the council of war, composed of Gen. Elplun- 
etonc, Brig. Shelton, Bng. Anqnctil, and Col. 
Chambers. I might say nominally conipo«cd ; nu- 
merically it wa« much more extended. C.apt- 
Grant, with cold caution, ob>tnictcd c\ci:^’ enter- 
prise, and threw all ^ro'^siblc difficulties in the wa\ ; 
Capt. Bcllcw was full of doubts and snggc«tIou«, 
all tending to liampor and rctanl oporatiom ; and 
numbera of young men ga^c much gratuitous 
nd\icc; in fict, the greater part of the night was 
«pcnt in confuring the General’s ideas, instead of 
allowing a sick man time b^ rc‘«t to imigoratclus 
powers. Brig. Shelton was in the habit of taking 
)ii« rezai with him, and King on the floor during 
the-c di«cn«don«, wljcn sleep, whclhcr real or 
feigned, was a rc«ourcc nctain«t replying to disa- 
greeable question*. Major Thain, a sincere friend 
and gcKxl aiUi-^cr of lltc GcncralV, withdrew in 
di*gu‘t from the council; and Sturt, whowascrer 
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rend}' to do any tlnng or gh’C liis oj)inion when 
ashed, from tlic same feeling no longer proflered it. 

As a proof that Sir William i\Iaonaghteu’s 
confidence in Shah Shoojah was latterly much 
shaken, he wrote to the Governor of India, pro- 
posing tliat, if it really should be proved tliat 
His jMajesty Avas acting treacherously against us, 
the Host should be restored to his country. Hut 
it is very doubtful whether this despatch ever 
reached the Governor- General. 

I shall not refer back to many small insurrec- 
tions that took place, butonl}' allude to tlic events 
that immediately preceded the grand insurrection 
at Cabul. 

I believe I haA'e indifierently written the name 
of a village as Hehmaru and Behmaru ; it is called 
both, but Behmaru is the correct name, signifying 
the husbandless: Helmiani Avouldbc the Husband’s 
Village. It takes its name from a romantic legend 
of a girl of rank betrothed to a chief Avho Avas 
said to haA'e been slain in combat, and she con- 
seqiuently pined aAvay and died also; but the lover 
recovered from liis Avounds, and placed a stone, 
said to be one of those white ones that look Wee 
Avomen in Bourkhor, over her grave on the Beh- 
mani lull ; and Avhen he died he Avas buried Ijeside 
her, Avith a similar stone to mark the spot. 
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CABUL. 

Sqjtemherf 1841. — Sir'V\’'illjam Macaagh ton ob- 
tained a force to be sent out to UieZoormut country. 
A ebief, contcmptijozisly designated as a roblwr, 
was said to Im c gone into the town of Zalio beyond 
Gurtlcz. The infonnation given to Capt* Hay, com- 
manding one of the Shah’s corps, represented the 
place as contemptible. lie ^Ycnt tbero with some 
few troops supported by guns, found that the place 
was much stronger than he had supposed, and 
that he could not do anything against U, and that 
he w.a? fired at from six forts. On this intelligence 
reaching Cahid, a large forco wa*? sent out on the 
28th of September, under Col. Oliver of the 5th, 
consisting of Imlf of Capt. Abbott’s battery, tno 
iron ninc-ponnilcr g«ns,a aring of the 4 llh Queen’s, 
the 5tli N. I., Capt. 'Warburton’s gun*, Capt. 
Bachbou-'c's mountain train, Anderson’s horse, 
the Kohistan coqn, and two others of the Shah’s, 
with the lung’s fapi»ers and miners and the Ilia- 
do'tancc rappers and miners under Capt. Sturt, as 
role engineer. 

T!»e first day’s march n a* through ttic city, with 
narrow street? and eliaqi tuniing*, Mvy unfa- 



CABUL. 7 

vorablc for guns, as was also a bad road afterwards, 
u nullali, and a. steep ascent ; all wliicli cu'cnm- 
stanccs kept tbciu from getting into camp until 
late in .the evening ; after that the road was good, 
with the exception of the Al- Timor pass, which 
was vciy steep. Tt rises 9600 feet above the level 
of the sea. TJic crest was represented as being as 
much as a man on horseback could surmount, and 
the artillery would never have l.)ccn got over it had 
not the natives given their assistance : 800 of them 
dragged the guns up. The great difficulty (as far as 
I could learn) lay, not so much in the acclivity, ns 
ill the roughness of the road, which was perfectly 
filled with huge blocks of stone. Here it was 
dreadfully cold, and snow fell. Bcj’ond this pass 
the peojfic of the country fled, abandoning their 
property, and consequently their suficring must 
be very great in the ajqjroaching winter. 

The chiefs declared that they were ready to sub- 
mit, but the orders were peremptory to destroy 
the .forts that had fired on the Shah’s troops. 
Lieut. Jolm ConoUy and Lieut. Burnet (54th) 
chiipao’d* AJcrain Kdian, riding sixty miles at night 
with .300 horsemen. They siu’prised the chief, his 
wives, and families ; it was however done through 
the treachery of the chief’s son-in-law, who dis- 


See Vocabulary for tliis and other Oriental terms. 
B 4 
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do cd Ins retreat Tlie blnli Ins ordered A.Vnm 
Ivlian’s execution "\Vlnl«t thc«c c\ ent** were going 
on, disturbances bad broken out near Cabul, where 
much bad occurred to incite the chiefs to ri^c In 
former times, under the feudal sy^tcinjU ben the « 0 “ 
’lercign of Cabiil required troops cacli bold clucf- 
tain came fonvard with bis retainers, but the c vn'?- 
wls bad been taken from tlicm, and n ere embodied 
in corp« commanded bj Bnti h ofiiccr^, to wliom 
tbej oued no nflcction, and only paid a forced 
obedience, vibibt tbcir hearts ucre nitb tbcir na- 
tional rcbgion , their clucrs power u as non grcatl} 
limited, and the chouk giiarantectl to tlicm was 
withheld on the plea that the Company !nd com- 
mandetl retrenchment » lUit the saMng requited 
l»l Goicmmcnt was a curtailment of llio cerpenee^ 
which were defrajed bj its oivn nipcc‘>, whereas 
the 10,000 riipcc'^ now the subject i f dispute were, 
in fact, no saN in^; at all to 11 % as tliat monej \ as 
rcicr jwid bj the Companj, but wo'^ the choul 
tr monej cacuccd to the chiefs out of the revenue 
or dues owing to t!ic King, on condition of thoir 
enforcing the puhmi*^ion of the petts cliicfs ami 
the jmincntof their jtnt*^. Tins sum whether p:u 1 
to Shah Shoojali or not, would ties cr haie rcjdin- 
i*hcil the lion. Company h niul I) up- 

holding the Shall m Mich an net of aggrv i n w< 
couqm)im*cil our faith, and rainetl a J'vttv g • 
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auc the Nlgcrowians, Ashilat some neighbouring 
tribes, who ]iad a blood feud uith them, should 
make the attack. Plans of tlzc countiy ucrc cent 
in, witii imaginary roads drawn ou them from 
various points, whilst supers cning obstacles to the 
nnreh of an army, such as hills aud passcs, w ere 
omitted. TIic scheme w as not considered, feasible, 
in conscfiucnce of the ad^ anced state of the season, 
it being now October, aud from the apprehension 
that the cold w ould destroy the camels requisite 
to carry the tents and prm isions. 

dth Ocloher. — The 35th N. I., conniiandcd b} 
Cob Slontcath, C. 13., with two eix-poundi.r gun-* 
under Lieut. Dawes, were suddenly sent at n 
day's notice to Bhoodkhak, partly as being tho 
first inarch tow.\rds the provinces (they fonning .i 
iwrt of S do's, or the 1st brigade), and pirtly in 
consequence of tho disturbances. 

1 \tlu — Tile 13 th light infintry, commanded b^ 
Lleut.-Col. Dcnnic, C. 11., were also stut at a feu 
liOiirs* notice to llhoodkhak; but as they were not ' 
to proceed on their march until tlic .irrival of 
Capt. Abbott witli his guns, I remained at C.d>ut 
with my daughter, ^In;. Sturt, wlio had been 
btajing with us during her husLajurs ub-tenco 
with Cob OluerV forec; and Sale took his de- 
lurture from C.ibul, fully t\pe^:ti.jg me to follow 
him ui tlux'e dajs .it the Hte*»t. 

l2tA, — Tlic I3lh and 35th, with the two gum 
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under Dawes, moved forward, the whole under 
Sale, their object being to go through the Khoord 
Cabul pass, and place the 35 th iST. I. in an ad- 
vanced position at Khoord Cabul, after which the 
13th were to fall back again on Bhoodkhak. 
This movement was effected, but with consider- 
able loss. The Khoord Cabul is a narrow defile, 
enclosed by high and rugged rocks; it is said 
that the number of the enemy did not exceed 60 
men, but they possessed considerable advantage 
over our troops in their knowledge of the countiy 
and ill the positions they took up ; for until they 
commenced firing, not a man was known to bo 
there. They were . concealed behind rocks and 
stones, and by a stone breastwork that they 
had hastily thrown up, behind ivliich, on our 
troops entering the pass, they laid in wait, and 
aiipeared to pick off the officers in particular. 
The number of the enemy were, however, under- 
rated, as I am assured there were fully 200 of 
them. The 35 th lost, in killed and wounded, 
about 40 men ; and Capt. Younghusband, of the 
same corps, was badly wounded in the foot. The 
13th had 8 men killed and 19 wounded. Gen. 
Sale was wounded in the left leg; the ball 
entered near the anlde, shivered the small bone, 
and was taken out from the skin on the other 
side where it had lodged. Lieut. Mein of the 

B 6 
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13tb, while leading Iiia company up to tlic brcait- 
uorlv, was severely and dangerouhly wounded iu 
the head; the skull was fractured by the ball, 
which entered it. Lieut. Oakes, of tlic same 
regiment, luvd alaO a ■Ncry narrow Cacape, being 
wounded in tlic head aUo. It rained very lica\il> 
that night, and tlio 13th lud the full benefit of it, 
for tlicy were out all night, having two alertcs; 
one of the sentries was mortally wounded, being 
shot on Ins post. Exertions were made to dis* 
cOTCT the per»ons who fired on our sentries: 
three men were seized who had in their poa- 
bCsaion the soldier’s belt, which was a tokrabic 
evidence of criminality; but tlic Envoy wrote to 
k ly, tliat the people about tlie King caid tlut those 
men were good men and true, and they were to 
be relcascel w ithout any punishment I 

IZtfi, — Two comjiamcs of the 37tli X. L and 
tuo guns under Mr. "Waller, were tent to rclnforte 
the 13ili at Ehoodhluih, leaving only the re- 
naindtr of the 37th in c,antonmtnts, and no gum-, 
bhould there be a rising in Cabul, we *>houId be 
entirely without the means of defence. 'I’hc 
SJiah’s troojw liavemoic<l from thcirc;imp bduiul, 
to Slah Sung, for protection, as, from the fiirec 
wlileh luii gone with C<»1. Oliver, tlay luve nut 
;^umls enough to protect their camivor jheitorei* 

1 ft there *, their -entries arw firvel ou coiVstantU.* 
Lieut. Ma>ne-, of the Skah’s service was rtjmrud 
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to have been shot Avhcii going his rounds last night, 
but it was a mistake j the suwar who accompanied 
him Avas the suflercr. 

A poor woman, a ]Mrs. Smith, the wife of a 
conductor, ayus travelling Aip the Boluu pass to 
Kandahar, Avith a few suAvars as a guard. She 
AA'as attacked by the Bcloochcs; tlic sinvars fled, 
i\Irs. Smith got out of her palkcc and ran a sliort 
" distance, but Avas soon overtaken and killed ; the 
body Avas not plundered, and her rings Avcrc 
found on her fingers, and her earrings in her cars; 
not that they committed the act from hatred to 
the Feringhees and disdain of jjlundci’, but that, 
according to the superstition of these tribes, it is 
a most unlucky circumstance to kill a Avoman ; 
and finding their victim of the gentle sex, they 
fled, and left her as she fell. 

VI th. — Col. Oliver’s force returned ; Ca2)t. Ab- 
bott’s guns luiA'C had their carriages much da- 
maged; the sjAokes of sundry Avheels are absent, 
thanks to the acclivities and declivities of the Al- 
Timor pass, so that he requires a fcAV days to put 
all to rights before he can go to join Sale Avith the 
37 th : Avhen they do so, the brigade Avill move on 
on Tezeen. 

18;7i. — The enemy came doAvn (a chupao or 
night attack), 400 strong, on Klioord Cabul, 
•Avhere an action Avas fought AAnth great loss on 
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botU sides ; Lieut. Jenkins of the 35tli was mor- 
tally \youndcd^ and lingered in great agonj*, 
haydng been shot thro;igli the spine. Coh Mon- 
tcatli sent to Sale for reinforcements, who de- 
spatched to him the two comjxinics of the 37th 
tliat had lately arrived at Bhootlkliak. 

ID/ft, — Tho remaindci'of the 37th marched from 
Cabnl to BhoodUiak ; aUo Capt. Abbott and his 
guns, and the Shah’s sappers and miners under 
Capt. Broadfoot. Sale and Sturt lia^e agreed 
tliat I am to remain \\ith him and my d.iughtcr 
at Cabnl, and to come on >vlth tho Eu\oy, who 
is anxious to go to his go\cnnnont at Bombay, 
and Gen, Elphinstonc, who returns to tlic pro- 
vinces in consequence of ill healtli. 

Sale’s brigade is to mo\ c on to Khoortl Cabul 
to*morrow. Sci cnty-sc\ cn of the w oundwl men 
from thence and IJhootlkhak h.a\c come in to 
cantonmenU, as :dao Lieut. Mein, of tho I3th. 
It appears that the Ilarir Bash, tho escort scut 
by the Iving witli Capt, Tremor to Capt. Mac- 
gregor (ixilitical agent), were the people who let 
tho Ghilzycs into the 35thV camp; they were 
partly of llic same tribe, and wliil»t tlie rvit wetu 
fighting, these cscr*rcady gentkmui did .i littlo 
work of their own, cutting tlown sunrans and 
liamstringing i*amcb. Whilst they were lluu eta- 
lilojcd Capt. M'ymilum came up with u couqwny' 
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of the SSthj and fired into the midst, putting them 
to rout. Col. Monteath turned these people out 
of his camp as imsafe to be trusted ; the Envoy 
has ordered them to be sent back to Cabul, and 
to be kindly treated, and will not believe them to 
be in fault. The Hazh* Bash, as then.’ name im- 
ports, are “ aye ready for the field,” but I fear 
that just now — 

“ At a word it may be understood, 

They are ready for evil and not for good,” 

like "Walter Scott’s goblin page. 

20^^. — Eient. J enldns’s body was brought to 
Capt. Sturt’s house; he died just after he was 
placed in the dhooley, and was thus saved the ad- 
ditional pain of the journey. 

21sL — ^Lieut. Jenkins’s fimeral took place. As 
the ooth lost ninety camels, and fifty more were 
sent in with the sick and wounded, the force is 
detained until more camels can reach them from 


CabuL 

23 J. — 3Iuch firing has been heard, and great 
ansdety prevails. AH the forts about Cabul are 
empty, and the Jnwans have gone (it is said) to aid 
in the. fight against us at Tezeen : Sale writes taar 
the report is, that the people at Tezeen Ha_. 
they are unable to cope with us in battle, .oui ihs.-. 
they intend to plunder and annoy the rorce C-i 
wav down- 
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2Ath , — Sturt sent me a note before I Avas drcsacd 
tills morning to iufonii me, that at Tczcca one 
email fort bad been cracuated, and that Lieut. E. 
Iving, of the 13tU light infautry, uas killed. lu 
the course of the morning I heard tluit the 13tli, 
Iming expended their ammunition, were obliged 
to retreat ; that poor ICing, being the last man to 
do SO, uas shot dead on the 5jx)t. The men could 
not stop to take up his body then, but they re- 
turned shortly after, and obtained it before tlio 
enemy lud time to do more tlian take otF his 
jacket. He was a gidlant high-spirited j oung man, 
um\crbaily beIo\cd, and cousoqucutly is much 
lamented. He w.V 3 interred under a tent at niglit, 
lest the Affglians should recognise the gra\c and 
disinter Uie body. lV*e aAcnvards %\cre infomictl 
that the attack as made on tho rearguard befotv 
they <juittcd their ground ; tliat the enemy cut in, 
in rear of the baggage, look uincty cameU with 
all the treasure of the 13lh, a large quantity of 
aumiuuition, and other stores. 

Gem Klphin''tonc told me, that Sale lud been 
very unprude at in using his leg, and luid cense- 
qucnlly been tutIVring a great deal of juln, but 
tlvat the amcdici appUul Iiad given him ttlicf; 
ho expressed grvat n'gret tlut he bid not coui- 
inunicatcvl any mfomution to u.c, Liking it for 
graalvd that the Envoy lud done &<«, if I lud not 
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a letter from Sale liimself ; but he was wounded, 
and with plenty of military occupation, could n,ot 
always find time to wi’ite me many particulars, as 
he had to send his despatches olF as quickly as 
possible to the General. 

A letter from a friend with the force that was 
sent from Kandahar mentions, that the force had 
arrived at the extreme point of their torn' (Dehwa- 
rah) on the 15th of October, and that they were to 
set out on their retiu’n the following day. Capt. 
Leeson, of the 42d, in temporary command of the 
Shah’s 1st cavahy regiment, was to march twenty- 
five miles and over a pass (the Kotilla Meercha)j 
to be out of the way of the others, on account of 
the scarcity of water. The troops had not had 
any thing to do, nor was there even a chance of 
their having a foe to contend with, for the people 
of that part of the country got such a lesson in 
the fight of Secunderabad, that the chiefs could 
hot have collected 200 men; the foifs were mere 
shells, their walls of no thickness. 

The fort against which the eighteen-pounder 
guns were sent out, has been an utter ruin for 
years, not only indefensible but uninhabitable. 
The troops have been terribly distressed bringing 
the guns over and through the passes, which are 
more difficult than can be imagined by those that 
have not seen them ; the last, the Dana Thun-! 
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glicc, is described as resembling wliat the Khjbcr 
would be about All Slusjid, if it lud a deep and 
vciy rapid river flowing through, it, (he said ri\cr 
having to be crossed tliirtccn times. 

The Kotilla Taj-i (c^o^vn of the mountains), is 
steep, and as nearly impracticable as it can be, 
%\it]iout being actually so. To avoid these passes, 
the troops arc to go through the ICotiUa Alurdcc 
(dead men’s pass), which Capt. Leeson reports, from 
wliat he has seen of it, as practicable hut difficult. 
He writes to me that it will take a great dc.il of 
labour to get the guns over it. Prom thence tlicy 
steer for ICurtoot (the donkey’s mulbcrrj’), hut it 
was not knovm whether Uic rout 5 by that place 
was practicable; if not, they must face the Kotilla 
T.ijri, bad as it ia. M \jor Raw linsoii, the jwlltical 
agent, had obtained the blessings of the force for 
leading them such a w Ud-gooso chase ; ho seems 
to ln\c Tccci\cd information that Akram Ivlim 
had a fort there, hut not to ha\c known A\hat 
that fort was like. It is a pity the army were 
harassed unnecessarily ; hut in ilajor R.’s defence 
it is but justice to say, Uuit information is difficult 
to procure, and that it all comes from our enemies. 

25th » — I rccci\ cd a letter from Sale, in w hich lie 
informs me, riiat the conduct of the troops em- 
ployed in the ad'vir at Teiccn w.is good bcjoiid 
all praise ; but, concluding that I luaihaml all ibe 
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particulars^ he did not enter into detail. He wrote 
me that he was to halt that day (the 24th), as 
Maegregor was in treaty ■svith the chiefs, who he 
says are willing to refram from all further oji- 
position, and say they are convinced they have 
no chance against us. Sturt has seen a letter 
from Lieut. Cumiingham, of the Shah’s sappers 
and miners, by which it appears that no enemy 
shondng themselves, Capt. Paton, Qr.-Mr.-Genl., 
was on the point of pitching the camp, when 
some of the advance guard were fired on, upon 
which two companies were sent from each corps, 
with the sappers, who all behaved gallantly ; they 
went up the hills, and down again, chased the 
enemy into their fort, and the sappers, commanded 
by Capt. Broadfoot, drove them through it, and 
foEowed them through the wicket they escaped 
by. The 13th having expended their ammunition 
were obliged to retreat, and it was then that 
Lieut. E. Eang feU. 

Lady Macnaghten caUed on me, and told me that 
Capt. Maegregor, PoEtical Agent, wrote that the 
chiefs received him with great poEteness, and 
were pleased at the confidence reposed in them by 
his going to meet them attended only by one 
siiwar. They appeared to be unanimous, and 
many in number, mustering 700 followers, who 
were daily increasing. They agreed to all the. con- 
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ditions but one*; whatever that is, it appears to be 
the main point to be conceded, and an c suppose 
tliat it relates to the 40,000 rupees. One d.\y lias 
been allowed to the chiefs to deliberate. The 
EiiAoy was some time since warned by three 
Affghana not to ride so early in the morning or 
so late in the CAcning as Avas Ids w'ont; hut, 
whether from policy or natural fcarlctsiicas, he 
has lAot attended to their ad\ice. The Aldioon- 
zadali has also told him that three men Iui\e 
sworn on tlic Koran to take his life. The people 
of Tagow and Luglmum are leagued aa Ith those 
of Tezeeu. Capt. ilacgrcgor Avrites th it a great 
quantity of ammunition Avas left on the road for 
Avant of camels to carry it on, aaIiicIi muat Iuac 
proved a gre,at prize to the enemy, aaUo aactc 
much in aa ant of it. 

2G//u — There being a report that all w as peace- 
ably settled at Tezeen, I became a cry anxious 
for intclligcnco. Taa o letters aa ere brought to me, 
but ahisl neither of them Avcrc to my address, one 
being from Capt, IIua clock to Gcu. Elphiiistonc, 
tbc oilier from Capt, Tatou to Jlajor Thain, 
After giving tlicm a rc,usonablo time to nuninatc 
over their ucaas, I AAroto to Major Tluin, re- 
qucatinghim to giAO me any infoniuition in hU 
pOAAcr j and infunning him tliat I laid no letter, I 
got tlic prOAoking reply llait the Saliib aaos gone 
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out. Sometime uftei-wiivtld Mnjor Thalii culled: 
he owned he u'us puzzled us to whut was going*, 
on, but hoped that ufluu-s umuld remain rpiiet 
until we got out of the country. lie said it was 
the present intention, that the sick should move 
out on Saturday next, and the Envoy and tlie 
Gcnerid should leave Cabul on Monday the Isl. 
Shortly after he left me, he sent me the two 
letters to read; he had expressed his surprise that- 
they hud not arrived sooner, both being dated the 
24th ; and my letter of the same date IVom Sale 
had arrived the day before ! Capt. Havelock 
mentions that all is settled and hostages given, 
but remarks that, since the paeiiication, the ca- 
mels have been fired on, as also our outpost-, but 
says, the one may be attributable to the arrival of 
a chief vdio v/as in ignorance of the treaty, and 
the other, to their people not being well in hand, 
pretty sounding phrase ; but are we to understand 
that our men are so well in hand a-; not to re-.ent it? 


Capt.Paton writes my 
to communicate, ’* be 
and says the enemy hx 


:teno!i.-:iy, tlmt he ha 
xer .ipoken zJizri w. 
ve con.-.ented regard 



obnox 


iou= emei. 


r>ir-on v/no tncy not- 


kvish d- julduarticir/ate in the r/mefits of tae treaty^. 
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carried only on niulea or yaboos. If all remtuncd 
q^uict, Paton and Ha\ clock were to return, and the 
force to go on to Kutta Lung. Paton hints that 
teomcthing had gone 'wrong wliich would not lui\c 
done so, had Gen. Sale not heeu confined to his 
diiooley. Tliain tells me that there is no mention in 
Sale’s despatch of the gallant conduct of the sappers 
and miners as lolatcd by Cuniiinghain ; he being 
wounded probably did not obscr\c all tliat pa^cd, 
and did not ha\c the circumstances brought to his 
notice in time to write them 5 hut had lie done so, it 
would ha\e been >ciy immaterial, for, excepting 
from private letters, no intelligence transpires, 
Last i oar, when Sir AVinoughby Cotton com- 
manded, and during the disturbances in tlic Ko- 
histau, every detpatcli from Sale, who commanded 
the troops there, was promulgated in orders, and 
the present system of keeping information close 
is dhgusting; there can he no secrets rcg-irding 
what passes in action in the field. The general 
impression is tliat the Envoy is tiyiug to deceive 
liiiUiclf into an assurance tliat tlic country is in a 
quiescent slate, lie has a difficult p.arl to pUy, 
without sufficient moral courage to stem the 
curruit singly. About two luontlis since &ir 
Al'illiam wrote to LortiAucUami, cxplauuug to him 
the present state of Atlglunistan* and rt<iuc*ling 
that live additional rvgimcnls should he sent to 
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this country, two of tliem to be Eui’opcaii. To 
these statements a written war succeeded be- 
tween the Envoy and the Supreme Government 
of Bengal. Letter after letter came calline; for 
retre'uclimcnt. Sir 'William had been appointed 
from home Governor of Bombay, and was par- 
ticularly chosen for the office from liis being a 
moderator and a man unlikely to push any violent 
measures ; he hoped affiiirs might take a turn for the 
better, and was evidently anxious to leave Cabul 
and assume his new appointment. In an e\dl hour 
he acceded to the entreaties of Sir iUexander 
Burnes (who appears to have been blinded on 
the subject) and wrote to Lord Auckland to 
nullify his former request for additionid troops, 
and to say that part of those now in the country 
might be withdrawn. The 1st brigade under 
Sale was accordingly ordered to be in readiness to 
move down ; and it was generally understood, that 
all would be withdrawn as soon as the Shah had 
raised five more regiments of his own. The 
letter of recal, as we may term Sir William’s, was 
sent off only two days before the breaking out of 
the Zoormut affair. 

Great stress has been laid upon the chiefs 
having given us hostages, but tliis is no certain 
]proof of their sincerity ; we have been long 
enough amongst them for them to know the 
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British chai-actcr; they also know that the Best’s 
family were safely and honourably treated under 
our protection, ■whilst he and liis son were in 
arms against us, and they naturally consider tlicir 
safety as a proof of that of any hostages they 
leave with us. 

3!hc dahs, which Ua^e not arrived since tlio 
2d (nor ha^ c been despatched since the 4th), are 
confidently asserted to be now on their way, and 
are expected in to*inorrow at the fartlicst. 
one appears to ha\e been made acquainted with 
the terms of the treaty, which Ila^c been kept 
close by the Envoy, who, ho\vc\er, observed that 
Maegregor liad given them better tonus than lie 
himself w*ould Iia\c done. They are to get the 
40,000 rupees the quarrel began about, and they 
promise to return ns any property they can find of 
ours; so tliat we lca\e oif where we set out, 
barring our killed and wounded, expence, loss 
of ammunition and baggage, and annojance of 
the detention, if not loss, of our daks, bhau- 
ghys, S:c. 

27 ih , — I bear tliat^Iacgu-gor w'rites to the oy 
tliat the countrj' about Tezeen ncicr w.u in w 
tranquil a slate as it is at prc^rcnt \ Xow, w itli a 
little variation In the wording, ho might liavu 
cautiously written to the Euv oy, to as to l)C under- 
stood by him alone, and Iiave imhn-Utd that the 
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country was now as quiet as it ever was ; wliicb, to 
those who know the wild tribes thereabouts located, 
indicates any thing but a state of paeilication. 

The sick are again ordered to be off to-morrow, 
with a wing of the o4th, to Te/.cen, where the 
37th awaits their arrival; and at present it is 
supposed that the Envoy and General will follow 
on the 1st. 

28tk. — Sale has written me that he arrived at 
Sell Baba on the 26th at 1 r. :m. ; that the rear 
guard was fired on a mile from camp, and three 
men wounded. They were in a snug post for 
the night. His leg was doing well, and all in- 
flammation had subsided. They had grain and 
bhoosa in plenty. Capt. Grant tells me that a 
chief goes on daily in advance, to keep the 
country quiet, and bring in grain. 

2dth. — 4Yc hear that since the force left Khoord 
Cabul, they have never pitched a tent. The 
rear guard has been attacked daily, and the 
bivouack fired on every night. The camels arc 
dying forty of a night from cold and starvation. 
Lieut. Jennings (13 th) has been ivoundcd severely 
in the arm, the bone broken, and the ball went 
through into, his side. Lieut. Battray (13th) 
wounded, and a sergeant killed and 3 men 
wounded; 4 or 5 Sipahees '' of the 35th wounded. 

Comxuonlj wi'itten Sepoys. 

C 
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ZOth, — A small dak Ivas como In for tlic XIa\Dy 
and General only, and tliat only ncwapapers j tlve 
Emoy scut orders to Iuv\c the dak scut by a 
priNalc path, ’s^hicli suecccdcd. 

It seems that the terms made with the chiefs of 
Tezcctt w ere, the remission of tlm money wliicli ga> c 
rise to the dispute. They uerc required to call 
out the Ooloos, ^\luch they represented \v ould hq 
attended uith coni.idcrahle cxpcnsCi so the\ re- 
ccUed 10,000 rupees to enable thcui to do so, 
when they ixKrketcd the luoue), hut omitted callin'; 
out the militia I Maegtegor u rites tliat he smjKcls 
the cluefs arc at the bottom of alt the plundering 
and attacks on our force, though they profess to 
ha^ c nothing to do u ith it, and tlwt the depre- 
dators arc the rohhtr.trihcs. 

Last niglit as the ca\alry 'videttes ntuk their 
rounds at Slali Sung, a ^urty of men rushed out 
of a CAN c and fired at them; some utre taken pri- 
:;oncrs} jxvrt of them ucre AlVghaus, hut four 
u ere Hmdost4mets,and one of theiuu as a CUupniJ:-*y 
of Capt, B}'gra\e, uho eudeiiNOurLd to excuse 
himstlf by fca\ing, he fired at tlio p,irtN fUp^Hwiug 
them to l>e Alfgluns, hut could gUe no rcasoti 
for being there htiustlf. 

Mr. AfcUillc uas attacked lo>t CNtning, hut frCt 
spurs to Im hortc and gallo^sal olf, on ulucU the 
Alfghaiw »ct up a shout; this U the fourth ot- 
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tempt oil the part of the Affghans to asiiaijsinate 
British officers within a short time. I before 
mentioned I^fr. iMay lie’s escape; Dr. i\retcalfe was 
also nearly cut down ; and Lieut. AValler, of the 
Artillery, was wounded on the head whilst riding 
close to the Siah Sung camp. 

31sf. — The invalids, wliosc march had been 
countermanded, arc again under Orders to go out 
to Siah Sung on Tuesday, to be in readiness to 
march on Wednesday the 3d of next month. 
AVlicn the barraeks for the men and the officers’ 
quarters were erected in the Cabul cantonment, 
a committee assembled to value them and fix the 
house rent, both for them and for the two houses 
to be occupied by the Commander of the forces 
and the second in eommand. It was fixed at ten 
per cent, on the actual outlay as specified by the 
engineers’ department. We paid ours monthly, 
as did the 13th, through the regimental paymaster. 
The 35th also paid their rent monthly. There 
was some dispute regarding it with some otlicrs, 
in consequence of tlie rooms not being all quite 
finished ; but as Capt. Sturt was not ordered to 
collect the money, but only to pay over whatever 
he received, the business remained in abeyance. 
An inquiry is now making about the house rent 
that has not been paid by the officers who have 
gone away, so I feel quite delighted that Sale and 
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I arc out of the scrape. Brig. Shelton haa written 
officially to the General, to say that it is icty- 
hard that he is hept at Siah Sung, when, there is a 
good house In (iautonmentii to which he has a right, 
and applies officially to the General to gi\c him 
up either his own houac or ours. Xow, as long as 
Brig. Shelton’s duty keeps him at Siah Sung, he has 
no businciss in cantonments. This is Smiday: both 
the General and I expect to march on Wednes- 
day, so, par co»ip/h«anec, uc neither of us c\' 
ixjctcd to be turned out hon e^ er, if u e do not go, 
ue both intend ^acat^llg our habitations-, wheu 
our houj^e will he made o\cr to Capt. Sturt, to 
undci^o repairs, so as to he rtadj for tlu; reception 
of the next Commander of llic forces. Geii, Xott 
luis been written to, to come up inmietliatcly, and 
Gen. EIphin->tone is to git o up tl^e command to 
him from the 1st of Xot. The re.ison dut our 
house U in futxirc to he appropriated by the 
chief ariiJCi fiuur its being tlve best and uvu-^l 
commodious. Sir AViUongbby Cotton ga\e his 
phn, and Sale In'*, when tlie hou‘‘Cs acre built; 
and Sir AViUouglihy U\ing tn yur^ou liad omitted 
imnny VuUc comforts that we lud considered In- 
\\^^n^^ahlc. Added to which. Sale Iwd a diek 
for gatxlcning, ujhI liul au cxedhnt kiithtn. 
garden; whiht I eultivalul llouera timt uta* ihe 
admiration of the Adglun gtntlemc.n who cauw 
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to see ii^. isweet jh';ks uiul geninlmuri were 
much admired, hut they wore ;dl eager to ohjalii 
the i=c.ed ot’tiie edii)!e ])ca, which llourhlied well; 
uiul by being sown lus temu as the frost was over 
wc had plenty of succession crops, and we still 
liave peas growing which we hope, if not cut (df 
by frost, will give a crop next month. 

The. potatoes thrive well, ami will he a very 
valuable addition to the ruisi/ir. T'he caulillowcrs, 
artichokes, and turnip radishes are very line, and 
peculiarly mild in their llavour ; they are all from 
.seed we brought witii us from our garden at Kur- 
iiaul. The Cabul lettuces are hairy and Inferior 
to those cultivated bv us : but the Cabul cabbages 
arc superior, being milder, and the red cabbagt: 
from English seed grows well. 

ivcgarding the I’ruits of Aliyianistan, I should 
not be believed were 1 to state the truth. Se- 
lected grapes olf a bunch of those in the 
Kohistau have been known to weigh 200 grains ; 
the largest I ever weighed myself \ras 127 grains. 
It was the kind deuominated the Hull’s Eye 
by the English-; I believe tlie natives call it 
the Hoosseiiiec-Augoor ; its form is nearly round, 
and the taste very luscious : it is of a kind 
not generally piirchaseable. At Ivardunah they 
grow In great perfection. Those I ate were 
sent as a present from a native gentleman to 
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Captain Stnrt, as were also some very delicious 
pears from Turkistan. TIic largest peaclics I 
have myself ^veighed turned the scale at fifteen 
rupees, and ^vcrc fully equal in juiciness and 
flavour to those of the English hotliouse. The 
finest sort arc in the Kohistan, hut arc so delicate 
they will not bear carriage to Cabul, I have 
been assured by iny friends who have been there 
in the peach season tliat the best fruit of the hind 
at my table was quite inferior to those above 
mentioned. Tlic Orleans blue plum is excellent. 
There is a green one rcscinbling in appearance u 
greengage, but very tasteless, Tlicrc arc also 
many otlicr kimls, with a great variety of melons, 
Water, ifusk, and Surda, which is accountcil tlic 
best. 

It is rcjyortcd tliat Sale* s brigade are very Uidly 
off for cjirriiige and provisions, ami we Ijave here 
no camels to send to them. The 37lh X. I. and 
tlio Shah’s sip])ers and miners are ordered hack 
to the lluft Kotnl, to await tlic arrival of the 
iur.ilids at tliat place. It Is now said tliat, from 
the difficulty exivcricuccd in pnxmring carriage, 
the sick and wounded must be left here. 

In the evening' we hc.'trtl tb.-iJ the Envoy had 
jvceiveil u hurried note from Capt. Maegugor, by 
which it :qq>cars that between Jugdaluk and 
Soorkhab tlic trooiw were attacked by about 400 
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men ; thnt ours were unable to force the hills. The 
enemy left the paj<s open, by which the brigade 
procccdcal ; but they came down in force on the 
I'eur-guard, who are stated to have been panic- 
struck. Our loss is stated at ninety killed and 
wounded. Capt. Wyudham of the .‘Joth killed, 
and Lieut. Coombes severely wounded; Lie.uts. 
ILittray and Ilalcombe of the loth Light Infantry 
woundctl. There has been great loss of baggage 
and camels ; seventy of the latter carried olb which 
were returned to us on paying ten rupees each 
for the ILiudostauees, and twenty each for the 
Alfgh an animals. This is instituting a premium 
fur plunder, hut it w:is caused by dire neeessit}'-. 

There were no despatches for the (lencral, nor 
letters for me, but wc hope to receive further 
accounts to-morrow. 

A^ovcinbcr. — No letters from camp, Avhieh 
has caused both surprise and anxiety. 

2^/. — Last night a party of Kohistanecs entered 
the city ; a large body of horsemen were also seen 
proceeding towards the city from the road that 
leads by the Shah’s camp behind Siah Sung. 

This morning, early, all was in commotion in 
Cabul ; the shops were plundered, and the people 
were all fighting. 

Our Affghan servant, Mahomed Ali, who used 
to sleep in the city, Avhen he passed out to come 

c 4 
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to my houao in the morning was threateneil, nnd 
reviled 13 the chuprisay of the rcringhco Gcuc- 
ml, ivho, they av^erted, had been beaten at TCzccn, 
and that all bi» troopa hid nm niaj, and he with 
them I 

TIjc Sliah rc'idea in the I3ali llU^r, and lu 3 
guns from tluit fortress w ere constantlj finng ; the 
Affglums in the cit) 1 ^ ere domg the same from ^Ix 
in the morning. Capt. Stnrt hearing tbit Cipt. 
Jolimon’'^ (i>ayina'»tcr to the Shih\ force) lum e 
and trea^urj m the utj ncrc atticVcd, as al'oSir 
-Vlesandcr Bumea\ went to Gen Eiphui'tonc^ 
who ^ent hun -with an imi>ortant luc-'^agL, fir^t 
to Bng Shelton it Siali Sung, and aftem inB to 
the Iving to concert with hun measures for tin 
dcfLiicc of tlvat fortrc^-». Ju'.t i3 he entered the 
preciiiLt' of the pilace, he \%a» tt ibh»xl in time 
p^„cc3 h\ 1 joung iu.m well drc-'cd, who c‘C.iptd 
into \ bmlduig lIo-c b\, wherv lie wa^ protcclwl 
In the gUcs King Fortun itclv for m\ 

m-liw, Capt, l^\\n.tiee hidbcLii ■‘cnt to iK King 
h\ the Eu\oy, and ht kiiidlj procurctl a iiallxit, 
and 'i.nt Sturt home with a ‘•tn.mg guird of fifi\ 
lancer^, hut thw> were obhgctl to nuke a long 
detour by h all Sung. In tin- mean tlmt» 
Lawrence ciuue to tell mo oil that had uid 

to hrtak the Kid news to inv daughter, Mr«. 
Sturt. 
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Lawrence (luilita.ry ."ecivtary to tlie Lih’^y) 

iiad a very narrow escape hunself. An Adglv.nij 

grinding Ids teeili, and grinning with 

hatred ot’ the Feringhees, ;iiiued a hlo\f 

with a sword, whicli Lawrence iiardF^^j 

^ 1 • 

putting spurs to his lior.'C he escaped : oil® 
suwars received a cut in the leg, wliicli*"’®^ ^'®" 
vcnifcd hv another horseman shooting the' Ldlow. 

It was Ijawrence wlio came to tell me Sales 
wound; he is always kiml and IViendly, 
has now been twice the lierald of ill 
."truck me as jirobahle that the suwar,^ would 
take Sturt to his own house; and as he 
daughter were staving with me, there wo'®^^^^ 
even be a bed to place him on there. I 
determined not to lose time by waiting 
bearers could get my palkee ready, but td®^^ 
chuttidi and walked off as fast as I could ('Owttrds 
Sturt's house. I fortunately met i\Iajor' 
(aide-de-camp to Gen. Elphinstonc), for I sd®^ 
a crowd of about fifty suwars in his conlP®®^^^^* 
Thain ran on, and told the bearers to bripS 
on to my house. I cannot describe how sl^®®^®^ 
I felt when I saw poor Sturt; for La\G’®^®®’ 
fearing to alarm us, had said he was only s^^S^Fly 
wounded. lie had been stabbed deeply 
fehoulder and side, and on the face (the 
wound striking on the bone just missed the ted^P^®)- 
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he was covered witli hlood issuing from Ins mouth, 
and woA unahlc to articulate. From the wouiuU 
in the face and shoulder, the nen ca \\ ere affected j 
the mouth would not open, the tongue was 
swollen and jxiraljscd, and he was ghastly and 
faint from loss of hlood. lie could not lie 
down, from the blood choking him; and had to 
sit up in the palkcc as best ho might, w itliout 
a pillow to lean against. "With some diiSculty 
and great pain he was supported up stairs, ami 
Imd on Ids bed, when Dr. llarcourt drtsacd his 
wounds, which ha%ing been inflicted about ten 
o’clock', now at one were cold and stiff with 
clotted blood. The tongue was paralysed, and 
the ntr\cs of the throat affected, so tint he could 
neither suallov^ nor articulate; and tho choking 
sensation of tho blood in bis throat w.is most 
painful to witness. lie w la belter towards 
cacning; and by hw wife's unremitting attention 
in assisting him to get rid of tho elotieal blotxl 
from Ids mouth by ince»-^nt applications of w.anti 
wet clotlis, lie w.is by elc\tn at niglit able to utter 
.a tolcnibly artitidatc somuh "With wluL joy did 
we hear Idm faintly utter bcHer ; ami lie renllj 
gctmcd to injo> a tua— ixxniful of water, wlueh wt 
got into hU month b) a drop or two at a time, 
|>ainful as it w as to Idin to swallow it. 

It was moat gralifjing to see Ute alleiiUon and 
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land feeling manifested on tlic occasion by the 
sergeants of the engineer department Biid their 
anxiety (particularly Sergeant Deane’s) to make 
themselves useful to Start. 

Capt. 'Wmburtoiij Capt. Johnsoit and Capt. 
Troup were all fortunately in cantonments; for 
their houses in the city were jdnndcrcd and 
burnt. At Johnson’s (the 'IGng’s trcasiuy) the 
guard of forty men was massacred, as also all his 
seiwants but one, who luckily was not at home. 
The insurgents looted a lakh and 70,000 rupees 
of public property, and Jolmson lost above 10,000 
rupees of his own property. 

There were of course various reports. We 
first heard that, on the affair breaking out. Sir A. 
Burncs went over to the Wiuceer’s to ascertain what 
could be done; and that he was safe there, except- 
ing having been shot in the leg. The King, from 
the Bala Hissar, sent intelligence to the Envoy 
“that Biu-nes was all right;” but a few hours 
afterwards the Kiuc: ackno^vlecl 2 ;ed that he did not 
know any thing of liim, neither did the Envoy at 
seven in the evening, when Capt. Lawrence and 
Capt. John ConoUy came to incpiire after Stmt’s 
health. Our only hopes of Bmues’ safety rest on 
the possibility of his having obtained refuge m 
some harem. His brother’s fate is as yet un- 
known. Capt. Broadfoot was shot in the breast, 
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and killed. He vfms brcakf.iating \\itli the twu 
Bumes’s : before be fell lie bad billed hbe men m itb 
his own hand. Capt. Dnimmoml is protected by 
OcUiar Kdian^ ICaiiez-i-Umcer, chief of a doiiimn, 
the firbt fctago from Cahul tow artU the Koliistaii. 
Capt. Mackenzie, jiolltical assistant to Capt.T^Iacb- 
cson at Pesh iw ur, came up to Cabul some time 
since; and "W ben Lieut. jMihic (in the Commitfcariat) 
w.id sent to Kbebt-i-Gilzic, ^lackcnzie took lus 
place in the Shalib couiini'.s.iriat. He was located in 
.1 fort dUided into two by tlio range of Commir- 
sariat Gotlowns, — one side inlmbitedby Brig. An- 
riuctil, conunanding tbe Sluh’s forces, tiio other 
))y il.iclvcnzlc, who (the Brigadier being in c.an- 
tonments) held out in both, with some sapjien 
and miners, a few of the Shah’s Cth Btgt., and 130 
Juz.ulchccs : the Utter arc gowl men, ami mostly 
U^ufzycs. In this fort were stored 8000 nuunds 
of otuU and whe.it. C.ipt. T^c^or hojxA to defend 
Ills to.^cr as long as it is not ftreiL Another rijiort 
sUtes tlutTre>or, his wife* and one cliilil, h.i\e 
csc.ijKtl, whilst his six other chUdrin luuc Ikcii 
immlercib Another, tlut he h.ei < soa jkiI, but 
tlut his wife and re\tn childrcu are all uumlcrtd. 

The IvuzzUlxvsh «pnrtt r of tlic i ity is caul to 
be nil cpiiet XaTili Mmrvtf's wni Uu bc^u kiUv,d 
in some of the '•cutlks in the cit). AIkIooUaIi 
I vlm, AnKnoolUh Ivluu, and a few ollnr l)oo^ 
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ranee chiefs, arc said to bo the instigators of the 
insurrection. 

The King (who resides in the Jhda Hissar) says 
if the rebellion is not all over to-niorrow morning, 
he will burn the city, — by no means an easy task : 
the houses arc all tlat-roofed and mud-roofed. It 
is true Cabul has been burnt three times before, 
and therefore what has been may occur again. 
By throwing shells into the houses you may fire 
them ; and the individual house fired, being ceiled 
with wood, blazes fiercely mrtil the roof fads in, 
and the mud and dust smother the fire without 
danger to the adjacent buildings. The King has 
also declared that If the iMcer Akor (who pro- 
tected the man that stabbed Sturt) does not 
give the assassin up, he will hang the Meer iUcor 
himself. It appears a very strange circumstance 
that troops Averc not immediately sent into the 
cit}”- to quell the affair in the commencement ; 
but Ave seem to sit quietly Avith our hands folded, 
and look on. On the brealdng out of the insur- 
rection the King sent Campbell’s Hindostanec 
regiment into the city, Avith some guns, Avho 
maintained an arduous conflict for some time 
against the rebels ; but being Avholly unsupported, 
Avere obliged eventually to give Avay, Avhen the 
greater part of them were cut to pieces, and 
several of their guns Avere caj)tured. 
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The state of supinenc*3 and fancied security of 
tlioac in povrer in cantonments is the result of 
deference to the opiniona of Lord Auckland, 
uhosc sovereign will and pleasure it is that 
tranquillity do reign in AtFghanistan; m fact, 
it is reported at Go\cmmcnt llouce, Cdcutt.i, 
that the lawless AfFghans arc .is pcacc.iblo ,w 
London citizens; and this being decided by 
the jKiwers that be, why gliould Uc be on the 
alert? 

^lost dutifully do we ap]icar to shut our c^cs 
on our probable fate. The Sluh is, how c\ cr, l<i 
be protected, whatever may bo the fate of the 
English in the city; and Erig. .Shelton is sent with 
the SLiIfd 6 til, fcomc of the 44th Quctifs, and three 
liorgc artillery gun^ under Capt. Nitholl, to the 
BaK IIlsjHir. Tiic King, as be well may bo, i» in 
great con*tttiv.ition. At about 9 t, it. Cajit. Sturt 
arrhwiat Siah Sung from tlic cantonments, Jx^-iring 
ordcra from M.ijor-Gcn. KIpIuiutono for thou 1th 
X.L, Ca 2 )t.Kieht)ll’» thixo horse artillery guns, mnl 
a cumjiany of the 1 Itb, accunquiilcil by the ShdiV 
Cth regiment, to hold thtimeUts in rtadmc'.'* to 
march at a momenta notito to the Jlal.i HtvMr. 
.Vs they Iiad all Ik’CU ou tlic yin rirs -im,c iLi^ break, 
they were in an inatant, and tagi.rly evpret- 
ingonhrs to maivb, when a note eame fruiii Copt. 
Lawrence (the mihUrj and private tvcte- 
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taiy), dated Bala Hissar, 10 a. ^r., telling tlicni, 
“ Stay where you are, — all is quiet ; you ueed not 
come.” Tins caused great siu’prisc, as the firing 
was brisk m the city. After waiting another 
hour under arms, the Brigadier ordered Sturt to 
go in and see ^\'■hat ^v■as going on : tills lie gladly 
did, and, accompanied by eight suwars of the 
Shah’s 2d cavalry, went to the Bala Hissar. In 
half an hour a suwiu’ returned, saying he had been 
badly wounded entering the palace gates, and bear- 
ing an order for an uiiiiiediate advance of the troops. 
‘^Forward” was the word; and, anticipating an 
attack on the city, the troops gladly sot out, and 
arrived unopposed in presence of the King, when, 
to their sorrow, instead of receiving hoohn to 
enter the city, the Shah ahnost rudely incpiired 
why they had come ! After standing under arms 
another horn’, firing being heard towards the Shdr 
Bazaar, the Brigadier sent Lieut. Melville of the 
o4th to inquire what was going on. On going- 
down to the gate .towards the city, he found the 
fugitives fii’om Campbell’s regiment flying in, and 
reporting that their regiment was entirely cut up : 
this he reported to the Brigadier, who ordered him 
to take the light company down to the city gate, 
and whilst taldng charge of that position to pro- 
tect as best he could the retreating regiment. On 
arriving there, Lieut. Melville placed a section as 
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a guard, and took the remahnug three to the en- 
trance of the Shor Bazaar, and formed them up 
facing the street : he had not hccu there more than 
Cnc minutes, uhen he oh6cr\ed a dh»)nlerly rabble 
retreating at a quick pace towards him, pursued 
by a large body of Affghans, uhiht otherd from the 
tops and windou s of the houses kcj^t up a brisk 
fire upon theun 

luuncdiately after the colours Ind gauictl the 
rear of liis detaclimcnt, Lieut. McUille retreated 
slouly, facing the enemy, touartls the gate, t)Our- 
ing in aohey on \ollcy; but, owing to the pro- 
tection affonlcd tlie rebels by tlie wall-*, it is to Ijc 
feared with but little effect. On rcxclung the 
fossc lie formed his mui up agiin, to allow tlie 
two guns to jwss to his rear; hut the Affghun 
in ide a rush, and tlie gohmd \z of the Sliah took 
to a diHirvltrlj flight. As the idci of rtstuing 
them with three t-ections w.as cntirelj out of the 
qiustion, and the fire w.is htcoming Nctj* hot, 
McUille sent Lieut. Maautney (of the Muh« 
^e^\ice), who in the mcmtlme lud come to Ins 
iVE-'istanco with one company of the Wnh's CtJi to 
luui the walU o%cr wiitre tlm gum were hft, ..nd 
pa*u«t the tjum^ thun off; ihii King 

done, MchiHc gv>t a few of the golmubi Ut gu 
hack and rpike ime of the gtms, after whj« h he u- 
ttred inddc, hu>ng K't one -ubulir and three 
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men woundccl, and one man killed. On amving* 
inside he placed the men on the ramparts ; and 
being accidentally bayoneted in the thigh, he was 
released from duty, making over charge of the 
men to Macartney. 

It being found impracticable to bring in the 
guns, from the carriages being broken, the 
European horse artillery, who had been sent out 
for that purpose, came back; and some guns 
having in the meantime been mounted on the 
Avail and brought to bear on them, they Avere so 
broken by the shot as to be perfectly useless : and 
it may here be remarked, that to the day the 
troops left the Bala Hissar, notAvithstanding fre- 
q^uent attempts Avere made by the enemy, they 
never succeeded in gaining possession of tliem. 

The King, Avho had been in a gi’eat state of 
excitement during the day, on hearing of the 
loss of his guns, and that 200 of Campbell’s 
regiment had been killed or Avounded, was ex- 
cessively agitated ; the more so that, immediately 
on the rebellion breaking out, almost all the 
Pesh Khedmuts and Shah Guzees had deserted 
him. He ordered a dinner for the -officers in 
the evening; as, to their extreme disgust, they 
Avere obliged to stay the night in the fort, neither 
men or officers having an article of any sort or 
land besides what they wore. The 5th cavalry. 
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who hatl accomi^anicd tlio detachment to the Bala 
Ilistar, had, after taking all the baggage from 
Siah Sung to cantonments, iremaincd in the latter 
place. 

The Iving, sitting with the British officers 
around him, was anxious to obtain their advice 
in tlic present crisis, and ivarticulariy asked that 

of j veho^e conduct was represented on 

the emergency as pitiful and childish in the ex- 
treme, not Living a \s ord to say, nor an opinion 
to ofler. 

In cantonments all was confusion and indeci- 
sion. The Envoy mounted his liorsc and rode 
the gateway, and then rode back again, — tlic bo>t 
thing he could do ; fur had the Aflghans either 
killcil him or taken him prisoner, it would have 
given them a decided advantage on their part. 
Sir ^Villiam and Lady !Macrughtcu Lid vacated 
the rcjsidcuey lie fore 1 1 o’clock A. 5f., and came 
into cantomnints; a circumstance wlucli no doubt 
was soon known to the insurgents, and must have 
given them an idea that we greatly drtadetl .ui 
attack from them, which was thrcatencil at night. 
The guns were placed in halttrj, and the walli* 
manucil with double sentries. The Kohi^tante 4 
are rcjwrteil to luve 500 men as*'tmbUvl at Deh 
Hadji ill the Kohi^ta^u The villages aliout the 
l*ake urc all in a sUtc of insurivctlun. The 
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wliolc force from the Siiili Sung cantonments arc 
come in : the Shah’s 6th, the otlx cavahy, Ander- 
son’s horse, and Skinner’s arc in the Mission Com- 
pounds ; the escort in cantonment. Laxvreucc lias 
kindly promised in case of an attack to come over 
to us ; hut we arc so anxious about Sturt that avo 
do not think much of danger. 

Two Sipahecs Avcrc cut doAvn near the gate of 
the Commissariat Fort to-day ; another Avas killed 
Avho only attempted to cross the road. We haA’C 
good ncAVS to-day from Side at Guudainidc, dated 
the 1st. They Avere idl quite avcH, and supplied 
Avith all that they required. Bidchtar Khan, the 
UGAv govei'nor there, had sent oOO of his tribe to 
Jugdaluk; 250 of Ferris’s corps and 300 of Biu'us’s 
Ivhyberries Averc to folloAV quickly, to secure the 
passes, and open the road to Sell Baba. The 
TajTOAv chief Avho attacked Sale’s force on the 

O 

road is said to have Avithdrawn his men ; and noAV 
that all seems clear for our march doAvn, tliis in- 
surrection has risen up here. It Avas only tAvo 
da3’^s ago Lady IMacnaghten told Mrs. Sturt that 
the country Avas all quiet, except the little out- 
break near Tezecn ! 

3d. — At three in the morning the drums in 
cantonments beat to arms, in consequence of a 
large body of men coming over the Siah Sung 
hill; they proved to be the 37th fromKhoord Ca- 
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ilic CoiiuBlssariat Fort be captured, \\q feliall not 
only lo%c lUl our pro\*U!iou5, but our couimuuica- 
tiott witU tUc city will be cut off. 

TliLj fort (an old crazy one, uiulenuincd by rata) 
contains the whole of tlic Bengal conmiiasariut 
stores, valued at four bklis of rupees, iucludin'*- 
about 12,000 rnaunda of ottali, w]je.at, and ktrlcv, 
.ind all tlic medical stores, Sec, 

Ko military steps ha^o been taken to suppress 
the imurrcction, nor c\cn to protect oiu- only meaiw 
of suWUtcncc (the Gmlowna), in tlje cum t of a 
siege. rhe Iving, Eiuoy, and General a]jj)car 

• i^rfectly paralysed by this sudden outbrejik: the 
fonner U deserted by all his courtiers, and by e%en 
h« mo=t confidential servants, except the \Vu 2 ccr 
nho U -strongly suspected of Ija^ing iiwtigatwl the 
con^'ptTJiey; and sitplciou attachea to his Majesty 
ug;uii. It is Iiere ncce»..arj' to ob-Lr%e, that ^e\e- 
ral moullis ago letters e-ilHug on all true Mn-^uU 
iiuus to rue ag-aimt the Ivdlirs (Eugluli uul»e- 
lic\ers) were widely dL>N.mituttd: they U/ro the 
ICin/s signature; but Sir WlUiam Maenaghien 
alwaisinsUu^ llul they wem furgerjes of a u>iy' 
l^euliar de-criptiou, that lui^rs bearing tlie sera- 
clous signature lull lud their wntmts w.uhwlouf, 

and ilusetetliiious wrilings itwrud. The Sluh 

• f curse eaid, An uumy luw done thU;'’ a:uJ, 
wdta.i nun uU no tahMuudi of the ohhxiuy 
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was allowed to rest on MooUah Slielcoor, who ha<.l 
paid the penalty of other state crimes. 

In Affghanistan the English act as they do in 
all other countries they visit, — keep to themselves, 
and even (generally) employ only servants brought 
with them. The Envoy kept but few Affghans 
in liis employ : he. had a news reporter, at 150 ru- 
pees a month, who had the credit of concoctiug 
splendid untruths ; an old. moollah picked up. at 
Kandahar, who, I believe, receives 300, — a man 
greatly in Sir William’s confidence ; there is also 
an old cossid. These people adhere to the Emn}', 
and flatter him into the belief that the tumidfc is 
hash (nothing), and will shortly subside.. 

This day there was a grand bustle, getting guns 
into aU the bastions. Capt. and iVIrs. I' rover, and 
their seven children, came Into cautonments. '.IVe- 
vor’s Ifazir Bashes brought them in sal’cg but they 
had to wallv througli the river, ami to caiTy tlie 
children, saving only the clothes they had on. As 
they escaped at one gate, llieii' towei’ was taken 
possession of by the rebels I’roui ajiothc)’. 

That the insurrection could have keen easily 
crushed at its commencement, is cvld^ad from tne 
circumstance that on the 2d of November a con- 
siderable number of chiefs went to Capt. Ire.c-tr 
house to lend him a-sslsta/ice ; '.unon$Bt 
Osman Khan, A.bdooi Ituhim Khuth Kr^ ' 
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Kluvn, T.\j !Mal»ouunc(], Gholuu Mo} eiiooUecii, &.C. 
Tlic 5>a^\a^b Zeiiun Khan tout one of hisjoungcr 
cWhlren to Tm or, and <lc:'ir(xl hiin to keep him 
aa a hostage ; but finding tliat no asisistance camo 
from cantomwenta Trc\or declined keeping the 
boj, and, accoiujianied b) bomc of the abo\c-mcii- 
tioned jjcrsona ;uid tiicir foUon erj?, he made hU 
wtxy into c.vutonuiLnts on the 3d. 

It ia furtlicr north) of remark, that Taj iMa- 
homme-d Ivlun nent to bit* ^UcA:»uider llurne^ the 
lerj tbi^ before the insurrection broke out, and 
told lain nkit going on. Burner, iner»,duU>U'>, 
heaiied abtuc on this gentkiiuuV head ; and the 
onl> ripl) hegaNc bun m.u?, “ Simuu bcsctaU 
t>U)tan list I'’ on uhicli Taj Maliomiued left bhn. 
Tbifl iiucLdotc n .w tohl us b) himself. 

Tuoof tlie moimtam train guiH, under 

Lkut, Green, .ind 100 of the 51th Xk, ucoi 
-tilt, c-eortcil b\ taia!r\, to lake ammunition and 
carc-u-ses to the* Ihla llb-ar, :is abo beiMlag fur the 
tuui. 

There is a re iwrt that the cit) is alnml to be firi.d. 

A Urge jurtv U an tig the nliglous lbg(gni«) 
came tuuanU the n. if gate; the) fought uilh 
ameh Jrr; but one of our guiu pU\,ui ♦*ii them, 
and lluii the e'uealrj defin'd out ami tut tlniu up. 
Lie ut. Iai G^ V t, (of the hledfs h re he, wiili a ••null 
jxiTiv of AmUr-ou’s borct,, feigned to and 



CABUL. 


49 


drew a after them, on whom they timied 

and dealt, destruction. 

At the Bala Hissar the troops were allotted to 
their different stations ; though, in consequence of 
a great portion of the 54th N. I. being in canton- 
ments, as yet no permanent division of the troops 
could take place. 

One of the most important posts was the tower 
on the summit of the lull, which was held by 100 
men of the 54th, the same number of the King’s 
Juzailchees, one gun of the mountain train, with 
two officers. The centre post, being a command- 
ing position over the town, was occupied by four 
companies of the Shah’s 6th, two of MchoU’s H. A. 
guns, and some lai’ge guns of the King’s. The 
rest of the troops were scattered in different parts 
of the fort, two companies being at each of the 
gates. 

During this day many projects were entered 
into for the pui’pose of putting down the rebellion, 
but none were put into practice. The Wuzeer 
went into the town, accompanied by some' troops ; 
but soon returned, having made no impression. 
The King wrote to Sir William Macnaghten, pro- 
posing that a free pardon should be offered to all 
offenders, and that all should be forgiven and for- 
gotten if the leaders of the insurrection would 
come to his durbar, and, acknowledging their 

D 
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faults, retmn to their allegiance This, of course, 
•was never carried into execution Five companies 
of the 54th, commanded by Capt Cony, accom' 
pamed by some cavalry, arrived , having lost on 
the way, between cantonments and the Bala His=ar, 
the baggage and clothmg of the grenadier and 
light companies, who, con'^equently, were exposed 
to the rigorous mghts without a single article of 
clothmg Although fired on the -whole ^v ay, they 
had only three men wounded The cavalry re- 
turned, but the 54th remained witJi the head- 
quarters of their regiment 

4fA — At two m the mormng firmg recom- 
menced at the city Khan Shireen Khan and 
some others are conjectured to liave dnven the 
fighting party out of the city , but we do not hear 
of the heads of the faction (AbdooUah Khan, the 
proprietor of the Pi^heen Valley, Amccnoolali 
Khan of Logur, and Sekunder Klian) being seized 
The msurgents m great numbers took po'-scssion 
of jMahmood Khan’s fort, the Shah bagh, AIo- 
hommed Shnreef’s fort, and the garden between 
the Godo^^n fort and the fort called the Bazaar 
of the Europeau regiment. 

Our guns from the south bastion opened early, 
and played almost ail day on JMahmood Klian’s 
fort, and on any body of AfTglians that showed 
tUcm«cl>e'» Lieut ‘NVarren, nho held the Com- 
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missariat fovt witli lifty men, wrote to the Gene- 
ral to say, that, unless rein to reed, he could not 
hold out ; that he was surrounded by the enemy, 
who he feared were mining the walls, and they were 
preparing ladders lor the escalade ; adding also 
that some of* his men had tdready lelt him. 

In the evening a party of cavalry and infantry 
were sent to aid him in evacuating his position ! 
Capt. Boyd, the Bengal Commissariat olKcer, on 
hearing the object of this force from Capt. Grant 
(Assist. Adjt. Gen.), proceeded in person to Gen. 
Elphinstone, accompanied by Capt. Johnson (the 
Shah’s Commissariat officer). They urgently en- 
treated him to recall them, and, instead, to send 
such rcinfovceincuts as were recpiired to hold a 
position of such vital importance ; pointing out the 
certain destruction of the Avholc force in canton- 
ments, in the event of the capture of all our sup- 
pHes. The General acquiesced in their views, and 
promised to issue the order for reinforcements. 
The above detachment was very shortly obliged to 
return to cantonments, having suffered most se- 
verely in men and, horses, who were fired upon 
from behind every face and from every loophole 
of Mahommed Shureef’s fort, Avithout their being 
able even to see an enemy. Previous to this de- 
tachment going out, a party of Europeans, under 
Capt. Bobinson, Avent doAvn the Kohistan road to 

j> 2 
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eflfect the same object Capt I{obinson(H M 4-lth) 
being killed, this small party was obliged to retire, 
haviiig suffered severely Two horse artillery 
guns accompanied the party Lieut Waller, 
H A, and Lieut Forty e, 44th, were wounded 
The whole of tlus occurred within 230 paces of 
the south bastion In the evening no reinforce- 
ments bad been sent to Warren, and the two heads 
of the Comim«sanats, Johnson and Boyd, agoui 
went to the General, to entreat he would not Io»e 
any more time m sending aid to that officer, and 
informed him there were but two daj & provisions 
left in cantonments , pomted out tlie great fears 
entertained that we could not procure supphes 
fiom the ^urroundmg country, with the enemy m 
force in the neighbouring forts, and the conseq^uent 
destruction of our force from famine, unle^^s tJio 
Godown fort were taken possession of at all ha- 
zards. The General conceded to the'>c opmions. 
As Mabommed Sluireef ’s fort commanded the only 
gate of the Commissariat fort, it ii ould be requisite 
first to take possession of that fort Tlic political 
authontics had no persons from whom tliey could 
obtain information 1 Tor a reward of fifty rupees 
one of Jolinson’s scr\ ants proceeded to the fort, and 
brought back intelligence (in about half an hour) 
tint ho saw tuenty or thirty men with lighted 
matchlocks '‘itting on cither side of tlio uickct 
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lie judged, from the silence tluit prevailed, there 
were but few then within, and affirmed there 
were none on the road. Johnson subsccpicntly 
sent another man, who confirmed the reports, but 
did not see any lights near the wicket. iUl this 
was made known to Gen. Elphinstone, who de- 
termined on taking jiosscssion of the fort, and 
Capt. Boyd volunteered to carry the powder to 
blow in the gate. The General, however, after- 
wards listened to other advice from other of his 
staff officers, who Avere averse to the proceeding, 
as involving too much risk ! During this time 
another letter was received from Lieut. Warren 
by the adjutant of his regiment, stating that 
unless he Avas immediately reinforced, he must 
abandon Ins position, as many of his guard had 
gone over the AvaU to cantonments, by Avhich his 
force was much Aveakened. Capt. Boyd and John- 
son left the General about midnight under the 
impression that Mahomed Shureef’s fort Avould 
be immediately attacked and the Commissariat 
one reinforced. 

A letter Avas Avritten by order (by Capt. Bel- 
IcAv) to assure Lieut. Warren that he shoidd re- 
ceive reinforcements by two o’clock in the morning. 
Capt. Mackenzie held his (the King’s Commis- 
sariat) fort until his ammunition Avas entirely 
expended, and then cut his Avay through the 
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town; but in, so doing was -wounded in three 
places. Strange to say, this officer owed his life 
to beating a woman ! He told his people to aban- 
don their property and sa-ve their lives. A woman 
put down her cMld to save her pots and pans ; and 
expostulation being of little effect, and time most 
precious, Mackenzie dre^Y bis sword to strike her 
■with the flat of it, by which means he had it in 
his hand when he was attacked immediately after- 
wards. 

Trevor’s tower has been burnt. Had re- 
inforcements and amm-unition been sent to Tre- 
vor’s tower and Alaekenzie’s fort, they might 
have held out for ever against any force the rebels 
could have brought against -them. The Hazir 
Bashes refused to stay to defend them, because 
they saw tliey must be sacrificed, and that no 
reinforcements were sent. Had they arrived, the 
Kuzzdbashes would liavc declared opeuly in. our 
favour, with Khan Slnrcen Khan at their head ; 
but unless supported by us, they dreaded giving 
offence to the insurgents. 

Another party lias been sent out with guns; 
it is said they arc to fire the city, but most likely 
it will be a mere demonstration. Such it has 
proved. The guns were sent to take possession 
of the Lahore Gate ; they got not quite to Mali- 
mood Khan’s fort, and had to come back again. 
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The enemy have now possession of the Com- 
missariat fortj the fort opposite the Bazaar fort, 
or Mahommed Shureef ’s, and the Shah bagh ; the 
two latter posts appear to have been left imoccii- 
pied for the enemy’s especial advantage. 

The only mortar we have being a five-and-half- 
inch one, has little more effect than a popgun of 
large calibre. 

A gun has been sent to attempt to blow open 
the gate of the Shah bagh, which Sturt says will 
be a woi'k of time with a gun ; and they cannot use 
a powder-bag, as the gate is not get-at-able for the 
crowds of people fighting all the way from the 
Bazaar fort to the Shah bagh, and thence to the 
city. 

A large party of horsemen have shown them- 
selves coming down the Siah Sung hill: the 
cavahy are sent to look after them. Mahmood 
Khan’s fort is occupied by the enemy, who are 
to be shelled out, it is said; but we have been 
throwing shells into the small fort opposite the 
Bazaar (Mahommed Shm^eef’s) since 12 o’clock, 
and now at 4 they are still at it, and seem to have 
done nothing. 

A Ktdassy of Capt. Maule’s has just come in 
from the Kohistan half naked : he reports, that the 
Kohistanees are all up ; that Maide and Wheeler 
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■\ycre killed at Kar Dui'rali, and that they were 
overpowered. 

This day Lieut. Gordon, of the 37th, was killed; 
Capt. Swayne, 44tli, ditto; Lieut. Walsh, of the 
Shah’s service, wounded in the thigh; Hallahan, 
44th, in the shoulder; Warren, 54th, wounded; 
Capt. llobinson and four men, 44th, killed, and 
sixteen wounded. 

The cavalry had brought in six wounded, and 
had thirty-one missing at 5 o’clock. The 5tli ca- 
valry went up to the gate of the Shah bagh in 
gallant style; but it w'as shut too qiiickly for 
them to get in. Hamilton’s horse shot under him 
m the ditcli under the gate. 

At tea-time we had an alarm, and "s ery smart 
firing like ajeu de joie ; bnt it was a false alarm. 
I believe no enemy was seen : it occurred on the 
rampart near to Sale’s bastion. 

After we had, as we thought, settled poor Sturt 
for tlie night, between 8 and 9 o’clock Capt. 
Lawrence came to sec liim and ask lus advice. 
Sturt luid wished to have communicated with the 
General on the defence of the cantonments, and, 
ill as he was, he Ixad written a letter to him ; hut 
tliinking tliat advice from so young an officer 
might not be relished, he, notwithstanding my 
rcmonstrauccs on the subject, tore it up. About 
10 o’clock, Lieut. Eyre, Deputy Commissary of 
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Ordnance, and Capt. Warburto'n, tlie Stall’s Top- 
sliee Bastee, came ; and as they had received in- 
formation that there are men posted outside the 
gate of the captured fort, with matcMocks all 
ready, the plan in agitation of blowing oiien the 
gate with a bag of powder would not answer: 
they, therefore, with Stm’t, decided on getting 
the two nine-pounders into the bastion, and on set- 
ting to work forthwith to cut the einbrasm’es to fit 
them ; and between 2 and 3 o’clock in the morn- 
ing was fixed upon as the time to commence 
playing on the fort to breach it, and at the same 
time to throw in a proportion of shells to create 
confusion. The place to be taken by assault. If 
this does not succeed, we shall probably have to 
retreat to JeUalabad. Stm’t strongly advises the 
troops being all thrown into the Bala Hissar, and 
the cantonments being abandoned until we get up 
reinforcements ; but the cry is, how can we aban- 
don the cantonments that have cost us so much 
money ? 

The enemy’s force are estimated at from 1500 
to 2000. Brig. Shelton is expected in from the 
Bala Hissar, where they are said to be short of 
provisions. Here we got six seers of ottah for the 
rupee yesterday, but to-day none is procm'able. 
The servants are to get half rations from the com- 
missai’iat to-morrow. 

B 5 
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were killed at Kar Durrab, and that they were 
overpowered. 

This day Lieut. Gordon, of the 37tli, was killed; 
Capt. Swayne, 44th, ditto ; Lieut. Walsh, of the 
Shah’s service, wounded in the thigh ; Hallahan, 
44th, in the shoulder; Warren, 54th, wounded; 
Capt. Robinson and four men, 44th, killed, and 
sixteen wounded. 

The cavalry liad brought in six wounded, and 
luid tliirty-one missing at 5 o’clock. The 5th ca- 
valry went up to the gate of the Shah bagh in 
gallant style; but it was shut too g^mckly for 
them to get in. Hamilton’s horse shot under him 
in the ditch under the gate. 

At tea-time we had an alarm, and ^ ery smart 
firing like a feu de joie; but it was a false alarm. 
I believe no enemy was seen : it occurred on the 
rampart near to Sale’s bastion. 

After we had, as we thought, settled poor Sturt 
for the night, between 8 and 9 o’clock Capt. 
La%vrencc came to see Iiim and ask Ids advice. 
Sturt Iiad wished to ha% c commimicated with the 
General on tlie defence of the cantonments, and, 
ill as he was, he had written a letter to him ; but 
tliinking that advice from so young an officer 
might not bo relished, lie, notwithstanding my 
remonstrances on tlic subject, tore it up. About 
10 o’clock, Lieut. Eyre, Deputy Commissary of 
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Ordnance, and Capt. Warburton, the Shah’s Top- 
shee Bashee, came ; and as they had received in- 
formation that there are men posted outside the 
gate of the captured fort, with matchlocks ail 
ready, the plan in agitation of blowing open the 
gate with a bag of powder would not answer: 
they, therefore, Avith Stm*t, decided on getting 
the two nine-pounders into the bastion, and on set- 
ting to Avork forthwith to cut the embrasm'es to fit 
them ; and betAveen 2 and 3 o’clock in the morn- 
ing Avas fiAed upon as the time to commence 
playing on the fort to breach it, and at the same 
time to throw in a proportion of shells to create 
confusion. The place to be taken by assault. K 
this does not succeed, Ave shall probably have to 
retreat to Jellalabad. Stm’t strongly advises the 
troops being all thrown into the Bala Hissar, and 
the cantonments being abandoned until Ave get up 
reinforcements ; but the cry is, hoAV can we aban- 
don the cantonments that have cost us so much 
money ? 

The enemy’s force are estimated at from 1500 
to 2000. Brig. Shelton is expected in from the 
Bala Hissar, where they are said to be short of 
provisions. Here we got six seers of ottah for the 
rupee yesterday, but to-day none is procurable. 
The servants are to get half rations from the com- 
missariat to-morrow. 
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At the Bala Hibsar two companies 11! weie 
warned for service under Capt, Corn, 54th, for the 
purpose of entering the town to cause a di\crBion 
during the expected attack which it was understood 
there was about to he made from cantomnents. 
However it was, as usual, only one of the theoretical 
plans so often talked of, and so little practised. 
ConoUy, Troup, and Hay had gone there for the 
purpose of assisting with coun&el ; but there was 
“ great cry and little wool,” and notlung was done. 

The supplies are become very limited, and it 
becomes a question how the troops and HoroC Artil- 
lery horses are to be fed : to-day there were only 
three days’ provisions left ; hut owing to the great 
exertions of Capt. Kirby, Acting Assistant Com- 
missary-General, a very large quantity was laid in. 
Darnel Khan and Timor iCian, two Armenian 
merchants, being very instrumental in procuring 
them- Immediately in the neighbourhood of the 
Bala Hissar "sn ere fields of wheat sti etching out 
for many acres ; the wheat being the second crops, 
and some lialf a foot lugh, was found to bo ex- 
cellent food for the cattle ; the gro^ cs also, in the 
\icimty, were aU cut down for firc-uood, uliich, 
as long as it lasted, was very liberally distributed 
to tho troops by the King. 

5th . — At 5 o’clock A. ii., no reinforcement 
having gone to the absistauce of Lieut. Wanen, 
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althougil promised by 2, that officer vacated the 
Commissaiiat fort. No blame can attach to hhn, 
but much to those who withheld aid. The enemy 
took possession, depriving us of oui' only means of 
subsistence. Nor was this all the miscliief: it 
gave both confidence and much plunder to the 
enemy, and created great disgust amongst the 
Em’opeans, who lost all their rum ; a worse loss 
was all the medical stores, sago, arrow-root, wine, 
&c. for the sick. 

The men in cantonments were employed all 
day, the guns and mortal’s thi’owing shot and shell 
at the Mahommed Shmeef ’s fort ; Major Swayne 
being ordered with a veiy insufficient force to 
attack it, only two companies with two Horse Ar- 
tillery guns, imder Lieut. Eyre. The latter were 
ordered to be placed.on the Kohistan road, outside 
the gate of cantonments, and to keep up a heavy 
fire on the fort ; whilst Major Swayne was to ad- 
vance rapidly on the fort, and blow open the 
gate Avith a bag of powder. Lieut. Eyre obeyed 
his orders ; but his ammunition was all expended 
before the arrival of Major Swayne’s party, who, 
instead of advancing, had, on a fire of matchlocks 
being opened from the fort, taken cover under 
some walls from the heavy fire of the enemy ; and 
having expended all their ammimition ineffectually, 
the whole had to retire with some loss of men and 
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.At the Bala Hissar two companies I ! I were 
warned for service under Capt. Corn, 54th, for the 
purpose of entering the town to cause a diversion 
during the expected attack which it was understood 
there was about to be made from cantonments. 
However it was, as usual, only one of the theoretical 
plans so often talked of, and so little practised. 
ConoUy, Troup, and Hay had gone there for the 
purpose of assisting with counsel ; but there was 
“ great cry and little wool,” and notliing was done. 

The supplies are become very limited, and it 
becomes a question how the troops and Horse ArtU- 
Iciy horses are to be fed : to-day there were only 
tlxrec days’ provisions left 5 but owing to the great 
exertions of Capt. I^by, Acting Assistant Com- 
niissarj’' -General, a very large quantity was laid in, 
Hamel Khan and Timor IChan, two Armenian 
merchants, being very instrumental in procuring 
them. Immediately in the neighbourhood of the 
Bala Hissar were fields of wheat stretcliing out 
for many acres ; the wheat being the second crops, 
and some lialf a foot liigh, was found to be ex- 
cellent food for the cattle : the groves also, in the 
vicinity, were all cut down for fire-wood, wliich, 
as long as it lasted, was very liberally distributed 
to the troops by the Iving. 

5f/i, — At 5 o’clock A. ii., no reinforcement 
having gone to the assistance of Lieut. IVarren, 
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althougli promised by 2, that officer vacated the 
Commissariat fort. No blame can attach to him, 
but much to those who withheld aid. The enemy 
took possession, depriving us of our only means of 
subsistence. Nor was this, all the mischief : it 
gave both confidence and much plunder to the 
enemy, and created great disgust amongst the 
Em'opeans, who lost all their rum ; a worse loss 
was all the medical stores, sago, an’ow-root, wine, 
&c. for the sick. 

The men in cantonments were employed all 
day, the guns and mortars thi’owing shot and shell 
at the Mahommed Shmeef ’s fort ; Major Swayne 
being ordered with a very insufficient force to 
attack it, only two companies with two Horse Ar- 
tillery guns, rmder Lieut. Eyre. The latter were 
ordered to be placed-on the Kohistan road, outside 
the gate of cantonments, and to keep up a heavy 
fire on the fort ; whilst Major Swayne was to ad- 
vance rapidly on the fort, and blow open the 
gate with a bag of powdei’. Lieut. Eyre obeyed 
his orders ; but his ammunition was all expended 
before the arrival of Major Swayne’s j^^ii’ty, who, 
instead of advancing, had, on a fire of matchlocks 
being opened from the fort, taken cover under 
some walls from the heavy fire of the enemy ; and 
having expended all their ammunition ineffectually, 
the whole had to retire with some loss of men and 

D 6 
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At tlie Bala Hissar two companies I ! 1 were 
warned for service under Capt. Corri, 54th, for the 
purpose of entering the town to cause a di^eraion 
during the expected attack which it was understood 
there was about to be made from cantonments. 
However it was, as usual, only one of the theoretical 
plans so often talked of, and so little practised, 
ConoUy, Troup, and Hay had gone there for the 
purpose of assisting with counsel ; but there was 
“ great cry and little wool,” and notliing was done. 

The supplies are become very limited, and it 
becomes a question how the troops and Horoeihrtil- 
lery horses are to be fed : to-day there were only 
three days’ provisions left ; but owing to the great 
exertions of Capt. Kirby, Acting Assistant Com- 
mitosary -General, a very large quantity was laid in. 
Darnel Khan and Timor IChan, t^\o Armenian 
merchants, being very instrumental in procuring 
them. Immediately in the neighbourhood of the 
Bala Hissar were fields of wheat stretching out 
for many acres *, the wheat being the second crops, 
and some lialf a foot high, was found to be ex- 
cellent food for the cattle : the groves also, in tire 
vicinity, were all cut down for fire-wood, wliich, 
as long as it lasted, was v ery liberally distributed 
to the troops by the Bung. 

5fA. — At 5 o’cloek a. 3L, no reinforcement 
having gone to the a&aistaucc of Lieut. AVarren, 
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although promised by 2 , that officer vacated the 
Coiimiissariat fort. No blame can attach to hmi, 
but much to those who withheld aid. The enemy 
took possession, depriving us of our only means of 
subsistence. Nor was this all the miscliief: it 
gave both confidence and much plunder to the 
enemy, and created great disgust amongst tlio 
Eiu'opeans, who lost all thcli* rum ; a worse loss 
was all the metlical stores, sago, arrow-root, wine, 
&c. for the sick. 

The men in cantomnents were employed all 
day, the guns and mortars thi'owing shot and shell 
at the jVIahommed Shureef’s fort; Major Swayne 
being ordered with a very insufficient force to 
attack it, only two companies with two Horse Ar- 
tillery guns, under Lieut. Eyre. The latter were 
ordered to be placed.on the Kohistau road, outside 
the gate of cantonments, and to keep uj) a heavy 
fire on the fort ; whilst Major Swayne was to ad- 
vance rapidly on the fort, and blow open the 
gate with a bag of powder. Lieut. Eyre obeyed 
his orders; but his ammimition was all expended 
before the arrival of Major Swayne’s party, who, 
instead of advancing, had, on a fire of matchlocks 
being opened from the fort, taken cover under 
some walls from the heavy fire of the enemy ; and 
having expended all their ammunition ineffectually, 
the whole had to retire ^vith some loss of men and 

D 6 
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horses. This was the only opportunity that offered 
of retrieving our loss. The enemy were busied in 
hundreds all day in carrying off our stores^ all 
wlueh. we plainly saw from cantonments. The 
troops retired by order of Gen. hUphinstone, to ray 
no small surprise^ for the enemy had begun to run 
out from a broken bastion ; but when they found 
our people retreating, they took courage, and no 
more left the fort, on which shot and shell kept 
playing all day. After stating this, it is unneces- 
sary to add that Sturt’s suggestions had not been 
acted on. 

Wlien the 44th retreated from I\Iahommed 
Shureef ’s fort, all were in amazement ; the 37tU 
asked leave to go and take it, but were not per- 
mitted to do so. The Sipahees arc grumbling at 
short allowance, and not being allowed to do any 
thing. The 37th were anxious to be employed in 
recovering the Connnissariat fort, though no ac- 
tual proposition to that effect was officially made 
to the GeneraL 

On this day a report was carried to the King 
and ConoUy that the rebels had mined from the 
Shot Bazaar to immediately under II. hl.’s 2>alacc, 
which said mine was to be spning tlie same e\en- 
ing. The King instantly left the palace, and took 
up his abode at the Gate of the Haram Serai, nhcre 
he remained during tlie rest of the siege ; and all 



CABUL. 


G1 


day, seated at a window cominimdiiig a tine view of 
cantonments, telescope in hand, watched anxiously 
the course of passing events in that place. He was 
at this time cpiite sunk into a state of despondency, 
and would gladly seize any opportunity of asldng 
the opinion of any of the officers as to 'svhat was 
likely to be the issue of the struggle. He put off for 
the time all the insignia of royalty, made the officers 
sit by him on chairs, and seemed quite yobroiced 
(an expressive eastern term, to be rendered some- 
tiling between dumbfounded and at one’s wits’ end). 
The Shah’s conduct in the particular of the chairs 
is the more worthy of remark, as he had been in 
the habit of keeping the officers for hours standing 
with folded hands silently in liis presence, and then 
ungi’aciously dismissing them without even a pass- 
ing remark. He now sent to each Sahib a warm 
silk resaiz and a pillow, which were very accept- 
able, as they were all starving with cold. 

Qttli. — Major Kershaw, Lieut. Hobhouse, and 
eleven soldiers of the 13th Lt. In. (who had been 
left at Cabul in consequence of illness) this day 
volunteered their services. 

Sturt, having fretted himself half mad at every 
thing going wrong, determined, weak and ill as he 
was, to go out and do his duty. He is the only 
engineer officer at Cabul. He was unable to dress, 
but went out in his shirt and pyjania to the 
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works. Altkough, lie was out iiimself a Uttle 
after 6 o’clock, he could not get things or people 
into their places until 10. General Elphiustone 
gave him permission to make any arrangements he 
considered as safe from chance of failure for taking 
the small fort ; but when he had \Yith great exer- 
tion got three nine-pounders and two twentj-fonr 
pound howitzers at work (the latter across the 
road), hlajor Thain was sent to him to desire he 
would be careful not to expend ammunition, as 
powder was scarce! there being at the time a 
sufficiency for a twelvemonths’ siege I Hone'ver, 
Sturt made no alteration in his proceedings, and 
by 12 o’clock an excellent breach was made, the 
bastion being thrown down and great part of the 
curtain, so that ladders were not required: the 
gate was blown in at the same time by Capt, 
BcUcw, Assist.- A(ljt.-Gen. There was a small 
crack in the rampart near Sale’s bastion, of which 
I used to take ad\ antage, as a stepping-stone to 
enable me to see what n as going on ; and from 
my position I saw the storming party ascend the 
breach, under a heavy fire, with a commendable 
steadiness and great alacrity : they quickly drove 
the enemy from their stations, who then escaped 
through the icket into the Shah’s garden. The 
storming party was commanded by lilajor Griffith, 
of the 37 th K. L, consisting of the fight company 
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of tlic Queen’s 44tli, Lieut. Hobliousc and ten 
men of H. j\L 13tli Lt. Inf., one company of 5th 
N. I., ouc company 37th N. I. ; in all about 150 
men. Lieut. Laban, 44tli, killed whilst waving 
his sword on the highest point of the breach; 
Mr. Leas, 5th, wounded. I believe we had 
nineteen Icilled, and several wounded; amongst 
the latter, one of the 13th. The Hag taken from 
the enemy was waved on the crest of the breach 
by a Sipahee of the 37th, \vho captured it, and 
who Avas promoted Ibr the act. He and a ha- 
vildar of the same corps, though belonging to 
the rear company, were, with Lieut. Laban, the 
first into the fort. But few of the enemy were 
found killed; but it is difficult to esthnatc the 
numbers of their slain, as they are so particular 
regarding Moslem burial that they ahvays, when 
practicable, drag the bodies away. Great num- 
bers escaped to the liiDs behind, Avliich Averc 
C|uicldy covered Avith horsemen, from 2000 to 
3000 men. A party of Anderson’s horse chiu’ged 
straight up the hill (just to the left of the gorge 
leading to the lake) in most gallant style, and 
drove the enemy along the ridge to the extreme 
left. Meantime, the 5th cavaliy rode along the 
foot of the hill to the left, and charged up at that 
end ; by Avhich manoeuvre the enemy j^re hem- 
med in, in the centre of the tAV ' 



64 


LADY sale’s journal. 


wlien a very severe encouater took place. From 
the top of our house we saw every thing dia- 
tinctlyj the gleaming of their swords in the sun, 
and the fire of their pistols and matchlocks; 
fresh horsemen came pouring on to the assistance 
of the enemy from the back of the liill; they 
buried our cavaliy and Anderson’s horse, who, 
overpowered by numbers and a most galling fire, 
were forced along the ridge to the spot whence 
the first charge took place. 

The Atfghans have many advantages over our 
troops ; one consists in dropping their men fresh 
for combat ; each horseman takes a foot soldier up 
beliiud him, and drops him when he is arrived 
at the spot he ia required to fire from. Their 
horsemen are either gentlemen or yeomen (as 
we should denominate them), all well mounted, 
and their haggage ponies can manage the hills 
much better than our cavalry horses; in fact, 
the Affghan horses seem to me to climb about 
with as much unconcern as goats do. As 
regards pistols, we are on a par, as most .of 
theirs have been presents from the Posha 
IGiana; but their juzails carry much further 
than our muskets, and, whilst they arc out 
of range of our fire, theirs tells murderously 
on us. 

A standard bearer witli a wliitc flag was killed ; 
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he was ovulcntly a person of some coiiscciiiciice, 
from the great anxiety evinced to obtain posses- 
sion of his boily. Inhere ^vere two red Hags in 
another division. 

Capt. Anderson distinguished IjimscH, hilling 
four men with his own hand ; he rude H]) tlic 
gorge to challenge the enemy again, but they had 
the advantage of position, and would not come 
down. 

The enemy continued to crown the heiurhts: 
onr guns were out of range, and tim shot fell 
short. We had infantry out in skirmishing order, 
but the whole was little more than a very exciting 
and provoking spectacle ; for we made little im- 
pression, although the whole of our cavalry was 
out: so cavalry, infantry, guns, and all, came back 
again, and soon after the enemy eatne flown the 
hill, some evidently returning to the Shah bagh, 
and others dispersing more to the left, and pro- 
bably returning to the city. 

' Lady Macuaghten told me to-day that Sir 
Williaur had written to inform Sale that we had 
been in siege since the 2d, and to rerpiest his 
retm-n with the force under his command; to 
leave the sick and wounded in safety fit Gunda- 
muk, under charge of the troops there. To this 
the Generfil assented, and signed the letter ; but 
aftenvards he said it woiild be abandoning the 
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sick and baggage, and refused to lecall Sale’s 
brigade. 

I was asked if I could send a letter from Sir 
■William to Sale, tbrougli Sturt’s influence witli 
the natives ; but if, with secret service money at 
his command, the Envoy cannot bribe a messenger, 
how are poor people like us to do so ? 

Sir 'William has given one of the Kuzzilbash 
chiefs 50,000 rupees to raise a diversion In our 
favour, and has promised liim two lakhs more if 
he succeeds. 

The insurgent chiefs have set up a king, and a 
wuzeer ; they went to the mosque, and read the 
fatcha, or prayer, for the reigning mouarcli. 
Several of the MooUahs refused to recognise the 
name of Shah Zeman: they said they would 
allow that of Shah Shoojali as a legitunate mo- 
narch. There was a long and wordy dispute , 
but Shah ^lahommcd Zeman seems at present to 
possess most power in Cahul. Tins is not the 
blind Shah Zeman, Sliah Shoojali’s brother, but 
a relation of the Ameer Dost ilaliommcd. He is 
an old man, and said to be the son of an cider 
brother of Dost J^Iahouimcd’s, and used to be 
called the Kawaub. He lias struck coin in Ids own 
name. 

Abdoollali Idian has sent a messenger to treat 
with the King, who replied tlut he would receive 
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no such low person, mul lh;it sonic person ol’ re- 
spectability must be scut. The King is also said to 
have seized the man who stubbed Sturt, and to 
have declared his intent to put him to death; but 
just now I believe he dares not do so. 

This day there was a report that Sii’ Alexander 
Burnes and Ins brother were still living, but that 
the people, in whose power they were, were treat- 
ing ibr a very large ransom. 

Capt. ^\^arburtuii left two guns in the city at 
his house ; the Atlghans have bdeeu possession of 
them (six-pounders), and use them against us 
cither with their owu balls, or ours returned to us 
ill that maimer. They hammer our uiuc-pound 
shot into an egg shape. One of them that fell 
in Sturt’s compound attracted attention, as we all 
supposed that they could not be hanmiercd to fit 
other guns. 

Patou and Bellew meet in council with Sturt 
at nine most evenings at our house. To-day ar- 
rangements ivere made for carrying the Shah’s 
garden and the Commissariat fort at daybreak, 
every tiling being so clearly explained that even I 
understood it as well as heimning the handkerchief 
I was maldng. The captured fort, as it is called, 
is now held by three companies. It is proposed 
to be blown up : they are fj[uietly to cut embra- 
sui-es in the vrall for three guns, to cover the 
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attack on the garden Theie is to be a simul- 
taneous attack on the Commissariat fort , and the 
signal for e&caladmg the breach n ith a company 
of Europeans, and one of natives, will be the 
exploaion in blowing up the gate. Plana were 
sketched, and all the nunutiai written out, that 
the General might liavc no questions to ask It ij> 
now midnight, and no reply lias been sent from 
him, though an answer was to have come to saj 
whether the work should be done or not 

This day Gen. Elplunstone ^>rotc to the En\oy 
to state that we were m want of ammunition, re- 
questing him to endeavour to make arrangemeuts 
with the enemy ^ 

Capt Bellew told me that the General has at 
length agreed that Sale’s brigade shall be recalled. 
Had we more men, a brigade imght be sent out 
on the lull, to punish the enemy who defj u** 
there 

The men arc greatly harassed, their duty is 
very heavy, and they lia\e no co\cr night or daj, 
all being on the ramparts. The weather is cold, 
particularly at mght 

There was a good store of gram in the captured 
fort, but ^ cry little of it w as brought into canton- 
ments by the Commissariat, tliougli a gicat deal 
found its waj into the Buuncahs’ “ihops, or was 
earned off by the Sipaliccs uid camp-follow cr 
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A g.cat quantity „f ivl.eat has been brought h. 
to-Jay ami yesterday from the villa-res ..ud 
are promised iurther supplies. ° ^ 

A note from Thaiii mentions that Sale has Iwo 
se.U to, bn, from the very cautions ivordint ef 
order, it appears doubtful ivi.ether he can tal 
-h responsibility upon himself as I i.; 

He K, if he can leave Ins sick, ivonnded, and bao^’ 
ffMSe m perfect safety, return to Cabnl iff 
can do so without endanfren'iKr tho fn i ^ 
eoiuntand. Xow in oT 

Idnd if q,l ! ^ of this 

:;;-essbeaver;t::l:“:;^^^^^^^^^^^ 

la icNeit^Cy he will be told, ‘-'You were not 
oonio up unlcs., you could do so safely 

lere has been much talk of bringino- BnV 
ohelton irom the B-d-i TT;^^ • ^ 

ev„ "'‘^™''«‘=‘ond prowess; the plan is, ho, v- 
lor the present abandoned. 

The troops in the Bala flhsar are better off 
‘ e me, as there are jet some suppUes in the 
- i^s there, though at an exorbitant rate. 

Deqiatches have been sent for reinforcements 
rom Iiandahar. If Gen. Xott’s brigade had not 
Pi-oceeded on their waj to the provinces farther 
than the ETojuk pass, they are to return. 

Accounts have been received that Codrinston’s 
at Charikar Is surrounded- Capr. Battraj, 
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the political agent there, and Lieut. Salisbury, 
killed. Capt. Codrxngtou and the other officers 
wounded, as also ISlajor Pottinger, political agent. 

There has been great talk of withdraAving the 
troops from the Pala Hissar into cantonments; 
but if this were done, the King, with his 800 
ladies (wives, daughters, &c., and their attendants), 
would folIoAV, and Ave should soon he stanedout. 
If Av c make an inglorious retreat to Hindostan, 
he will still accompany us ; and as Ave brought 
him to the country, a\ c must stand by him. 

IVlicn there Avas fir&t an intention of building 
for the anny at the Company’s expense, Capt. 
Sturt gave it as his decided opinion, (Avhich 
opinion Is on record in the letter book of his 
office, in a letter to Sir A. Bnrnes,) ffiat the gar- 
rison should be placed iu the Upper Bala Iljssar, 
from Avhence (Avitb plenty of ammunition and food, 
wliicli might alAA ays be procured from the city, 
cither purchased from friends, or taken zubber- 
dust from the cnemj) Ave ncAcr could be dis- 
lodged, A large outlay (I a\ rito from memory, 
and therefore do not name a sum) a\ as expended 
in coimncucmg barracks, bombproofs, S.c. ; and 
last, not least, a new AAing A\a3 added to a p-ilacc 
for the Envoy, and another, to nmke all squaic, 
A\as laid out, A\hen the King sent to say he 
Avould neither Iuac the Envoy nor the troops in 
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the Bala Hissar: so all the money spent was 
thrown away, and the King had the new wing 
and the whole palace thrown down because it 
was originally erected by the Dost. 

The camp was pitched at Siah Sung ; but that 
site Avould not answer for a cantonment for many 
reasons detailed by Sturt in Ins public letter, 
which I propose appending to niy Journal. ■- I 
shall therefore only notice two of them, — the 
distance from good water, and the whole spot 
being conunanded by the heights that surround it, 
except on one side, which is a morass, and from 
tluit cause not piuticularly healthy at some sea- 
sons. 

There was gi’ound on the further side of the 
city, but that would not answer, as should an 
insurrection occur in Cabiil it Avould cut off om* 
communication with Jellalabad. 

Eventually the King gave up a garden or 
orchard, the present site of cantonments, with 
water at hand, good and plentiful, and always 
procurable by diggizig two feet for it in any 
direction. 

Stiurt luges the absolute necessity of our now 
withdrawing our forces from the cantonments 
into the Bala Hissar, but is still met by the cry 

* This letter was lost, together with ah the res 
documents of the army. (See p* 2.) 
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of, “ How can we abandon tbe good buildings 
and property ? ” 

The ammunition might be buried and con- 
cealed, the guns spikedj &c. ; but a great deal of 
the former might be sent into the Bala Hissar by 
the cavalry carrying each man a proportion on 
his horse nightly, and many of the latter might 
be taken to the citadeL 

To Sergt. Deane, of the engineers’ department, 
the army are \ ery greatly indebted for his great 
personal exertions in getting in grain. He is a 
particularly intelligent man, and \ ery bUpcrior to 
his present station in life; and tlic fluency with 
which he speaks Persian enables him to pick up 
information, and also to go about at times in dis- 
guise for tbe same purpose. 

If we can only continue to obtain provisions 
as wc have done for the last two days, we shall be 
able to hold out on half rations, and in laiiother 
month, it is said, the Koluatanccs cannot touch us 
for the snow, ^^hich fell heavily on the hills laat 
night. 

Wc had Kun hero late in the evening, and at 
night ; and this morning I saw a great increase in 
the snow on the hills. 

In the Bala Ilissar, Lieut. MeUiUc having 
recovered from his wound sufiicicntly to do lus 
duly, was scut down to take charge of the 
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Lahore gate of the fort, which was now’ the only 
opeuiug into the Bala Hissar, the others having 
been built up with almost solid niasonry. 

The troops there were isolated in a fort closely 
besieged, actually without a single case of ampu- 
tating or other surgical instruments amongst them, 
and hardly a grain of medicine ! — most culpable 
negligence, as they might easily liave been sent 
from the cantonments, though a little foresight 
would have suggested their being taken there with 
the troops ; and they might easily have been got 
ready during the time they were under arms — 
more than an hour — before they marched. 

There has been constant firing for the last day 
01'. two on the city side of the fort, and the enemy 
have made several unsuccessful attempts to carry 
off the two guns that are lying beneath the walls. 
Food is already scarce in the bazaar ; and although 
plenty is stored up in the private houses of the 
natives, yet in the shops the price of two seers of 
wheat or two and a half is a rupee. 

The Sipahees complain bitterly of the severity 
of the weather, particularly at night, and above 
sixty men are in hospital at the Bala Hissar al- 
ready, besides the wounded : they are attacked with 
pneumonia, which carries them off in the course of 
^ a couple of days. - The King sent strict orders to 
Melville at the. gate, to allow no one to pass either 

E 
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5a or out wthout a pass from either the ^ruzee^ 
or CouoUy, except the surwana in, charge of the 
grazing cattle which go out at 8 A. M. and return 
at 2y protected by a resaUah of the King’s Sikh 
regt. ; in case of an alarm from without, a flag is 
ordered to be waved from the ramparts, on which 
signal all the catUe are immediately to come hi. 
The above-mentioned resaUah are, without any ex- 
ception, the worst set-up and most disorderly body 
of troops calling themselves a regiment that can be 
imagined: their horses are ill-conditioned, their 
arms and accoutrements nominal, as each man 
dresses as he pleases, a stick with a bayonet on 
the top being the sole offensive weapon of many 
of them. And this is the imperial guard of the 
monarch of Affghanistan ! Besides this regiment 
hi9 majesty has with him in the fort, of his own 
troops (not reckoning those of the 6uhtii(Harised 
force), his orderly regiment (Campbell’s), 400 
Juzailchccs, and 500 of another Ilindostanec 
regt. The orderly regiment arc certainly better 
men of the sort (not being the Company’s soldiers) 
than arc usually met witli, although they did run 
away in the city on the 2ntl, but it ivas not until 
tlicy had lost 200 men and fought gallantly. Camp- 
bell lumbclf is the King’s right-hand man. 

Associated with JfcUillc at tlic gate uas Kaja 
Jeeuial Sing, a man whose fatlicr w'as prince of an 
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extensive territory lying near Caslunere, and who, 
when Shah Shoojah in 1818 was a fugitive and 
an exile flying from Kunject Sing, received liim 
most Idndly, gave him all he asked for: refusing 
every offer or command of Runjeet to surrender 
him up, he transported lum safely to tlie Com- 
pany’s territories. For this, Runjeet deprived 
hun of his Raj, valued at four lakhs yearly, and 
all his property, imprisoning both him and his 
sons : the latter on their father’s death made their 
escape and arrived at the court of Shah Shoojah, 
for whose sake they had lost every thing. His 
gratitude was shown in the regal donation of two 
rupees eight anas daily ! ! Verily they had then.’ 
reward, and well may they exclaim, “Put not 
your trust in princes!” 

From an idea of an insmTection being about to 
take place among the Arabs (who compose a large 
portion of the inhabitants), a proposal was set on 
foot for turning all the Affghans, &c. out of the 
Bala Hissar, and taldng all provisions found for the 
use of the troops both there and in cantonments. 
This, as well as every other enei’getic measm’C 
proposed, was knocked on the head either by the 
King or the politicals, and, instead of turning out 
all useless hands, an order Avas issued to alloAV no 
Avoman to pass the gate unless supplied Avith a 
pass, as an idea had got afloat that they were 
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about to turn out tbeir wives and cluldren ere a 
general massacre of the troops took place How- 
ever, in lieu of an insurrection, food becoming 
'very scarce, all tlie natives became clamorous for 
permission to leave the fort, and go into the city 
with their wives and children,- — ”a consummation 
devoutly to be wished,’ and to insure which it 
had been good pohey to have paid them a high 
piice for their houses and gram, &c This the 
King positively refu'^ed to allow, but ordered a 
Shah-Gazee to jom AlclviUe at the gate, and, 
having exammed them one by one to *500 tliat tlicj 
earned out no arms, to allow females to pa-^s, 
but no man to go on any account. In this w aj , 
in three days were passed out 750 women with 
their cluldren, which was at least a good ndd incc 1 
7//t — I did not go to bed till after ilr Ejrc 
went away this mornmg ho came at a little after 
midnight m consctiucnce of some frivolous objec- 
tions of the Generd's, based I believe mostly on 
Capt Bcllcw’s doubts as to whether the trees in 
the garden next the Comniis^ari it fort were 
planted in hues panlicl to the w all or not. Now 
Bcllcw always has m *‘ob crvation” to throw in, 
or “ begs to suggest” bomctlung He had acknow- 
Itd^cd he had never been m this garden, though 
Sturt had , neither could ho he made to uiidcrstAiul 
iliat It w as the custom of the couutrj to plant the 
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treeSAn Hues parallel with the outer walls : nei-. 
ther could ,he comprehend, that if even a tree 
intervened, a shot would destroy it from the 
heavy nine-pounders. These trees were not gi- 
gantic EngHsh oaks, the gi'owth of a century; 
hut fruit trees. 

The heavy hon nines would now have proved 
their utility against the fort, but the old objection 
of the difficulty of transporting them over bad 
roads still exists; an iron nine cannot be as portable 
as a brass six-pounder, but the eighteen-pounders 
would not have given much more trouble than the 
nines did on the march up, and would have done 
us good service had we them here. Capt. Abbott 
Avrote for 3 eighteen-pounders ; the mihtary board 
made it a case of aiitlmietic, and sent 6 nines ; and 
as they had to be taken up the hills by hand, a 
Httle more manual labour Avould have transported 
the others also over the Affghanee mountains. 

I often hear the Affghans designated as cowards: 
they are a fine manly-looldng set, and I can only 
suppose it arises from the Bidtish idea among ci- 
viHsed people that assassination is a cowardly act. 
The Affghans never scruple to use them long knives 
for that purpose, ergo they are cowards ; but they 
show no cowardice in standing as they do against 
guns without using any themselves, and in es- 
calading and taking forts which we cannot retake. 
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tThc Affglians of the capital are a little ‘ more 
civilised; hut the country gentlemen, and their 
reta'^ers are, I fancy, much the same kind of 
people as those Alexander encountered. 

The Juzailchees were sent out to skirmish : they 
attacked the Shah hagh, and cleared the west end 
of it; they then joined hlajor Thain, who, with a 
sq^uadron of horse and two companies of infantry, 
attacked a garden beyond it, drove the enemy 
out with great slaughter, and burnt the garden 
house. Lieut. Eyre at the same time, through a 
small opening in the wall of the Shah bagh imme- 
diately under the captured fort, played with a eix- 
pounder upon the gate of the garden. Not being 
supported, however, these advantages were lost, and 
the enemy being reinforced In great numbers, the 
above troops were forced to retreat, having lost a 
considerable number of men; par exemple^ fifteen of 
the Juzailchees out of ninety-five were left on the 
field, I have not the actual numbers of the Eu- 
ropeans and Sipaliccs who were slain. 

Tho gun was saved with great difficulty, and 
here a great fault was committed in sending one gun 
only. In the jlfarquis of Hasliugs’s time an order 
w'as published prohibiting a single gun being sent 
out, in consequence of the dissxstrous consequences 
attending its being uiisupt^rtcd during the Ne- 
palcso war. But all seems confiuion here. Those 
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wlio, at tlie head of affairs, ought to have been di- 
recting every thing, appear to be in consternation. 
General Elphinstone from his first arrival in the 
country was in ill health, which gradually in- 
creased on him, tiU. his mind became nearly as 
much enervated as his body ; and so conscious was 
he of his own state, that he had written to Go- 
vernment to give up the command, and also to 
Gen. Nott at Kandahar to come up and take his 
place untd a new commander of the forces was 
appointed. 

’ We are now in circumstances which requme a 
man of energy to cope with them. Major Thain 
is said to be a good adviser, but unfortunately it 
is not always in the multitude of counsellors that 
there is wisdom; and so many proffered their advice 
and crossed his, that Thain withdrew his, and only 
now answers such questions as are put to him. 

8 if A. — At four in the morning a sharp firiag was 
heard, for which at the time we could not account, 
but afterwards found that it proceeded from the 
captmred fort, which the enemy had attempted to 
mine and re-captm'e. They had succeeded in 
making a large hole, but beiag repxilsed they set 
the foxt on fire. At daybreak, finding Stm’t’s 
servant still in the verandah, and knowing that 
his master was to have been up at half-past four, 
I went to the door to inqume, and found that 
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the General, or rather Ins advisers, had decided 
tlxat nothing was to be done. 

The enemy are using our guns against us, 
throning shot into cantonments from Malunood 
Khan’s fort. 

Our men are so over-worked that it is intended 
to give them rest to-day. 

Sturt went out early tins morning, and found 
the garden next the Commissariat fort unoccupied; 
he immediately took the sappers under Lieut. Laiug 
with fifty of the Juzailchees under iSIackcnzie to 
cover them, and sent for two companies of Sipaliccs 
as a covering party whilst they pulled down the 
wall, which was quiclJy accomplished. 

There is a report that we arc to be attacked in 
cantonments fo’ night. Sturt went to Gen. El- 
phinstonc and Brig. Anquctil, v\ ho both gav e him 
carte hlanchct and desired that all his instructions 
should be obcjcd. lie has accordingly placed lo 
guns in position. Wo have only two artillerj 
officers in cantonments that arc available, now 
AVallcr is wounded; they arc Ejrc and War- 
burton. We liavo no laboratory men, — no other 
engineer officer tlian Sturt, v^ho, weak as he h, 
has to do cry- thing. 

AVhen v\c came into cantonments last Novem- 
ber, Sir IVillougliby Cotton commanded the 
forces in AfiglianUtan; and S.dc, as the second 
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liere, and commandant in cantonments, had the 
troops paraded and their posts assigned, in case of 
any sadden attack. These troops (the 1st brigade), 
Avho knew their posts, are now far from ns, and 
no arrangement of a similar kind has been made 
since their departure ; so Sturt has had the officers 
told off to their several stations, has paraded them 
at them, and goes his rounds before he goes to bed 
to see that they are all at their posts. 

It is said that ^Moluin Lull has named the man 
who killed poor Sir ^Vlexander iiurnes; lie also 
writes that there are onlv oOO Kohistanccs in the 

o' 

city, and that otherwise all is going on Avell in 
the Ivuzzilbash quarter of the city, where he re- 
sides. 

It was reported to-day that the city was on 
fire, but it proved to be a village fired by the 
Kohistanccs. 


Conolly writes from the Bala Hissar, account- 
ing for the firing we heard this morning. An 
attack was made on the Bala Hissar, which was 
repubed: the enemy were seized with a panic, 
fancied they were attacked from tlie rear, and 
began to fight amongst themselves ; cries oi 
W'ere heard in cantonments by several p-.'r=on.-5 
besides inyseK. Conolly also writes tiair te 
not only heard that we are to be attacked iO-— - ? 
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but that tbe enemy are maldng up bboosa bags 
uith nhicb to fill up tbe ditch. 

Sturt is gone to lie down to recruit his 
strength, knowing that I never dose no\y till 
daylight, but sit up to watch passing cuts, and 
give the alarm if need be, and have kept my 
nightly watch ever since the insurrection com- 
menced. Our troops as yet are staunch j and if 
we are attacked, and succeed in repelling the 
enemy, we shall be able to keep our own until 
Sale's brigade arriv es. 

The enemy showed to-day on the heights, in 
force about 3000 ; but w e cannot cope with tiiem, 
so content ourselves by throwing slirapncU at 
them. Eyre threw some with great precision; 
the distance was, however, very great, and we 
conactjuently did little execution. IVc also 
greatly feel the want of laboratory men to cut 
fuzccs, &.C. 

Sturt asked for a party to occupy the village 
of Bchmcni, but it v\as not given. The Envoj 
w as anxious to secure this place, hut all w as ui 
vain; and as vye neglected our advantages, the 
tnemj .ivalltd thcm&clvcs of them, and hltcr 
iMu-sjudcc threw hun-clf and 1000 followers Into 
it, "Wc have thereby loat 900 mauuds of ottah, 
wliich was paid for. 
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Two forts near tlic village are in our posses- 
sion. 

An attack expected at about 3 o’clock tliis 
afternoon. 

Brig. Skelton came in from the Bala Hissar 
with six companies of the Shah’s 6th, one horse 
artillery gun, and one of the mountain train. 

-The pcojile in cantonments expect wonders 
from his prowess and military judgment. I am 
of a difterent opinion, knowing that he is not a 
favourite with either his officers or men, and is 
most anxious to get back to Hindostan. I imist, 
however, do him the justice to say that I believe 
he possesses much personal bravery ; but, notwith- 
standing, I consider his arrival as a dark cloud 
overshadowing us. Most "lad shall I be to find 

O O 

that, by his energy, the General is roused up to 
active measures. It is, perhaps, a part of his 
complaint (but, nevertheless, equally unfortunate 
for us), that Gen. Elpliinstono vacillates on every 
point. His own judgment appears to be good, 
but he is swayed by the last speaker ; and Capt. 
Grant’s cold cautiousness, and Capt. Beliew’s 
doubts on every subject, induce our chief to alter 
his opinions and plans every moment. 

At the Bala Hissar they began to be much 
cramped in their correspondence with canton- 
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ments, wliich became very limited; a hurkaru 
stealing out at night, and returning ^vith an 
answer eaily in the monung, being no\Y the only 
means of communication ; and the same man 
never \\ent for more than fi\e days without being 
either killed or confined. 

The AfTghans, Ixaving persons who can read 
English, French, and Eatin, were aware of all 
our secret^;. 

Mohuu Lull and the Naib Shmccf u ere our 
neusgivcrs from the city, and always gaie intel- 
ligence of the arrival of any new chief or body of 
troops ; aUo doing, or saying they wcie doing, aK 
in their power to enter into some sort of te^n^. 
Tlie King ia gradually getting worse and worse, 
and lua quite lost all his sclf-posaCBaion. lie lias 
warned the females of his zenaua (amounting in 
number to 860) that in the c^ cut of the canton- 
ments falling into the liands of the rebels he 
should administer iioicon to them all I At deast 
thcBC arc the reports giithcrcd from his few im- 
mediate atlciulauta; how far they nuiy be relied 
on as true, or whether they arc mcicly set afioat 
to blind us to his own diarc in tlic insurrection, it 
is difficult to say. 

Bfrg; Shchon nhtdeo^cr iho coimiia^Id to 3/aj</r 
Ewart, dull K. I., and left the IJala Ilisear at 
4 A. M., and amitd in ctmtontiient» before da%- 
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brealc, without meeting with any opposition on 
the road. 

The troops were left in position as follows : — 

At the city gate of the fort were 2 companies of 
the o-lthj 1 gun horse artillery, 1 of the mountain 
train. At the centre square above the palace 2 
companies 54th, 2 guns horse artillery, 1 eighteen- 
pounder, and just under it a ninc-poundcr. The 
Sikh horse encamped in the square. 

At the Laliore gate, 100 men of tlie 54tli under 
Lieut. ^Melville, with 50 of the Shah’s Juzailchces. 
On a bastion to the left of the Haram Ivhana, 1 
couipau}' of the 54th. On the upper tower of 
the fort, commanding the whole, 100 of the 54th, 
100 Juzailchees, and 1 gun of the mountain train. 
The remainder were in reserve at the palace 
square, with their different parts allotted to them 
in case of an alarm. 

On this day the men at the Bala Hissar Avere , 
put on half rations in consequence of the large 
supplies of ottah required to be sent to canton- 
ments, and which Capt. Kirby is getting stored 
as fast as he can. 

Ammunition, by the directions of the Major- 
Gen., is noAV beginning to be tlnoAvn into the Bala 
Hissar, under charge of Capt. Wallcer, command- 
ing detachment of 4th local horse, Avho has ordeio 
to bring back all the ottah he can collect in time to 
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and a few olliers,got m, -when the enemy’s ca\alrj 
charged, and the 44th turned — “ c (]}H pent. ’ 
Here Shelton proved a trump Cool and hra\e, 
he wth much difficulty succeeded in rallying the 
men, to ‘?a\c tho'^e mside, and when they did 
return they fought hhe lions It Mas a icrj 
fearful affair as witncs ed by nearly aU in can- 
tonmentb , and the men, both Europeans and na- 
tives, m the second attack behaved with undaunted 
courage Capt We^tmacott, 37tb, had been skir- 
luidimg in front, and commanded the advance 
Ho 2 and 3 companies of the 37 th On the 
retreat of the troops, Licuh Hawtrey (37th), Capt 
AlacCrea (44th), Lieut Cadett (44tli), Lieut 
Bird (6tli), Lieut -Col JIackrcll (44th), and too 
or three soldiers (44th), and a hav ildar uid four 
or five of the 37th, were left in the fort, having 
laidied in at the kirkcc (vMcket) Liciits Ilaw- 
tre^ and Cadett returned to endeavour to get more 
of the men uj). Birds account of the affair is, 
that IV hen they got in they experienced a most 
decided opposition, hut the enemy rudiing out at 
the opposite gate, they took advantage of it, 
when ibindontd by their comrade-*, to closc the 
tntrance, securing the chain with i ba^-ontU Ihc 
tutjn}, seeing the sncce s of their own clnige 
outside, rallied, and, cutting i hole m the door 
with their long kuivc-*, thev got out the bajonct, 
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and opened the gate again. Bird and one Sipaliee, 
37th, and one or two others, retreated to a 
room in which there were two horses, and 
through a small opening kept up a sharp lire, 
luckily killing the few who saw them enter, and 
afterwards pickmg off all who passed in thcii* way. 
Above thirty were thus Icilled, fifteen of whom 
fell to Bird’s share, and sbe to that of the Sipahee 
of the 37th, for which the Sipahee was afterwards 
promoted, by Bird’s especial request to Major 
Griffith. Col. Mackrcll went to the door, to look 
if relief was coming, disregarding Bird’s advice to 
remain with him coolly and steadily till they got 
reinforcements. The Colonel Avas wounded and 
fell, and the cavalry cut him up ch-eadfuUy. He 
was Avounded in both legs, one beloAv the knee, 
the other on the thigh; he had three cuts in the 
back, tAvo toes cut off, and three or four cuts on 
the arm, Avhich Avas taken off immediately after 
he Avas brought in. Poor man ! He said, “ This 
is not battle, it is murder ! ” He stiU lives, but 
is not likclv to survive : better had he been shot 
at once. To persons accustomed to cwilised 
Avarfare, these details must be revolting. Even a 
dead enemy is never passed Avithout a cut at the 
body. They cry “ Aman ” themselves, but never 
shoAv mercy to Kaffirs. 

, Capt. MacCrea was in the fort all but one 
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arni> by wlucb they seized lum and dragged bim 
out: Ins was a very similar late, but Iiis sufferings 
were less protracted, for be was dead when found, 
with, I believe. Ins skull cloven. 

Poor "Westmacott of the 37th was cut to pieces 
near the kirkee, Vfe must have killed a great 
number of the enemy. ^Ir. Bird says he liimsclf 
saw above 100 killed, but that as fast as a man 
fell, others came and dragged him away. IMajor 
Scott in vain tried to rally the 4-ith : escited to 
tears, he called for volunteers to follow him, when 
a private, named Stuart, was the only man who 
offered to go, and for which, on its reaching the 
Envoy’s notice, he was, by Sir William’s earnest 
entreaty to Shelton, promoted sergeant. 

"When the storming party came up the second 
time under Shelton, a cruel scene took place. 
The enemy could not have had less than 150 
killed and wounded. We had oun>cl\C3 fully 
that number. There were 26 killed and 28 
wounded of tho 44lli; above 50 killed and 
wounded of the 37 tin I did not hear tlie number 
of tlic Shah’s Gth, and have not access to records ; 
not tlut they arc kept very correctly, for Sturt 
was never returned as a wounded officer. 

The oandnet of the 37th is higlJy tpoken of: 
tlicy dro>o tlic enemy (who lud got on tho top of 
a baation) with their bayonets clean o\cr the side, 
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where they were received on the bayonets of the 
44th. 

The dreadful slaughter of our men is attribut- 
able to a desperate rush of Alfghan cavahy. It 
is supposed that some very influential person was 
in the fort, and has been killed. A body richly 
dressed was found, but the head was carried away. 
This they do when they cannot take the body, 
as the head then receives jMussulman buri;il, 
which the Affghans are very particular in ob- 
serving. A horse was taken, and a sword that 
was much bent; both m'c said to have been 
recognised as having lately been in possession 
of MooUah Mobend of Zoormut. Foiu* other 
forts were talcen, from which tlie enemy ran on 
the capture of the Kikabashecs’. 

Shelton led the troops out towards the Siah 
Sung liill, where the enemy was in force, and 
where Eyre did great execution with two horse 
artillery guns. The troops remained out till dark, 
when, having completely overawed the enemy, 
they returned. Three times the sappers were 
ordered (and as often countermanded) for the 
purpose of blowing up these forts and firing them.. 
At length it was decided to keep the Rilcabashees’ 
fort, and to occupy it. There is known to be a 
large store of boussa and lucern there; and 
we hope also to find grain. Zulfar Khan’s fort 
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was also occupied by us. These forts were not 
abo\e400 yards from cantonments. The furthest 
fort is memorable as the spot where a murder was 
committed not long ago, and was perhaps 1000 
yards distant; of this the four bastions were 
blown up, and the place itself fired. As Brig. 
Shelton has ah\ ays been supposed to be greatly 
disliked by lus men, it has excited much ;i 3 - 
tonishment that the men of the 44th were all 
inquiring after the “ little Brig.^” as they call him. 
They say they are ready to be led to any work 
there may be for them to do. 

This event lias already produced its cflecL 
Khojeli SIcer of Bchmaru has sent liig salaam 
to know our pleasure. The Envoy’s reply w as, 
“If jou wish to keep your two forts, sell us 
grairu” 

The events of to-day mu&t have astonished the 
enemy after our supincncss, and shown tlicm 
that, when wc have a mhid to do so, wc can 
punish them. 

Our spirits are raised and depressed by the 
barometer of public events. Could any thing 
have roused us at first to action, the insurrection 
had been crushed in tho bud. ‘iVlicn the 44th 
turned and fled to-day, the Gen. asked the Envoy 
if ho was prepared to retreat to Jclhilabad as 
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to-uight ; but Sir William replied that he would 
do his duty, aud iicvcr desert the King; and, 
if the army left him, Avould die at his post ! 

Now we are uppermost we hold up our heads, 
aud hope not to have to sculk into the Bala 
Hissar without baggage. Were Sturt’s advice 
tiilcen, we should nightly send ammunition there, 
and, when a sufiiciency is conveyed, all make one 
bold night march in very light marching order, 
just what we can carry on our horses. In there, 
we can be lodged (not comfortably, I grant) in 
the houses of the inhabitants, who would be well 
paid for vacating them. They have laid in their 
stores for the winter, which would be bought at 
any price — and then we might defy all iiitghan- 
istan for any time. However it seems hoj^eless to 
think on such subjects, for those Avho Avith a great 
end in view might be brought to abandon public 
Avorks and j)ropcrty for a time, Avill not consent to 
part Avith their OAvn ! A horse, Avith handsome 
silver-mounted saddle, &c., has been brought in 
by Lieut. Vanrenen, Avho sold it for 120 ru 2 )ees 
to some one Avho fancied it because it Avas sup- 
posed to have belonged to a chief. 

Sturt’s recovery and energy apjjear little short 
of miraculous ; he nearly possesses the poAver of 
ubiquity. He cannot yet mount his OAAm tall horses, 
and must astonish my little CaiDe horse, for he 
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gallops Hm the whole day from bastion to gate^ and 
gate to bastion, laying guns, and off like a shot ; his 
aim being to show the enemy that all our batteries 
and gates had guns in position, which nc could 
fire nearly simultaneously, — for they know how 
weak we are in artillery officers. 

The enemy kept up a smart fire for some hours j 
tlie bullets flew about briskly, and fell plentifully 
in the verandahs of Capt, Boyd’s house. 

An artilleryman was killed whilst sponging his 
gun; also two bhecstces in the j!kIission Com- 
poand. 

Sir William told Sturt this morning that if 
vtC beat the enemy to-day, he felt convinced 
that in five days they would all be off 5 and the 
circumstance of Khojeh Jleer’s salaam is a favour- 
able sign. 

To-morrow early we arc to cndcaaour to get 
grain from ICliojcli Mccr at Bchraaru. 

The gniiu in the Commisa.u*iat fort is still 
burning, and the fort itself still in possession 
of the enemy, ^\ho annoy us from thence and 
from the Shah bogU and ^Mahniood Ivlian’s fort- 
The latter place wc arc not strong enough to 
take unless Sale’s brigade or Nott’s arrives: this 
is much to be regretted, for iu .dl disturbances in 
Cabul, wliichocr party kept possession of tint 
fort ^\aa always tlic conqueror in the end. 
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Gen. Nott may be here with his brigade in 
three weeks : we have plenty of ammunition, and 
if we can get grain we may hold out till they 
arrive.. 

lltli. — Yesterday’s lesson has made the enemy 
shy, and very few showed themselves on the hill, 
and those were all horsemen: none were seen 
on the Siah Sung hills. 

Two regiments were sent to cover the foraging 
party collecting grain from the captm'ed forts. 
600 maunds of wheat have been brought in, 
boussa, &c. •, this gives ns three and a half days’ 
.provisions. 

Ottah is ready for us at the Bala Hissar, and 
the chief of Behmaru has tendered his civilities 
again, now that Meer Musjudee’s people have 
retired from the village; but our 900 maunds 
of grain that were paid for are gone. 

A large grave, or rather pit, full of bodies has 
been found outside the Rikabashees’ fort, which 
the enemy had not time to cover over before they 
retreated. 

Bad news from Candahar. A party of the Shah’s 
troops under Lieut. Crawford, who were escoz’ting 
state prisoners, are said to have been attacked and 
cut to pieces, and it is feared .that Capt. Sanders 
(Engineers) was with them. Capt. Skinner is 
reported to have been killed in endeavouring 
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to escape out of tlic city In v, omen’s clotlie?. 
A dog of Col. Dennic’s, and another of ISIajor 
Kershaw’s, having come into cantonments, has 
caused much excitement : as we have not heard 
from Sale’s camp for some time, we think it 
may be a proof that they arc on their way 
back. 

To-day we have been throwing shells into 
ilalunood Klian’s fort, both from tlie cantonments 
and also from the Bala Hissar. AYc hear tiiat 
to-morrow night the enemy intend to take the 
cantonments, and that they ha\ c fifteen ladders to 
escalade with, and bags filled w’ith houssa to cro^s 
by filling np the ditch. Our men are all in high 
spirits. 

jSIccr ISIusjudec has sent to Sir "William to say 
he will come in to treat ; his v akcel w as in can- 
tonments jesterday. The Giul2)C3 have been 
(it is said) brought off by the En\oy. It was a 
reinforcement of 1000 Ghazecs th.it joined the 
Liiemy jcatcrday at the IBkabashccs’ fort ; it is 
supposed that tlic^ suffered very severely in the 
action. 

12//t. — Arrangements have been made by Sir 
WiHuun with ^Icer ^Iu>*judcc, who is to receiic 
60,000 rupees if hchringsin Codiington’a regiment: 
he, jioor, man, has died of Ins wounds. Tlic ex- 
pected atUck on the cantonments lias not taken 
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place, but there was .a good deal of firing aU 
night, and shells Avere throAvn from one o’clock at 
Mahmood Khan’s fort. 

— The Gihilzye chiefs expressed a wish to 
treat : however that may be, the enemy , showed 
themselves on their favourite heights (Behmaru) ; 
they are supposed to be reinforcements from 
Zoormut. They took two , guns up Avith them, 
Avhich they played upon cantonments. On this 
Brig. Shelton Avas sent Avith a force against them. 
It was Avith great difficulty the Envoy persuaded 
the General and Brigadier to consent to a force 
going out ; and it was late before the troops were 
ready, consisting of — 

A squadron of Anderson’s horse, 120 men, 
under himself: 

The Envoy’s caA^ahy escort, about 60 men, 
under Le- Geyt ; 

The 5th cavalry, aU but their usual guards, 
about 250, under Col. Chambers, being two 
squadrons, the rest being with Sale : 

, A troop of the 1st and another of the 4th 
locals, or Skinner’s and Alexander’s horse, under 
Capt. Walker : 

6 companies of the 44th, under Major Scott ; 
4 Aveak, companies of 40, or 160 men, of the 37th ; 
the Shah’s 6th, the 5th, I believe six companies 
.each. 

F 
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to escape out of the city in omen’s clothes. 
A dog of Col. Denuie’b, and another of Major 
Kersliaw’s, having come into cantonments, has 
can&cd much excitement : as w e have not heard 
from Sale’s camp for some time, -we think it 
may be a proof that they are on their uay 
back. 

To-day we have been throw ing shells into 
Iklahmood IDiau’s fort, both from the cantonments 
and also from the Bala His&ar. We hear tliat 
to-morrow night the enemy intend to take the 
cantonments, and that they have fifteen ladders to 
cacaladc with, and bags filled with bouh^a to cro^3 
by filling up the ditch. Our men aie all in high 
bpirits. 

:Mccr ilu-judec has sent to Sir AVilliam to say 
he will come in to treat, his vakeel was in can- 
tonments jesterday. The Ghibjcs hi\c been 
(it is said) brought off by the Eiuo} . It was a 
reinforcement of 1000 Gh.vzccs that joined tlie 
enemy jcstcrdiy .at the llikah.i5hLCs’ fort; it is 
bupixiscd that they suffered aery sc\eicly in the 
action. 

\2tL Arrangtments ha>o been made by Sir 

AVUUamwith Jkiccr ^lu^judcc, wlio is to recchc 
60,000 rupees if bebringsin Codiington’s regiment: 
he, i)oor. man, lus died of hU wounds. The uc- 
pccled attack on thy c.antonmcuts lus not taken 
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Tkey looked like a gi’eat cluster of bees, but we 
beat tbem and drove them up again. 

The 5th cavahy and Anderson’s horse charged 
them up the lull again and ch’ove them along the 
ridge. 

Lieut, Eyre quickly got the horse artillery gun 
into the gorge between the Behmara hills and that 
to the left (the gorge leading to the plain towards 
the lake) : from tliis position he soon cleared that 
plain, which was covered with horsemen. There 
was another stand made at the extreme left ; but 
we were successful on all points, eaptured both 
guns, brought one of them in, for which we had 
spare horses in the field ; and having no means of 
bringing the other away, it was spiked, upset, and 
tumbled down the hiU. 

The enemy had taken these guns up the hill 
with the King’s elephants ; but unfortunately they 
had sent the anunals back, or they would have 
been fine prizes for us. 

Brig. Shelton, perhaps not considering the late- 
ness of the hour, deferred his return to canton- 
ments until the shades of evening had closed over 
the troops ; and it being impossible to distinguish 
friend from foe, we could not assist with our guns 
from cantonments, which in daylight would have 
swept the plain, and have prevented the enemy 
from following up oiu I’etum to cantonments. 

F 2 
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The enemy cut in' between cantohmenta and 
our men, and their horsemen came up (dose tp 
Sale’s bastion. Our anxiety was very great, for 
all this time our front was attached (it is said by 
400 men); the firing was sharp and long-continucd- 
The Brigadier did not get back till 8 o’clock; and 
it was some time after that before all was c^uiet, 
AVhen the men of the 37th were upbraided for 
turning, they replied, “Wc only retreated when we 
saw the Europeans run, and knew we should not 
be supported.” 

VTa mo\ed into Sturt’s house this evening, as 
Brig. Shelton w as grumbling about the cold in a 
tent. 

The enemy saluted our house with six-pound 
shot, which rattled about and passed us, and several 
struck the house; one was imbedded in the w.dl 
under ^Ira. Sturt’s windows At night w’C threw 
shell as usual into ilahraood Khan’s fort, and 
could plainly distinguish the sound of “ UU.di ul 
Alla” as they burst. 

!JIajor Tbain and CapU Paton nerc wounded; 
the latter had to suffer amputation of the anii; 
the former Iiad a deep flcsh w'ound in tlio shoulder, 
twcUo inches long, and one deep, 

Sturt, going his rounds at night, narrowly cs- 
caj)cd being shot in the back. 

Ath , — Wc had a quiet night; which was a 



CABUL. 


101 


great blessing*, as Sturt was suffering very much 
from the wound in his face. 

The chiefs complained that we broke faith with 
them yesterday in attacking them when they had 
expressed a wish to treat : hoAvever, we were not 
the aggressors, for we did not do so till they had 
fired at us. To-day they have requested we 
will not fire on the hill, wliich has been agreed to : 
they are (they say) busy searching for their dead. 
They had lights on the hill all night, burying their 
slain, and they are now searching for swords and 
any thing they can find, also picking up balls of 
all kinds. 

A number of swords have been taken. 

The tAvo sons of Abdoollah Khan are said to 
be Avounded. We could hear Abdoollah Khan’s 
nagura beating on* the hill quite distinctly. 

Had Sale’s brigade been here, it is probable Ave 
should not be so peaceable ; but our men are so 
hard worked that they require a day’s rest. 

The Affghan cavalry yesterday were not 
inclined to try a second charge : Col. Chambers 
invited an attack, which they declined. Their 
infantry seem to be contemptible in the plain, 
but they fight hard when cooped up in forts. 
They fire from rests ; and then fake excellent aim ; 
and are capital riflemen, hiding behind any stone 
.sufficiently large.to cover their head, and quietly 
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vratching the'ir opportunities to snipe off our people. 
There is also a peculiarity in the Affghan mode 
of fighting, — that of every horseman carrying a 
foot soldier behind lum to the scene of action, 
where he is dropped without the fatigue of walk- 
ing to his post. The horsemen have two and 
three matcldochs or juzalls each, slung at their 
backs, and arc ^e^y expert in firing at the gal- 
lop, These juzails carry much further tlian our 
muskets. 

The Envoy went out to meet some cliiefa in 
Zulficar Khan’s fort : they kept him waiting a 
long time, and tlicu said they could not come. 
jSfeer Jafficr Klian, tlie son of Naib Shureef, has 
returned from collecting the rc%cnuc, with 300 
Hazir Bashes : being all Kuzsdlbashes, wc presume 
he will not be against us. The old Kaib has 
been fined 1000 rupees for having aatocialcd 
with, and eaten with, us infidels. 

iiccr ^lu'-judco is said to he sick ci cu unto 
death in the city, A cosald has a^^i^cd from 
ilacgrcgor, and a letter from Sale of the 9th 
from Guiidamuk. The enemy are ciidciitly 
tpreadiug faUo information, through jiersons pro- 
fcsaing to be travellers. Ko tnucUers arc on the 
roads now, Cossids arc gciuccly procurable } tlic 
few that Iiavcbccn tent to recall the brigade have 
not succeeded In their attempt. The man vvlio 
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went on the 6tli was stopped and his letter read by 
a man who was educated at Loodianah. The 
enemy have another S 9 avant, who imbibed litera- 
ture at the college of Delhi. There is also a 
j)risoner, a Mr. Tierney, in the city ; Avhether he 
assists them or not we do not know. 

The day has passed off quietly, and we look 
forward to a good night’s rest, which is most 
desu-able for Sturt. 

15^7^. — i\fter a quiet night, we have had a quiet 
day. 

Our camels are dying fast: we see several 
dragged away daily; and as they are only just 
thrown without the gate, the air is tainted by 
them carcasses. 

Major Pottinger and Mr. Haughton have made 
then* escape from the Kohistan ; the former has a 
bah. in his leg ; the latter has lost his hand, and is 
severely wounded in the back and neck. During 
the time they were beleaguered in Charikar, they 
were, in common with the Sipaliees of the Shali’s 
4th regiment (Grhoorkas), subjected to great mi- 
sery from the want of water ; the allowance for 
the last four days being one wine glass full per 
diem for each man : the horses they rode on had 
not had a drop to drink for ten days, nor food 
for five. 

The site of the cantonments was badly chosen. 
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In addition to there being no water, which of 
itself rendered the site unfit for a military post, 
their position was completely commanded on two 
sides by the enemy ; who, having cut off their sup- 
ply of water from above, gave the few defenders 
no rest by night or day. Added to these trying 
circumstances, the garrison were encumbered with 
their wives and children, who had been encouraged 
to come up from EKndostan in great munbers. It 
is affirmed that they did so by ^Kirmisbion of liord 
Auckland; it being supposed that they would 
ha>c no wish to quit the cmmtry wltli their fa- 
milies settled along with them. 

The not bring allowed to bring up tbeir families, 
even at their own cxpcncc, was always considered 
as a heavy grievance by the Europeans; but, in 
their instance, tlic wisdom of the refusal has been 
proveiL But to return to the Ghoorkaa; ha- 
rassed by the enemy, and encumbered by their 
families, they sank into a state of perfect ajKilhy; 
not so the Punjabco artiUciymen who served 
the guns. Part of these dcacrtcd to the enemy ; 
and, on tlic following day, liad the insolence to 
return for the puqwsc of seducing away tlicir 
comrades. It uos in tty mg to arrest some of 
these tlut poor Hough ton was so drc.adfuUy 
wounded: pcrcuvlng his intentions, the Jenmdor 
of artillery (a Punjabcc) snatched lit. Pose’s 
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sword from ln*m, and with it cut off Haiighton’s 
hand. It was with great difficulty that Pottingcr 
and Haughton effected their escape. Somcwlierc 
between xUvtenie aiid Istallf during tlic night they 
strayed from the other officei'S. Finding them- 
selves sepaiiitcd from the rest, they determined 
to make the best of their way, secreting them- 
selves in a JioUow during the day, and travelling all 
night ; but Ilaugliton’s wounds, particularly those 
in the neck and back, prevented his urging liis 
horse beyond a wallc. On arriving at Cabnl, 
they decided on going straight through the city 
in the night; they were challenged, and Pottinger 
gave a Persian reply ; which the guard evidently 
judged a doubtful one, as it was followed by a 
volley being fired at them, but fortunately without 
effect, and they pursued their way to cantonments, 
arriving at the gate in such a state of exhaustion 
that had they had a mile finthcr to go they never 
could have sat on their horses. From them I 
heard the' particulars of Maule’s, Pattray’s, and 
Wheeler’s deaths. They were sitting together, I 
believe at breakfast, when some of their own men 
attacked them : they are said to have set their 
backs against the wall and defended themselves 
until they were deliberately shot. 

. The report to-day is that Abdoollah Khan’s 
sons are killed; that Amenoolah’s two sons 
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arc "killed, and Shumsoodecn’s two "brotliers 
wounded j tlie latter arc nephews of the ^inicer. 
Dost ^laliommed. 

It is also reported tliat tUc enemy say they 
cannot meet ns in the field, hut they will star\c 
U3 out of the country* 

The Envoy lias information that wc arc to be 
attacked to-night on tlircc faces of the canton- 
ments ; this is the first night of the moon : Sturt’s 
Affglian ser\ ants say that, if an attack is made, it 
will not be for three nights to come, os at pre- 
sent they are all feasting. 

There is a native report that a Eouj has been 
seen at Sch Baba, wbicli has been magnified into 
Sale’s brigade on the way up ; but from, letters 
of the 9 lb, rcccUed yesterday, it is c^^Jcnt that 
at the time they were written none of our let- 
ters had reached them ; and they were misled by 
false rcjiorts induatrioualy spread by the enemy, 
in the guise of tra>cllerb. 

— There was some quick firing heard 
about one in tiic morning. Tlic news u c gather 
from jicoplc uho lia\c conic in from the city is, 
tlut Nawaub Zcinaii KIvan lias paid lus troops 
three laUis of rupees, at the rate of leu rupees 
for each suwar ami six for each foot soidicr ; t/wt 
they arc in high glee, and tay they will attack the 
Cliaoncy. 
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The ‘25,000 men that ^Ye^•c to do so last night 
did not make their promise good. 

Some Goorkhas that came in to-day say that 
the}*, liavc no information regarding Dr. Grant, 
but that they saw Lt. Dose at Ivarabagli. 

A report has come in from the Bala Hissar 
that Sale has gone on to Jellalabad, ^Yluch Brig. 
Shelton told me he believed, on the princijde of 
“ Being out of a scrape, keep so.” hlost pco 2 )lo 
believe the rc^jort to bo a ruse of the enemy, to 
shut out hope of relief coming to us. We, how- 
cverj doubt Sale’s haviim ever received the order 
to return. 

The city seems to be much quieter, and some 
ottah and grapes were brought very early this 
morning to the gate to sell. Tlie King has 
written to say he Avishes to offer terms to the 
rebels; but Sir William says that they must first 
be sent for his approbation, lest his Majesty 
should offer too much. 

A quiet night, as far as regai’ded hostilities, — 
Avith xfienty of rain. 

l^th . — We had a gloomy day, Avith rain at 
intervals. 

Another report that the 1st brigade is gone on 
to Jellalabad; coupled, hoAvever, Avith its being 
only to deposit their sick in safety, and that a 
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force of 10^000 men liavc arrived there to our 
assistance from Peshawer. 

Jubbar Khan (a brother of the Dost’s) has been 
appointed Wuzeer to Zemau Shah Khan, "who 
has coined rupees in his own name. 

This has been a good grain day : at 12 o’clock wo 
had got in 400 maunds, at two Cabul seers the 
rupee, and otta at one. The Cabul seer la c<iual 
to six Hiudostance seers. The Atfghana continued 
bringing in grain and ottah all the day. 

18^/i. — This morning, at 2 o’clock, an attempt 
-was made to tlirow in ammunition into the Bala 
Hissar, but it failed ; and Capt. Walker and Lieut. 
Webb reported tluit the bridge, wliich W’os to 
have been repaired by the Wuzeer, had not been 
touched. 

Accounts received from JcUalabad by a cossid, 
who brought a letter to Sir WUlixuii wliich ho 
liad tom in tlircc pieces for tlic better conceal- 
ment of its contents; on seeing the enemy ho 
swallowed another small one; he was searched, 
but brought in the tom letter widiout discovery, 
lie reports, that, after Jdaegregor gav o him tlic 
letter, he delayed his Jcjiarturc a little; lliat 
there was a grand Luryt at Jcllalabatl ; that Solo 
liad thrown his force into the fort tlicrc; that the 
enemy lud come down with 40,000 men, and 
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Sale liatl sallied out and beat tliem, pursuing the 
enemy eight or ten miles to Futtcabad. 

i^laiotlicr report stated that Sale had been 
obliged to spike tlirce of his guns. A few hours 
jifterwards another courier anived with a letter 
from Sale, by Avhich it appeal’s that tlie enemy 
surrounded the fort, in number about 5,000, and 
that he ordered a sally under Col. Moiitcath, of 
600 infantry, all his cavalry, and three guns. 
The cavalry maintained their character, and be- 
haved nobly, and the enemy got severely handled. 

My letter, containing a precis of goings-on 
here from the 2d to the 8th inclusive, had 
reached Sale, and was the only detail of events 
that had been received; it was sent on to the 
Connnander-iu-cliicf, and a copy of it to Lord 
Aucldand. Sale had written to Capt. Macke- 
son at Peshawer for provisions, ammunition, and 
troops. 

It had been wished that tliis bloAv below should 
be followed up by another here ; but the council 
at the General’s was as usual both divided and 
, wild. One plan was to sally out, sword in hand, 
and attack the town, — a measure that must have 
been attended with great loss on our side, even if 
; victorious ; with the pleasing certainty of all who 
were left in cantonments having their throats cut 
during the absence of the ti’oops.' 
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Tlic next proposition vras the taking of Killa 
jMalunood Kliau. But nearly the same objection 
existed there. ^Vith a large force, and much pro- 
fc^blc loss, >>’0 might take it; but ^YQ could not 
destroy it quickly, and could not afford troops to 
garrison it. It is rather fortunate that the last- 
mentioned attack was not made : for a few houm 
afterwards we had certain information that, in- 
stead of 200 men, tlic enemy haie nearly all 
their infantry tlicre. 

A report was this day brought to the lung 
that the Jemadar of Juzailchccs, who commanded 
at the Upper Toun, above the Bala Ilisaar, had 
deserted his post during the night, accompanied 
by two non-eomniiseioucd officers of his guard. 
His ^lajcsty was extremely wroth; and ordered 
all the men to he relieved, and anotlicr party, 
consisting of RohiUos from the Peshawer ter- 
ritory, to ho sent in their pUce. ^loat fortunate 
was tire disco verj”, and tJie prompt measures taken 
on the occasion ; as it w as discov crcil, from secret 
information sent in by ifohiin Lull during the 
day, tliat the traitor liad sold the tower to the 
rebel Slnlors for a hundiul gold mobun?. Tins 
iieiu liad the effrontery to retiini in tlic evening; 
and declare, with the greatest sau^froid, Uut he 
Imd only been away on his own business into the 
city; and angrily demande-d why he was deprived 
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of Ills coniniiiiid. He ivas, hoivcvcr, put in irons, 
and coulined in the fort prison. 

Mohun Lull’s account stated that arrangements 
had been made to give up the tower that same 
night to a party who were to come round by the 
back of the liill. Had tliis plot succeeded, the 
Lola Hissar might have been taken, as the tower 
Goimnmids it. 

19th. — At two in the morning an alarm ; which 
soon died away. Shortly after this the ammu- 
nition was sent off to tlic Bala Hissar, under 
charge of Col. Oliver; who sent back to report 
that in consequence of the bridge being out of 
repair, and there being water in the Nullah, he 
could not proceed, and deshed instructions how 
to act. The reply from the General was, if he 
could not proceed, he was to return: when tliis 
arrived, Oliver had got over with the ammunition; 

. but I suppose he misunderstood the order, for he 
recrossed and came back again. With very few 
exceptions the oth N. I. may be said to be in- 
efficient from the conimandhig officers to the 
lowest rank. 

' , In the course of the day w'e got in a good deal 
of grain; but the General appears to be kept in a 
deplorable state of ignorance. Although reports 
are sent in daily, he scai'cely knows what supplies 
are in store, or what is our real daily consump- 
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tion. Affairs are curiously carried on : for iii' 
stance^ tiio Shah’s 6 th indent for six maunds 
dwly ; the SlTth, a much weaker corps, for about 
tv, ciity ! These indents arc all signed by authority I 
The quantity required is easily calculated, as each 
fighting man gets a half seer of nhcat, and cadi 
camp foUo'ftcr six chattaha per diem. There is 
much roguery going on in the regimental bazaars, 
where the Cho\vdrya make money in connexion 
with the Bunneahs, 

They say the 6t!i ha\ e a full bazaar from Loot 
at the forts taken lately, and do not require to 
draw for their foUoivcrs: the 37tU have 5,000 
registered camp folloiv ers, and other coqis mucli 
in the same proportions. 

The Alfghans arc lugldy indignant at Pottinger 
and Ilaughtoii Iiaring ridden tlirough the tow n. 
It certainly appears to us \ciy wonderful th.it 
they did so in safety. 

Tlicrc was some firing iu the city about suu> 
get, — belli guns and%oUc)s of musketry. The 
rebel diicfs arc supiWfcCd to luio attacked the 
Kuzzilbashes in the >itlmty of Jforad ICliaua. 

The enemy luio scat to the Kohialan for the 
guns tluit arc at Cliarikar, and on their arriial 
propose giriug us battle. A plan was kud to 
l^ally out from the Bala lltssar towanls the cil>, 
and destroy an llauuum exactly in front of the 
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Gliuzuce gate. In tliis place reside a barber and 
a blacksnuthj two of the best shots in Cabul, who 
have picked otr many of our men. They com- 
pletely commanded the loopholes with their long 
rifles ; and although tlie distance is probably 300 
yards, yet they seldom fail to put a ball through 
the clothes or into the body of any one passing 
them. It was sufHcient for the loophole to be 
darkened, for it to be fired at ; and it bccjime an 
amusement to place a cap on the end of a pole 
above the walls, wliich was sure to be c|uickly 
perforated by many balls. 

I believe this plan was never put in execution, 
and only. Idee many others, proved a som'cc of 
speculation and conversation. 

20th. — The firing in the city yesterday was 
consequent upon some persons having taken re- 
fuge with the Kuzzilbashes, who refused to give 
them up, as being contrary to the AfFghan rules 
of hospitality. There has been more fighting 
amongst themselves to-day. 

The latest report is that the Ghilzyes, and 
Koliistanees, and all the people who come from 
a distance, are anxious to rctmm to their own 
homes, finding that there is no more' plunder to 
be had, and sundry’ hard knocks being all that they 
are likely to obtain. However, they have been 
requested to stay for a few days, just to see how 
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the CUaoncy is takeu ^\ilcn the guns armc from, 
the Kohistan. These same gvms cannot be -very 
fomudable, for they arc said to ha\c been spilled 
at CliariLar; and, moreover, the carriages are 
broken down — all split at the cle\atlng screw. 

The enemy are now talking of pitclilng camps 
on the other side of the liilla towards the Lake, 
and also on the Siali Sung encamping ground. 

There was a report to-day that a large force 
was coming in \\ith the guns, for wlucli the 
rebels ha-v e sent the King’s clcpliants. In conse- 
quence of tins report, and anotlior tlwt the enemy 
liad taken possession of a fort in our rear, six 
companies of infantry and two troops of horso 
were scut out, hut only a few stragglers were to 
be teen; and the forts uerc all peacc.ibl)- occu- 
pied by u omen and ehddren as usual. 

Camels and tattoos are dj Ing fast, and the air 
is moat unpleasantly scented at times. 

It is now rumoured that the reason Sale’s bri- 
gade docs not come up is, that the tu o regiments 
rcfuac to do bO. Tliis I do not believe ; they may 
lia\c l>cen aniiojcd at the thougljts of returning; 
but I will nc\cr bc\iL>o they refuac to aid us in 
our extremity, if tliey liavu the jwuer to do to: 
and I consider the rci>ort to be of n piuouith 
Brig. Shelton’s cxjircsaion that S.vlo*s brigade w.is 
«afe, and u ould keep to. 
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iSTooreddm Khan (the chief of the Jan Baz, 
who so nimbly have found then way to Cabul), 
was the son of an old servant of Shah Shoojah’s. 
•In conseq^uence of the father having been faithful 
to him through his misfortunes, the King was 
anxious to provide for the son, and gave him the 
command of the Jan Baz. On Nooreddin’s arrival, 
Conolly sent him a message reproaching him 
for the ingratitude of his conduct, to which 
the young scamp replied, that all he could pro- 
mise in our favom' was a safe retreat from the 
coimtry ! 

The Ghoorka corps is said to be entirely cut 
ujo, and we have no longer any hoj^es of Bose’s 
or Grant’s escape. The men are said to have 
been disgusted at having persons placed over them 
as native officers, who were raised at the same 
time as themselves, and who Avere not of higher 
caste. 

We have as yet no news from Candahar, from 
whence we expect to hear of a similar idsing to 
that here. 

Walker succeeded in throwing in ammunition 
into the Bala Hissar early this morning, as also 
30,000 rupees, each horseman carrying a small 
bag of coin. 

To-day part of the ammunition Avas removed 
into Westmacott’s house ; some put xmder sheds. 
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and the rest was left in the sq^uarc: it seems 
there was fear of its being blown up by the 
enemy ! / 

2lst . — The enemy uncommonly quiet; said to 
be employed in manufacturing powder and shot, 
and hammering such of our shot as they pick up 
to fit their gims. 

Some servants of Skinner’s Iiavc gone to the 
Bala Hissar to ConoUy ; they report that their 
master is still safe in the city. Capt, Drummond 
is under Zeman Shall IQian’s protection. 

Shmnsuddecn IQum is said to be dying of his 
wounds. 

At dinner time Brig. Shelton sent to ilr. Eyre, 
stating tliat the En\oy luid information that 
80,000 foot and 10,000 horse were coming to set 
fire to our magazine with red-hot UdU! Ifow' 
thcso balls were to be con^ eyed here red !jot is a 
mystery* os the enemy luuc no battery to erect 
furnaces in: but nothing is too ridiculous to be 
bctic\cd ; and really any horrible story would be 
sure to be credited by our iwnic-slnick garrison. 

It ii more tluui shocking, it U shameful, to hear 
the wmy tliat officers go on croaking before the 
men i it is sufticicut to dbjarit them, and prc%cnt 
their fighting for iw. 

There U sold to be a kind of rejmhlicim council 
in the city, compo5^ed of twcUc chlefif, to whom 
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tlie people at present pay obedience.' I wonder 
what the new King, Zeman Shah Edian, and his 
Wnzeer think of this new power. 

A man of Warburton’s artillery has deserted, as 
also a havildar of Hoskins’ regiment; the latter 
^Ya3 received by Zeman Shah Elan with great 
honour, and told that all good Mussulmans .were 
welcome. A house and shawls were given to 
hun. 

Om' useless expenditure of ammimition is ridi- 
culous. At the captiwed fort last night the 
garrison popped away 350 rounds at shadows, pro- 
bably of themselves : however, we have plenty of 
it; 13 lakhs made up, and 900 barrels of powder, 
shot, bullets, &c. in store in profusion. 

Shelton croaks about a retreat ; and so much is 
openly said of our extremity, that were we obliged 
to fall back on JeUalabad, it is more than probable 
that there would be much desertion amongst the 
Mussulmans. 

It is dijBScult to ascribe the just cause to the in- 
activity of the enemy: if they feared us, they 
would disperse; and if they mean to stan'e us, 
why do they allow us to get in supplies in tne 
q^uautities they do ? That something is in agita- 
tion there can be no doubt ; and the most plausio-e 
idea is, that the enemy think that by keep-i— ^ uS 
on the alert so long for nothing, that we =nall -H 



118 


sale’s JOURX.U.. 


relax in our vigilance, and gi\c tliem tlic oppor- 
tunity to attack the cantonments with success. 

Sturt has in ^ain suggested that a picket of in- 
fantry and cavalry with a couple of guns be sent 
at daybreak up the liill towards Siah Sung, to 
cut off the supplies u c see dmly going into the 
town. 

By purchasing them, o might induce the peo- 
ple to supply lis largely, and at all events prevent 
the enemy obtaining them. I ha^c no i>atience 
with tliosc who say, 0!i, it is not ottali, it is only 
diaicoah” Kow our foes rcf^uire charcoal as much 
as we do food, for they cannot make their giin- 
Xwwdcr without it; and wood is very scarce in 
the city, for the poor people who used to bring it 
in on donkey s lia^ c ceased to do to, Icst it should 
he taken for nothing. 

22rf. — At two o’clock this morning IValkcr 
took the bedding for the artillery to the BaU 
IlhvAr. 

This being considcrctl a propitious iLiy, the 
enemy lined tlic heights towanls tijo like. A 
party was sent to occupy the fritmlly vULigo of 
Behujaru; but, os usiad, deity was the order of 
tile day, and it was deferred until the enemy hail 
token IX>^se^sion, though not in great force. 

On the troojis arriving there under Major 
Swavnc, of the 5th, the enemy ceacuated it: he. 
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instead of allowing the men (as they themselves 
■wished) to enter the village, kept them under 
hedges firing pot shots, on which the enemy re- 
occupied the position. The force sent out was 1 
horse artillery gun, 1 mountain train ditto, 1 
ressalah of Anderson’s horse, 1 ditto WaUcer’s, 
1 ditto 5th cavahy, 400 5th N. I. ; the whole 
under Major Swayne, 5th N.I. In the evening 
a reinforcement was sent of the remainder of the 
5th, imder Col. Oliver. Lieut. Eyre wounded 
severely in the hand. The troojjs rcttumcd, hav- 
ino' done nothing. 

The Ghilzye chiefs say they have sworn on the 
Koran to fight against us; and so they must 
fight, but that they will not fight hard. This is 
what they have told Sir William through their 
emissai'ies. He is trying to treat with all rarties ; 
but the sanctity of an oath is e-vddently lur little 
regarded; and what faith can we pur " their 
assertions? 

We have just heard that Capt.-Wcothru:; with 
130 men, returning to India, was crrfii'tti into a 
fort at Shekoabad, a few marches in, rlis side of 
Ghuznee, W'here they SAVore on. tin to he 

our friends, and where the wnrils rinr — rere mas- 
sacred. Poor Woodbum was rsrn—entcd as a 
strong man, who took flnr arf-n hAees to kill 
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him I There is a report to-day that two regiments 
coming from Candahar have been cut up. . 

Grand dissensions in miiitary councils. High 
and very plain language liaa been tills day used by 
Brig. Shelton to Gen. Elphlnstone; and people do 
not hesitate to say that our chief should be set 
aside — a mode of proceeding recommended a 
fortnight ago by Sir. Baness, the merchant. 

The poor Genend’s mind is distracted by the 
di%crsity of opinions olFcrcd; and tlic great bodily 
ailments he su&talns arc daily enfeebling Uic pow- 
ers of his mind. lie lias lost tw o of his beat ad- 
liscrs in Patou and Thaiu; the fonner confined 
by Ills wound, the latter declining to offer ad>icc, 
from disgust at its being generally overruled, by 
the counsel of the last speaker being acted on. 

There la much rcprcUeuaihlc croaking going on; 
talk of retreat, and consequent dc*crtiou of our 
3Iussulman troops, and tlio confusion likely to take 
place comcqueut thereon, iVU this makes a l>ad 
impresoion on the men. Our soldiciy like to see 
the ofiicers bc.ar their jxirt in pri%ation; it iiuikes 
them more cheerful; but in going the rounds at 
night, ofiicers aro seldom found with the mciu 
There arc those tliat always sUy at their 
posts on the ramjwrts and the men appmiUc 
them as they dcscnc. To jjarticuUriso them 
would be too oi>cnly marking the real; but ihtlr 



CABUL. 


121 


names Avill, T trust, be romembered to tlicir ho- 
nour and advantage hereafter. Amongst these, 
Capr. Bygravc, the Paymaster-Clenend, was con- 
spicuous : he never slept away from his post (the 
battery near Ins liouse) for a single night, and took 
his full share of fatigue, without adverting to his 
staff appointment. 

Col. Oliver is one of the jxreat croakers. On 
being told by some men of his cor{)s, witli great 
jee, that a certain (pjantity of grain had been 
brought in, he replied, “ It was needless, for they' 
would never live to eat it.” Whatever wo think 
ourselves, it is best to put a good face on tlie 
business. 

The enemy arc erecting sungahs on the heights’ 
above Behmaru. 

23r/. — We had firing of one sort or other all 
night. From the Bala Hissar they were shelling 
the cit}’’, and there was much firing from our nun- 
parts. 

At about two in the morning, in conscfiucnee of 
a resolution arrived at the preceding evening to 
submit no longer to the insults of the enemy, (who 
by occupying Behmaru greatly annoyed our fo- 
raging parties, and idmost precluded our attempts 
ing to drive them off the hill immediately above' 
that village, whither they were accustomed to re- 
sort in great numbers for the purpose of bravado,- 

G 
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and aLo probably to pto'sc our strength or weak- 
ncbs) Shelton marched out of cantonments 
with seventeen weak compamea. I bchc\e many 
of them did not muster above forty men Tho«o 
from the 44th were under the command of jMajor 
Swaj-ne of the 5th N. I , those from the 37tli 
and Shah’s Cth, under ilajor Kershaw of the 
13tK All the 5th were employed under thcir 
own colonel (Ohicr) One stjuadron of rcgulir 
cavalry, and two dctachmenta of irrcguUr hor~c, 
one sjv-pound gun under Sergt, MiiUiall, and 
100 sappers and miners under Lieut, Lamg 
Tins force ascended the lull immcdiatelj ibove 
Bclmiaru, dragging the gun u ith them n ith great 
difficultj, and tlicucc up on tlio knoll overhanging 
the village Trom hence they pc rcciv td th xt the 
village was m the ixj^^C'i^iou of the cncni} , who 
vverc disccnxiblo vs they slept arouml tlitir watch- 
firc<. A few rountla of gripe from the gun 
cjuicU) ivrou>cd them, and they Kuight cover m 
the houses ind towers, from which they rcphwl to 
our canmmailt and inu-^kLtrv by ushaqi and j rttt> 
wcU-Histimtal fire of juxails, lloth ufiitcrs and 
men were most anxious to be led ugmi t tin, v»l- 
lagv, to take it by but the llngnltcrwoull 

not he vr of It , and our men wen, bvlidwl) cxtHhrCtl 
to the hre fnmi lK.Umd the wall*, which the enemy 
quicklv loophokxl for (lut puriKirc. After wnit- 
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ing until day dawned, and lo.-’ing the opportunity 
ot‘ taking the enemy by i)Ur{irijje, a party was 
ordered under !Majur Swayue of the ath, who, 
in.’itead of at once leadiim his men through the 
principal entrance into the village, went to a i^mall 
kirkce, whieli he reported himself unable to ibree, 
though thi.-j was afterwards done bv a few jnen 
pulling it down with their hands and kicking at 
it; and after remaining there a considerable time 
came back, having lost several of Ins men killed 
and wounded. 

The enemy (as daylight dawned) were seen 
leaving the village in small parties : to cut these 
oil) ^\hdkcr was sent down to llie plain, on the 
north-west side of the hill leading to the lake, with 
his ii-regular horse. At this time large bodies of 
the enemy were descried ascending the hill, near 
the road by which they used to issue from the city, 
and separated from tliat occupied by our troops 
only hy a narrow gorge Iciuling to the plain and 
lake beyond. To meet and oppose these, lii'ig. 
Shelton, leaving three companies of the 37tli, un- 
der ^lajor Kershaw, to maintain their original 
position, marched the remainder of the force along 
the I’idgc towards the gorge, tidcing Avith him also 
his solitaiy giin ! 

I had taken up my post of observation^ as iisiuil^ 
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on tlic top of the house, whence I had a fine view 
of the field of action, and -svlicrc, by keeping hc'» 
hind the chimneys, I e»capcd the bullets tluit con- 
tinually whizzed post me. Brig. Shelton ha>ing 
brought fornjiitl skinnishenj to the broiv of the 
hill, formed the remainder of infirntry into two 
bf^uares, the one about 200 jards in rear of tlie 
other, the intervening space being enumued with 
our ca^alrJ', who, from the nature of the ground, 
were cxpoacd to the full fire of tlic enemy without 
being able to act thenv^hes. 

The number of the cnciny^s foot men must lia^e 
been upwards of 10,000 (tome say 15,000), and 
the plain, on the X.W. of the hill^, w.'w swept by 
not less than 3000 or 4000 Aflghaucavalrj', who^e 
rapid ad>.incc obliged Lkut. Walker to relrc.it up 
tlic hill, by which the enemy were cn.ibhd to 
tlirow* frC'U reinforcements ami .mmuinitiou into 
Uie lilbge of llehmani; a eircunust.uice wliicU 
rendered it difficult fur hliii to hold his ground. 

The fight continued till aliout 10 lock, l*y 
which time our killwl and wounded htcsune viry 
numerous. In spite of tlic execution done hy our 
hhmpncll, the fire of the cm my told t(m.Mt!iniMy 
more llun ours did, frmri the s-ujKriority of tJair 
juzails tmd jingals oxer our mu-ket''. 

They .vksx fuught from Khiml sungahi tuid hit- 
hicks, wUiUt our men were j^rfcclly cxiKiH'tl; our 
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troops also laboiuing under the disadvantage ot' 
being dva^Yn up in stpiave, iVoin an apprehension 
of an attack from the Atfghan cavalry. 

• The vent of the gun became too hot for the ar- 
tillerymen to serve it. 

At this time, that is at about half-past 9 or 10, 
a party of Ghazeeas ascended the brow of the hill, 
by the gorge, where they planted three standards 
close to each other, a red, a yellow, and a green one. 
It is possible that the Brigadier luiglit not have seen 
their advance ; but when they had nearly attained 
the summit, they had an evident advantage over 
'us, jis their shots generally told in bring up at our 
men, whose persons were wholly exposed, whilst 
only a few of their licads were visible to our 
troops, and the old fault of firing too high most 
probably sent all our shots harmlessly over their 
heads, for to hit them it was requisite to fire on 
the ground. When they fairly appeared above- 
ground, it was very evident that om' men were not 
inclined to meet them. Every field-glass Avas now 
pointed to the hill with intense anxiety by us in 
cantonments, and Ave saAV the officers urging their 
men to adA^ance on the enemy. Most conspicuous 
Avere Mackintosh, Laing, Troup, Mackenzie, 
and Layton ; Avho, to encourage the men, pelted 
the Ghazeeas Avith stones as they clunbed the 
hni ; and, to do the fanatics justice, they returned 
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the assault the same wcaponb, KotUing 

would do, — our men ^\ould not ad\ancc, tliougli 
tliis party did not appear to be 150 in number. At 
length one of tlie Ghazcc.i3 rushed forward, wav- 
ing UU sword over his head: a Sipalicc of the 
37 tb darted forth and met liinv with his bvVjonct; 
but instead of a straight charge he gave him a 
kind of side stroke with it, and they both fell, 
and both roac again. Both vvcrcs killed evcntuallj ; 
the Ghazcca was shot by another man. It was 
very like the scenes depicted in the battles of tUu 
Cm&aders. 'lUc enemy ru?hcd on : drove our men 
before them very like a Hock of sheep with a wolf 
at their heels. They captured our gun. The 
artiilcriTncn fought Uko heroes; tvTo were kdled 
at tlie gun; Sergeant ^lulluill recuveil three 
wounds; \>oor Laing was ^Ilot whilst waving his 
sword over the gun and cheering the men. It 
was an anxious sight, and made our hearts beat : 
it lasted but for a few minutes. 

(Brig. Shelton says, tliat when our men ran, 
be ordered the halt to be soimdcil, at which tlio 
troojxs mcehuiically arrested their flight, and fell 
into their places I) 

They ran till they gained tlie bocoiul sqiuiro 
which bad not broken; and the men finding a 
tttaud, turned about, gave a shout, and then the 
the Gluiccos were, in their turn, iiajuc-<lnni. 
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abandoned the gun, but nnidc ofF with the limber 
and horses. 

On tills we retook the gun without resistance. 
One of the artillerymen had a wonderful escape ; 
he had clung on to, and under the wheels, and 
never cpiittcd it. Once more in our posses- 
sion, the gun was instantly re-opened on the 
enemy; but our men had an antipathy to the 
brow of tlic hill, and would not advance as quickly 
as they might have done, until some successful 
shots from the gun, and tlnec splendid ones ivhich 
were made by Serjeant Wade from the Kohistan 
Gate; one of which struck Abdoollah Khan’s 
horse, and caused him to fall off, on which the 
people surrounded their chief, and were occujiied 
in cariying him off; they tied to the other hill, 
and I believe never stopped until they got into 
the city. All appearing to be over, I hastened 
home to get breakfast ready for Sturt, every one 
supposing that the enemy were routed, and that 
Brig. Shelton was coming back with the troops. 

At this time I was standing on the i-amparts, 
and heard the Envoy, in my presence, ask the 
General to pursue the flying troops into the city, 
which he refused, saying it was a wild scheme, and 
not feasible. 

Had Shelton returned to cantonments, of 
, G 4 . • 
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tbrowa lus force into BehmAru, all Ixail gone well, 
and we had remained maotcra of the field. 

The cuemj had, as I before mentioned, a Urge 
body of ca\ airy on the other side of the hill, on 
whom our men kept firing. 

At about half ixast tw eh c, just as w e had fiuislicd 
our breakfast, the enemy gradually came ujx the 
hill; and their fire was so bCNcre that our men in 
square could sc.arcely fill up the gaps as tlicir 
comrades fell, .and our whole force, both horcc 
and foot, were dri\ cu dow n the hill, and our guii 
C4ipturcd — a rcgidar case of qut pcuL 
All would lu\c been sacrificed but for four cir- 
cumstances; first, a well-directed fire kept up 
from the ilUaiou ConqMJimd by i>art of the Shah’s 
Glh, A change made by Lieut. Hardeman, with 
a fresh troop of the 5th Ca^alr^^ being joined in it 
by Walker, who had collected about tw euty of his 
Irregulars. It was’iu going too far .icrOoS the 
plain, in driving tile Afighaii horse back towards 
the hills, tlut jioor Walker received Ids mortal 
wound iu the abdometu ^fajor Swa)nc was 
wounded iu the neck while lu tliu stpiare*. \ 
jkirty of about fifty of Maekcuric’s Juz.ult.hees, 
under CapU Trevor, lined some low walls on tlio 
pLtn «r front oC uml to tlm hft of tha vhl ^lus^ 
jeed, whence they kipt uj» u sUody dbclurgc. 
Two of rinse men, seeing a woundtJ bqialae 
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wave Ills ann for help, gallantly clashed into the 
midst of the enemy, and brought him off. 

Perhaps the greatest safeguard of our troops 
was the conduct of Osman Khan, who suddenly 
stopped the pursuit and led his men back. 

Perceiving our defeat on the hill, the troops at the 
captured fort and those at the Musjeed deserted 
their posts, and were with difficulty persuaded to go 
back to them. The troops all scuttled back as hard 
as they could. The General went outside the gate 
(and took great credit to himself for doing so) to 
rally them, as he called it ; but there was little 
chance of doing that while they were under our 
walls. I was amused at hearing liim say to Sir 
William, “ AVhy, Lord, sir, when I said to them 
^ Eyes right,’ they all looked the other way.” 

Our friends in the Bala liissar did not tamely 
look on. ConoUy got the King to order eight of 
his suwars to go and give information to Sir 
William of then having observed a body of 5000 
men passing rornid to the back of Belmiaru ; and 
afterwards his Majesty ordered the whole of the 
PessaUahs and 100 Juzailchees to go on to the 
Siah Sung hiU, and try and create a diversion in 
our favom* by drawing away some of the troops 
who were engaged with ours on the Behmaru hill. 
It certainly had some effect ; for immediately on 
then foi-ming on'the summit,' a large body of men 
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under ilahommcd Shah Klian, a principal Ghllz) e 
chief, sallied out from ^Ldimood Kliau’a fort, and 
advanced to the attack, winch now, however, they 
were not imprudent enough to as^ait, but imme- 
diately took to dight. By desire of the Wuzeer, 
Lieut, jMchille was then sent out •with a part} of 
Juzailchces, and c sections of I., to keep a 
body of them in check who had boldly ad\auccd 
within gunshot of the Bala Hu^r; but :iftcr u 
little fikirmisliing the enemy retired to the Siah 
Sung Iiill. 

TJie Atigiians appear to have hut ouc plan of 
attack. Tlicy go up the further hiJl to the extremo 
left near the city, and spread along tlm ridge, anti 
the horBcmcn conduct the infantr)' to the gorge. 
The horsemen then some of them come up wit/i 
the infantry to the brow of the right liiU, the larger 
hotly of honso going behind it ; tills they did tlie 
second time in ouc day. 

Shelton, in ukiiig up his |)ositiuu os before 
described, had both bts iianks exj>o-<cd, os uho liis 
rear. The men were formed in tuo large btiu.vrL< 
At hen attacked b> mfantrj’, and in tlwac ttjuan-s 
uerc men of ditferent ngiments all mutd u]» toge- 
ther: they lu»l ncNCr Ih-cu proctUctl to it; uumaa 
knew his place. 

"VVluLt in thU sipure a reward of ten ru|>ioa 
was t>nirtsl by the Brigadier to the firsit uua who 
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volunteered to go with luiii to take the enemy’s 
flag in the gorge; Captain Maekenzie shouted 100 
for the flag. After some hesitation, a havildar of 
the 37th eamc forward; but as no other followed 
him, he Avas told to return to liis place. The enemy 
then caiiic on, and the whole square rose simul- 
taneously and ran. Tlie 44th had, I believe, flfty- 
eight AYOunded; the loss of the oth I did not ascer- 
tain; the 37th had eighty killed, and ten wounded. 
Of oflicers. Col. Oliver, Capt. i\Iaekintosh, and 
Lieut. Long were killed ; "Widkcr mortally 
woimded; Swinton, Evans, Major Sway no, ITaw- 
trey, Bott, and Mackenzie wounded. 

The three companies of the 37 th that Avere out 
under Major KershaAV suffered severely: theyAvere 
amongst the last to leave the hill. The grenadier 
company retiuiied Avith only a iS^aiek and tAVo 
men ! 

The misfortunes of the day are mainly attribut- 
able to Shelton’s bad generalsliip iu taking up so 
unfavourable a position, after his first fault in neg- 
lecting to surprise the village, and occupy it, Avhich 
Avas the ostensible object of the force going out. 

Had he remained above Behmaru, he might have 
retreated into and occupied that place, in which 
the enemy had but feAv men at first, and who 
might have been easily dislodged. Shelton tries 
to lay all the blame on the Sipahees. He says 
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they arc timid, and that makcd tlio Europeans timid 
also ; but be bas been told some borne truths. On 
.usklng C,vpt. Troup if he did uot think tliat the 
44 th liad beba'ied nobly, that officer plainly told 
him he considered tliat all had hcha-s ed aluunc- 
fully. 

The troops certainly were u caried out ; .ind, 
iia\ing been out since Uno in the moruing, it 
appears wonderful to me that at half-past t\>cl\e 
they were not too weary to run; howe\cr, they 
had one great inducement to do so. Osuuu 
Ivlian was heard by our Sii^Jices to order hia 
lucu not to fire on those who ran, but to bjiare 
them. A chief, probably the wme, rode round 
Kershaw three times, w lien he w as tompellcd to 
ruuwitlihia men; lie wa>td his sword oier hn 
head* but ue\cr attempted to kill him; aiul C.ipt. 
Trevor >>133 his life v\.w several times hi the 
jwwcr of the cuuu), but he also was spared. 

Another great fault committed w.w in t.iking 
only one gun; a second would luve supiKirted the 
first: with oiil^ one, .u soon as it w.is fired the 
ene*my tould rush ujwii it ; ns the^ did. 

The eutuiy assembled on the hudi Jiuug hill, 
and atlaekctl eiglity horsemen sviit lu uith hlters 
b> the King; tlie^ proveil to l>c from JellaUlwnh 
Our ]>eopIe at drat ft red o« the stkhs hut for* 
luiutel) did no lunu. The enemy’s cavalr) ibta 
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came down the Siali Sung liillj and escorted their 
infantry into the forts beyond the river, wliicli we 
had dismantled a few days since. Our troops were 
•in by two o’clock ; before five, not an enemy was 
to bo seen, and our people were out searching for 
the dead. The magazine being dropt witliin range 
of our guns was safe, and has been brouglit in. 
Abdoollah Ivhan is supposed to have been killed. 
2^0 particuhu* news from Jellalabad, where all 
was going on well. There was no letter for me ; 
but Lawrence came to tell mo that Sale was well, 
and busy getting in provisions. 

24/A. — A letter has come in, supposed to be a 
forged seal, from Zeman Shah ETian : it has been 
cautiously and courteously replied to. 

A person has come in from Osman Ellian (who 
is a nephew of the Ameer Dost Mahommed) and 
Shumshir deen Klian, offering us terms: they 
propose that ^ve should leave the country, giving 
hostages that we will send the Dost back to them. 
They say they do not wish to harm us, if we will 
only go away ; but that go we must, and give them 
back the Dost ; that Mahommed Alcbar Khan 
(his son) wiU be here to-morrow with 6000 men ; 
and that if we do not come to terms, they will 
carry the cantomnent ; and that they are ready to 
sacrifice 6000 men to do so. 

What Sir William and the General’s council of 
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tlicy arc tiiuid, and that makcd the Europcana timid 
also ; but he has been told bomc home truths. On 
asking CapU Troup if he did not think that tlie 
44tii liad bcha\ cd nobly, that officer jjlaiuly told 
him he comidcred that all Imd beha'vcd slumc^ 
fully. 

The troojis certainly nerc ^vearlcd out; ajid, 
lianng bccu out sluce t^\o in the luoruiug, it 
apjjcars wonderful to me that at haUVj)ai!t tweUc 
they were not too weary to run; houe^er, they 
had one great inducement to do so. Oaumii 
lOian was heard our &ij)aliecs to order hw 
men not to lire on those who ran, hut to bjKxro 
them. A chief, probably tlic tame, rode round 
Kerblian three times, when ho was compelled to 
run with his men; he wa^ed his swunlu\cr Im 
he.ad, but never attempted to kill him; .md Cajit. 
Trevor sajs his life w.ui several times in the 
jKiwer of the euemj, but he oho was spared. 

Another great fault eommiUed w.is in Liking 
only one gun; a second would have supiiorled the 
firal: with only one*, .is toon as it w.is fired the 
enemy could nidi u|x)n it ; as thc^ did. 

The enemy assembled on the taiah bung hill, 
.uul altaeked eighty horsciutu “cul In with letters 
hy the King; they proved to be from JelUhiUad. 
Our jK-opIe at first fired on the rlkhi, but for* 
imulel^ did no hanm Tlie eui.m) s cavalry' tlaa 
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came down tlie Siah Sung hill, and escorted their 
infantry into the forts beyond the river, whieh we 
had dismantled a few days since. Our troops were 
•in by two o’clock ; before five, not an enemy was 
to be seen, and our people were out searching for 
the dead. The magazine being dropt within range 
of our guns was safe, and has been brought in. 
Abdoollah Khan is supposed to have been killed. 
No particular news from Jellalabad, where all 
was going on well. There was no letter for me ; 
but Lawrence came to tell me that Sale was well, 
and busy getting in provisions. 

24^7i. — A letter has come in, supposed to be a 
forged seal, from Zeman Shah Khan : it has been 
cautiously and courteously replied to. 

A person has come in from Osman Khan (who 
is a nephew of the Ameer Dost Mahommed) and 
Shumshir deen Khan, offering us terms: they 
propose that we should leave the country, giving 
hostages that Ave Avill send the Dost back to them. 
They say they do not wish to harm us, if we will 
only go aAvay ; but that go Ave must, and give them 
back the Dost ; that Mahommed Alibar Khan 
(liis son) AviU be hei’e to-morroAV Avith 6000 men ; 
and that if we do not come to terms, they aviU 
carry the cantonment ; and that they are ready to 
sacrifice 6000 men to do so. 

What Sir William and the General’s coimcil of 
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^hcir demands were sufficiently exorbitant; and 
the terms tliey offered such as could not be ac- 
cepted, c\en by persona in our condition. They 
require that Sluih Shoojali be gi\ cii up to them, 
with hid family ; demand ;ili our guns and am- 
inunition; and that Gen. Sale’s force should mo^e 
Jo Pcaluvwcr before wc marcli from this place. 

ilahommed ^Uvbar Klum h.\3 a^ri^cd: wehcanl 
the firing in honour of Ina arris al in the city. lie 
id reported to base brought in au ucecidiou of 
COOO men to the force, sshich was before estimated 
at 10,000 horse and 15,000 foot. The new 
arris aid are probably Uzbeks, and not far re- 
inoscd from nibble; but escu a mob may from 
uumberd buecced against us. 

The subadar of the natise artiilcrj* Ii*w gone 
oft', as aho tliree of Skinner’s hortc : these iiieit 
are all s.iid to Juse families in the eity. 

In the esenhig tfiere n'iu u gmit eroiul of 
Aftgluus; H>me immlrcds of them, ;dl armed to the 
teeth, round the umtunments. 'fhey came in the 
most friendly maimer, Mjlng all ssas KUled, 
jung-i^Aulus. The mem of llie -1 llh sstnt out of 
f.intunmentd amongst ihem iiiuniml, ssca* shaking 
lands ssUh them, and nwising e.ihlugis from 
them, uncluckenl by Lieut. C.idelt, the ofHceT ou 
limy on that face, si ho reemed tu think ihU 
friendly meeting a sety fine alfair ; lioweser, 
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the clrcimistimce got reported, and the adjutant 
got the men in. 

Tins appears very lllce a ruse on the part of the 
enemy, to thro\v us off our guard, and surprise 
us.. It was suggested to the adjutaut to examine 
the cabbages ; as it was possible that outer leaves 
might cover bladders of spirits ; and that, having 
intoxicated the men, they would when they Avere 
drugged make an attack on us : hoAvever, notliing 
suspicious Avas discovered. 

We saAV a fire on the hill this evening, sup- 
posed to be a party Avatching our movements, 
tOAvards the Bala Hissiu*. 

There can be no doubt that the enemy have 
spies in cantonments; and there are so many 
Affghan serA^ants, that it is perhaps difificult to 
preA^ent their j)assing in and out. 

Tavo men of suspicious appetnance Avere proAvl- 
iug about the Eiwoy’s tent, and LaAvrence desired 
a chuprassy not to molest them, but quietly to 
dodge them, and to report progress. This he 
did, and stated that the men Avalked idl over the 
cantonment, looked at every tiling, and then 
Avalked out at the gate ! So much for surveil- 
lance. 

It is noAV said that AbdooUah Elian Avas 
Avounded by a grape shot on the 23d, and that 
there is no truth in the report of AmenooUah 
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Klion^ of* hogUT, liavin" been stubbed in a dbjiutc 
in the council regarding tenna to the Fcrlughcc^. 

Poor Walker w^s buriwl to-daj-. He died of 
his wound last night. He is greatly regretted 
from his amiability ; and, as a riglit galkint sol- 
dier, his loss is doubly felt in the present crisis. 

The Shall Razee (3Io) cn oo decu’s fatlicr) coin- 
niandcd the troops in Bchnuni. He eajs, had 
wo taken ^wsscssion of the \illagc in the outset, 
the day would haNc been ours on the ‘J3d, Wo 
hate aleo heard that so great was the alarm in 
Cahul, when the Aflghaus fled on Abdoollali 
IClian’s being wounded, that tlio women were 
scut away out of the city in great numbers ; and 
many in such halite, tliat they did not c^cn wait 
to mount them on jaboos, but scut them aw.iy on 
foot, cxjycctiiig to SCO our troojis in the city im- 
mediately . 

Great care is taken of the flrc-wootl in store in 
cantoamuits, and much discontent pre\ails be- 
cau-iu fires .ire not allowed. The HindostuneeS 
feel the eeicrily of the weather, to which they 
ore ex\wied night and day ; and the want of fuel 
adds much misery to their pri>aitions in being put 
on short allow anco of food, 'llicre is at tliis time 
a coinplclo whiter stock of firing laid in; added 
to which, on cmeigcncy, the trees of the orchard 
might he cut down. 
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Capt. Sturt was urgent, both Avith Gen. El-* 
pliinstone and Brig. Shelton, that the men might 
have fires at night to enable them to Avarm them- 
selves and dry their frosted clothes Avhen coming 
off duty : but no order Avas given in consequence 
of his suECjrestious. 

2Qth . — Negotiations Avith the enemy broken 
off. 

Accounts received from Side up to the 21st ; 
from ilacgregor to the 23d. The Ivhyberrics up. 
Capt. Feiiis and his family had fled, and got safe 
to PeshaAver. Lieut. Alackcson Avas still in Ali- 
musjid in rather a critical position. To-day the 
Affghans lined the hills ; some thousands of them, 
Avith many horsemen. They aftei’Avards came 
doAvn to the plain, and Ave expected an attack 
upon the cantonments. On their nearer ap- 
proach, they Averc found to be mostly unarmed j 
some had sticks, some sticks Avith a knife tied 
on the end of them : they Avere merely the shop- 
keepers, come out to look at us. The Affghan 
knife is a A'eiy formidable Aveapon, about tAVO 
feet long, and thicker, stronger, and broader than 
a SAvord, and as sharp as possible. 

Some of these men Avent up to the breach of the 
captm-ed fort, and asked, as the jung Avas over, 
if they might not return, and live there. And 
on being told, «No,” they said, Very AveU; Ave 
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■will go away to-day, and come again to-inorrow, 
and see if we may come then,” > 

- One wcU-drcsscd man inquired if the volun- 
teer regiment (37 th) was there ; and being replied 
to in the affirmative, said, I want my horse 
back that I lost the other day; lu\c I any chance 
of getting it ? ” 

^U1 this coming close to our n orks, and spying, 
ought to ha\ c been stopped. 

Sturt c,Ulcd out to them in Persian, and 
warned them off, or he would ojieu the guns upon 
them. Some respectable people begged, for Ciod’s 
sake, lie n oidd not do to ; for they w ere not 
warriors, but had come out to see sights and 
umu:^c thcmtcUcs. 

Sturt baw a man meanly dressed on foot steal- 
ing up clusc to the walls, and c.ailed out ** Pish 
/?wrrd;” on which lie raUed his liaiul, tclcscojic 
fashion, to his eye, and showed tlie end of a note* 
He was J).\stcd on to tlic g;»tc, and admitted into 
amtumnents; and \\i\s said to be the bearer of .t 
letter from Maliommed Akbar Kfian. Ihmewr, 
this is denied, or men tljat any letter 

AVhenoer the jwUtieal horizon dears a Utile, 
mastery becomes llie onler of the day. “ Out of 
the nbuud.’vncc of the heart the' mouth B^nake'di;’* 
and wlicn oterwhehue^l with jK.rj>!e*xIty, thy di- * 
rectors of meuts here arc not w close. However, 
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events do transpire, and we know that treaties are 
on foot with tlie Ghiizyc cliiefs ; though that too 
is denied to-day. 

jMeer Musjudee is dead. Sonic say he has been 
poisoned; others tiiat iic died in consefj[uencc oi> 
the wounds he received last year in tlic Koliistan.. 
A number of this chief’s followers have gone off 
with the body to the Ivoliistan, there to attend 
his funeral obsequies. 

A report has come to us through the enemy, 
that tlu'cc regiments, from Kandahar, have got 
beyond Ghuicnee, somewhere about Shecoabad; 
that there has been an engagement; and that- 
though the Atfghans coidd not conquer them, they 
still have been able to prevent their progress. 

Sleet in the morning ; and in the afternoon 
snow, which soon froze. 

27 ?/n — We had a quiet night; and it continued- 
tranquil tin the middle of this day ; when the 
horsemen again took post on the hills, and escorted 
infantry to the right, and down into the village of 
Behmaru, into wliich we threw some shells. 

The negotiations are noiv come quite to a close. 
The enemy’s demands were modest, considei’ingthat 
they were the first to treat, it is said. They re- 
quire, in addition to giving up the Bang and his 
' family into their hands, aU our guns and ammu- 
nition, muskets, bayonets, pistols, and swords.; 
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ill go a^ay to-day, and come again to-morr<Jw, 
and sec if \v c may come then.*’ 

One ucU-dresscd man inquired if the \oIun- 
tcer regiment (37tli) \\ as there ; and being replied 
to in the affirmative, said, “I^\aut jny horse 
back tliat I lost the other day; lla^ e I any chance 
of getting it?” 

^Ul this coming cloae to our works, and spring, 
ought to Im c been stopped. 

Sturt called out to them in Persian, and 
warned them off, or ho \\ ould ojicu tlic guns ujioii 
them. Some respectable jicople begged, for God’s 
sake, he Mould not do so; for they were not 
uarriors, but bad come out to kco sights and 
ninusc tlicin^^ck cs. 

Sturt taw a man meanly drcsscil on foot steal- 
iug up close to the walls, aud chilled out V<ih 
liurru;'* on which ho rahcil his iiaud, tclcccojHj 
fashion, to hU eje, and showed tiie end of a note. 
He was i).i*sod on to the g;ite, and mimittcil into 
dUitomuenU; and was said to be the bcari-r of a 
letter from Maliommed Akbar Klun. llowocr, 
thU U denied, or even that any letter e.unc. 

AYhcncNcr the jioUltad liorizon eleaw a Uttle, 
ii»> etery becouici the onh r of tlie da^ . Out of 
the abundance of the heart the mouth ^J)e.lketh;’* 
and whtn ovtrwhcUm.'tl with )K,rph’iity, the U>» ‘ 
rectors of c^cuta here ate not eo close. Ilowc^vr, 
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events do transpire, and we know that treaties are 
on foot with the Ghllzyc chiefs ; though that too_ 
is denied to-day. 

Meer Musjudce is dead. Some say he has been 
poisoned ; others that he died in consequence of> 
the wounds he received last year in the Kohistan.. 
A number of this chief’s followers have gone off 
with the body to the Kohistan, there to attend 
Ills funeral obsecpiies. 

A report has come to us through the enemy,- 
that tlu’ce regiments, from Kandahar, have got 
beyond Ghuzneo, somewhere about Shecoabad ; 
that there has been an engagement; and that- 
though the Affghans could not conquer them, they 
still have been able to prevent their progress. 

Sleet in the mornuiG: ; and in the afternoon 
snow, which soon froze. 

. "21 til . — lYe had a quiet night; and it continued- 
tranquil till the middle of this day ; when the 
horsemen again took post on the hills, and escorted 
infantry to the right, and down into the village of 
Behmaru, into which we threw some shells. 

The negotiations are now come quite to a close. 
The enemy’s demands were modest, considering that 
they were the first to treat, it is said. They re- 
quire, in addition to giving up the King and his 
family into their hands^ all oiu’ guns and ammu- 
nition, muskets, bayonets, pistols, and swords.i 
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The married men, women, and children, to bo 
^\eD as hostages; and then — %vc arc to triiit to 
their generosity I To this the Eu%oy sent a chi- 
■valrous reply, — That death was preferable to 
dishonour, — that we i)ut our trust in the Gwl of 
battles, and in His name bade tlicm come on. 

The ICing is in an a^>ful state of aLinn; for lie 
has been told tliat we hare been making (enns for 
our free exit out of the country-, paying for the 
same fi\c LiUis of rupees ; and leaving him to Ins 
fate, poor man 1 He is certainly to be pitied {if 
not at the bottom of it all), fallen from his high 
estate, and bclicv ing ns to hav c aliandonod him. 

Jan Fislian Ivlim is the only chief who fcUnds 
by liun; and be lias had Ills forts and projK-Tty 
destroyed: bis wives and cbildrcn, be hoj)cs, nwy 
have l)ccu ^aved by some of his ncigldionrs; but, 
as jet, he only knows the fate of one joung Ix'y, 
who was burnt alive, lie had one wife with him 
in Cabul when the iri-nnxction bnjkc out, and 
urged her to tly to Pughnun for Kifctj ; I lie old 
ciiitf told me, her ivply was worth a UUi of 
ru|)tcs, 1 wall not have juu; if jou fill, we die 
together; and if vou are victorious, we will re- 
joice ti^gcthcr!’* 

i^ome pay tlut Malumunctl Akitar Khmisriow 
King, and Ztnuui bhih Klian liit AVuuxr: otlirrs 
kUtc llat the Utter rvfmcs t*) give up hU Uuly 
ucijuired jx>wer. 
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Isliniatoolali (the Akhoonzada or old moollah 
from Kandahar, who was to have gone with 
Sir WiUiam to Bombay), has taken himself off, 
leaving a message for the Envoy to say that he 
was gone to the city. A messenger was sent to 
his son, Khojeh Meer, in Behmaru ; who stated 
that two respectable persons came to fetch the 
moollah, reporting that they did so by order of 
Mahomed Alcbar Khan, who reqimed his imme- 
diate attendance, as Lawrence and Trevor were 
both with him, and the Envoy coming. Whether 
the father and son are in league or not, remains 
to be proved ; but this man’s secession (who was 
much in Sir William’s confidence) has caused us 
all to be on the alert, expecting an attack, or mis- 
chief of some kind. 

There was an absurd report to-day, that the 
enemy had sent us back the gun they captured 
on the 23 d, with the horses ; and the g-uUibility 
of John Bull was. proved by many persons leaving 
an auction of some of the deceased officers’ pro- 
perty, to go to the Kohistan gate, and find it Avas 
all nonsense. 

28^/t. — Shelled the village of Behmai’u, whence 
the enemy annoyed us by firing on om* yaboos 
sent out to endeavour to procure grain. 

This day we had both rain and snoAv. Ma- 
hommed Shah Khan Ghilzye is come into Cabul, 
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The married men, women, and children, to bo 
ghen as hostages; and then — we arc to trust to 
their generosity I To this the Envoy scut a chi- 
valrous reply, — That death Avas preferable to 
dishonour, — tliat aa e put our trust in the Go<l of 
battles, and iu Ilia name bade them come on. 

The l^ng is in an UAAful state of alann; for he 
has been told tiuit aac Iuiao been inaMng terms for 
our free exit out of the country', juyiug for the 
same fiAC laUis of rupees ; and IcaAing him to his 
fate, |)Oor mail I lie is certainly to he pitied (if 
not at the bottom of it all), fallen from his high 
estate, and belicAlng us to haAe abandoned him. 

Jan Fislian ICIun is the only chief aa Iio stands 
by bim; and ho luis had his forts and property 
destroyed; his aaiacs and children, he hojics may 
luuc l>cen sa\cil by some of his ncighlwuri; but, 
as )ct, he only knons the fate of one )ouug lK*y, 
aaIio AA.'is hunit ali\e. He liad one Aiife A\Ith him 
in Cabul when the in*<um.ct\on broke out, and 
urgcil her to tly to Pughm-m for ^afLty; tlie old 
chief told me, her reply was worth u lakh nf 
rujK.es, ** I A\iU not have )ou; if joii fall, we die 
together; and if )ou are \icturious, we Aiill n- 
joicc UKgtthtr!” 

Some fay lliat MalmumuAl AUkat KIuu is now 
King, ami Zcuuui hluh Klun hw Wurt» r; others 
state llul tlus UlUr rvfmcs to gi\o ujt hU Unly 
acijuiixil jxjwtr. 
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Islimatoolali (the Akhoonzada or old mooUah 
from Kandahar, who was to have gone with 
Sir Wniiam to Bombay), has taken himself off, 
leaving a message for the Envoy to say that he 
was gone to the city. A messenger was sent to 
his son, Khojeh Meer, in Belunaru ; who stated 
that two respectable persons came to fetch the 
moollah, reporting that they did so by order of 
Mahomed Akbar Khan, who reqiih’ed his imme- 
diate attendance, as Lawrence and Trevor were 
both with him, and the Envoy coming. Wliether 
the father and son are in league or not, remains 
to be proved; but this man’s secession (who was 
much in Sir William’s confidence) has caused us 
all to be on the alert, expecting an attack, or mis- 
chief of some kind. 

There was an absurd report to-day, tliat the 
enemy had sent us back the gun they captured 
on the 23d, with the horses ; and the gullibility 
of John Bull was. proved by many persons leaving 
an auction of some of the deceased officers’ pro- 
perty, to go to the Kohistan gate, and find it was 
all nonsense. 

2%th . — Shelled the village of Behmaru, whence 
the enemy annoyed us by firing on our yaboos 
sent out to endeavour to procure grain. 

riiis day ’we had both rain and snow. Ma- 
hommed Shah Khan Ghilzye is come into Cabul, 
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‘ind therefore we think there must h'i\c becu 1 
fight below, in 'which he Im had Uic woist. 

A Hindu mcrcluint haa ofiVred to bnug grun, 
and lay it at the gate of 'Mahoramed Sliurctra fort 
in the night IVc arc not to ^pcak tolua people, 
and arc cvcntnall) to jiaj him at the rite of one 
Cabul «ecr for the rupee, and w e arc bound to t ike 
200 kurw ir-* Abo on ciciy hundred luamida 
being dcU\ cred, \\ c arc to laj doi\ 11 i bag of 1 'jOO 
rupcca 03 \ pro ent lie ‘=a}s ininj would xai t 
but are afrnd , that la ho la tlic first iii Iho 
market, he capecta to make hia fortune 

29//1 — The cnem) are not how mg an) ea- 
'lalrj to-do) , and tlicro la a rumour that the) 
have gone to meet tlie coriia tonmig m from 
Ghuznee — there w is onl) infuitr) on the hill- 
side, howcicr, “omc nUrmists finneil tint the) 
were coming down, winch the) nc\tr do without 
horsemen the bugUs eouiulctl, then, wis igre-it 
bu'tU, and all ended in nothing 

iVcshelltd Iklmuni and the hilt alnuc it, and 
tlm two thoiw tlo t to the Mlli^e, one un 
either Mvle of the rooil, when, tliert h a htlle 
bridge, ind the trees fonii an anliwav 

Vmimjmtiou w m tent to the lUla lIi* ir 
1 he hon^e-* an, kvnl up for gram lhu,c tor iho 
artilkf) hiM. not Ineiv imuh hi*jkttl alter »iii*. 
Luut IValkr was Ntuuud^.d, and < no of ih».ui »* 
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averrcil toli.ivc c.itcu hi.s coinradc’? tail! That he 

bit it ofl'llu'rc I.-*' no 

30 /a. — Abil'itil.’.h Kli'Ui s death ha.-, it h .-aid, 
created c;nnc cvcsiu-’a';! in tha city. \Vhiht .-{iii 
living a re^*' rt vv.; • rpn'c.d «>:' lii- dccca-c: ;iiid, 
like Alexander, i;e Jmeante-i id*' liur-e, ar.d .-liov.a.d 
himself te Id- f !Imv. cr- ; l-’at t!i.> cxcrti'jJi v,-a- te*; 
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tition of power Inch a3 yet tlicy lia^ e not. One 
says lie will be chief of Cabul, anotlict of Jcllala- 
bad, &.C, The plan proiwscd for the capture of 
cantonments by the enemy is, to scud 200 biltLus 
in front to cut dow n the ramparts ; next come the 
infantry, and then the horse. I suppose we are 
to stand still and look on. 

ilahommcd -.Vkh.ir IClian is said to bo \cry ill. 

There is a rc]H)rt that a man has come In from 
Gen. Xott’s canip at Ur^hunJee, ciglitceu miles 
off; tliat tlic enemy had attacked him, pbein^ 
two guns in |) 03 ition, both of wlucli we arc saul 
to ha\c captured. AVc fear tliU news is too good 
to be true. ThcsC rcjwrts arc diicemiiuttil by tiic 
enemy; aiid the only tuoti^c to wliiJi I can 
.attribute thunisawuh to luU us into ^ec^rity 
by reiiorts of aid coming to us, until bUr\atiou 
prompts ac'iuii^«.ucc in their dtuunils, be they 
what tlicy may. 

A m-m of the Ghuorka corps has come iiu He 
eai.s the men are wandering up and dmvu the 
country, and tlut ^omc Iia>c taken rcfiigo in 
forts; lliat i»»>or Uo-c, in a fit of desjuir, put an 
end to his cxhtcucc by eliooting lunuclf; and 
tliai Dr* Grant, wh».n he Ltst raw him, was 
w oundcil itt the h g. 

Dlmiatoolal) U raid to \as imprUonc^l in the 

tUy. 
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The Parsec merehant is also iii prisou until lie 
pays a ransom oF 10,000 rupees : his property has 
all been taken away. 

The people of the city arc said to be discon- 
tented. They have no firewood ; the people who 
used to bring it in arc afraid to do so lest they 
should be plundei'cd. 

ord. — Tlic attack intended for yesterday has 
been postponed to to-day, we hear; but there 
seems to be little likelihood of one. 

Ivhojch i\Iccr says that he has no more grain : 
we only got oO maunds in to-day. He also says 
that the moollahs have been to all the villages, 
and laid the people under ban not to assist the 
English, and that couserpicntly the Mussulman 
population arc as one nnin against us. He says 
.he expects himself to have to run for his life to 
Peshawer whenever we go away. Khojeh i\Ieer 
has a difficult part to play : his pecuniary gain in 
siding with us is great ; but being the father-in- 
law of Mecr Musjudee, who married the Khojeh’s 
daughter, he of course lets the enemy occupy the 
village whenever they please. As far as we are 
individually concerned, Khojeh Meer has been 
veiy civil to us : he sells us grain whenever we 
can manage to send an Affghan servant' oh a 
yaboo to purchase it, Sturt has been kind to the 

n 3 
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tition of power which aa 5 ct they ha\c not. One 
£3)3 he will be chief of Cabul, another of JcUala- 
bad, S.C, The plan proposed for the capture of 
cantonments by the enemy is, to send 200 bildira 
in front to cut down the ramparts; ucAt come the 
infantry, and then the hor=c. I suppose we are 
to stand still and look on. 

ilahommcd ^Vkbar lOum is said to be \ cry ill. 
There is a rciJort tlmt a man has come in from 
Gen. NotCs camp at Ur^hundcc, cightecu miles 
olF; tliat the enemy had attickcd liim, pltcliig 
two guns in iWUion, both of whicii we are said 
to ha° c captured. 'SVe fear tins new 3 is too gootl 
to be true. TUe^c rciwrls arc dU^emhuted bj the 
enemy; and the only motive to whidi I con 
attrihulc them U a wish to lull us into security 
by rciK)rts of aid coming to us, until starvation 
proinpU ac^iuitoccnce in their denunds, be they 
wliat they may. 

A ntan of the Ghoorla coqw lias come In. He 
£3)5 the men are wandering up and down the 
tountr)-, and tlut some have taktii ixfugo in 
forts; that iHM>r Hose, In a fit of dtsjxur, pm an 
end to his eahunce hy ehuoting lumself; and 
llat Dr* Gnuit, whtn he Ust *aw him, was 
\,oundval in the hg* 

hluiutooldi is raid to be imprliwOnl in tic 
tit). 
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The Parsec merchant is also in prison until he 
pays a ransom of 10,000 rupees : his property has 
all been taken away. 

- The people of the city are said to be discon- 
tented. They have no firewood ; the people' who 
used to bring it in are afraid to do so lest they 
should be plundered. 

3j'd. — The attack intended for yesterday has 
been postponed to to-day, we hear ; but there 
seems to be little likelihood of one. 

. Khojeh Meer says that he has no more grain : 
we only got 50 maunds in to-day. Pic also says 
that the moollahs have been to all the villages, 
and laid the people under ban not to assist the 
English, and that consequently the Mussulman 
population are as one man against us. Pie says 
die expects himself to have to run for his life to 
Peshawer whenever we go away. Kliojeh Meer 
has a difficult part to play : his pecuniary gain in 
, skiing with us is great ; but being the father-in- 
law of Meer Musjudee, who married the Kliojeh’s 
daughter, he of course lets the enemy occupy the 
village whenever they please. As far as we are 
individually concerned, Khojeh Meer has been 
very civil to us : he sells us grain whenever we 
can manage to send an Affghan servant oh a 
yahoo to purchase it. Sturt has been kind to the 
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man; and he cnnecs KU gratitude by writing to 
szy tiiat he wHi get ua what bupidiw he can. 
ilucb more grain nuglit c been iirocuretl, !ud 
we not foolirhiy tried to dri\c !urd baigaini with 
lOiojcli Mecr. It lias been intimated to the 
Envoy that the cncniv s troops, ulio lately got 
one rupee daily for each horseman, and eight amt# 
for each foot soldier, have not liad any |»ay for 
four days, and tiiat they arc gnmdding at iu 

We SAW a party leaving Cabid (owanU llhvKKl- 
hlml; with tvro women on one horse riding with 
them. 

A cosnd came in from JclUlviiad; no luttir 
forme. IIo had been deuined five dvva in iho 
city, and hli intelligence only rcachtd to tho^Ut. 
Khoji-h ^feer eays that the viiLigo# to onr ri.ir 
(from whence the grain wa# bruug’.t t‘* lKlm.ani) 
are occupied ; .and thit the only |dice which 
could Imc given us grain, and vvluro ire might 
have obtain id nx uionllis' supply, via# Klmjch 
Ucwaih, v.UicU li at \ rviint cccuplal by Sv!.uKtIa 
Klun with 300 mnv. 

In the evening alKiut i^vvn ochKh tiire \i-.» 
firing on the jouthmi fact*, and tJowunU the 
3!.jgaaine fort, v?hich continued until j!A*t Ir"! 
ochx'lr. TW enemy apjK-or to be trying mi— • 
that fort, tmtl Mnrt »au aUat teu u-va vl up 
uiukr the waiU of it. 
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Tlie enemy seem to be on tlie alert ; however 
there was no firing at night of any consequence : 
Ave shelled the city from the Bala Hissar as usual. 

Orders Avere this day issued, that the arms and 
accoutrements, discipline, &c. of the various corps, 
should be attended to ! Consequent on this order 
the 5th have been very busy cleaning their mus- 
ket barrels, — a most unusual exertion. The arms 
used to be placed against the rampart, and of 
course the barrels Avere rusty and the powder 
damp. 

A committee is ordered to assemble to-morroAV 
to A'^alue all useless horses in the Bazaar, Avlfich 
are to be destroyed ; so there Avill be plenty of 
cheap meat, as tattoos and camels have for some 
time past been eaten : even some of the gentlemen 
ate camel’s fiesh, particularly the heart, which Avas 
esteemed equal to that of the bullock. I never 
Avas tempted by these choice viands ; so cannot 
offer an opinion regarding them. 

Brig. Shelton sent to tell Sturt that one of the 
bastions of the captm’ed fort Avas on fire, and to 
request he Avoidd send bildars to dig the place 
and lay on fresh earth. He Avent accoi’dingly to 
see what Avas the matter, and came back very 
angry, as the guard had been burning the defences 
he had put up. 
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4i/t . — Tuoclucfd Imc been treating nith tl»c 
King : they projKjie that he throws off the Feriu- 
ghccs, on which they will render their allegiance 
to liiui. Ills Majesty, how'o^er, thlnhs it unsafe to 
break with us. Gen. Xott’s brigade is now sujv- 
poccil to be at SIxekoabad, about six marches 
from Cabul. The cixcmy assembled in mmibcrs 
on the heights, and jilauted tw o guns in the gorge ; 
from which they disdxargcil IH sliot at tw (s..aid 
to have been scortal on the wall of the ^lUsiou 
Compound). Tlicy liad three other guns out, 
which were placed on the ro.xd behind a trench 
they had dug, and a kind of breaatwork they 
lud thrown up across the road, nc.xr the Jjiuh 
llagh. 

In front of this ihcj had anotlitr for tlwir men 
to fire from iKhind it. Anotlicr l^xrtx took iHwt 
in the Xultah, ncixc the bridge going to Stall Sung. 
A nun mounlexl on a gro) hur»e came down sxpju- 
tcutly to see if the^ were prujK,rIy |K^tcd: he had 
a jftwf m-in w ith him. A phot was taken at t!ie 
latter, \.ho, being Itc^ottd its nuige, ran a few* 
jar\Li luckw arils and forwards dancing, jumping, 
und cutting cjit>ers in dirbton. 

Ju-l M it wa.» getting ihrk tlte fight commcncvd 
lae.ann.jt: the enuu) made a rudiat thecaplurul 
f/rt. Tiny lud pLacd a Iwg of liouthr at the 
wkket, aui mn*t haxe Ktn gmtlv attonldud .»t 
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liiiding it produced no effect in consequence of 
Sturt having filled the place up. 

They were received with a sharp 'fire, which was 
kept up for a long time, both of musketry and 
guns. Lieut. Cumberland, of the 44th, was on 
duty there with 100 men. He sent for a rein- 
forcement, and Sturt took fifty men to him under 
a very heavy fire. (Observe the wisdom of unneces- 
sarily risking the life of om* only engineer officer.) 

Notwithstanding that the enemy opened five 
guns on us, om* loss was very trifling : as yet I 
have heard only of one man, an artilleryman, 
killed ; and a sergeant of Sturt’s (Williams) was 
wounded whilst digging with the sappers. A few 
horses and camels were killed, as also one or two 
camp followers in the Mission Compound. 

Some of the cannon shot went clean over the 
cantonments (those fired from the gorge) : one fell 
between the lescs of Mv. Mein’s mule in Sturt’s 
compound, near the rear gate, Avithout doing any 
damaace. 

To-day Sturt came home with his clothes singed, 
having been nearly bloAvn up by an explosion of 
powder in one of the batteries, when a man got his 
pouch ignited by the port-fire ; he was much hurt : 
at 10 o’clock the shots were dropping quickly. 

I can scarcely believe that this is the grand at- 
tempt at capturing cantonments; and therefore 
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am cxi>cctmg another, ami wUi it may occur by 
daylight. 

The cnemy’d idea of blowing open a gate ii 
excellent, Tlicy filled the bag wilb powder, ap- 
plied and lighted a slow match, and then tlurcw it 
at the gate ! to tlut, when it cxplode<], of course 
it did no harm. 

3t/j. — The enemy assembled in Email jwrticd on 
the Siah Sung Hill ; aLo, but not in great force, on 
the other IiiUsv 

In the morning they attached a foraging jiarty 
scat by the ca\alr)', and surrounded than iu a 
fort. At length they took an oath on the ICoran 
not to hurt them; ,nnd a trooj^cr, notn illidlanding 
the rcmonatmnccd of llic rest, camo out : he talked 
with them, shook hands with them, and they 
ECciucil \cry fritmlK. They then dcjired the 
c:unp followers to come out; hut they diitruslal 
them, and calleil to the tnx>jwLr to return to than: 
as he was doing fo they shot hlnu The gn.-*- 
cuttcr»hul amongst ihtni one old um«k(,t, with 
which they shut two of the tnany: furtlar ojk;- 
rations were eiL'jvtmUsl by llm arn>al of a rcin- 
fura.ini.nt, when the enemy dbapjxafvtl lujfm./rr, 

S^nno ottall lias U cn *aid to !u\c Ik-CU dn.»j 
at the but llila hat Uvn co.drotluUd, 

md I Ulk»e grim K,»K« nbtougliiin to^Ki. 

'Hjc chief uf Kh >j\h sa)s tlut wetotfi* 
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inferior, as thej' fired at tUc captured fort at a 
distance of 300 yards, yet did not hit it. 
r Qth , — Sturt nas out till one o’clock this morn-^ 
ing. Behveen rivelve and one he crept round the 
foit and got into the enemy’s mine; they had 
w ovked in about eight feet. He blew up the mine> 
which fell in and destroyed the cohered way 
they had made, and shook down part of the gar- 
den wall. 

Kens from the Bala Hissar that the enemy arc 
evidently thinning their numbers; and a Ghilzye 
chief who has been wounded is gone home. 

A cossid, who was sent by the King to Ghuznee, 
has returned. He says he was stopped half way' 
and put in kyde ; that during the time he was a 
prisoner another cossid arri\ed, sent to Amccr- 
ooUah Khan from the Kelat-1-Ghilzye chiefs 
with a letter. This man told him that he was 
the bearer of a request for troops and guns, 
without which they could not prevent the Fc- 
ringhee King reaching Cabul ; and that four regi- 
ments of infantry, 100 horse, and fi\c guns were 
already at Karabagh, two marches from Ghuznee : 
that this occurred five days since (about the 1st). 
The cossid took his oath on the Koran, before four 
mooUahs,tothc truth of his statement ; desired he 
might be put in prison (in w Inch he was acCom- 
umdated): and further begged if the force did 
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not arrive they -woiilcl put him to death ! , So 
after all this asseveration he was, of eoiirse, im- 
plieitly helicvccl. 

At , daybreak not a vestige remained of the 
bridge ; which, howovci", the General is still very 
anxious to rebuild, and has sent to inquire if 
Sturt can do so. '\Yithout materials or workmen, 
and the enemy on the spot, it is as Impossible as 
useless to attempt it. 

The General refused to have a party stationed 
in the small fort to defend this same bridge, and 
now it is gone. He seems more bewildered than 
ever, and says if the force arrives there will only 
be more mouths to cat uj) our pror'isions ; and we 
have only eight days’, this inclusive ; but we have 
not a man to scud out to forage. 

The enemy were out to-day, but not in great 
force. They har'c got a Russian seventeen- 
pounder of brass, which they have brought in 
from the Kohistaii, and have planted it in the 
road, near and on this side of J\Iahmood Kdian’s 
fort. . From this they have been firing at us all 
day, and the balls fall many, of them in the 
gardens of Messrs. Eyre and Sturt’s house. .We 
have picked up three cannon balls close to the 
door of the verandah. 

Lieut. Hawtrey of the 37th H. I. was on duty 
at the captured fort to-day with 100 men — forty 
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inferior, as they fired at the captured fort at a 
distance of 300 yards, yet did not hit it. 

Gth , — Sturt ^Tas out till one o’clock tins mom-^ 
Ing. Between twcU e and one he crept round the 
fort and got into the enemj’a mine: they had 

orked in about eight feet. He blew up the mine, 
which fell in and destroyed the corered way 
they had made, and shook don n part of the gar^ 
den wall. 

Kens from the Bala Hxssar that the enemy are 
e^ idcntly thinning their numbers ; and a Ghilzj e 
chief who has been wounded is gone home. 

A cossid, who n as sent by the King to Ghnzncc, 
has letuincd. He sajs he was stopped half way 
and put in dc ; that during the time he was a 
prisoner another cossid arrived, sent to Ameer- 
oollah IChan from the Kelat-i-GIiilzye chiefs 
with a letter. This man told liim that he was 
the hearer of a leqnest for troops and guns, 
uithout nhich they could not prevent the Pc- 
ringhec King reaching Cabul ; and that fonr regi- 
ments of infantry, 100 horse, and fi^e guns were 
already at Karahagh, two marches from Ghuznee : 
that this occurred five days since (about the Ist). 
The cossid took his oath on the Koran, before four 
moollahsjtothe tmlh of his statement ; desired he 
might bo put in prison (in u Inch he as accom- 
modated): and further begged if the force did 
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not arrive tliey would put liiin to death ! , So 
after all this asseveration ho was, of course, im- 
plicitly believed. 

At daybreak not a vestige remained of the 
bridge ; which, however, the General is still very 
anxious to rebuild, and has sent to inq^uirc if 
Sturt can do so. AYithout. materials or workmen, 
and the enemy on the spot, it is ns impossible as 
useless to attempt it. 

The General refused to have a part}'' stationed 
in the small fort to defend this same bridge, and 
now it is gone. He seems more bewildered than 
ever, and says if the force arrives there will only 
be more mouths to cat up our provisions ; and we 
have only eight days’, this inclusive ; but we have 
not a man to send out to fora! 2 :c. 

The enemy were out to-day, but not in great 
force. They have got a Kussian seventeen- 
pounder of brass, which tlicy have brought in 
from the Kohistan, and have planted it in the 
road, near and on this side of hlahmood Edian’s 
fort. From this they have been tiring at us all 
day, and the balls fall many of them in the 
gardens of Messrs. Eyre and Sturt’s house. We 
have picked up three cannon balls close to the 
door of the verandah. 

Lieut. Hawtrey of the 37th N. I. was on duty 
at the captured fort to-day with 100 men — forty 
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of tKesc wcvc of the 44th, the rest from the 37tli. 

Suppose tliis to be the 
fort : * a small room up 
stairs, to which there was 
no outlet, the window 
being blocked up with 
mud. In this room were six of the 44th. The 
A^hans planted their crooked sticks, which 
served them for scaling ladders; got up one by 
one; pulled out the mud, and got in. A child 
with a stick might have repulsed them. The 
Europeans had their belts and accoutrements 
and the Sipahees the same. They all ran away 
as fast as they could I The 44th say that the 
37 th ran first, and as they were too weak they went 
too. Hawtrey says there was not a pin to choose, 

‘ — all cowards alike. After he was deserted hy the 
men, he liimself threw six hand grenades before 
he followed them. One man of the 44th was an 
exception, and he was shot whilst assisting 
Hawtrey in throwing these missiles. 

liieut. Gray, 44th, was wounded in the arm 
earlier in the day, by a man wbo climbed up and 
fired through a loophole at him ; he thoughtlessly 
left his post to return to cantonments and get 
his wound dressed ; and the men endeavoured to 
excuse themselves by saying their own officer was 
not there to direct them. It w’as tlic most shame- 
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ful of all tlie runaways tliat lias occurred. The 
men (all agree) were not dressed when the enemy 
entered. The 37 th had three men left dead in the 
breach, and two were wounded, which certainly 
looks as if they had defended themselves. We 
lost 6000 rounds of ammunition in this fort. 

Brig. Shelton wished that the garrison who had 
evacuated the fort should retake it. Tor this 
purpose he got the men under anus as soon as 
they could he collected together, and Icept them, 
regardless of the inclemency of the weather, with 
snow lying on the ground, until three or four 
o’clock in the morning ; when they were eventually 
dismissed, notliing being attempted. 

The least thing seems to-day to create alarm. 
The following note, accompanied by a six-pound 
shot, was sent by order of Brig. Shelton to Sturt : 

“ Dear Hogg — The enemy have planted a gun 
in a bastion of one of their forts, near the road 
leading to the Kohistan gate of the city, and 
have been firing it at the Magazine fort since 
one o’clock. Two or three shots struck the rear 
face. I send you one that fell in the room above 
the gateway, after passing through the wall. 

“Yours, W. Grant.” 

Gen. Elphinstone wrote again to the Envoy to- 
day, urging him to treat for terms with ’ * :^my. 
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At Rear 9 a,m. Sturt left us -witli au intention 
of blowing up tlic captured fort, wbich the men 
seem to have taken a dishke to, and to be deter- 
mined not to defend it. He bad not been' gone 
more than a few minutes when quick firing com- 
menced : the enemy had come do^Yn c\ identiy in 
force along the south- eastern face of cantonments. 
Theie was a blaze of light from Mahmood Khan’s 
fort to our rear gate : it did not last long, but it 
was a -very anxious time ; for our north-eastern 
portion of rampart is occupied by the 5th, and I 
distinctly heard Bygrave using no gentle language 
whilst he kicked the men up and out of their tents. 
Xiicut. !Mein (13th) was also active in assisting to 
do the same, but with very little success; though 
the drums beating to arms, and the hallooing 
and shouting for the General and the Brigadier, 
were noise enough to have aroused the dead. 
Lieut. Leas was on the rear gate guard ; and had 
a rush been made at it by the enemy, there did 
not seem to be any one to oppose them. 

Yesterday when Sturt was talking to the 
General and the Brigadier about the captured 
fort, he mentioned that Capt. Layton commanded 
there that day, .'jud that he wished Ijc should 
remain and retain it as a permanent command, it 
bcinga place for which an officer should be selected, 
and he considered him ns well fitted for the com- 
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mand. Shelton, with a sneer, ashed if Layton 
would like to stay, there ? To which Sturt replied, 
‘‘I do not know what he would like, hut I know 
that I should wish him to do so.” Capt. Layton’s 
courage and steadiness were too unimpcachahlc 
for the sneer to affect his character as a soldier. 
The 13riG:adier’s dislike to him arose from his not 
being a man of polished manners, and rather un- 
grammatical in his language. 

After all had gone wrong, the Brigadier told 
Sturt that he had told him to order Capt. Layton 
to remain, and appealed to the General whether 
he did not; to which Elphinstone hesitatingly 
replied, yes. On Sturt saying that he never 
understood such an order, and that their recol- 
lections of the conversation were different from his ; 
that he would not give up his own reminiscence 
of the business ; that he (Sturt) was wide awake at 
the time ; the Brigadier lying on the floor rolled 
up in his bedding, and either really or affectedly 
half asleep. On this the General hedged off 
evasively by saying, he did not think what was 
said amounted to an order ! 

Now .when Sturt mentioned the circumstance 
to me yesterday, I asked him whether he thought 
they would select an oflScer as a permanent 
commandant, and his reply was, God knows.” 
Besides if it vas to be, it would have been notified 
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were noise enough to have aroused the dead. 
Lieut. Deas was on the rear gate guard j and had 
a rush been made at it by the enemy, there did 
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General and the Brigadier about the captured 
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there that day, and that he wished he should 
remain and retain it as a permanent command, it 
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“I do not know what he would like, but I know 
that I should wish him to do so,” Capt. Layton’s 
coiuage and steadiness were too unimpeachable 
for the sneer to atfect his character as a soldier. 
The Brio’adier’s dislike to him arose from his not 
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being a man of polished manners, and rather un- 
grammatical in his language. 

After all had gone wrong, the Brigadier told 
Sturt that he had told him to order Capt. Layton 
to remain, and appealed to the General whether 
he did not; to which Elphinstone hesitatingly 
replied, yes. On Sturt saying that he never 
understood such an order, and that their recol- 
lections of the conversation were different from his ; 
that he would not give up his own reminiscence 
of the business ; that he (Sturt) was wide awake at 
the time ; the Brigadier lying on the floor rolled 
up in his bedding, and either really or affectedly 
half asleep. On this the General hedged off 
evasively by. saying, he did not think .what was 
said amounted to an order ! 

Now .when Sturt mentioned the circumstance 
to me yesterday, I asked him whether he thought 
they would select an ofiScer .as a .permanent 
commandant, and his reply was, God knows.” 
Besides if it was to be, it would have been notified 
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in Orders, being a decided innovation on the 
daily relief of the fort, 

" One cvatnple is as good as a million: ” these 
circumstances show how affairs arc carried on. 
The General, unsettled in his purposes, delegates 
his power to the Brigadier, and the Brigadier tries 
to throw off all responsibility on the General’s or 
any body’s shoulders except his own; and the 
General is, as in the present instance, too gentle- 
manlike to tcli him that he deviates a little from 
the exact line, and thus takes on himself the 
e^asion. 

Sturt came home q^uitc disgusted ; vo^vmg that 
if those dear to him were not in cantonments, 
they might blow them up for what he cared. 

I heard a piece of private intelligence to-day, 
— ^that three of the Envoy’s Chuprassles and a 
Duffodar of the 4tK Kessaliah, with two other 
persons whose names liave not transpired, are in 
connection with the enemy ; and this treasonable 
correspondence lias been discovered by some inter- 
cepted letters. The men had been disposing of 
their property two days previous to the discovery# 
The three Chnprassics arc in confinement, and the 
Envoy ttilhs of viking tlvo General for n court- 
martial on them. The chances arc they will 
escape punishment : whereas were they hanged as 
traitors at once, it might be an useful lesson to 
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others. "We liavc a Fakir and some Affghans 
in confinement also, ndio arc suspected of being 
spies. 

The General j^ereraptorily forbade the camp 
foUoAvers trying to take away the piles of the 
bridge that remained; so the enemy, who arc hard 
up for wood, came down in great numbers, and 
did it for us. To-day we have seven days’ pro- 
visions left. 

7 fit . — Sturt was anxious to take the 7rcapturcd 
fort ; and as it appears that the men arc deter- 
mined not to kecj) it, he j)ro 2 )Oscd to blow it uj), 
and to call for volunteers for that jmrpose. 

Tlie 44th say they wish to wijie out the stain 
on their name, as do the 37th. Hawtrey’s com- 
j)any volunteer to go with him, and take it without 
the assistance of any other troops. 

In sending the Sipahccs to that fort, the sixty 
men were taken six from each company, so that 
very few could have had their own ofliccr, Eu- 
ropean or native, havildars, jemadars, or even 
their own comrades. It was certainly a j^arti- 
cularly bad aiTangcment. 

The General wished to know from Sturt 
■whether the fort was jiracticable and tenable ; at 
least this Avas the message brought by Capt 
Bellcvv' : to AAdiich Sturt said but one rejdy could be 
made — Practieable if the men aauU fight ; tenable 
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if they do not run away ! but that he considered 
that the great object was to destroy it J as he more 
than doubted the willingness of the troops to gar- 
rison it, although daily relieved. \ 

Objections were raised as to any other measures 
being taken than firing at it to batter it down, 
which was accordingly done all day. The 
enemy showed again; but their numbers arc 
tliinning : they fired at us all day ; and the balls 
from the brass seventeen-pounder just opposite 
came whizzing over and about Sturt’s house and 
garden. 

Our chiefs are very anxious regarding three 
galleries that the enemy arc said to he running 
from various points to the Bazar bastion. They 
are said to have mined 100 yards towards it from 
the captured fort. Hacljee hinhomnied, the 
famous miner from the ICohistan, has twenty 
men with him ; and the enemy have great con- 
fidence in his sldU, and have given him 12,000 
rupees. 

I wonder if they paid the conquering hero of 
tlie captured fort their promised reward of 4000 
rupees ? 

The report is, that the AfTghans liavc sworn on 
the Koran to take the Bazar fort and the iMa- 
garinc fort; for the latter they arc to receive 
10,000 rupees. 
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The Envoy is in hopes to get in five days’ pro- 
visions from the Bala Hissar. 

jMahomined Akhar Klian sent in, oflTering ns 
terms to go out, bag and baggage ; but this was 
before the fort was taken, and he will now pro- 
bably rise in his demands, which have not tran- 
spired. No reply has yet been given, as hopes are 
entertained of the arrival of Gen. jSTott’s force 
before we arc quite starved : besides, as Zeman 
Shall Klian has not given up the power to ]\Ia- 
hommed Akbar lOian, he may not be able to 
guarantee our safety. 

Sfh. — The first news of the d.ay was, that the 
ammunition destined for the Bala Hissar during 
last night set out, eighty yaboos, escorted by some 
of Skinner’s horse, under Capt. Hay : when they 
got to the camel sheds they found themselves 
between two fires, of which, however, but one 
shot hit a trooper. On the first shot being filled, 
many of the saces threw off their loads, and 
galloped as hard as they could. Only forty-four 
laden yaboos arrived : five Avere lost altogether, 
Avith many yaboos and loads of private baggage ; 
for there was (now, when the enemy s suspicions 
Avere raised) an idea of tiying to throw ammumtion 
into the Bala Hissar, and of eA*entualIy endeavour- 
ing to force om- way there : and a good deal of pri- 
vate property Avas attempted to be sent in Avithjt. 
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"Wo did not send any thing, expecting that our 
goods would never reach their destination. 

Had Sturt’s wish been complied witli, long ago 
we should have been safe in the BalaHissat, with 
plenty of provisions, and might have set all 
Aflghanistan at defiance until an army could 
arrive from the provinces. 

The orders given to the reserve last night 
were, to go to the rescue if the convoy was 
attacked on its return 5 but as there was no order 
to defend the animals laden with ammunition when 
going, they waited until Brig. Shelton should 
arrive, and when of course it was too late, and 
all was over. 

Couolly and Jan Fislian Klian hare come in, 

I believe to press the subject of our all going to 
the Bala Hissar. 

The General now says tliat it was Sturt who 
objected to the attempt on the Captured fort : — 
rather an odd assertion, as he was not likely to 
object to his own proposition ! 

There is a report that the Wallec of KliooUoom 
is coming to our assistance. To-day there lias 
been much firing in tlio city ; .and Dr. Duff says 
he saw with a glass the people in the Kuzzilba«h 
quarter fighting from the tops of the houses. 

Yesterday the servants of lilr. Steer and of some 
other officers asserted that they heard distant 
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firing of artillery across flic gorge bcliiiul Cabnl, 
but no oncgaA’C much credit to it. This morning 
both Sturt and Warburtou heard the booming of 
•very distant artillery, and several other persons 
did the same. Ghumec is only about eighty miles 
from us : so that the firing might be from thence : 
but it is confidently asserted that the Kandahar 
force must be near ; and three days arc given as 
the period for their arri-s’al. 

Great anxiety, occasioned by a ncu’ mine 
reported to be commenced at the mill, Avhieh 
Kershaw has examined, as also Sturt and his 
sergeants, and there docs not happen to be any 
such thing ! 

Two days since we saw a funeral procession, 
with about fifty followers, going away by the road 
leading towards the ground lately occupied by the 
Shah’s camp. 

To-day we saw a number of laden camels and 
yahoos, and sheep, and people, all going away : 
they were escorted off in safety b}’’ horsemen, who 
returned as soon as they w'crc out of sight of can- 
tonments. A number also wmiit off towards the 
Kohistan ; and we think the confederacy must be 
bieakmg up, as ■vve see verj' few of the enemy now, 
either horse or foot ; and the information from the 

Bala Hissar now rates their numbens at 2500 
fighting men. 
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Hawtrey and fifty men, for an hour. It proved to 
he a marc’s nest, and the party were sent on a 
harassing duty for no purpose I 

The 44th have asked for a court of inquiry, 
and it is to sit to-morrow : but there is but too 
much evidence to prove that the Europeans were 
the first to run away from the Captured fort. The 
artillerymen in the bastions all assert that they 
were so, and also tire first into cantonments ; and 
the rest of the regiment have cut that company; 
and men arc generally good judges of their com- 
rades’ conduct. 

Capt. Tremor was sent by Sir William to 
meet several Ghilzye chiefs who had volunteered 
to enter into terms with him, on payment of 
two lakhs of rupees, which sum was taken by 
Trevor that night, bnt only one person met 
lum, -who said that the others had seceded from 
the engagement, and they would not receive the 
money. They had declared that, although con- 
nected by marriage with hlahommcd Akbar Klian, 
they had no regard for him, and would, if Sir 
William wished it, bring his head; but he replied, 
assassination was not our custom. 

The alarm was sounded, and at the same time 
there was a signal flying from the Bala Hissar, of 
the enemy being in force in the Shah’s garden. 
Tlicy were making a place to '' ''hind ; from 
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•v\'liich Ave drove them. We Iiad the usual firing 
all day, and dismounted one of their guns. 

Early this morning I was awakened by firing, 
proceeding from a party under a Duftbdar, in 
charge of twenty 3 %aboos, with 100 sacks to be 
fiUed with gmin at the Bala Hissar. They 
were fired on by the cnenw : and came scamjier- 
ing back without their bags, and having lost six 
ponies. 

Caj)t. Haj' was this day sent with a message 
of consef[uencc to the King, attended bj’- an escort 
of fift}’^ horse. He went out of cantonments at a 
brisk trot, and forded the river. Tlic enemy kept 
an excellent look-out ; they were immediately in 
pursuit, but our party got safe into the Bala 
Hissai*. It Avas a beautiful sight to see Hay with 
his cap jAulled down on his broAVS, his teeth set, 
neither looking right nor left, but leading his men 
AAntli the air of a man rcady and expecting to 
encoimter the Avorst, and fully determined to do liis 
devoir. We were all A'^ery anxious about him, and 
Avere delighted to hear that he had got back safe, for 
they Avere fired on in returning, and ten horses 
Avithout ridei’s Av^ere the heralds of their return. 
One man only is missing, and we hope he may 
yet find his Avay in, as it is very dark, and the 
enemy may miss liim. 

To avoid the enemy, they had to make a detour 
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out of tlie road eotnc miles, and the men got dis- 
mounted by their horses stumbling and falling 
into ditches, &c. There tsv-us much anxiety relar 
tive to the purport of the message. It ^ras sup- 
posed to be an urgent entreaty from the Envoy 
to the King, that the latter "wonld come into can- 
tonments for the purpose of retreating with the 
array to India ; whatever it was, it produced an 
order for the iraraediate evacuation of the Bnla 
Hissar by our troops. 

The enemy have been busy to-day malcing a 
platform (said to be 12 feet by 4) behind the com- 
missariat fort. 

It is surmised that this is a contrivance to cross 
the ditch with ; but, as that is 20 feet wide, it is 
not likely to succeed. They are said to have 
appeared to be tiying its strength by walking 
over it. 

This day orders have been issued to deprive 
all camp followers that are not mustered of their 
grain rations j but those who will take meat arc 
permitted to have it in lieu. lYe have commenced 
giving our servants two sheep a day. Between 
Sturt’s servants, mine, and Sir. iMcin’s (who is 
slaying with ns), we muster forty. 

Sturt yn.5 told yesterday that two of his sappers 
were going to desert, and he liad the circumstance 
reported ; but the General and Capt. Bellow would 
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not put tliem into confinement, because tlicir plan 
bcin£^ oA’crlicard was not consiclcrccl as a sufficient 
proof of their intentions : so they ordered them to 
be watched ; an'd the end of the story is, that to-day 
they arc not be found. A second case of most 
excellent surveillance. 

lit/n — Early tliis morning, a convoy went to 
and returned from the Bala Hissar, having con- 
veyed bags there to be filled with grain. 

An armistice; and chiefs came to treat with the 
Envoy : they met on the plain ; and whilst tlie 
negotiations (which were lengthy) were caiTying 
on, the encmj'- were busy throwing up Avorhs and 
placing guns in position. 

A letter Avas received last night from Ghiiznee: 
that place Avas iuA'cstcd ; and Col. MacLaren Avas 
marching up Avith troops, A\dio AA'crc somewhere 
between Caudahar and that place. 

As Avc have only tAVO days’ provisions, terms 
hav^e been accepted. As far as I can learn, four 
political hostages are to bo given — Pottinger, 
Trevor, MacGi’egor, and ConoUy — to insure the 
return of the Dost. 

Mahommed AJcbar lOian is to go down Avith us. 
They say they Avill give us carriage, and we are to 
be off on Tuesday. The 54th from the Bala liissar 
are to come in to-morroAV morning. 

12^7i. — Tile troops from the Bala Hissar haA^e 

I 3 
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not come m, at the desire of the chiefs, who ha-sc 
now decided that they w ish the Shah to remain, 
and only re^mre us to go They u ish the Kang 
to strengthen their allegiance by giving his 
daughters m marnage to the chiefs, and receiving 
theirs in return 

They were anxious to have our ladies as 
hostage'*, but it was refused 

The Kuzzdbashes have every thing to lose, 
should the Dost return, and the Baruhzyc power 
come in 

I3th — Another letter from Gen Elphinstonc, 
urging the Envoy to treat with the cluefs 

A report prevalent that it is wished the force 
should remain, which is, honever, disci edited 
The Kohistanees arc m great numbers m 
Behmaru, the Shahbagh, &.c , and unless the 
clnefs take possession of the forts and pro- 
bably have a party tn cantonment'*, tliey mil 
certainly get in, and loot immediately on our going 
out 

A cunons scone occurred to-da) Tlic men arc 
to leaic their old muskets, and take fre«h ones out 
of the raagazme Without anj order or arrange- 
ment the Duropaau'V Sip-dice'*, and camp followers 
all got into the mulst of the “tore'*, and helped 
thcmscU cs to wliatcvcr came in their v, aj , it was 
a regular scene of plunder 



14///. — Tlic troops left, tlic Bnln Ilissar last 
night, but it was considered unsafe for tliem to 
conic on here on account of the lateness of the 
lionr. Innnediately on their getting outside the 
gate, a rush was made by jMahonuned Akbar 
Khaifs men. that chief wishintc to .sei/.e on the 
Bala Hissar, and the jicrson of the King. His 
majesty had the gales shut, and in so doing shut 
in the fpiartcr guard, with some prisoners of the 
d4(h. Finding that the force could not come 
on, Conolly returned to the gate to ask to be 
re-admitted, at which lime he was saluted with 
a discharge of grape, had one liorsc shot under 
him, and another wounded. This was afterwards 
explained away as having been intended for 
the King's and our mutii.al foes: if so, they were 
not very particular as to which jiarty they bred 
at. Our troops remained out .all night; and 
this morning had to fight their way in, .against 
a mixed rabble of GhiKyes, Logurecs, and 
Cabulecs. 

The bullock drivers ran aw.ay from the nine- 
pounder gun ; of which the enemy took possession. 
The}' carried off the bullocks ; but being near can- 
tonments, fresh animals were sent out (it was on 
this side of the Slab Sung Hill), the gun was 
soon recaptured; but not till an unforttinate 
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not come m, tlie desire of the chiefs , who haic 
now decided tliat they wish tlio Shnh to remain, 
and only require us to go They w ish the ICing 
to strengthen their allegiancD by giving lus 
daughters in marriage to the chiefs, and receiving 
theirs in return 

They were anxious to hare our ladies as 
hostages, but it was refused 

The Kuzzilbashes haae eaery thing to Io‘«e, 
should the Dost return, and the BaruLzye power 
come m 

I3th — Another letter from Gen Elphinstonc, 
urging the Envoy to treat with the chiefs 

A report preaaleut that it is uished the force 
should remain, which is, however, discredited 
The Kohistanees arc in great numbem in 
Behmani, the Shahbagh, &.C., and unless the 
chiefs take possession of the fort» near, and pio- 
hably have a partj in cantonments, thej will 
certainly got in, and loot immediately on our going 
out 

A cunoiis scene occurred to-day The men arc 
to leave their old muskets, and take fresh ones out 
of the magazine 'Without an) order or arrange- 
ment the Europeans, Sipahees, and camp follow era 
all got into the midst of the stores, and helped 
thcmscUcs to whatever came in their wa} , it was 
a regular scene of plunder 
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\-lfh . — The tro()j)S left the .Bala IHt^.^ar last 
night, hut it was con.-^idcred unsafe for thcjn to 
come on here on account of the latenc.«s of the 
hour. Immediately on their getting outside the 
2 :atc, a rush was made hv IMahommed Alcbar 
Ivhaifs men, that chief wishim^ to seize on the 
Bala Ilis.'^ar, and the person of the King. Ilis 
majesty had the gates shut, and in so doing shut 
in the quarter guard, with some prisoners of the 
54th. Finding that the force could not come 
on, Conolly returned to the gate to aslc to be 
re-admitted, at which time he was saluted with 
a discharge of grajic, had one horse shot under 
liim, and another wounded. Tliis was afterwards 
c.\plaincd away as having been intended for 
the King's and our mutual foes: if so, they were 
not very particular a.s to which party tliey fired 
at. Our troo]).-? remained out all night; and 
this morning had to fight tlieir way in, against 
a mixed rabble of Ghilzycs, Logurces, ajid 
Cabulccs. 

The bullock drivers ran away from the nine- 
poxmder gun ; of which the enemy took possession. 
They carried off the bidlocks; but being near can- 
tonments, fresh animals were sent out (it was on 
this side of the Siah Sung Hill), the gun was 
soon recaptured; but not till an unfortUnate 
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artilleryman, who being sick rode on it, had been 
cut to pieces 

Osman Khan sent to say that if one of tlie 
three lakhs promised to him ivas ^ent this c\en- 
ing, he Mould send in provisions, of which ne aie 
in great need, having only sufficient for to-day and 
to-morrow’s consumption In the evening three 
and a half lakhs were sent 

i5th — There is a \ ery evident change in politics 

The good King,” as Sir TVilham used to call Inm, 
IS now tlirown over by us, as he refused to 
deiiatc fiom ins accustomed hauteur towards his 
nobles, or to admit of his daughters manymg the 
chiefs as tliey proposed 

Shah Shoojali has aico set his seal to a pio 
clamation calling on all true jMiw'^almans to fight 
against the Kennghee® 

A small f|uantity of ottah waa liv^ught m to- 
day 

Kegotiations arc still going on 

The clucfs arc very anxious to Ime all the 
married men and their families as hostages for the 
Dost’s safe return 

Two daj 5 since the King was to hav c come into 
cantonments m rather light marching order, to 
accompany us to the provinces At that time it 
was decided that O^man IChan (liead of the Ila- 
ruki^cs now in the country, and at present 
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iVizler) sliould renuiin at Cabul: and it being 

i expected that the expulsion of our force would be 
a scene of bloodshed and disaster, a running tight 
lall the way down, Sturt said, that if he could 
see Osman Klian himself, and make his own terms 
\vith him for our safety and protection in his own 
house, he would not object to being one of the 
liostagcsj and keeping his wife and mother with 
him: he authorized Capt. Lawrence to say as 
Wich to the Envoy. To his "rcat astonishment 
*ic heard that his name liad been proposed to the 
Ihiefs without any further communication with 
Ciim, and with a state of politics wholly dilfcrent 
from those under which he would have acr|uicsced 
fii the proposition. In the first place, Shah 
iShoojah is not going with our army ; but is doing 
Si he can to raise a party against us, and sits 
a window of his palace in the Bala Hissar, 
a^hence he distributes shawls, khclluts, and bhood- 
''hees to the Ghazeeas. In the second ifiacc, 
k)sman Khan is one of the chiefs Avho it is now 
Cecided are to go down with the En'S'^oy. 
d Sturt’s having talked imprudently to a frieiid, 
ad its being taken advantage of, pre-^^ents his 
atterfering in the affaii’ ; but /am not so tied, and 
ioive represented (through friends) to the General 
hj. a military point of view that he ought to object 
io Sturt’s being taken as a hostage, on the plea 
to I 5 
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artilleryman, who being sick rode on it, had been 
cut to pieces 

O&man Khan sent to say that if one of the 
three lal lis promised to him was sent this even- 
ing, he Mould send m proMSions, of which we me 
in great need, having only sufficient for to-day and 
to morrow b consumption In the eienmg three 
and a half lakhs were sent 

\6fk —There is a \ eiy ei ident change in politics 
" The good Kmg,” as Sir '\YiUiam u'^cd to call him, 
is now thrown over by us, as he refused to 
dcMate fiom his accustomed hauteur towards his 
nobles, or to admit of his daughters marrying the 
chiefs as they propo'^ed 

Shah Shoojah has aho set his seal to a pro 
clamation calling on all time Mu'^^almans to fight 
against the Fennghee« 

A small quantity of ottah was 1 1 ought in to- 
day 

Negotiations are still going on 

The clnefs are very anxious to ha\e all the 
married men and their families as hostages for the 
Dost’s safe return 

Two days since the King n as to Ini e come into 
cantonments, in rather light marching order, to 
accompany na to the provinces At that time it 
was decided that 0 man IClnn (head of the Ila- 
rulzycs now m the country, and at present 
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Vizier) should remain at Cahul: and it being 
expected that the exprilsion of our force Avould be 
a scene of bloodshed and disaster, a running fight 
all the way down, Sturt said, that if he could 
see Osman Khan himself, and make his own terms 
with him for our safety and protection in his own 
house, he would not object to being one of the 
hostages, and keciDmg his wife and mother with 
him: he authorized Capt. Lawrence to say as 
much to the Envoy. To liis great astonishment 
he heard that his name had been proposed to the 
chiefs without any further communication with 
him, and with a state of pohtics wholly different 
from those under which he Avould have acquiesced 
in the proposition. In the first place, Shah 
Shoojah is not going with oiu army ; but is doing- 
all he can to raise a party against us, and sits 
at a window of his palace in the Bala Hissar, 
whence he distributes shawls, khelluts, and bhood- 
khees to the Ghazeeas. In the second place, 
Osmau Klian is one of the chiefs who it is now 
decided are to go down Avith the Envoy. 

. Sturt’s having talked imprudently to a friend, 
and its being taken advantage of, preA'^ents his 
interfering in the affair ; but I am not so tied, and 
have represented (through friends) to the General 
in a military point of view that he ought to object 
to Sturt’s being taken as a hostage, on the plea 

I 5 
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tliat sshould there be any thing to do on the way 
down, through the Khyber or in the Punjab, he is 
the only engineer officer we have, — a circumstance 
which the General acknowledges escaped his recol- 
lection, but he quickly remedied the ill by writing 
to the Envoy on the subject , and tune must show 
the result 

Determined not to put his wife and myself in 
the enemy’s power, he wrote to the Envoy as fol- 
lows — 


My dear Sir "William, 

" Within the last hour a report has reached 
me, that myself. Lady Sale, and ^Ir Sturt, had 
been proposed to the Cabul chiefs as hostages, in 
exchange for Capt Trev oi 

“ I ha\c a very distinct lecollection of having 
told Lawrence to mention to jou, that I had no 
ohjcction to such an arrangement xmder certain 
terms , hut not having been made acquainted with 
the fact of such a proposition havang been made, 
or further consulted on the subject, I write in 
much anxiety to mquire if there is any foundation 
for the report, and if there is, to be made ac- 
quainted with tlic arrangements propo'^cd, under 
which I can he expected to acquiesce m them a« 
far IS regards Lady Sale and Mrs Sturt, for 
myself I am ready for any circumstances likely to 
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benefit or aid in bringing negotiations to a satis- ' 
factory conclusion. I trust you will ease my 
mind upon this point, for reports have reached 
me from several q^uarters, all of which are more 
vague than satisfactory. 

“ Very truly yours, 

L. D. Stuet. 

“15th December, 1841.” 

Tills elicited a reply from Sir William stating 
thai he was much hurried by business, and did not 
recollect whether Stm't’s name had been men- 
tioned to the chiefs or not ; but it was of no con- 
sequence, as no ladies were to be sent as hostage; 

&c. The letter was evasive and diplomatic ; and 
did not inform us whether Sturt was to be sent 
from us or not. It was, I believe, unfortunately 
thrown amongst a heap of papers which Sturt was 
destroying, for I could not find it afterwards. 

16^7^. — The impudence of these Affghans is very 
great ! Yesterday some men who were looting 
om: people close to the gates were warned off, and 
they replied, that we might keep within our walls ; 
all without belonged to them. 

To-day a well-dressed man, one of Mahommed 
Alfbar Khan’s personal attendants, was attacked 
by them close to the walls, and stripped of his 
garments. 

I 6 
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IMr B'lness, the merchant, was standing talking 
to some of the Affghans hy tlie gate, i man 
snatched his ^Y‘^tch from him, ran up to a suwar, 
knocked him off lus horse, mounted it, and gal- 
loped off 

This day Sturt was fortunate in purchasing a 
bag of otta sent m to him by Taj ISlahommed , 
whose man brought another which our tenants 
were purchasing 

In a moment there was a cry of otfa ' and the 
garden was filled with camp followers and Si- 
pahces I never saw such a scene the joy of 
those who got a handful for a rupee, the sorrow 
evinced by those who were unsuccessful, and the 
struggles of all to get cIo«c to the man f The 
gentlemen had to stand with thick sticks to keep 
the people off There was no weighing , at first 
the man gave two handsful for a rupee, but the 
quantity ‘>oon dnuimslied m consequence of the 
great demand for it 

To prove our good faitli and belief in tliat of the 
chiefs, wc arc to-day placed entirclj in their 
power 

They know tliat we are starving, that our horsC'» 
and cattle have neither gram, hhoosa, nor grass 
They Imc prettj well eaten up tiic bark of the 
trees and the tender branches, the hor«c8 gnaw 
the tent pegs. I was graidj told that the ar- 
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tilleiy liorses had eaten the trunnion of a gun ! 
This is difficult of belief ; but I have seen my own 
riding-horse gnaw voraciously at a cart-wheeh 
Nothing is satisfied with food except the Pariah 
dogSj who ai'e gorged with eating dead camels and 
horses. 

Tills evening the Rikabashees fort, Zulfa Khan’s 
fort, and the Magazine fort, wei'e given up to the 
chiefs. 

Misseer Aollah Eliau, brother of Nawaub 
Zeman Shah Khan, came in as a hostage. 

In the Magazine fort our allies are said to have 
placed 4,000 men. The cliiefs promised, as soon as 
they were in possession of our forts, to give us 
grain ; and about half an hour after oiu’ gamsons 
were withdrawn 155 maunds of otta and a small 
quantity of bhoosa was brought in. 

They have also promised to procure us 2,000 
camels and 400 yaboos. 

To show how strangely military matters are 
conducted at present; we were taking our evening 
Avalk on the ramparts, when a Sipahee quite out 
of breath came up, and asked for the Brigade 
Major, saying that he was sent from the Bika- 
bashees' fort to ask for the order to give it uj), as 
the men were waiting outside the gate ready to 
march off, and the Affghans were also waiting to 
march in ; as we plainly saw, when we stood near 
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Bygrave’s bastion. I do not attach any blame to 
the General in this 5 but to those Tvhose duty it 
was to issue the orders and see them executed. 

At eleven p.m. heard some firing, and began to 
think tiiere was going to be some treachery. 

Our allies, as they are now called, will be very 
magnanimous if they let us escape, now that they 
have fairly got us in their net. It is said the 
Bala Hlssar will be attacked to-morrow by those 
who are neither tlie King’s nor our friends ; though 
they are now termed allies instead of enemies, 
17th.- — There has been news from Jellalahad to- 
day up to the 7 th. I hear that Sale and all are 
well there ; but it came out by accident. The 
Sikhs have refused to assist us, which is breaking 
their treaty, and portends military movements in 
the Punjab; — an additional reason why our only 
engineer should not remain in Cabul. 

Accounts from Candahar and Khclat-i-Gilzie. 
All is right again, they say, at the former place ; 
that prompt measures were taken ; a chief seized 
and blown from a gun, which terrified the rest 
into subjection. No further news from Ghuznee ; 
which, by the last accoim ts, was invested. 

Both otta and bhoosa brought in to-day j but 
not more than for the day’s consumption, and 
only for the commissariat. Camels were brought 
in, and some sold to the commissariat for 140 and 
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loO rujiecp each. AV"c oflercd 1000 rupees for 
ciglit camels; but for so few they insisted on 
receiving 200 for each. Tlie plunderers ■were, as 
usual, outside attacking all who j)asscd, friend or 
foe, and were fired on from the magazine fort: 
the mirrison there were also firinfr. 

Sturt Avas standing at the rear gate, Avhen Ji 
man inquired if he Av.as an ofliecr; and, on his 
asking why he wished to knoAV, and Avliat he 
w:mted Avilh him, said, half draAving liis SAA’ord, 
“ to fight.” 

It is said that our departure depends on the 
Iving's rcjily, Avhieh Avas expected to he given 
to-day. lie is either to go Avith us to Loodiauah, 
to remain here, or to go on a pilgrimage to 
i\rccc:\. 

In the city Zeman Shah Khan noAv reigns. 

The pcoi)lc say that, as soon as avc go, there 
Avill be dreadful fighting ; not such as they haA’c 
had Avith us, but chupaos on each other’s houses, 
SAvord in hand, and cutting each other’s throats : 
that AVC shall be attacked all the AA'ay to 
Klioord Cabul, but not after that, as that part of 
the country belongs to Amecnoollah Klian, Avliose 
son goes AA'itli us. 

Nothing decided regarding Stm’t, but it is said 
he Avill have to remain. 

IStJi, — IVlien AVC rose this morning the ground 
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was covered with snow j which continued falling 
all day. 

A very strange circumstance occurred Last 
night. Some persons were endeavouring to re-, 
move the barricade at the gate of the mission 
compound: on being discovered, two Europeans 
galloped nway, who were not recognised. The 

third, ^ a writer in Capt. Johnson’s office, was 

taken prisoner: he refuses to name his com- 
panions, and says they were going to IMahomraed 
Akbar Khan to obtain provisions for the army. 

is a man of bad character; he has lately 

got himself into bad repute by writing letters in 
the newspapers under the signature of Sharp.” 
He was also connected with a man of the name of 
O’Grady Gorman in a correspondence with the 
Kussians; which was proved by letters found 
amongst the papers of the latter after ho was 
murdered at Candahar. 

Two men of the 54th have made their escape 
out of the Bala Hissar; they passed a rope 
tlwough one of the loopholes and let themselves 
down. They say the ICiug lias been tampering 
with them, offering to give them 15 rupees a 
month, and to promote all the non-commissioned 
officers ; but that not one has accepted his offers. 

This day we bought camels at 150 rupees each. 

19t/j. — More strange things have occurred. 



185 


CABUL. 

Brig. Shelton wrote privnioly to IMiihommccl 
Akbnr Ivhan for foni"c for In? own n?c, and 
obtained ten load? of bhoo?a. He made the man 
who brouglit it. a present, (writing to Sir William 
that ho wished to have a pair of pistols or a 
chogah of small value from the Tosha Khana to 
present to a respectable native), and the ])rescnt 
was sent with a bill attaehed to it for '50 rupees. 
On its arrival, Shelton left the room to receive it, 
and during his absence the Aflghan appropriated 
to himself a sword which had ])ecn a Cfift to the 
Brigadier from Shah Shoojah. On this he applied 
to the Knvoy for its rcstonition, which brought 
the Avhole story to light: and occasioned the 
Brigadier to receive an admonition for having, 
unknown to the En\-oy, entered into correspond- 
ence with one of the chiefs. The General, having 
heard the former part of the above story, Avrote to 
the Envoy to ascertain if he also could Jiot obtain 
forage from Akbar direct ; but Sir William Avas 
extremely indignant at any attemjit at corre- 
spondence being entered into Avith any of the 
cliiefs by indiA'iduals, and peremptorily forbade 
it; haA'ing the courtesy to add, that he AA'as in 
expectation of obtaining some for himself, of 
which he would pennit Gen. Elphinstone to haA'^e 
a part. 

The chiefs arc evidently fearful that Ave are 
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getting in supplies to a greater extent than they 
wish. 

We had been fortunate enough to purchase 
some otta and barley for our seri^ants and cattle. 
A servant of Mahommed Akbar Klian’s came 
into our verandah and wanted to take it away by 
force; but I saw what was going on, and called 
Sturt, who took him by the collar, and expedited 
lus departure by a kick; to the great astonislunent 
of sundry Affghans at such indignity being offered 
to the servant of a sirdar. 

Snow again fell to-day. 

In a letter from Gen. Elphinstonc to the En- 
voy to-day, he observes, ” that the force is not in 
a state to act in any way necessity might reciuire ; 
but he hoped that it would be better disposed to- 
morrow I ” 

20ift. — Taj IMahommed Klian came again to sec 
Sturt; and through his sen’ants we got some 
new cheese. He told us that Shamsuddeen’s 
brother died last night. 

Taj Maliommed assures us of the intended 
treachery of Akbar ; and says the force w'ill be 
annihilated, and is most anxious that we should 
accept such protection as he is willing to afford 
us somewhere in the lulls until the rctimi of the 
English ; — for that a strong force will be sent to 
retake Cabul, and a\ engc the meditated dcstruc- 
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tlon of our army, is a general ojihiion amongst the 
tliinklng Aflglmns. several of whom^ as well as 
Taj iMaliommccl JClian, obtained Avritten testi- 
monials of their friendship towards the English, 
that they maj* hereafter produce them for their 
adv.antagc. We can only thank him for his good 
intentions. It is diflicult to make these people 
understand our ideas oji milihuy .suhjeets ; and 
how a proceeding, which was oidy intended to 
save a man’s life, conjointly Avith that of his AA'ife 
and mother, cjxn in any Avay affect his honour. 
Certain it is that avc have A'cry little hojxc of 
.saving onr lives. 

The EuA'oy seems to fear treachery on the part 
of the chiefs ; and CA'idently Avishes to break the 
treaty. If he docs so, it must be by a simultjA- 
ncous attack on the three forts avc haA'C giA'cu up 
to our ‘•'allies,” and also on jMahommed Ivlian’s fort. 
It Avould, if successful, give us a decided advantage, 
and perhaps alarm many into siding AA'ith us ; but 
the plan is too late a one. Sturt Avas applied to 
for a sketch of opciiitions, Avhich he gaA'c, for the 
attack on jMahommed IClian’s fort, but Avas of 
opinion Ave were too Aveak, and our men too dispi- 
rited, to attempt it. On this subject he receiA^ed 
a letter from the Geneml, of which the foUoAAUug 
is a copy ; — 



186 LADY sale’s journal. 

getting in supplies to a greater extent than they 
wish. 

We had been fortunate enough to purchase 
some otta and barley for our servants and cattle. 
A servant of Mahommed Atbar Klian’s came 
into our verandah and wanted to take it away by 
force; but I saw what was going on, and called 
Sturt, who took him by the collar, and expedited 
his departure by a kick; to the great astonishment 
of sundry Affghans at such indignity being offered 
to the servant of a sirdar. 

Snow again fell to-day. 

In a letter from Gen. Elphinstone to tlie En- 
voy to-day, he observes, that the force is not in 
a state to act in any way necessity might require ; 
but be hoped that it would bo better disposed to- 
morrow I ” 

20fft, — Taj jMabommed IQian came again to see 
Sturt; and through his servants wo got some 
new cheese. He told us that Shamsuddeen’s 
brother died last night. 

Taj jSIohommcd assures us of the intended 
treachery of Akbar ; and says the force will be 
annlliilatcil, and is most anxious that w-c should 
accept sxteh protection as he is willing to afford 
ns somewhere in the lulls until the rctxim of the 
English ; — for tliat a strong force will be sent to 
retake Cabul, and avenge the meditated dcstruc- 
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tioii of our army, is a general opinion amongst the 
thinking Aflghans, several of ■whom, as well as 
Taj ]\Iahommocl IQian, obtained -written testi- 
monials of their friendship towards the English, 
that they may hereafter jiroduce them for their 
advantage. We can only thank him for his good 
intentions. It is difficult to make tlicsc people 
understand our ideas on military subjects ; and 
how a proceeding, which was only intended to 
save a man’s life, conjointly with that of liis wife 
and mother, can in any way affect his honour. 
Certain it is that we have very little hope of 
saving our lives. 

The Envoy seems to fear trcachciy on the part 
of the cliiefs ; and cvidcntl}'’ wishes to break the 
treaty. If he does so, it must be by a shnulta- 
neous attack on the three forts we liave given ip 
to oiu' ‘tallies,” and also on j\Iahoinmcd Klian’s foil. 
It wordd, if successful, give us a decided advantage, 
and perhaps alarm many into siding with us ; l<ut 
the plan is too late a one. Sturt was appli^l to 
for a sketch of oj)erations, which he gaA'e, fo/‘ the 
attack on Mahommed Elian’s fort, fiii^-T^as of 
opinion we were too weak, and our men disjii- 
rited, to attempt it. On this subject W I'cceived 
a letter from the General, of wliich tm following 
is a copy : — / 
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“My dear Sturt, 

“ I do not know whether Thain has writ- 
ten to you the substance of a conversation I had 
this day with the Envoy. He tlxinks it possible 
Ave may be driven to hostilities, and asked, Avith 
the view to the recapture of the magazine (fort 
omitted), whether Ave had ladders, or the means of 
making them. I hope they Avill not di'ive us to 
this, although things look very ill and A^ery like 
treachery. 

“ Yours, 

“20th Dec.” “W.K. E.” 

The Envoy had a meeting with the allies this 
evening; he says they have not broken their 
treaty, but are fearful avc shall break ours. The 
mtiiefs rise daily in their demands ; and to-day re- 
oired that Ave should send the guns and anununi- 
Sion that Avere to be left at once into hlabmood 
naan’s fort. 

brof hey noAv will not give up TrcA'or ; because, as 
TEuA'oy Avishes to get Iiim back, they take it 
trcaclnnted he is a person of consequence. The 
annihilat the sword has made the same impression 
accept suiBrig. Shelton, whom the cliiefs haA c de- 
ns somewheth Captains Grant and ConoUy. Tre- 
English; — hem, and Dnimmond and Skinner are 
retake Cabul, a the city. 



CABUL. 


191 


gun on tlie lull, on the 23cl of last month, wc bad 
pursued to the gates of Cabul, they woidd never 
have made head against us again. They say they 
cannot understand Shelton’s conduct on the lull 
on that day ; and tlint, if our generals can do no 
more, the AlFghans have nothing to fearfrom them. 
Tiiis is uearl}’- verbatim what has been remarked 
before, but I am not attempting to sliiiie in round- 
ed periods ; but give every thing that occurs as it 
comes to my knowledge : and tliis was the saying 
of an Allghan gentleman, and also of several of the 
lower classes, Avho came both to-day and often, to 
see Sturt, to give him warnings, which, alas ! were 
by those in authority slighted. 

A general opinion prevails amongst the Aff- 
ghans that a force will be sent up against them ; 
and many persons are getting letters to prove who 
are om* friends. 

IMacgregor wi'ites that for reasons of the utmost 
consequence, it is impossible for Sale’s brigade to 
leave Jellalabad. Yesterday there was a gi-and 
discussion in the chiefs’ durbar. One party ob- 
jected to the departure of the English, urging that, 
coute qui coute, they should be lolled : the Ya- 
waub Zeman Shah Elian said, “ If that is yom* 
opinion, I shall go into cantonments ; after that, 
do as you will : for me, I will never lend myself 
to any act that is contrary to good faith.” Our 
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The troops sent fo the relief of Gliuzuec only 
got Uvo imrehes beyond Kbeht^'Ghilzh: tlielr 
further progress is snid to have been prevented, 
not only by the overpowering numbers of the 
enemy, but also by the snow, which rendered the 
passes impracticable ; they fell back upon Canda- 
har, leaving reinforcements in IChelat-i-Ghilzie. 

Orders were despatched yesterday to Ghuznec, 
for the surrender of that place The troops will’ 
have to march througli the Zoomiut country, and 
go down by Vcm Ismael lOjan. 

Thursday is at present said to be the day for 
our departure, 

21#/. — The hostages are decided on, — Aircy, 
Pottino-er, 'Warbnrton, and Conolly, who arc fo 
start immediately for the city. 

TJie Envoy jnet Osman IQian and Slahommcd 
Akbar IGian in conference. 

22d. — The waggons, .ammunition, &c,, given 
up fo our "allies.” 

Eady Afacnaghten’s carriage and horses given 
fo Mahommed Akbar IQian. 

The troops were kept under arms for two lioufs 
about notliing. Some cavalty’ horses were sent 
out fo be shot: the A%han3 wished to take them 
away, but the guarrl (37th) bayoneted one man, 
and shot another; on which they dispersed. 

The Aflgli.ans say, that if, when wc retook the 
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23 c?. — Hiimza Idian is a Gliilzyc cliicf, now in. 
Malimood Klian’s fort. lie was the governor of 
the Gliilzye country ; and^ when the insurrection 
broke out in the end of September at Bhoodkhalv, 
he was sent by the King to suppress it : instead 
of which he organised the rebel force. 

On the return of this chief to Cabul he was 
put in irons in prison, and was to have been sent 
to the fortress of Ghuznee] he obtained his re- 
lease when the insurrection of the 2d of Kovember 
took place. This said Humza Klian has protfered 
to the Envoy, for a large consideration, provisions, 
if we will hold out *, but his reputed bad character 
for faith renders him perhaps unsafe to deal with ; 
besides, it may be a mere ruse to ascertain whether 
we are sincere or not in regard to the treaty we 
have made. There are said to be 2000 men in 
j\Ialmiood Ehan’s fort at present. 

Our sick men were placed in doolies to-day, 
preparatory to then removal to Zeman Shah 
IQian’s house in the city ; but their departme was 
delayed. 

Some of our anmiunition Avaggons were taken 
away by the allies ; as also shrapnell and eight-inch 
shells. 

Capt. Skinner came in at eleven last night Avith 
two Atfghans ; one, I believe, was a half brother of 
Mahommed Akbar’s, by name Sultan Khaui At 

K 
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friends in tlie dty seem to think that this chief’s 
character is not understood by our chiefs in can- 
tonments. Zeman Shah Khan docs not wish our 
departure; but he fears his followers, and dares 
not openly say what he thinks. 

The Envoy, in taking the part of jSIahommed 
Akbar Khan, and in giving hun money, has given 
him the means of doing much harm. Before he 
received money from us ho had no power, and was 
not a person of any consequence; now he is in 
force, with the disadvantage of possessing a very 
had disposition; and until the Kawauh said, ^^if 
you put difficulties in their route to Jellalabad I 
shall go into cantonments,” he did cx^ry thing 
in his power to embarrass the council. At present, 
all appears coiihur de rose. 

It is said that yesterday !Maliommcd Akhar 
Khan went to Osman Klian’s house, and swore on 
the Koran that he would do whate\ er the Kawaub 
desired. This act they say decided every thing ; 
and it was settled that the troops should march on 
Tuesday tlie 4th, Osman lOian to go witli the army; 
he appears to be a gooil and an intelligent person. 
Tlie son of tbo Kawaub also goes, but he is not 
considered a shining character, though a good 
person. It is bcl\c^ ed that Shah Shoojah will ha\c 
a strong party after the English depart j but the 
Nawaub’s fiction treat this opinion with ridicule. 
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■■ The clearest, account ’wc have yet obtained was 
from Le Geyt, who accompanied the Envoy, It 
seems, when he arrived at the burnt bridge, the 
Envoy sent bade all liis escort except ten men. 

Brig. Shelton having expressed a wish to be 
present at the conference, and not having joined 
the . party, Ee Geyt was sent back to hasten his 
arrival. The Brigadier said he was occuijied, and 
could not go ; and when Le Geyt returned it was 
too late, and he met the .escort, who said that 
Lawrence and ]\Iackcnzie had ordered them back. 

]\Iany shots were fired, and some of them came 
into cantonments. , Le Geyt’s saces, who had been 
desh'cd to remain when Ms master returned to 
cantonments, now came up ; and reported that on 
the Envoy’s ai'rival he found the cMefs seated on 
a loonghce on the ground ; that he sat there with 
them and discoursed, whilst Trevor, Mackenzie^ 
and Lawrence remained on their horses; that 
after a time two sirdars came, and stood beliind 
the Envoy, who rose, as did Akbar Khan ; that 
the Ghazeeas came and cut in between them and 
the cantonments, and firing commenced ; that one 
of them drew Lawrence’s sword from his side ; 
that Akbar Khan took the Envoy by the hand, 
and led him, and all the gentlemen dismounted, 
towards the Yaghi fort; but it is generally be- 
lieved that they are all safe, but taken into the' 

K 2 
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one this' morning €bey returned to the city -on 
important "business. Moussa 33iaii -vras also sent 
into the city early tliis morning on some affiiic 
connected with negotiations. ■ r** 

, Tlie 54th, Shah’s 6th, and some guns arc' -or- 
dered for a secret service ; which the staff officer 
•who gave the order said was to attack Mahmood 
Khan’s fort, and from thence to bring away 
AmenooUah Khan, dead or alive. This force was 
ordered on an especial requisition of the Envoy’s: 
T was present at mid-day, when Gapt. Lawrence 
told Capt. Boyd that he was to purchase any 
quantity of grain and provision in his power, even 
to the extent of fifty days’ supplies ; and if it was 
not required, the loss would fall on the Government, 
should wc go away and leave it bcliind. Tliis con- 
versation took place just previous to the Envoy 
going out to meet Akbar Klian, on the plain be- 
tween the cantonments and the Siali Sung Hill, 

I Tcraarked tlmt Lawrence styled the cinefs 
rebels instead of allies ; which, coupled with the 
order to the commissariat officer to lay m pro- 
visions, looked very suspicious. 

About two o’clock \vc suddenly heard firing, and 
all went to the rear gate to see wJiat the matter 
was 5 "when I met l^Ir. Waller, who Informed me 
that the Envoy had been taken away by the 
chiefs. 
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iillowcd to go out again. Neither is egress per- 
mitted to any respcetnhle-loolcing AflTghan u'dio is 
in cantonments. Tlic jMccrakhor (one of the lios- 
tageSj and the general go-between in our negoti- 
ations) has promised to get a letter conveyed to 
Sir William in the morning and to obtain a 
I'cply: he says there arc too many Ghazccas 
about to attempt it to-night. 

The plain was at one time covered with people ; 
but the horsemen seemed wending np and down 
trying to qtiiet them, and they gradually dis- 
persed. 

Tlierc was a great crowd about a body, which 
tlie Affghans were seen to strip: it Avas evidently 
lliat of an European ; but, strange to say, no en- 
deavour Avas made to recover it, Avliich might 
casil}- have been done by sending out caA*nlry. 

A red flag, said to be Aracnooollah Khan’s, 
AA'cnt Avith about thirty men to reinforce the 
Rikabashecs fort; and subsequently a greater 
-number. 

The Magazine fort was croAvded AA-itli men. 

24^/«. — I rcccKed a note from EaAvrence, en- 
closing one from Conolly (Sir William’s nephew) 
•to Lady Macnaghten, and had the sad office 
•imposed on me of informing both her and Mrs. 
Trevor of their husbands’ assassination: over 
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city; however, great anxiety prevails regarding 
their fate, and that of Skinner, Conolly, and. 
Airey, who are in the city as hostages. 

The regiments were got under arms, the walla 
manned, &c. ; hut nothing was done. Grant declared 
ihat it was impossible to say whether it was 'll 
piece of treachery on the part of the chiefs, or 
friendship to save the party from an attack by the 
Ghazeeas. The only certain thing is, that onr 
chiefs are at a nonplus. 

The Affghans are greatly alarmed at a letter 
they have intercepted from Major Leech, political 
agent : this letter was of an old date, in which he 
tells the Envoy to hold out, that reinforcements 
arc coming from Candahar, and that by hook or 
by crook he will obtain other aid from Hindostan. 

There is also a nathc report, that four regi- 
ments arc between this and Jcllalahad, A co^id 
has come in from Maegregor ; where he has been 
detained we know not; but the letters he brought 
were of the I6th of No\ emher. There is a general 
opinion in cantonments tliat faith Ins been broken 
on both sides, and tint the Affghans ha\c made 
the cle\ crest chupao. 

Boyd has seven days’ pro\isions; and says the 
bazaar c.an furnish sc\cn more. 

Tlie bridge is taken up at the rear gate, and 
the camels that came in w ith grain lia\ c not been 
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iillowcd to go out again. IsTcitlicr is cgi’css jicr- 
mittcd to anj' rcspcctahlc-Iooktng Afiglian wlio is 
in cjuilonmcnts. The jMccinlihor (one of the hos- 
tagesj and the general go-between in our negoti- 
■ations) has promised to got a letter conveyed to 
Sir William in the morning and to obtain a 
reply: he says there are too many Ghazeeas 
abo\it to attempt it to-niglit. 

The plain was at one time co^’crcd with people ; 
but the horsemen seemed wending up and down 
trying to quiet them, and they gradually dis- 
persed. 

Tliere was a great crowd about a body, which 
the Aflghans were seen to strip: it was eAddently 
that of an European ; but, strange to say, no en- 
deavour was made to recover it, which might 
easily have been done by sending out cavalry. 

A red dag, said to be Amcnooollah Khan’s, 
went with about thirty men to reinforce the 
Kikabashecs fort; and subsequently a greater 
-number. 

The ]\Iagazinc fort was crowded with men. 

. 2m.— 1 received a note fi-om Eawrence, en- 
closing one from Conolly (Sir William’s nephew) 
■to Lady hlacnaghten, and had the sad office 
imposed on me of informing both her and ISIrs. 
Trevor of their husbands’ assassination ; over 
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fludi scenes I^draw a veil.’ It was a mok painful 
meeting to ns all, i ^ i 

Numerous reports* are current Tliat of to^ay 
is, that Sir 'William was taken to the* mty, and 
arraigned before "a tribunal there for want ' of 
faith ; and that Trevor suffered from the assiduity 
with which he executed the Envoy^s orders. AH 
reports agree, that both the Envoy^a and Trevor’s 
bodies are hanging in the public diouk: the 
Envoy’s decapitated and a mere trunk; the limbs 
having been carried in triumph about the city. 

A fallen man meets but little justice ; and re- 
ports are rife that the Envoy was guilty of douhlc- 
deaUng, treating with Ahbar Khan and AmcnooUah 
Khan at the same time. In justice to a dead 
man, it should be remembered that the only 
person supposed to know the object of the Envoy’s 
going out on the 23d was Skinner; ivho is now 
in the city. Sultan Elian was, I believe, the 
name of the person who came in with him, with n 
letter from Akbar Khan, on the night of tlio 22d. 
In that letter, which was read by a friend of mine, 
Akbar proposed that he should be made wuzeer to 
Shah Shoojali; he was to receive thirty lakhs of 
rupees, down, and four lakhs per annum: Our 
troops to remain eight montlis ; and tlicn only to 
go if the King wislicd them to do so. He uigcntly 
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vcquc?tccl (he Envoy (o come nnil (nlk it over 
•with him. 

We must hold in mind tha(, nlthongli wo liad 
]icrformcd .all promises made on ojjr *;ivcn 
up our wnggonp, ammnnitloiij forts, See., the 
treaty had never been sii^ned by (lie chiefs; nor 
had tliey fulfilled a single condition which had 
been specified verbally, beyond giving tis gmin in 
small quantities. The seqnitur is, that the Envoy 
was perfectly justified, ns far as keeping good faith 
went, in entering into any arrangement by which 
the condition of the trooj)S could be ameliorated 
and (he honour of our eountiy be insured. lie only 
erred in supposing it jjossible that jMcbar Khan, 
proverbially the most treacherous of all his conn- 
trT,-mcn, could be sincere. 

Tt was a part of Akbar Khan’s plan to have 
Amcnoollah Khan scir.cd and brought to canton- 
ments as a hostage. 

Tt was a most decided piece of treachery on the 
part of Alvbar. They were seated on a bank to- 
gether : Lawrence, a very spunky active man, 
felt as if somethin'^ was wrong; and when urged to 
sit, only knelt on one knee, that he might start 
up on occasion ; but Ins j)istol and sword were 
seized and his arms secured instantaneously, wliich 
rendered him powerless, and he was hurried away 
behind a chief on liorseback ; as was INIackenzic. 

K 4 
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' At tliat time Mahommed Akbar Khan liad seized 
the Envoy by his left •wrist, and Sultan Jan held 
liim by the right ; they dragged Mm down' "the 
bank, ho exclaiming, Az burai Kodar t” (For thii 
love of God I) At the moment he was laid hands 
on, Mackenzie, Trevor, and Lawrence were dis- 
armed, and forced away en croup behind different 
chiefs. They saw no more of the Envoy alive. 
Sultan Jan uttering an opprobrious epithet, call- 
ing Mm a dog, cut poor Trevor down, as did also 
JkfooUali IMoraind. Mackenzie would have shared 
the same fate had not hlahommed Shah Kliau, be- 
hind whom he rode, received the cut on his own 
arm, which went through his posthcen, La%Y- 
rencc’s life was saved by hard galloping : but he 
received some blows. This accoimt I had from 
the surviving principals in the tragedy; so it 
may be depended on as the true account. The 
body wo saw from the rear gate was that of the 
Envoy. 

A letter has this day been received, signed by 
several KoMstanccs, of no great consequence, 
setting forth that they do not care for either party ; 
that they can muster 400 men, and are ready for 
a handsome consideration to escort us down safe 
to JeWohvbadu Ko notlee was taken of this letter, 
hut the idea was laughed to scorn. 

The original treaty hetweeh Sir INTlHam and 
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■flic cliiefs lins been Pent in nmiln ; with three acldi- 
tlonnl clauses : — 

To leave all our treasure : 

To leave all our guns excepting six : 

To exchange the present hostages for all the 
married men and their families; and Gcneml 
Sale's name particularly mentioned. No doubt he 
Avas not forgotten by ^fahonuned Shah IGian the 
Ghiizyc, whom he defeated at .Tellalabad, and 500 
of whose followers were killed. 

General Elphinstone .raid ho might give the . 
officers as hostncrc.s; but that their wives andfimii- 
lies were not public property : and, unless the 
husbands consented, he could not send them. 

!Major Thain was accordingly sent round to ask 
all the mnn'icd officer.? if they would consent to 
their wives staying ; offering those who did so a 
salarj' of 2000 rupees a month. Lieut.. Eyre said 
if it was to be producti^'C of great good lie would 
stay with his wife and child. The others all re- 
fused to risk the safety of their families. Capt* 
Andex’son said he would rather put a pistol to liis 
■vafe’s head and shoot her; and Sturt, that his 
-wife and mother should only be taken at the point 
of the bayonet: for himself, he was ready to per- 
■form any duty imposed on him. 

, There certainly appears to have been a fatality 
•about the events of yesterday. I have mentioned 
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that Sir'WiIliain applied to Gen. Elpliinsf one For two 
re^ments and two guns for a secret service, which 
were in readiness, but never went out of canton- 
ments : had they done so, it is more than probable 
that the surprise never would have occurred. 
Added to this, with iiis usua^Yacillation, Geni E. 
wrote a note to the Envoy, which never reached 
him, as it arrived at his liouse after Ins departuroi 
and was not even opened at the time. In this 
note he stated that we were too weak to send two 
regiments out of cantonments ; particularly as the 
magazine fort was now garrisoned by 400 men in- 
stead of 40, the number the allies bad stipulated 
should be thrown into it : and that if two regi- 
ments and two guns were to go out, the safety 
of the cantonments would be endangered. Tlic 
Envoy had only ordered ten of his escort to at- 
tend him. Lawrence hid taken sixteen ; but a 
part of tlicsc returned of their own accord, feign- 
ing orders from Ijawrcnoc and hlackcnzic. They 
probably liad some knowledge of wliat was in con- 
templation; for tberc can be no doubt that the 
Envoy was surrounded by spies and traitors. Per- 
eian notes, tliat Iiavc arrived, liavo on diflcrcnt occa- 
sions been offered for perusal by liis cluipmssies— • 
who were unable to read themselves, and anxious 
to know the contents — to Capt.Trcvor’s elder Ixiys, 
who could read the characters ; but they, imagining 
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it was pure curiosity, and having no turn of a diplo- 
matic description, refused to read them; and the 
notes wereprohahly tahen to others who did so, and 
made had use of what intelligence they contained. 

As it appears extremely uncertain wJicther we 
shall get on with the treaty or not, we are busy 
making up hammocks to curry the sick. Tlicy arc 
making up in Sturt’s compound; so light that Iavo 
men cjin carry a heavy nnui in one easily. 

Reports arc assiduously spread that the Envoy’s 
and Trevor’s deaths were the act of the Ghazccas ; 
and that Mahommed Akbar Khan gi-eatly regrets 
all that has 2 )asscd. 

25th. — A dismal Christmas-day, and our situ- 
ation far from cheering. A letter brought in from 
Conolly to say, that the Kawaub Zcinan JGian had 
interested himself greatly in the cause ; and had 
procured the two bodies to l)o stolen, and that 
they hoped to be able to send them in at night. 
Trevor’s had not been mutilated. It appeal's pro- 
bable that the Envoy’s death was not contemplated. 
Akbar inshed to seize him, in hopes, by nialdng 
liim a hostage, to obtain better tenns : but he is a 
man of violent passions ; and, being thwarted, the 
natm'al ferocitj’' of his disposition was eidnced. 

At night there was some firing, and the bugles 
sounded : all ivent to their respective posts, but 
■the party of about 200 Afighans went away. 

K 6 
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There -was evidently great commotion in the cltj’" 
at the same time. ’ e f 

A cossid came in from JcUalabad; hut no ncvfi 
later than the 7 th. 

26 tA. — The bodies vrere not sent in. The city 
is in great excitement ; the Affghans fearing wc 
ahall not make the treaty good and force our -way 
down. 

It seems that the original treaty insured to the 
chiefs thirteen lahlis of rupees ; and they insist on 
having it paid ; not, as \Ya3 stipulated, on our safe 
arrival at Peshawer, but to be given now in bills 
on Government, which there are people here who 
will cash for them on the spot. "Wo are to be 
allowed to keep six j aboo loads of treasure j and 
aU the rest is to be given to them before wc go ; 
or else the chiefs fear they wUl not get it, as their 
people would loot it all. 

However, we are informed tliat the chiefs do 
not mean to keep faith ; and that it is their in- 
tention to got all our women into their pos'^cssion; 
nnd to kill every man except one, who is to have 
Ins hands and legs cut otT, and is to be placed 
with a letter in terrorem at the entrance of the 
Khybcr passes, to deter allFcringhccs from en- 
tering the country again. A Persian note, without 
signature or addres**, was brought by a common- 
looking man to the oflicer on duty at the rear 
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■gate; giving information that the cjmtonmcnts are 
to he attacked to-niglit. 'SYc have also information 
that the road to Jcllalabad is clear ; as tlic Gliilzyes 
are all come into Cahul to exterminate us and loot 
the cantonments. 

The chiefs wish to force us to go down by 
another route, where our people pny we arc sure 
to be opposed. ■ 

Letters received from Caj)!. iMackesoUj P.A. at 
Peshawer, state that the advance with aimnunition 
had reached Peshawer, and the IGth Lancers, the 
9th, and .31st, were close behind: it is, however, 
-impossible that they can arrive here in time to 
save us from cither a disgraceful treaty, or a dis- 
asfa-ous retreat. 

' 27th. — The Council — Elphinstone, Shelton, 
Anquetil, and Chambei'S, with hlajor Pottinger — 
have ratified the treaty. No one but themselves 
exactly knows what this same treaty is ; further 
than that it is most disgraceful I 14-} lakhs 
to be given for our safe conduct to Peshawer; 
aU our guns to be given up save six; and six 
hostages to be given on our par*t ; and when they 
are sent Lawrence and hlackenzle are to return. 

’ 28th, — Lawrence has come in, looking haggard 

and ten years older from anxiety. It appears tliat 
the Envoy, when Mahommed Akbar Klian took 
-hold of him, grappled with liim and tlnew him on 
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the ground, Ahbar fired his pistol at him, 'and 
irounded him ; and afterTrards he was cut to pieced 

There has been great excitement in the city.' 
JKhan ShereenKhan refused to attend the Durbar; 
and Akbar’s conduct has been generally condemned 
by the chiefs. - ' 

Naib Shureef paid for the interment of Sir A, 
Bumes’s body ; but it was never buried ; and part 
of it, cut into many pieces, is still hanging on the 
trees in his garden. 

The Envoy’s head is kept in a bhoossa hag in 
the chouk: and Akbar says he will send it to 
Bokhara; to show to the king there how he lia$ 
seized the Fcringhccs here, and what he means to 
do to them. 

Our guns are brought down to the gate, to be 
ready for the Afl^Iians to carry off to-morrow. 

Conoby, Airy, and Skinner are in the city; 
and ^Varburton, "Walsh, and Webb have been 
sent as the other tiuree hostages, to make up the 
number, although the treaty is not yet signed 
by the cliiefs. Tlicre is much doubt whether 
Mackenzie will be given up to us. 

It ^vn8 reported that the hlccr Wallee of 
IQioolloom was expected with reinforcements to 
Akbar to-day; but we Imc not heard whether he 
iias arrived or not. 

Many routes liavc been named for our dou-n- 
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Will'd inarcli this morning. liTc were to go hy 
Zoormut; but I believe we still go by Jcllala- 
bad. 

iVincnoollah Kliaii is now represented as onr 
best friend anioncrst the chiefs. 

• Ti^lct]ler we go ])y treaty or not, I fear but 
few of us will live to reach the provinces. 

Althongli there is plenty of carriage for the 
side, it is to-day decided tluit they iire to be 
left bcliind ; and the incdicid men drew lots who * 
were to stay; they fell upon Primrose of the 
44th, and Campbell of the Comjwny’s service; 
the former exchanged with Dr. Berwick, the late 
Envoy’s medical statf, who, with jMr. Camiibcll of 
the 54th, arc to go to the city with the sick 
men. 

Snow all day. 

29i/i. — ]\Iackenzic and Skinner came in, in 
handsome dresses presented to them by j\Iahommed 
AJcbar IDian, who professed to them he had no 
hand in the Envoy’s death ; and, to prove liis sin- 
cerity, wept for two hours. 

Brig, Shelton has again bad recourse to ]\fa- 
hommed Akbar ; and has obtained carriage from 
him. 

It is said it was the Envoy’s intention to have 
superseded Gen. Elphinstone, had Gen. Nott 
arrived: but no such measure would have been 
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requisite, as tKe General liad sumiDoncd iKolfc to 
-take the command, and had, in fact, given it O'ser 
to him from the Ist of Kovemher *. so that it is a 
‘point to speculate upon as to Tvho is our militaiy 
chief; and whether, under existing circumstances, 
Gen. Elphinatone is empowered to treat with the 
chiefs regarding the troops. 

To give an instance of the strange way in 
■which matters are conducted here : Seig. PeaUc 
came and repotted to Sturt that he had received 
orders to slope the banks of the canal, &c., without 
any reference to Sturt; who, of course, ordered his 
sergeants not to undertake any work without his 
ordcTB. Sloping these hanks would facilitate the 
passage of the enemy; who otherwise must cross 
the canal at the usual spots, citlier the ford or 
bridge. 

Our sick sent to the city. 

Snow all day. 

30M. — 500 Gliazecas made a nish at the rear 
gate ; and only desisted on finding tlic port-fire 
ready, which would have sent grape in .nnioogst 
them. In revenge, they tore U}) the small bridge 
over the canoL 

iMore of our guns were sent to the cljiefs,.wlio 
now dictate to us, delaying our dciiarturc, which 
is to be postponed according to their pleasure. 

More sick men sent to the city to-day. As the 
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cnmcls and doolies that conveyed them thciB Ve- 

* 

turned, flicyvcrc attacked and plundered ,* tlicnicn 
were stripped, and liad to run for their lives with- 
out any clothing, their black bodies conspicuous 
as they ran OA'cr the snow. The doolies and 
camels were all carried olf. One of the hostages 
has written to me, dated midnight, of the 29th, 
and tells me that the}' arc all well in the city, and 
that, from the nppcnrnncc of affaii's, we shall most 
likely go down unmolested: that the NaAvaub 
Zeinan Khan is very kind ; and he or one of his 
sons is with them nearly all day : the room they 
inhabit is eighteen feet by ten, and all the hostages 
arc together : it is very uncomfortable, being tlius 
confined ; this, hoAvcvei', must be the ease for some 
time : even the court-yard beloAV is not free from 
vagabonds. The night the Envoy was killed the 
Ghazeeas rushed CA'cn up to the door, detennined 
on Conolly’s and Airy’s dc.ath ; and it Avas difficult 
to get rid of them. The poor Envoy’s hand Avas 
lield up to the AA'indow, to show it to Conollyl 
Ameenoollah Khan seems " to be Avell pleased. 
The King Av'cnt to them the night the letter aa'US 
AA*ritten, and took his musicians AA'ith liim, who 
played and sang till elcA'cn o’clock : he is repre- 
sented as a most fatherly old gentleman. ‘ This 
alludes to Zeman Shah Khan, and not to Shah 
:Shoojah. 
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They have Bent an' agent to Sturt to say ^hat, if 
\fe -wish it, they wiU bring the chiefs of Kardumli 
into cantonments, with four others, as hostages; 
that we need not give them any money now, they 
Imow that we have none, and are content with our 
promisa They wish us to remain quiet. They 
will ^vc us provisions ; and attack and fire Cabul 
within three days. They will also go down and 
bring up reinforcements for us from JcUalahad* 
They assure us that the chiefs arc false, and mean 
to attack us on the road. All this was repre- 
sented to our chiefs by Sturt, The reply he 
received was, “It was better to keep the matter 
quiet ; as in the present state of things it might, it 
known, cause excitement.” 

Sliali Shoojah is said to have a strong party : 
and all tlie roads leading to the Bala Ilissar are 
watdicd, to prevent persons joining him ; though 
Nooreddin has succeeded in doing so, with twenty 
followers. 

The 40,000 rupees given by us to the chiefs, to 
raise 2000 men, at twenty rupees caclt, to protect 
US to Jellalabad, have not succeeded. They have 
kept the money, of courto ; hnt say they cannot get 
men to go at this season ; and even if they could, 
the chiefs cannot afford to weaken their party by 
Bending their followers away. 

The tlicnuomctcr. to-day at sunrise was liclow 
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Kcro ; in tlic sitting rooni, ^Yl{ll un cnonnoiis 
blazing fire, ni nooii, 40°. Xcstcrclay, ■with the 
same good fire, at 9 A.:\r., 11°. 

Anotlior excellent project of IMajor Pottingcr’s. 
Among 0111 * various vacillatory measures, there 
is a 2 :ain a thoun-lit, now that the lime for action 
is long past, to force our way into the Bala His- 
sar : but how arc avc to get our anummition in ? 
Erect a battery on the Siah Sung Hill (of course 
to be the Avork of fairies during the night), tire 
our shot from cantonments into tJie batterj*, 
where of course guardian sylphs would 2 )rotcct 
the lives of our men, who Avcrc quickly to pick 
them up, and send them on, in like manner, into 
the Bala Ilissar ! Ho ai’rangcment made for 
transporting the powder. The talc was told from 
Avherc the conversation had taken place — at the 
General’s. The narrator Avas Capt. BellcAA^ Both 
Sturt and I taxed him AAutli joking; but lie 
assured us it Avas all true, and only another of the 
many sti-ange events constantly ocenrring. Then- 
ensued a long paidey and military discussion on 
the point, its feasibility, and its liaAong been tried 
in some peninsular Avarfai’e. But I neA'cr could 
get Bellew to explain how our men’s liA'es in the 
battery Avere to be saved. 

4ih. — I heard from Sale, dated 19th December. 
He' acknowledged the receipt of my note, giving 

L 
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an account of opemtions up to tlie 9tli in’^tant 
He waa doubly anxious relative to our situation, 
from having’ heard only the day before that the 
Kandalmr tnx)p3 ’were near u**, and all thfe co''<»uls 
telling tlio«c at Jellalabad that ure had plenty of 
provisions, and he still tnists in God that the 
Ivandahar force may amie in time to sa^c us, 
and prevent tlie necC'-sity of terms di^igraccfnl to 
our reputation in India He informs me of the 
arrival of the adN'nnccd guard of our cavalry at 
Peshawer 'with ammunition, and that the 3d 
Bulls and 9tli Boot had marched, uith altogether 
SIX regiments of I , and some artillciy, sap- 
per«, and engineer officers The news from 
Cabnl had not then had any effect on the chiefs 
about Jellalabad, 'll hose followers arc dailj dimi- 
mdiing Our troops were, nci crthcloss Jis hard 
at uorh ns cicr, making the place as “Strong as 
possible At that time !Mackcson had not «cnt 
them any monej , of winch they were m great 
want, not Imang a rupee to guc to the troops, 
and three months’ pay nearly due Bvtracts from 
my letter had been sent to Government and to the 
Commandcr-m Chief Tlie onginal h^«^ been rent 
to mj eon-in-1 iw, Capt Bund , ns Sale writer me 
that no other person gii cs them anj idea of our 
real position at Cabnl 

The Affghans still tell us u c arc doomed , and 
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%vnvn us to he partlculnvly cautious of our safety iu 
going out of cuntouiucnls. ’’J aj !Mahonunc(l says 
that !Mr?. Sturt and I must wear nccmchccs over 
our liahits — common leather ones — and turhans, 
and ride mixed in with the suwars ; not to go in 
palkces or keep near the other Indies, as they 
arc very likely to he attacked. 

The chiefs lu-c to come in to-morrow to take 
charjrc of cantonments before we leave them. oSTa- 
wauh Zeman Shah Khan h also to come in to .‘'cc 
the General. 

Orders for the first Iniiilc at G, the second at 7. 
Sturt inquired if he was to make the breach, and, 
Avhen made, who were to guard it. See. : to which 
the following is the reply : — 

“ M}- dear Sturt, 

it is ns well as before, the General 
thinks you need not turn out the sappers. The 
Brigadier says you arc the best judge as to whe- 
ther it is defensible or not. 

Yours tndy, 

4th Jan. 7 p.M. "Wsr. TnAiN. 

"The General wants to know if the planks which 
were sent have been rcmo^'cd. The troops are 
not to turn out at 6 in the morning as ordered, but 
wait till further orders. 


T.” 
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an account of operations up to tlic 9tli instant. 
He TToa dotiWy anxious relative to our situation, 
from having licard only the day before that the 
Kandaliar troops 'were near us, and all the cossids 
telling those at Jellalabad that 'vve had plenty of 
provisions; and he still tnists in God that the 
Kandaliar force may arrive in time to sa>e us; 
and prevent the necessity of terms disgraceful to 
OUT reputation in India. He informs me of tlie 
arrival of the advanced guard of our caTOlry at 
Peshavrer vrith ammunition; and tliat the 3d 
Buffs and 9th Foot had marched ; uith nltogctlicr 
six regiments of N. I., and some artillery, sap- 
pers, and engineer officers* The news from 
Cahill had not then liad any effect on the cliicfs 
about Jellalabad, whose followers arc daily dimi- 
uisliing. Our troops were, nevertheless, as hanl 
nt worlv as ever, maldng tlic place as strong ns 
possible. At that time Mackeson had not sent 
them any money ; of which they were in great 
want, not Iiaving a rupee to give to the troojis, 
and three months’ pay ncarl)' due, E-xtracts from 
my letter had been sent to Goveniment and to the 
Commandcr»in«Ciitcf. Tlic original has been sent 
to my son-in-law, Capt. Bund; ns Sale writes me 
that no other person gives them any idea of our 
real position at Cabul. 

Tiic Affghnns etill tcU us wc arc doomed ; and 
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waVn UP to he particularly cautioiis of our pafet}’ in 
going out of cnntonnu'ulp. 'Pnj !Mahonnnccl pays 
that i\rrp. .Sturt and I niupt wear nconichcc.s over 
our hahita — common leather ones — and turhans, 
and ride mixed in with the suwara; not. to go in 
palkccs or keej) near the other ladies, as they 
arc very likely to he attacked. 

The chiefs arc to come in t<i-morroNV to take 
charge of cantonments het'ore we leave them. X:i- 
wauh Zeman .Shah Khan is also to come in to sec 
the Genend. 

Orders for the first huglc at G, the second at. 7. 
Sturt inquired if he was to make the breach, and, 
when made, who were to guard it, See. : to which 
the following is the rejdy : — 

iVIy dear .Sturt, 

“If it is as well as before, the Gcnenal 
thinks you need not turn out the Fa])pcrs. The 
llrigadicr says you arc the best judge as to whe- 
ther it is defensible or not. 

“ Tours truly, 

“41h Jan. 7 r.M. “Wsr. TnAiN. 

“The General wants to know if the planks which 
were sent have been removed. The troops arc 
not to turn out at 6 in the morning as ordered, but 
wait till further orders. 

“IT. T.” 
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January 6tlu — Sturt employed in making tlie 
breacli. The cMcfs say ;Ye shall go to*morrow. 
Orders out for 7 and 8 o’clock. 

Shah Shoojah has scut a message to ask if not 
even one officer of his force will stand by liiin. 
This message was, I know, delivered by Sturt 
himself to several ; hut circumstances admitted not 
of their further adherence. Indeed it is more than 
doubtful that the King was at the bottom of the 
insurrection, never dreaming that it ivould go so 
far. 
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THE RETREAT FROM CABUL, 


Thursday^ ^tli January, 1842. — We marched 
from Cabul. The advanced guard consisted of 
the 44th Queen’s, 4th Irregular Horse, and Skin- 
ner’s Horse, two H. A. six-pounder guns, Sappers 
and Miners, Mountain Train, and the late Envoy’s 
escort. The main body included the 5th and 
37th IST. I. ; the latter in charge of treasure ; An- 
derson’s Horse, the Shah’s 6th Hegiment, two H. A. 
six-pounder guns. The rear guard was composed 
of the 54th JST. I., 5th Cavalry, and two six-pounder 
H. A. guns. The force consisted of about 4500 
fighting men, and 12,000 followers. 

The troops left cantonments both by the rear 
gate and the breach to the right of it, which had 
been made yesterday by throwing down part of 
the rampart to form a bridge over the ditch. All 
was confusion from before daylight. The day 
was clear and frosty; the snow nearly a foot deep 
on the ground ; the thermometer considerably 
below freezing point. 

By eight o’clock a great part of the baggage 
was outside the cantonments. It was fully ex- 

L 3 
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peeled tliat vre ■would have to fight out -way out 
of them, although terms had been entered into* 
■with the Sirdar for our eafe escort. Bills 'wero 
granted on India for fourteen and a half lahlis of 
rupees, by the political authority (IMajor Pottinr 
ger) to the Cabul Shroffs, to be paid to the fol' 
lowing Sirdars, who were, on their part, to protect 
the force as far as Peshavrer ; — 

Mahommed Zeman Shah Ivlian, three lakhs : 
Amen OoUah Klian, six lakhs t 
Khan Shircen Khan, head of the Kuzzilbasljcs, 
two lakhs : ’ 

hlahommed Akhar Khan, one lakh ; 

Osman Khan, two lakhs ; 

The Ghilayc chiefs, Irnlf a lakh. 

'We started at about half-past nine a. m. Tlic 
advance party were not molested*, there might 
have been 50 or 100 AflTghans collected about the 
gateway to witness our departure. The ladies, 
collccti\cly speaking, were placed with the ad- 
vance, under t!ic charge of the escort ; but Jfrs, 
Sturt and I rode up to Capt. Hay, and miked 
ourselves with his troopers, ^ 

Tiie progress was very slow ; for the first mile 
was not accomplished under two and a half iiours. 
Tlierc tvns only one small bridge o>crthc Kitllab, 
■wbich is eight feet broad, but deep, situated 
about fifty yarxls from cantonments. 
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Great stress liad been laid on the necessity of a 
bridge over the Cabul river, about half a mile 
■from cantonments. In vain had Sturt represented 
over and over again, that as the river was per- 
fectly fordable, it was a labour of time and in- 
utility : with snow a foot deep, the men must get 
their feet wet. However, as usual, every sensible 
proposition was overruled; and Sturt was sent 
long before daylight to make the bridge with gun 
carriages. They could not be 23laced over-night, 
as the Affghans would have carried them off: he 
had therefore to work for hom*s up to his hips 
in water, with the comfortable assurance that, 
-when his unjjrofitable task was finished, he could 
not hope for dry clothes until the end of the 
march; and immediately on quitting the water they 
were all frozen stiff. I do not mention this as an 
•individual grievance, but to show the inclemency 
of the weather, and the general misery sustained. 

The bullocks had great difficulty in di'agging 
these gun carriages through the snow, and when 
the bridge was made it was j)roved to be an 
unnecessary expense of time and labour. The 
baggage might have forded the river with great 
ease, a little above the bridge, where it was not 
deep. Mrs. Sturt and I rode with the hoi'semen 
through the river, in preference to attempting 
the rattling bridge of planks laid across the gun 

L 4 
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carriages: but the camp followers detcrminetl 
not to go tbrougb tbe water, and jostled for their 
turns to go over the bridge. This delay was the 
ori^n of the day’s misfortune, which involved 
the loss of nearly all the baggage, and the greater 
part of the commissariat stores. 

The troops had been on half rations during the 
whole of the siege : they consisted of half a seer 
of wheat per diem, with molted ghee or dhal, for 
fighting men ; and for camp followers, for some 
time, of a quarter of a seer of ivheat or barley. Our 
cattle, public and private, had long subsisted on 
the twigs and bark of the trees. From the com- 
mencement of negotiations with the chiefs, otta, 
barley, and bboosa were brought in in consi- 
derable quantities; the former selling at from 
two to four seers per rupee, and the latter from 
seven to ten ; b\it ncitlicr ourselves nor our ser- 
vants benefited by this arrangement ; it came to 
the commissariat for the troops. Tlic jioorcr 
camp followers had latterly subsisted on such 
animals (ctimels, ponies, See.) ns liad die<l from 
starvation. The men had sufiered much from 
over work and bad feeding, also from want of 
firing; for when all the wood in store was ex- 
pended, the chiefs objected to our cutting down 
any more of the fruit trees; anil their wishes 
were complied with. 'Wood, bolli public and 
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private^ was stolen: when ours was gone, we 
broke up boxes, chests of drawers, &c. ; and our 
last dinner and brealcfast at Cabul were cooked 
with the wood of a mahogany dining table. 

When the advance had proceeded about a mile, 
an order Avas brought for a return to canton- 
ments, as Mahommed Zeman Shah Khan had 
written to say the chiefs were not ready; but 
shortly afterAvards a counter order ari’ived to 
proceed without loss of time. 

When the rear guard left cantonments, they 
were fired upon from the cantonment then filled 
with Afighans. The servants, Avho Avere jiot con- 
cerned in the plunder, all thrcAA^ away their loads, 
and ran oiF. Private baggage, commissariat, and 
ammunition wei'e nearly annihilated at one fell 
SAvoop, The whole road Avas covered Avith men, 
Avomen, and children, lying down in the snoAV 
to die. 

The only baggage Ave saved Avas Mrs. Sturt’s 
bedding, on which the ayah rode ; and keeping 
her close to us, it Avas saved. 

The Mission Compound Avas first vaeated : and 
when the force from thence came into canton- 
mepts in order to pass thi’ough them, it Avas 
immediately filled Avith Afighans ; Avho, in like 
manner, occupied the cantonments as our troops 
Avent out. 

L 5 
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It vraa the General’s original Intention to halt 
at Begramce, close to the Loghur river, and abonl 
five miles from Cabul (reiterated was the advice of 
our Affghan friends — alas, how little heeded! — 
to push on at all risks tlvrongh the IGioord Cabul 
the first day) : but the whole country being 
a swamp encrusted with ice, we went on about'a 
mile further, and halted at about 4 p. m. There 
were no tents, save two or tlwee small palls that 
arrived. All scraped away the snow as best they 
might, to make a place to lie down on. The 
cvemng and night were intensely cold; no food 
for man or beast procurable, except a few hand- 
fuls of bhoosa, for which wc paid from five to 
ten rupees. Captain Jolmson, in our great dis- 
tress, kindly pitched a small pall over ns : but it 
\nis dark, and vre had feu’ jMJgs ; the wind blew in 
under the sides, and I felt myself gradually stif- 
fening. I left the hcddlng, which was occupied 
by IMrs. Sturt and her husband, and doubled uji 
niy legs in a straw clialr of .Tohnson’s, covering 
myself with my poditccn. Jin Jlein and the 
ayah fully occupied tlic remainder of the space. 
IVc only went in all six miles, and had to abandon 
two 11. A. gims on the road: wc were also much 
delayed by the bullocks that dragged the plank*, 
in case the Loghur bridge should have liccri 
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tlcstroyed. AYc luicl, liowcvcr, positive information 
that it wiis all right ; and so it proved. 

Previous to leaving cantonments, ns we must 
abandon most of our properly, Sturt was anxious 
to save a few of his most valuable l)ooks, and to 
try the experiment of sending them to a friend in 
the city. AYliilst he selected these, I found, 
amongst the ones thrown aside, Campbell’s Poems, 
which opened at Hohenlindcn; and, strange to say, 
one vci'se actually haunted me day and niglit; — 

“ Few, few Ehnll part wlierc niaiiy meet, 

Tlie snow shall be their winding sheet,* 

And every turf beneath their feet 
Shall be a soldier’s sepnlehre.” 

I am far from being a believer in presentiments ; 
but this verse is never absent from my thoughts. 
Heaven forbid that our fears should be realized ! 
but we have commenced our retreat so badly, that 
we may reasonably have our doubts regarding the 
finale. Hearly all Hopkins’s corps, the Shah’s 
6th, deserted from this place; as also the Shah's 
sappers and miners, 250 in number. 

AYe afterwards heard that 400 of Hopldns’s 
men went back to Cabul the next day. 

1th. — Yesterda 3 ’’’s rear-guard did not get up to 
our bivouac till two tliis morning, as thei'e was 
no attempt to form any Imes. As stragglers came 
up we heard them shouting out, to know where 
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their corps irere , ind the genenl ropl}, — that no 
one knew any thing about it 

During Inst night, or mther ton ards the morn- 
ing, there \ra3 an alarm. Had it proved the 
cnemj, we were perfectly dcfcncelc s, fortunntdj 
it was only camp follower^, &c 

At daj light no found «!C\cml men frozen to 
death, amongst whom was Sir Conductor i^Iac- 
gregor 

The reason the rear-guard were "o late was 
that they did not Icaic cantonments till 8un«ct 
PrcMous to their quitting them the AfTghans Iwd 
entered, and set fire to all the public and pniatc 
buddings, after plundering them of their content** 
The whole of onr laluahlc magazine was looted 
by the mob , and they burned the gun carriages 
to procure the iron Some fighting tool place 
between the Vfiglnns and our Sij>ahce>, About 
fifty of tlic 54tli were kdled and w ounded , aiul 
Comet Ilartljman, of tbc 5t!i Ca\alr^, killed 
A great deal of baggage ami pubhc projicrt} 
was abandoned in cantonnicnts, or lo-*t on the 
road, amongst % Inch were two HofC VrtiUciy 
six-poundcrs, as before mentioned 

The ofiicers of the rear gu ml report that the 
road li stren n w ith baggage , and tli it nuiuWrs of 
men, women, and tlnldrcn, arc left on the roatl-^ulc 
to jicrislu Captain Iloyls ofltce accounts to the 
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anioiuit of several lakhs of rupees, have heen 
lost. 

Two or three small tents cjimc up to-day. 

The men Avcrc half-frozen ; having bivouacked 
all night in the snow, Avilhout a parliclc of food 
or bedding, or wood to light a tire. 

At half-past seven the advance-guard moved 
of!' — no order was given — no bugle sounded. 
It had much difficulty in forcing its way ahead of 
the baggage and camp followers: all of Avhom had 
proceeded in advance as soon as it Avas light. 
Amongst, them there Avcrc many Sipahees; and 
discipline Avas clcarl}'- at an end. If asked Avhy 
they Averc not Avilh their corps, one had a lame 
foot, another could not find his regiment, another 
had lost his nmsket : any excuse to run off. 

The Avholc of Avhat little baggage Avas left, Avas 
not off the ground ere the enemy appeared, and 
plundered all they could lay their hands on. 

As the mountain train, consisting of three 
three-pounders dragged by yaboos and mules, 
Avas passing a small fort close to our back-gi'ound, 
a party of Affghans sallied out, and captured the 
whole. Scarcely any resistance Avas offered on 
the part of our troops, and the saces immediately 
absconded. Brig. Amiuetil and Lieut. Green 
rallied the men, and retook the guns ; but Avere 
obliged to abandon them, as the 44th, Avhose duty 
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it -was to guard tlicm, very precipitately made 
themselves scarce t but this Avas not done until 
Anquetil and Green had spiked them witli their 
own hands, amid the gleaming sabres of the 
enemy. 

As the troops advanced on their road, tlic 
enemy Increased considerably on both flanks 5 and 
greatly annoyed the centre and rear. 

It was the General’s intention to proceed 
through the lOioord Cabul pass to Khoord Cabul; 
and as it was not abo\ c one P. ai. n hen the ad- 
\ancc arrived at Bhoodklnk, ha\’ing only come 
five miles, it u as with dismay we heard the order 
to halt. 

We left Cabul with fi\c and a half dajs’ ra- 
tions to take 113 to Jcllalabad, and no forage for 
cattle, nor hope of procuring nn_) on the road. By 
thc-'C unncccs'^ary halts ue diminidicd our pro- 
aisions; and Iming no co\cr for officers or men, 
they arc perfectly paral) ?cd with tlic cold. Tlie 
Enow was more than a foot dec|i. Here, again, did 
etil connscl bc'^ct the General: liis principil 
officers and Btaff objecting to a further aiUancc} 
and Capt. Gnvnt, in uhom lie had inucli confi* 
donee, assured him tkat if he jirocccdcd lie ri«kc<l 
the safety of the ann> t 

On our arrival at Bhoodhlnk, the cacinv had 
acrj greatly increased around our jio'aitum; and 
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%vc heard that !Maliomnicd Ahbar KJian was Avitli 
them. Scarcely anj’’ baggage of either officers or 
men now remained. In a veiy sm.nll pall of Jolm- 
son’s we slept nine, tdl touching ciich other. 

IVc were also indebted to J ohnson and Troup 
for food. They liad a few Cabal cakes and some 
tca^ which they kindly shared with ns. 

During tliis short inarch we were obliged to 
spike and abandon two otlicr six-pounders, the 
horses not haviiiff strene-th sufficient to dra}? them 

o o o 

on. IVc have only two horse artillery guns left, 
with scarcely any ammunition. 

Again no ground was marked out for the troojis. 
Tlircc fourtlis of the Sipahccs arc mixed up with 
the camp followers, and know not where to find 
the head-quarters of their corps. 

Snow still lies a foot deep on the ground. No 
food. for man or beast; and even water from the 
river close at hand difficult to obtain, as our people 
were fired on in fetchinG; it. 

Numbei's of unfortunates have dropped, be- 
numbed with cold, to be massacred by the enemy : 
yet, so bigoted are our rulers, that we are still 
told that the Sirdars ai’C faithful, that ]\Iahommed 
Akbar Ivhan is our friend ! ! ! &c. &c. &c. ; and 
the reason they wish us to delay is, that they may 
send their troops to clear the jiasses for us ! That 
they, will send them there can be no doubt; for 
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every thing is occurring just us wus foretold to iis 
before we set out. * • 

Bctrreen Bcgramee and Blioodkhuk, a 'body 
of the enemy’s horse charged down into the 
column (immediately after the 5th and 37th 
had passed); and succeeded in carrjdng off on 
immense quantity of baggage and a number 
of camels, without experiencing the least resist- 
ance. 

Sth . — At sunrise no order had been issued for 
tlic march, and the confusion was fearful. The 
force was perfectly disorganised, nearly every man 
paralysed with cold, so as to be scarcely able to 
hold his musket or move. ^lany frozen cor|)Scs 
lay on the ground. The Sipahecs burnt their 
caps, accoutrements, and clothes to keep them- 
selves wann. Some of the enemy appearing in 
rear of our position, the whole of the camp follow- 
ers rushed to the front ; c\ cry nran, woman, and 
child, seizing all the «ittlc that felt in their way, 
whether public or private. The ground was strewn 
with boxes of ammunition, plate, and property of 
various kinds, A cask of spirits on the ground wa.*' 
broaciictl by the artillerymen, and, no doubt, by 
other European". Had the whole Won dtstrilmfrd 
fairly to the men, It wovdd ha\c done them gowl: 
n« it wa", they hccame too rturch oxcitc<l. 

Tire cnenry soon osscmhled Jn great number*. 
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Had they made a dasli at us, ^Ye could have 
offered iio resistance, and all would have been 
massacred. 

jHtcr very great exertions on the part of com- 
manding officers, portions of their corps were got 
together. Tlic 44 ih, headed bj'- j\Iajor Thain, 
drove the enemy off to a short distance, and took 
up a position on a commanding liciglit. The 
cjivahy Avere also employed. Bullets kept whiz- 
zing by us, as avc sat on our horses, for hours. 
Tiie artillerymen Avere noAV full)’ prmed, by IiaA’- 
ing liad some brandy given them from the 
54th*s mess stores, Avhich Avcrc being distributed 
to any one Avho Avould take them. They mounted 
their horses ; and, Avith the best feeling in the 
Avoi’ld, declared that they Averc ashamed at our 
inactiA’ity, and voAved they Avould charge the 
enemy. Capt. Nicholl, their immediate com- 
mandant, came up ; abused them as drunkards, and 
talked of punishment : not the Avay, under such 
circumstances, to quiet tipsy men. They turned 
to Sturt shortly after their oavu officer had left 
them, having slioAvered curses and abuse on them, 
which had irritated them dreadfully. Stm’t told 
them they Avere fine fellows, and had ever proved 
themselves such during the siege ,* but that their 
lives Avere too valuable to be risked at such a 
moment: but, if need Avere, and their seindces 
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were required^ lie -would liimself go with them. 
ThiSj, in accrtiun. degree, restrained their ardoRrj 
yet still they kept on talking valiantly, , Tliese 
men listened the more readily to Sturt because: 
they knew him -well ; he was daily and hourly in. 
the batteries with them, encouraging them by- 
being ever the foremost in the post of danger 5 and 
on those dreadfully cold nights during the elcgc, 
wliilst there was a bottle of brandy to bo had at 
any price, after his own small store was expended, 
lie gave tliose men on duty each one glass to 
warm and cheer them — a comfort they fully n^i- 
prcciatcd, as they had long been witiiout what 
was now become necessary’, tliough it is in general 
the soldier’s hanc. For myself, whilst I sat for 
hours on ray horso in the cold, I felt very grateful 
for a tumbler of sberry, which at any other time 
would have made me very unlady-liko, hut now 
merely warmed me, and appeared to have no more 
strength in it tliau water. Cups full of sherry 
were given to young children three and four years 
old without in the least nficcting their heads. 

^Vllcn ^lajor Thain took command of the 44tli, 
he took part of the 37 th K. I. with him. The 
44th lines were nearest to the men who were 
firing into tmr camp 5 which was only snvctl by tlic 
promptness of Tliain and Linwreneo, who brought 
up the escort ot a trot in tlic direction of the 
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firing. lie had to pass to the right of the 44th, 
and there lie found about 150 of that regiment 
fulling into their ranks, i^fajor Thain was about 
200 yards in advance, apparently reconnoitring the 
enemy, who were creeping up under cover of the 
ravines and liillocks, and ivccping up a desultory 
fire on our camp. About this time a company of 
the 37th N. I. fonned on Lawrences riglit, and 
on Thain making a signal all moved forward, and 
drove off the enemy in good stylo. Ajidcrson's 
horse were formed on the opposite face of the 
camp, with orders to keep b:ick the aamp followers, 
Avho were rushing towards the entrance of the 
pass. JMajor Thain appears to have acted on the 
spur of the moment; which is the only reason I 
can assign for his commanding the 44th. Lawrence 
was not under any one’s orders ; as the General, 
before quitting cantonments, told him that his 
escort would be an independent body. 

I am by no means certain that our chiefs pur- 
sued the wisest course. Had they, when the enemy 
first appeared, showed a good front, and dashed at 
them, they would probably all have scampered off 
as fast as they could. The Afghans never stand 
a charge. 

The General and Major Pottinger soon disco- 
vered that Mahoramed Akbar Khan was there, 
and entered into communication with liim : he 
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agreed to protect the troops, on condition that he 
should receive hereafter 15,000 rupees ; and iliat 
Pottinger, Lawrence, and ISIaekcnzic should^ be 
given over to him as hostages for General Sale’s 
evacuation of J ellalabad ; but that the troops should 
not proceed further than Tezecn until information 
be received of the march of the troops from that 
place. These disgraceful propositions were readily 
assented to ; and the three officers u ent offi to the 
Sirdar. 

Capt. La^vrcncc rccch cd a note from Conolly, 
telling him to be cautious, to put oursches as 
little as posable in AVbar’s power, and abo\c all 
tilings to push on as fast as w e could : but this 
note did not arrive until the conference was o\cr, 
and all points adjusted. 

IVc commenced our march at nliout mid-day, 
the 5tlt N. I. in front. The troops were in the 
greatest state of disorganbation: the haggjigc was 
mixed in with thcad\anced guard; and the camp 
followers all pudicd ahead in their precipitate 
flight towards IlimloMan. 

Sturt, my thinghtcr, !Mr. Mein, and I, got up 
to the ad\ancc; and Mr. ^Icin was pointing out 
to U3 the spots wlicrc the Ist brigade was nttacKc<h 
and where lie. Sale, were wounded. \Vv had 
not proceeded half a mile when we were lu^vily 
firoi! upon. Chiefs rode with tltc ad^'ince, nod 
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clci^irccl us to keep close to them. They certainly 
desired their followers to shout to the peo])le on the 
lieight not to fire : they did so_. hut quite inetlcc- 
tually. These eluefs eertuiuly iiui the same risk 
we did; hut I verily hclievc many of these persons 
woidd individually sjicrifice themselves to rid their 
country of us. 

After j)assing through .some very sharj» firing, 
we came upon iifajor d'haiu's horse, which had 
been shot through the loins. When we were sup- 
posed to he ill comparative safely, ]>oor Stnvt rode, 
hack (to sec after Thain I believe): his horse was 
shot under him, and before he could rise from the 
grouud he received a severe wound in the ahdo- 
men. It was with great difficulty he was held 
upon a pony by two people, and brought into canqi 
at Khoord Cabul. 

The pony IMi'S. Stmi; rode was wounded in the 
car and neck. I bad fortunately oidy one ]);ill 
in my arm ; three others passed through m^■ 
posbteen near the shoulder without doing me anv 
injury. The party that fired on us were not above 
fifty yards from us, and wc mved our cscajie to 
urging our horses on as fast .as they could go over 
a road where, at any other time, we should Imvc 
wallced om.’ horses very carefully. 

The main attack of the enemy w:ts on the 
column, baggage, and rear guard; and fortunate 
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it was for ilkirs. Sturt and myself that wc kept 
mtli the chiefs. 'Would to God that Sturt liad 
done BO hkewise, and not gone back. 

The ladies were mostly travellmg in kajavns, 
and were mixed up with the baggage and column 
in the pass: here they were heavily fired on. 
Many camels ivcrc killed. On one camel were, in 
one kajava, Mrs. Boyd and her youngest boy 
Hugh ; and in the other jMrs. hlninwaring and her 
infant, scarcely three months old, and Jlrs, Ander- 
son’s eldest child. Tliis camel was shot. ISIrs. 
Boyd got a horse to ride ; and her child was put 
on another behind a man, who being shortly after 
unfortunately killed, the child was carried olT by 
tbe Afigbans. Jlra. J fain waring, less fortunate, 
took lier own baby in her arms, lilniy Anderson 
was carried off in tlic confusion, fleeting with a 
|)ony laden witli treasure, Mrs. iXf. cmlcavourcd to 
mount and sit on the boxes, but they upset; and in 
tlio hurry pony and treasure were left behind; and 
the unfortunate lady pursued her way on foot, 
until after a time an Afiglian asked her if she was 
woundwl, and told her to mouut behind him. Tliis 
apparently kind offer she dcclinwl, l>eing fearful of 
treaeUery; alleging ns an excuse tliat she could 
not sit iMjIund him on account of t!ie dlHiculty of 
holding her child when so iuomitc<l. Tliia mjm 
shortly after snatched her iliaul off her shoulder^'. 
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mul left her to her fate. !Mrj5. siifTerings were 
verv creat ; and ehc doeerves much credit for hav- 
ing preserved her child through those dreadful 
scenes. She not only had to walk a considcrahle. 
distance with her child in her arms through the 
deep snow, hut had also to pick her way over tlic 
hodicv' of the dead., dying, and wotmded, ])Oth men 
and cattle, and constantly to cross the streams of 
water, wet up to the knees, pushed and shoved 
about by men and animals, the enemy keeping uj) 
a sharp fire, and sevcinl persons l)eing killed close 
to her. She, however, got safe to ciunp with Iicr 
child, but had no opj)orfunity to cliange her 
clothes ; and I know from e.ypcricncc that ’t was 
many days ere my wet habit became thawed, .and 
c.an fully appreciate her discomforts. 

j\Irs. Bourkc, little Seymour Stoker, and his 
mother, and jSIrs. Cnnningbnm, all soldiers’ wives, 
and the child of a man of the I3tli, have been 
carried off. TIic rear was protected by the 44th 
and 37th ; hut as they neared the pass, the enemy, 
concealed behind rocks. See. increased their fii*c 
considcnahly upon them. The companies that had 
been skirmishine: on the flanks of the rcar-o-uard 
closed in ; and they slowly entered the pass, kcep- 
ing np a heavy fire on the assailants, who had by 
this time got amongst the straggling camp fol- 
lowers and Sipaliecs. Owing to a halt having 
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taljcn phcc in front, the pass was completely.’' 
choked up ; and for a considerable time tlic 44th 
were stationary under a lica'S'y fire, and were fast 
expending their ammunition. The 37 th continued 
slowly moving on without firing a shot; hcin«’ 
paralysed with cold to such a degree tliat no per- 
suasion of their officers could induce them to make 
any effort to dislodge the enemy, uho took from 
some of them not only their firelock**, but even 
the clothes from their persons; scleral men of the 
44th supplied thcrascUca with ammunition from 
the poudies of the Sipahecs: and many proceeded 
to the front owing to their ammunition being ex- 
pended. Jklajor Scott and Capt, Swinton, of tlio 
44th, liad aho gone to the front sc\ eroly wounded ; 
and the command of the regiment de\ohcd on 
Capt. Souter. Lieut. Steer, of the 37th N. I., 
with great difficulty succeeded in hringing to the 
rear a y aboo loaded w 1th ammunition : but scarcclv 
were the hoxo^i placed on tlic ground, ojK-ned, and 
a few rounds taken out, than they w ere ohligcil to 
he nlnndoncil; n«, owing to our fire Iming slack- 
ened, the enemy became lioldcr and prc^'jcd ujion 
the rear in great numlicM. Tlicy had the advan- 
tage of Wmg co\cred by our straggler*, wldcli 
compelled our men to retire, firing volley •* indi-cri- 
minatcly nmong^t tlicm and the Afighan*. At 
this time our men were dropping fast fttmin flank- 
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inix fire from the hclaihtp; nnd, poeimi it was use- 
loss to attempt to maintaiiv a position in the rear, 
nndor such cireumsianees. with only ahont sixty 
men. they were witlulniwn : anil Avith ditliculty 
forced their wav through the crowd to a more 
commanding position, whei'f the renr-gnord of 
the 44th was joined hy Gen. KljdiinstonCj Col. 
Chamhers,, of the 5th Lt. Cavahy, with some 
troopers, and Cajit. Hay. with a few of the Iri'C- 
gular Horse, and the only remaining gnn, one 
having been abandoned in tlic pass. The .37t!i 
and the e.amp followers gradually passed to the 
front: but. the Afllxhans were clicckcd from follow- 
ing them. 

After halting full an hour to let the stragglers, 
See., get well to the front, thej^ resumed their 
inai'ch; but, owing to the deplli of the snow, the 
troops were compelled to assist the gnn by manual 
labour, the horses being Amiable to get it on. In 
this way tlicy reached tlie encamping ground, 
Avithout molestation from the enemy. 

On leaving Cabul each Sipahec had forty rounds 
of musket amnmnition in pouch, with 100 spare 
loads — we have now not tlu'ce camel loads left; 
and many Sipaliees have not a single cartridge in 
pouch. 

500 of our regular troops, and about 2500 of 
the camp followers, are killed. 
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Poor Sturt was laid on tlic side of a bank, with 
lus uife and mpclf besido liim. It began snon • 
ing heavily ; Johnson and Bygra^ c got some xum- 
muls (coaisc blankets) tlirovm oa er us. Dr. Brj cc, 
H. A., came and examined Sturt’s wound: be 
drc*'‘^cd it; but I e^w by the exprc'^'sion of hi« 
countenance that there was no hope. He after- 
wards kindly cut the ball out of my vrri'?!, and 
dressed botli my vrounds. 

Half of a SipaheeV pall Ind been pitched, in 
which the ladies and their hn'sinnds took refuge. 
We bad no one to scrape the snow off the ground 
in it, Capt. Johnson and ilr, jMcm first n«^istctl 
poor Sturt o\cr to it, and then emrred Ilf re. Start 
and m\ self throngh the deep snow. Jlra. Sturt’s 
bedding (saacd bj the ajali riding on it, whom a\o 
kept up clo'o with ourselves) na** now a comfort 
for my poor wounded eon. He tmficreil dreadful 
agony all night, and intolerable lhjr>*t ; and mo«t 
grateful did w e feel to ^fr. Hein for going out 
constantly to the stream to procure water: we 
Iiad only a small vc»!»el to fetcli it in, wliicli con- 
taineil but a few monthfuK 

To bleep in sucli anxiety of mind and intense 
cold was imiioesiMe. Tin re were nearh thirty of 
vH jvacked together without room to tuni. 

The Siphees and camp follow en», half-fro/rn, 
tried to force their way, not only Into the tent. 



THE EETREAT. 


243 


but actually into our beds, if such resting-places 
can be so called — a poshteen' (or pelisse of sheep 
skin) half spread on the snow, and the other half 
wrapped over one. 

• Many poor wretches died round the tent in the 
night. ^ 

The light company of the 54th IST. I., which left 
Cabulj thirty-six hours previously, eighty strong, 
was reduced to eighteen files. This is only one 
instance, which may fairly be talcen as a general 
averas;e of the destruction of our force. 

%th . — Before sunrise the same confusion as yes- 
terday. Without any order given, or bugle soimded, 
tliree fourths of our fighting men had pushed on 
in advance with the camp followers. As many as 
could, had appropriated to themselves all the pub- 
lic yahoos and camels, on which they mounted. 

A portion of the troops had also regularly 
moved oif, the only order appearing to be, “ Come 
along ; we are aR going, and half the men ai’e off, 
Avith the camp followers in advance!” We had 
gone perhaps a mile, when the Avhole were remanded 
back to their former ground ; and a halt for the 
day was ordered, in accordance with the wishes of 
the Sirdar ; who had represented to the General, 
through Capt. Sldnner, that his arrangements 
AA'ere not made either as regarded our security or 
provisions. Skinner urged the General to shoAv 
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some mark of confidence in the Sirdar’s promises ; 
wfiicli iic instantly did by sending Capt. Anderson 
to order back the troops and baggage. 

!Sfrs, Trevor kindly rode a pony, and gave op 
her place in the kajava to Sturt, who most other- 
wise have been left to die on the grmmd. The 
rough motion increased his Bufibring and accele- 
rated his death : but he was still conscious that his 
wife and I Avere with him ; and we had the sorroa- 
ful eatisfaction of giving him Christian huriah 
More than one half of the force is now frost- 
bitten or Avounded; and most of tlic men can 
scarcely put a foot to the ground. 

This is the fourth day tlint our cattle liaA'C !iad 
no food; and the men arc st.an’ed Aviili cold and 
hunger. 

Reports arc prevalent in camp that the Irregular 
C.avalrr, and the Envoy’s escort, arc nljout to dc- 
pcrt to IVIahomnicd Akbar Khan; and also that the 
Afighans arc tamjwring Avith our SijKihecs to Icaa’C 
and return to Cabul. The Subadar Jfajor of 
the 37th K. I. levs de-'crtctl ; he Avas a Suhadir 
Bahakur of the onler of Britbh India, 

Shortly after Pottingcr, ^fackcnrle, and I/aw- 
ronce nrrivcil at the Khoonl Cabul fort with the 
Slrd.ar, he tumed to Lawrence and faid that he 
Ivad a propo«al to make, hut that he <hd not like 
to do so lest In'* motiA'c^ might 1)0 mt*«)n<'trucd ; 
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but that, as it concerned us more than himself, he 
would mention it ; and that it was, that all the 
married men, with their families, should come 
over and put themselves under his protection, he 
gauranteeing them honourable treatment, and safe 
escort to Peshawer. Pie added, that Lawrence 
must have seen from the events of the day pre- 
vious — the loss of Capt. Boyd’s and Capt. Ander- 
son’s children, &c. — that our camp was no place 
of safety for the ladies and children. Lawrence 
replied, that he considered the proposition a most 
admirable one ; and, Skinner coming in just then, 
he repeated what had passed to him, who replied, 
“ This is just what I was tliinking of suggesting.” 
On wliich Lawrence begged he woidd go off and 
get the General’s sanction, and bring them all with- 
out delay. Major Pottinger concurred entirely in 
the expediency of this measure. 

Our present position is one of imminent peril. 
Immediately on Skinner’s arrival about mid-day, 
we set off escorted by some chiefs to a fort about 
two miles distant, where Mahommed Akbar Edian 
had taken up his temporary residence. Capt. 
‘Troup, Brigade- major to the Shah’s force, who was 
wounded, accompanied the j)arty, as did also Mr. 
Mein of the 13th, who, having been sent back 
with a year’s sick-leave to Cabul, after he was 
wounded in October, followed Mrs. Sturt’s and 
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my fortunes not \)cmg attached to anj corps nor 
Inking any duty to perform. 

There can be httlc doubt but tint the propo'i- 
tion was acceded to bj the General in the twofold 
hojMj of placing the hdies and children beyond 
the dangers and dreadful pnaations of the camp, 
and .aKo of show mg the Sirdar that lie was slnctro 
in his wi-U to negotiate a tnicc, and tlius uin 
from him a emiihr feeling of confidence. 

0\c^^ helmed with domestic nfiliction, neither 
Mr**. Sturt nor I were m a fit state to decide for 
otir'tUcs whether we would accept the binlar’s 
protection or not, Tliere was but funt hope of 
our c\er getting safe to Jcllalabad; and we fol- 
lowed the stream. But although tlicrc was much 
talh reganhng our going o\cr, all I j»cr»ouaII^ 
know of the afVur n, that I wa^ told wo were 
all to go, and that our horses were rcadj, and we 
niu«t mount iiumcihatcl^ and be ofl 

\Ve were taken bj a aery circuitous route to the 
Klioonl Cabul fort*, wlicre we found ^faliommcil 
Aklnrlvhan, and the ho-“tages Mr. BojdV little 
IK13 hul l)ccn brought there, nn<l wa,s rc'‘tori.d to 
lu< jKtn.nl«. iMr*. IhiniM and 5 oung Sloki r w tre 
nl*o mc»l, and jometl our jnrtj. Andtr-on’s 
liUW g*«rt IS rail to Ime iK\n taken to Cabul, 
to the Nawaub Zituau >hah Khan 

Tlireerwmii were ch-*rtd out fur in, lia%mgiio 
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outlets except a small door to each ; aiul of course 
they ^Ycre dark and dirty. The ]iarly to which 
I belonged couslstcd of ]\Irs. Trevor and seven 

O 

children, Lieut, and I\rrs. "Waller and child, hLs. 
Sturt, ISIr. hlein, and myself, hirs. Smith and 
Mrs. Bm-ucs, two soldiers’ wives, and young 
Stoker, child of a soldier of the 13tli, who was 
saved from people who were ciirrylng him off to 
the hills, and came in covered, we fear, with 
his mother’s blood : of her we have no account, 
nor of Mrs. Cunningham, both of the 1.3th. The 
dimensions of our room arc at the utmost fourteen 
feet by ten. 

At midnight some mutton bones and greasy 
rice were brought to us. 

All that ]\Irs. Sturt and I possess are the 
clothes on our backs in which we quitted Cabul. 

Here I must divide the account. I shall go on 
with my own personal adventures; and after- 
wards, from the same date, follow up the fortunes 
of om' unhappy army, from the journals of friends 
who, thank God ! have lived through all their 
sufferings. 

lO^Zi. — Mahommed Alvbar Edian left us, to 
escort our troops. 500 deserters are said to have 
come in to him. It is reported that the thieves 
have nearly exterminated our force ; and that four 
of Mahonuned Alcbar’s sirdars are killed. Alcbar 
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UcTpcctcd Iwck *\t night; atnl if the ro-id is dear, 
^^c arc to nnrek at night and go thirty ini 1 e«. 
Some officers arc said to Uin c taken refuge in a fort 
near this place. A letter come from the General, 
stating tluit he a idietl Capt. Anticr-on and Capt. 
Bojd to return; thi*» was in consequence of a 
representation made to him that Anderson’s 
linking over the command of hn corps to Lieut. 
Lc Gej t, nml gomg ana) , might Im c n bad cfltct 
on lus men, who non thoivotl sjniptoms of an 
inclination to Icaac us to our fate. But it was 
decided 1>3 the jiolitit iL tint for liuwc officers to 
return would line the appearance of thtir faith 
in the Sinlar’s promises hetng ehahen, and that it 
would he productiacof much cmI: thej rciuamctl 
ihcrcfore with us. litre was another in-'lantc of 
die Gtnerd’s aacdlation. Amh r^on, on !»< rvtnm 
from oking tlio me** ige to bring the traxqH back, 
was onitrvil b;) the Gintml to go off avith tho 
otbtr mamtal men and faunhc*. Wlialtatr may 
haac been bt^ oi n sentiment*! on the occa.^n)n, 
hii ojiimon was ntitr a'<h«h nml lit had but to 
oIk-). 

11/A. — W* marxt»c<l, iMing in cogitated toh'aac 
nil the K’nainti* llwt could not walk, the hinbr prt>- 
ini'ing tliat the\ should Ik* fc<L It would l*e im* 
j^v<MbU for me to d<.*cnl*e the fi-dinga with wlmh 
we p irmctl our wuj thrcnigh tU dta'^dful 
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llmi juviiitcd u^!. The road covered with awfully 
luauglcd bodies, nil naked: fifty-eight Europeans 
were counted in the 'J'unghee and dip of the 
Nullah; the natives innumerable. Kumbers of 
camp followers, still alive, frost-bitten and starv- 
ing; some perfectly out of their senses and idiotic. 
I\Iajor Ewart, o4th, and i\Iajor Scott, 44th, were re- 
cognised as we passed them; with some others. The 
sight was dreadful; the smell of the blood sicken- 
ing; and the corpses lay so thick it was imj|)Ossible 
to look from them, as it reepnred care to guide my 
horse so as not to tread upon the bodies: but it is 
unnecessary to dwell on such a distressing and 
revolting subject. 

We hear that !Mahommcd Abkar Khan oflered 
to escort the army down, provided the troops laid 
down their arms; but that the General went on, 
upon his own rcsponsibilit}'. 

We arrived at the Tezeen fort, where we were 
well treated ; and where Ave found Lieut. jMelville, 
54th. He had, in guarding the colour of his regi- 
ment, rcceiA'ed five severe wounds. lie liad fortu- 
nately seven rupees .about him ; these ho gave to 
an Atfghan to take him to the Sirdar, who dressed 
his wounds with his own hands, applying burnt 
rags ; and paid him every attention. 

12if/t We went to Seh Baba; and thence 
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out of the road, folbu'ing the bed of tltc river, to 
Abdoollah Klnn’s fort. ATc |Kis>cd our Inst gun, 
abnndoned, u Hh poor Dr, Cardew’s l)odv lying on 
it, and three Euro|>cans close by it 

During tl»c march, wo were joinctl by Jlr. 
^Mngralh, surgeon of the STth N. I., nnd six men 
of the 44th. lie had been w oundcil nnd taken 
pri-oDcr on tl>e 10th, %yhilst endeavouring to rally 
a part} of some forty or fift) irrcgulnr rn'alr}, 
nnd bring tijcm to tlic a.v)i3tnncc of the unfor- 
tunate uounded men, uho ncrc l)eing bntchercil 
nt the Ixitlom of the Iluft Kohtul. On Iji-* 
coming up with tliis iKvrt), nnd ngain onlcriug 
tfiem to bait, to ht^ great di-guat he found Kluvta 
IhiUi IClian, a Ghilrj e cluef, nmongat them ; to 
whom tho} ucre njwlogiring for not Iin\Ing gone 
i»\er t!»c day prc\iou*, as their comrades had 
doiw. Mr. Magmtii had pmcml nam)^^ c»enpcs; 
nnd, when •‘urroundetl h) Ghilne hn’itmen with 
their long kiuM'** drawn, owc<l his hfe in n great 
measure to nn Aflghan hoivtman, ariio rec<*gm-iHl 
liim ns in% ing show u w)nH’ little kindne-s to some 
of his fick fri< nds nt CahuL 

At night we had snow. 

Our whole huhrs nnd gentlemen, 

cnnuniHl into one r\*oiu; one side of vrhieliwfts 
jeiniiioaetl off witli ntat* nrul filled avitli gram. 
Here nn old wenun Cf^ikial ehujmittes for n«. 
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three for a rupee: but, fmding the cleiuancl great, 
she soon niisecl the price to n rupee each. 

ISj*//. — W e travcllei] over luountuin paths, 
where the caiucls found it dithcult to get on witli 
the kajavas, till we arrived at Jugdaluk: near the 
Ghavoy there had been fearful slaughter, ])riu- 
cipally of Europeans. 

We found Gen. Elphinstonc, Brig. Shelton, and 
C.apt. Johnson here in tents. 

Having brought our party safe to Jugdaluk, I 
now return to the proceedings of our unfortunate 
anny ; taking up the talc at the period when the 
ladies and their part)’- took protection. On the 9th 
around Affghan tent was pitched for the ladies; 
and we felt the courtesy of the sirdars, who slept 
in the open air to give us shelter, even such as it 
Weis, for the wind blew in in every direction. 

Immediately after our departure the irregular 
horse, with the exception of about eighty men, 
went over in a body to the )Sirdar ; and as they 
were afterwards seen i:i company with a body of 
Affghan horse at about a mile distance, there was 
an attack from them apprehended: all was con- 
sternation. Several of om* Sipahccs absented 
themselves during the day, also a number of 
camp followers. A message was sent to Ma- 
hommed Akbar Klian, and a hope expressed that 
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he vrowld not favour the desertion of the trooj>s; 
and lie promisotl t!iat all going over to lum should 
be ghot, whlcli was imniciE\tcIy made known to 
the men. One of the iMbsIon chupra^sies was 
caught in the act of going ofli and phot, 

Lieut. Mackay, assistant to Capt, Johnson, wa*' 
sent in the afternoon to tlic Sirdar (to the fort 
uherc the Indies were), for the purjxi^e of lieing 
the bearer of a letter to Gen. S-de at •TclUhihad, 
to onlcr Iiim to c\acuatc his pusition. This letter 
was ivrittcu l)y Major Pottingcr. 

AH the dhoolcy hearers either desert e<? or were 
murdcrctl the first day. 

The ^Yholc of the c.aincls and ynlioos luive l>ecn 
either taken hy the enemy or plumlcrcil by onr 
no lc“<^ Hwle«5 camp followers and goUHcn'. 

The greatest wmfn'ion prciaile<l all diy; and 
anxiety and gu‘‘j»on<Q for the idtirmtc fttc of the 
army nos ifftcn«e; all ex[>ceting tlrjt if in a few 
hours they were not depriMsl t»f life by cold and 
linnger, tliey ivonld fall by the kniMM of the 
Afi'glnns; which, had they Xxxu then nltaekcd, 
inn«t imlubilably luwc ocenrasU for <in the ri'tnm 
of the lro')jv^ after their K*t-<iul in the !nomijjg,coni« 
nvamling ofiic^-rs liatl gn-tt difiiculty in colh’cting 
tixty files a corps* but extn of tile's* iinny could 
fK*arcely bold a inn*V.ct; many d»c*l of cold and 
iniwn that night. To twld to tlnir wTvtchodn'*»i*, 
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inanvwcrc nearly, and some wholly, afflicted with 
snow blindness. 

\Qtli . — Iso sooner was it lifflit than the usual 

O 

rush to the front was made by the mixed rabble 
of camp followers, Sipahecs, aud Europeans in one 
Juige mass. Hundreds of poor wretches, unable 
to seize, any animals for themselves, or despoiled 
l\y stronger persons of those they had, wore left 
on the road to die or be butchered. 

After much exertion, tl)C advance, consisting of 
the 44th, the only remaining six-pounder, and 
about fifty files of the 5th cavalry, managed to get 
ahead of the crowd. The Atfghans were appear- 
ing on the hills early : on arriving at the Tunghee 
Tarcckce, a narrow gorge about ten feet wide 
and two miles distant from their last ground, 
Capt. Johnson was sent with the advance; the 
heights were taken possession of by the enemy ; 
who fired down incessantly on the road, from 
which they were inaccessible. The snow increased 
in depth as the anny advanced. There is a 
gradual ascent all the way from Khoord Cabul 
to Kubber-i-Jubhar, a distance of five miles ; the 
progress was necessarily slow, and many poor 
fellows were shot. 

After getting through the pass, not above fifty 
yards in length, they proceeded to Kubber-i- 
Jubhar; where they halted for their comrades. 
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Irtttcrl^ no AiT^lnna lirvd been seen, except at 
tt distance, the horror of our jiooplc A\a3 therefore 
the greater avhen a feu strigglcrs from tlic rear 
came up, and reported tlieni cl\ cs ns the remnant 
of the rear column, almost c^crJ unn of uhicli 
!ud been either killed or wounded Capt Hop 
kins liad lu3 arm broken bj a inu‘’ket ball TJiero 
was now not a single SiiKihcc left of the whole 
Cabul force 

A de^pcntc ntt ick h id licen made b\ a bixl^ of 
AflTglLans, suonl in hand our men made no re^wt- 
ance, but tlircu aira^ llieir anas and nccoiitre- 
incnts , and fell an easj prtN to our Imlnrous and 
Idoodthir^U fw 

The rear-guard was com jw oil of tlu 51th 
regiment- On arniing at the narrou calKd 
lunghcc Tarcckeo, or “thi dark Jve*-*,” a turn 
in the road shut out from their si^ht the cnein\, 
who liad follow cil tlo-e on thiir hub, hut on 
whom thc> hail rcctuci! striet onlcrs not to fire, 
although the Glulzic^, from tlu heiglits and 
raMiit-*, Itatl kipt up a sliaqi di*chargi, killing 
laanf bipahtHM nn 1 ninp follmtri, and cutlmg 
up all woundeil and sick lift lichind On arming 
at the alunc-mciuiontal pa*-*, the turn m the rotul 
allowcil the filulzA e* to ch>*c up , and a gi ncm! 
attack wa* ma k on all sides hundrvab of Afl^lsans 
nidung dowu from the rocks an] lulb cut to 



THE EETREAT. 


255 


pieces their- no^v reduced regiiuenh Here IMajor 
Ewart, commanding 54thj liad both his arms 
broken by bullets from the J uzails ; Lieut, h'lor- 
rieson, the adjutant, was wounded; and Lieut. 
Weaver, of the same corps, slightly. Lieut.. jMel- 
ville, on observing the Jemadar, who cari’ied the 
regiment’s ' colour, wounded and dropping his 
charge, seized it ; and, after vainly attempting to 
tear it off the staff, to which it was too firmly 
attached, made his way on foot (his horse hav- 
ing been killed), with the colour in his hand. 
This made him a mark for the enemy; and 
ere he had got out of the pass, being nearly, or 
quite, the last man of the column, or rather rabble, 
he received a spear wound in his back, wliich 
threw him on his faoe: ere AveU able to rise, a 
severe sword-cut in the head again laid him 
prostrate ; but he contrived to crawl as far as the 
fast rctreatino; column ; when a<Tain the knife of 
an Affghan wounding hun in the neck, and a spear 
in the chin, he gave up all for lost. He was now 
surroimded by a dozen Gliilzyes ; and no man, 
save the dead and dying, near hun ; when the 
enemy, observing a box of treasm-e on the oj)po- 
site side of ihe pass, left him, for the piupose 
of rifling the money, either supposing they had 
already killed liim, or intending to retmu when 
they had secured the more valuable booty. Tliis 
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pause ga\c Lieut, ^IcUillc nu opportunity of 
escaping and regaining tlic column j which, nl* 
though weak from his wound-*, he a>'uiled hiniself 
of; and by going through tlic snow in the mints, 
he contrived to reach the colunm; '\\hcrcapony 
without an owner, or saddle of any description, 
presenting itself, he scminldctl on to it ; and, with 
the assistance of a Mchtcr, gained the centre of 
the column, where tlio 44tli and one gun still kept 
tome order, Lieut, ilcUillc \vas tied on the gun, 
and was told hy Gen. Llphin^tone, that he should 
be sent ONcr to the charge of tlic Sinlar, ^lahoni- 
mod Aklnr Ivlian, on reaching Ttrecn, or at any 
opportunitj of going. 

On a report of a large IkmIv of hf)r*c l>cing 
ob->cr\«I in tlie rear, t!jc gun was onlcrcil llwrc; 
and Lient. MoUillc was jdaeal ox\ a l»ank on the 
road-^ule, TIic column j>as*etl on; and lie was 
expecting tlio fate of tl»c other |V)or fillows who 
had fvllcn; when, provide ntialU for Inm, a horse- 
man Twie up, who had known him in cantonments, 
and who str\p|icd him on fu-* Iioi>c, and to<>k him 
i)>cr to the party of hor'cmcn, comisting of Mn- 
hoiumeil Akl>ar Klian and his follower*; who 
rectUetl him mo*i kin<lh, aii«l, binding up hi* 
wrynml*, gaac him n Wwghre, bU reginwitul vap 
I'Ctng cut to piece*. 

Tlie loonghcc is the cloth worn as a tutlon 



THE EETUEAT. 


257. 


commonly by the Aflglians, unci is generally of 
blue check with a reel border : those worn by the 
ICliyberries are mneh gayer, and have a large 
admixture of yellow. 

Melville gave to Omcr Khan, the horseman 
Avho ■ saved his life, seven rupees, being all the 
property he possessed. 

Every particle of baggage was gone. 

The smtill I'emnant of tlie army consisted of 
about seventy files of the 44th, fifty of the 5th 
cavalry, and 1 six-pounder gun. Observing a 
body of caA’alry in their real*, the}' determined to 
bring their solitaiy gun into position, and make 
a last effort for existence. Finding it was again 
Mahommed Alcbar Edian, Capt. Skinner ( Assist. - 
Com.-Gen.) by direction of the General, Avent 
over, under escort, to him ; to remonstrate on the 
attack made on our troops after a treaty had been 
entered into for our protection. He replied, he 
regretted it, he could not control the Ghilzyes 
(the inhabitants of this part of the country) with 
his small body of horse, about 300 ; but that as 
the remnant of our troops Avas merely a fcAV 
Europeans, he Avould guarantee their, safety, and 
that of all the European officers, to Jellalabad, if 
the General Avould conduct them all disarmed, 
Avhilst the AfFghans Avere to have the use of their 
Aveapons. He said his motives for this , were, that 
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At Tezeen Gen. ElphinstonG received a note 
in cypher from Capt. ConoIIy, ■warning him 
that Mahommed Akbar Kiian had q^uitted Cabnl, 
with the avo^Yed intention of getting into his 
hands the person of the General, and all the mar- 
ried people with their families. 

A message was sent to Mahommed Akbar 
ICfaan that they were going to march to Seh Baha, 
seven miles from Tezeen (tliis place is sometimes 
called Tukeea-i-Fakeer) : the road lies down the 
bed of a Nnllah, with high liills on either side. 
The place is only remarkable from having a few 
trees and a grave or two under them ; and from 
the latter I believe it takes its name. 

The camp followers having been the bane of 
this unfortunate army, they hoped to move off 
quietly and leave them beliind j but no sooner da 
they start, than they found that all who were ahh 
to stand were accompanying them. They lef 
their remaining gun behind j and Dr. Cardew, wlv 
tras mortally wounded at the dip into the Tezeei 
Nullah, was laid on the carriage to await death 
which was rapidly approaching: he was founc 
dead by hlahommcd Akbar’s people the ncxi 
morning. 

The night was fine and moonlit, and they 
leached Sch Baba about midnight ; here a few 
shots were fired on them; and the rear being 
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attaclccclj the avIioIo remains of tlie 44lli.. tlic 
exception of ahont nine files to form the advance, 
were ordered there; and thus the column remained 
until their arrival at ♦Tugdalulc: their progress 
being again impeded by that evil which always 
attends Indian armies, the cam}) followers : ndio, 
if a shot is tired in advance, invariabl}’ fall back ; 
and if in rear, nish to the front, 

11?//. — From Sell Baba the road turns otf sharj) 
to the right over the mountains to Jugdaluk: 
and across the Nullah is seen the short road to 
Cabul, but Avhicli cannot bo travelled by guns or 
camels. 

At Sell Baba Dr. DutT (the Surgeon-General 
to the forces in Atlghanistan), who had had 
his hand cut otf with a penknife at Tezeen, 
in consequence of a severe wound, was from 
wcalcness obliged to lag behind, and was two days 
afterwards fonnd murdered. 

Barcekub is three miles from Sell Baba : there 
■is a clear stream of water, and several caves cut 
in the rocks. Here our force observed a number 
of people in the caves ; with whom they did not 
interfere, as they did not molest them. They 
eventnally tired some volleys on the rear. 

At day-break the advance arrived at Killa 
Sung, about seven miles from Seh Baba, where 
there are some streams of water: this is the 
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•vviih Skinner, Tvho immediately accompanied the 
messenger. This was about half past three 1*. m. 
of the llth. 

After marching for thirty hours they lay down 
on the ground worn out by cold, hunger, thirst, 
and fatigue : but scarcely had Skinner taken his. 
departure, when volley after volley was poured 
into the enclosure where they were resting. All 
was instant confusion, and a general rush took 
place outside the walls ; men and cattle all huddled 
together, each striving to hide himself from the 
murderous tire of the enemy. 

At this time twenty gallant men of the 44th 
made a simultaneous rush down the hill, to drive 
the enemy off the heights they occupied: in this 
they were successful; for, supposing they were 
followed by the rest, the foe took to flight cre our 
men could reach tlieir position. 

In about a quarter of an hour, as so small a 
party would not admit of any division, this party 
was rcc.aUcd. They again entered within the 
broken walls; and instantly our inveterate foes 
were in their former position dealing death amongst 
them. 

About 5 o’clock Skinner returned with a 
message that the Sirdar wished to sec the General, 
Brig. Shelton, and Johnson ; and if they would go 
over to confer with him, he would engage to put 
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a stop to ail}’’ further massacre, and also to give 
food to our troops : and on condition of their 
remaining with him as hostages for Gen. Sale’s 
evacuation of Jellal.ahad, he would escort all the 
small remaining party in safety. 

Mahommed Sliah Khan, father-in-law to the 
Sii'dar, and Avliose daughter is with the Dost at 
Loodianah, is one of the principal Ghilzyc chiefs: 
he came at dusk with an escort to receive them ; 
and they started in the confident hope that some 
arrangement would he entered into to save the 
lives of the remainder of the army. The Gene- 
ral and the ahovc-mentioned officers proceeded to 
the top of the valley for about two miles, and 
found the Sirdar .and his party in bivouac: 
nothin^: could exceed the kind manner in which 
they were I'eceived. The chief, on hearing they 
had not tasted food for fort 3 '-eight. hours, had a 
cloth spread on the ground ; and a good pillau and 
other dishes, as also tea, were quickly brought ; 
and thej’- formed a circle round it, and all ate out 
of the same dish. 

Their hunger, though great, was not to be com- 
pared to their thirst, which had not been quenched 
for two davs. 

The party consisted of the Sirdar, Mahommed 
Akbar Khan, iMahommed Shah lOian, Abdool 
Ghj’^as Khan (son of Jubhar Klian), and a young 
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lad called Abdool Hakeem Klian, nephew to the 
Sirdar. The attention of the Sirdar and hia 
party was excessive; and after dinner they sat 
round a blazing fire, and conversed on various 
subjects. The General requested that Mahommed 
Akbar Khan would early in the morning forward 
provisions to the troops, and make arrangements 
for supplying them with water : all which he faith- 
fully promised to do. 

The General was anxious for permission to 
return to his troops; and offered to send Brig. 
Anquetil, should the Sirdar require an officer in 
his stead. Johnson, by the General’s desire, 
pointed out to the Sirdar the stigma that would 
attach to him as commander of the force, \verc he 
to remain in a place of comparative security, 
whilst such danger impended over the troops. 
To this the Sirdar would not consent. At about 
Hr. ii., the Sirdar promised he would early in 
the morning call the chiefs of the pass together, to 
make arrangements for n safe escort; he then 
showed them into a small tent, where, fitretched 
on their cloaks, they found relief in sleep. 

Our unfortunate force at Jugdaluk this day 
consisted of 150 men of the 44 th ; 16 dis- 
mounted horse artUlcry men; 25 of the 5tli 
cavalry. Kot a single Sipalicc with arms, no 
spate ammunttlott, and the few rounds in poucli 
had been taken from the killed. 
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\2tlu — The English officers arose at sunrise, 
and found the Sirdar and liis party ■were up. They 
shoAved them the same ciAuIity as OA'cr night : two 
confidential servants of the chief were appointed 
to wait on them : and they were Avanicd not to 
attempt to leaA'c the tent without one of tlicsc 
men, lest they should he maltreated or insulted 
hy the Ghilz 5 ms, Avho Averc flocking in to pay 
their respects to hlahommed Akbar. 

About 9 A. M., the chiefs of the pass and the 
countiy ai'ound Soorkhab arrived. Soorkhab is 
about thirteen miles from .Tugdaluk, tOAvards 
Jellalabad, and is the usual halting ground. 

The chiefs sat doAvn to discuss affairs. Thdy 
Avere bitter in their hatred tOAvards us ; and de- 
clared that nothing Avould satisfy them and their 
men, but our extermination. IMoney they Avould 
not receive. The Sirdar, as far as words could 
prove liis sincerity, did all in his poAver to con- 
ciliate them; and, when all other arguments 
failed, reminded them that his father and family 
Avere in the power of the British government at 
Loodianah; and that vengeance would be taken 
on the latter if mercy Avere not showed to the 
British in their pOAver. 

Mahommed Shah Khan offered them 60,000 
rupees on condition of our force not being mo- 
lested. After some time they took their departure 
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to consult with their followers ; and Mahomifaed 
Shah Klian mentioned to Johnson that he feared 
the chiefs woidd not, without some great induce- 
ment, resist the temptation of plunder and murder 
that now offered Itself: and wound up the dis- 
course by asking if we would give them two 
lakhs of laipees for a free passage. On this being 
explained to the General, he gave his consent j and 
it was made known to jMaliommed Shah Klian, 
who went away and promised to return quickly. 

The General again begged of the Sirdar to 
permit him to return to Ins troops ; but without 
avail. 

Johnson, by the General’s desire, wrote early 
in the day to Skinner, to come to the Sirdar, 
This letter and two others, it is to be feared, he 
never received. A report was brought in that 
Skinner was wounded, but not dangerously j the 
Sirdar expressed much sorrow ; poor Skinner died 
of his wound the same day. 

Until 12 o’clock crowds of Gliilzjms with their 
respective chiefs, continued to pour in from the 
surrounding country to make tlicir salaams to 
Mahommed Akbar Khan, to participate in the 
plunder of our unfortunate people, and to ret cl 
in the massacre of the Europeans. From their 
expressions of hatred towards our whole race, 
they appeared to anticipate more delight in 
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cutting our tliroats than in the expected hooty. 
Howeveij on a hint from the Sirdar, they changed 
the language, in which they conversed, from 
Persian to Pushtoo, which was not understood 
by our officers. 

The Sirdar, to all appearance, whilst sitting 
with Johnson, endeavoured to conciliate them; 
but it very probably was only done as a blind to 
hide his real feelings. 

In two instances, the reply of the cliiefs was, — 
Burnes came into this country, was not 
your father entreated by us to kill him; or he 
would go back to Hindostan, and at some future 
day bring an army and take our country from 
us ? He would not listen to our advice, and 
what is the consequence ? Let us now, that we 
have the oj)portunity, take advantage of it ; and 
kill those infidel dogs.” 

At about 12, the Sirdar left them, and went 
on the top of a hill in rear of the British 
bivouac. He did not return till sunset; and in 
reply to the anxious inquiry when Mahommed 
Shan Khan would return, they were always told 
immediately. Frequent assurances had been given 
that the troops had been supplied with food and 
water ; but subsequently they learnt that neither 
had been given them in their dire necessity. 

The Su’dar retm’ned at dusk ; and was soon fol- 
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lowed by 3kInbommed Shall Khan, who broaghi 
intelligence that all was finally and amicably ar- 
ranged for the safe conduct of the troops to Jella- 
labad- The Sirdar said he would accompany them 
in the morning early. By the General’s recpiest, 
Johnson wrote to Brig. Anq^uetil to ha^e the 
troops in readiness to march by 8 o’clock ; he had 
also commenced a letter to Gen. Sale to evacuate 
Jellalabad (this being part of the terms). Sud- 
denly, and before the fir&t note was sent off, much 
musketiy was heard down the valley in the direc- 
tion of the troops ; and a report was brought in 
that the Europeans were mo-;ing off through the 
pass followed by the GlulTyes. All was con- 
sternation. At first the Sirdar suggested that ho 
and the officers should follow them: in this the 
General concurred. In a few minute^ the Sirdar 
changed lus mind ; said he feared their doing so 
would injure the troops, by bringing after them 
the whole horde of Ghilzyes then assembled in 
the valley. He promised to send a confidential 
servant to Mcer Afzul IChan at Gundamuk (two 
miles beyond SoorUvab) to afford them protec- 
tion; and agreed to start ■with them at midnight, 
as being mounted they u ould o^ ertake the others 
before daybreak. 'Wlicn about to scjiarato for the 
night, the Sirdar a^in altered the time of dcjiar- 
turc to the first hour of daylight, llcmonstranccs 



THE BETEEAT. 


271 


were of no avail; and our party were too com- 
pletely in tlie power of tlie enemy, to persist in 
what they had not the power to enforce. 

Mahommed Ahhar Edian told Johnson, after 
Mahoranied Shah Khan went out to consult with 
the chiefs of the pass, that the latter were dogs 
and no faith could he placed in them ; and begged 
J ohnson would send for three or four of his most 
intimate friends, that their lives might be saved in 
the event of treachery to the troops. Gladly as 
he would have saved his individual friends, he 
was under the necessity of explaining to the Sirdar 
that a sense of honour would prevent the officers 
desertino’ their men at a time of such imminent 

O 

peril. The Sirdar also proposed, that in the event 
of the Ghilzyes not aeceding to the terms, he 
would liimself, at dusk, proceed with a paj’ty of 
horsemen to the foot of the hill where om' troops 
were; and, j)revious orders being sent to the com- 
manding officer for all to be ready, he would bring 
every European away in safety, by each of his 
horsemen taking up one behind him : the Ghilzyes 
would not then fire upon them, lest they should hit 
him or his men. But he would not allow a single 
Hindostanee to follow; as he could not protect 
2000 men (the computed niunber). — Johnson in- 
terpreted aU this to the General : but it was 
deemed unpracticable ; as from past experience 
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they knew how jmpo=«jble it wis even to eepinte 
the Sip'ihcos from the c'lmp followers iPonr or 
five times during tlie day they licard the report of 
musketry in the direction of our troops , hut they 
were always told that nil fighting had cca'^ed This 
■was subsequently proved to be n grog's fnlechood 
Our troops were nice snntly fired upon from the 
time that the Greneml and the other officers 
quitted them to the time of their departure, and 
several hundreds of officers and men hid been 
killed or wounded The remainder, maddened 
■with cold, hunger, and thirst, the communication 
between them and the General cut off, and seeing 
no prospect but certain death before them by re- 
maining in their present position, determined on 
making one de'^peratc effort to Icaic Jugilaluk 
Snow fell dunng the night 

hij nairativc now continues from information 
fumi'^hcd b} a friend remaining with the remnant 
of this ill-fated army — They halted this day at 
Jiigdaluk, hoping to negotiate an arrangement 
avitb !Mahommed Akbar IQian and the Ghdzjo 
chiefs as before stated but the continual firing, 
and frequent attempts made b) tbe enemy to force 
them from their post ion during the daj , hut too 
well indicated that tlierc was little or no chance 
of negotiations being effectual to quell hostilities 
and admit of their resuming their march m eafttj 
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on tlie contraiy, there a})pearccl an evident deter- 
mination still to harass their retreat to the very 
last. 

Near the close of the day the encni)* coinmcnccd 
a furious attack from all sides. Tlic situation of our 
troops at tills time was critical in the extreme : the 
loss they sustained in men and oflicers had been 
gi'eat during the day, and tlic survivors luid only 
been able to obtain a scant}' meal of camel’s flesh : 
even water was not procurable without the parties 
proceeding for it being exposed to a hcav}’’ fire. The 
men, under all this suffering, perishing with cold 
at their post, bravely repelled the enemy ; and 
would then have followed them from under the 
dilapidated walls had they been permitted to do 
so. During this conflict Capt. Soutcr of the 44th, 
anxious to save the colours of his regiment, tore 
one of them from its staff, and folding it round his 
person, concealed it under the poshtcen lie wore : 
the other was in like manner appropriated by Lieut. 
Cumberland; but finding that he could not close 
his pea-coat over it, he reluctantly entTUsted it to 
the care of the Acting Quartermaster-Sergeant of 
the 44th regiment. 

Great anxiety prevailed amongst the fj-oops, 
caused by the continued absence of Gen. Elphiu- 
stone and Brigadier Shelton, the two seniors in 
command. It was -resolved, as they did not 
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return, to resume their march as soon as the 
night shovild shroud them from observation; and 
Brig. Anquetil, now in command, ordered tliu 
troops to fall in at eight o’clock : but before the 
men could take the places assigned to them, the 
camp followers, who were still numerous, crowded 
upon them as usual. At length, between 8 and 
9 o’clock they took their departure; whidi was 
rendered a very trying scene, from the entreaties 
of the wounded, amounting to seventy or eighty, 
for whom there was no conveyance ; and therefore, 
however heartrending to all, they were necessarily 
abandoned, with the painful conviction that they 
would be massacred in cold blood, defenceless 
as they were, by the first party of Ghilzyes that 
arrived. 

The enemy, who seem to have been aware of 
the intended removal, soon commenced an attack 
upon the straggling camp followers ; and a number 
of Affghans, favoured by tlio darkness of the night, 
stole in amongst the followers that were in column, 
whom they quietly despatched, and proceeded to 
plunder. These daring men, however, were nearly 
all cut up or bayonetted by tlic enraged soldiery j 
who shortly after came upon an encampment of 
the enemy ; in passing whic)j they were saluted 
with a hca\y fire, followed up by a sally upon 
the camp followers, as usual. 
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They proceeded on nnlil they came to a gorge, 
with low steep hills on either side, between Avliich 
the road passed, about two miles from Jngdaluk. 
Here two barriers had been thrown across the 
road, constructed of bushes and branches of trees. 
The road, Avhich had been flooded, was a mass of 
ice, and the snow on the hills very deep. The 
enemy, who had waited for them in great force at 
tliis spot, rushed upon, the column, knife in hand. 
The camp followers and wounded men fell back 
upon the handful of troops for prot)3ction ; thus 
rendering them powerless, and causing the greatest 
confusion; Avhilst the men, in small detached 
parties, were maintaining conflicts with fearful 
odds against them. 

In this conflict the Acting Quartermaster- 
Sergeant fell : and in the confusion, caused by an 
overwhelming enemy pressing on the rear in a 
night attack, it is not surj^rising that it Avas found 
inipossible to extricate the colour from the body 
of the fallen man ; and its loss Avas unaA'oidable. 
The disorder of the troops was increased by a 
part of them, the fcAv remaining horsemen, gal- 
loping through and OA^er the infantry in hopes of 
securing their OAvn retreat to Jellalabad. The men, 
maddened at being ridden over, fired on them; 
and it is said that some officers Avere fired at; but 
that rests on doubtful testimony. When the firing 
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slackened, and the clashing of kni\ es and bayonets 
had in some measure ceased, the men moved on 
slowly , and on amvmg at the top of the gorge 
were able to ascertain the fearful extent of the 
loss they had sustained in men and officers Of 
the latter Bngadicr Anquetil and ahov e tn enty 
others were missing The troops now halted 
unmolested for an hour, during which time a 
few stragglcrb contrived to join them 

The country being now of a more open de- 
scription, our small force suffered less annoyance 
from the fire of the enemy but the determination 
of the men to bring on their wounded comrades 
greatly retarded their marching , and from the 
troopers having proceeded onw arda the w ounded 
could not be mounted behind them thus their 
pace did not exceed tno miles in the hour 
Prom time to time sudden attacks w ere made on 
the rear, particularly in spots where the road 
wound do e under the foot of the lull*!, and there 
a sharp fire was sure to he met u ith In this man- 
ner they w ent on till thej readied the Soorkhab 
n\cr, whidi the) folded below the bridge at 1 A^w 
on the 13th, being aware that the cnem) would 
take pobscs ion of it, and di^spiitc the jia sage 
WluH fording the river a galling fire was kept 
up from the bridge iierc Litut Cadett of the 
44th and sev oral men were killed and w ounded 
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13f7i. — Troin Soorkliab the remnant of the 
column moved towards Gundamuk : but as the day- 
dawned the enemy’s niunbers increased; and unfor- 
tunately daylight soon exposed to them how veiy 
few fighting men the column contained. Tlie force 
now consisted of twenty officers, of whom Major 
Griffiths was the senior, fifty men of the 44th, six 
of the horse artilleiy, and four or five Sipahccs. 
Amongst the Avhole there were but twcut}’- mus- 
kets; 300 camp followers still continued with them. 

Being now assailed by an increased force, they 
were compelled to quit the road, and take up a 
position on a hill adjoining. Some A-ffghan horse- 
men being observed at a shoi't distance were 
beckoned to. On their apj)roach there was a cess- 
ation of firing : terms were proposed by Capt. Hay, 
to allow the force to proceed without further hos- 
tilities to Jellalabad. These persons not being suf- 
ficiently influential to negotiate. Major Griffiths 
proceeded with them to a neighbouring chief for 
that piu’pose ; taking with him Mi*. Blewitt, for- 
merly a writer in Capt. Johnson’s office, who un- 
derstood Persian, that he might act as interpreter. 

Many Affghans ascended the hill where our 
troops awaited the issue of the expected con- 
ference ; and exchanges of friendly words passed 
between both jiarties. This lasted upwards of an 
hour; but hostilities were renewedby the Afighans, 
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who snatched at the fire-arms of the men and 
officers This they of course resisted , and drove 
them off the hill but the majority of the enemy, 
who occupied the adjoining hills commanding our 
position, commenced a galhng fire upon us Sea eral 
times they attempted to dislodge our men from the 
hill, andavere repulsed until, our ammunition being 
expended, and our fighting men reduced to about 
thirty, the enemy made a rush, which m our u cak 
state ave were unable to cope with They bore 
our men down knife m hand , and slaughtered all 
the party except Capt Souter and seven or eight 
men of the 44th and artillery This officer flunks 
that this unusual act of forbearance towards him 
ongmated in the strange drc'^s be w ore his po'jh- 
teen havmg opened during the last struggle ex- 
posed to view the colour he had wrapped round 
his body, and they probably thought they had 
secured a aaluable prize in some great bahadur, 
for avbom a laigc ran=om might be obtained 
Eighteen officers and about fifty men w cre killed 
at the final struggle at Gundamuk Capt Souter 
and the few remaining men (se\ cn or eight) that 
ucrc taken nhic from the field were, after a de- 
tention of a montli in the adjoining villages, made 
over to IMahoramcd Akbar Klian and sent to f!io 
fort of Buddccabad in tlie Lnghmanaallej, uhcrc 
thej arrued on the IJfh of rchrtwty 
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We must now return to tlie Greneral and his 
party. At daybreak on the 13 th the Sirdar had 
again changed his mind ; and instead of following 
up the troopsj he decided to move to the position 
they had vacated, and remain there during the 
day ; and should the ladies and officers left at 
Khoord Cabul arrive in the evening, that all 
should start the next morning over the mountains 
to the valley of Lughman, north of Jellalabad. 
At 8 A. M., they mounted their horses ; and with 
the Sirdar and his party rode down the pass, 
wliich bore fearful evidence to the last night’s 
struggle. They passed some 200 dead bodies, 
many of them Europeans ; the whole naked, and 
covered with large gaping wounds. As the day 
advanced, several poor wretches of Hindostanees 
(camp followers, who had escaped the massacre of 
the night before) made their appearance from 
behind rocks and within caves, where they had 
taken shelter from the mm'derous knives of the 
Affghans and the inclemency of the climate. 
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They had been stripped of all they possessed; 
and few could crawl more than a few yards, being 
frostbitten in the feet. Here Johnson found 
two of his servants ; the one had his hands and. 
feet frostbitten, and had a fearful sword' cut 
across one hand, and a musket ball in his stomach; 
the other had his right arm. completely cut 
through the hone. Both were utterly destitute 
of covering, and liad npt tasted food for five days. 

This sufHces for a sample of the sufferings of 
the survivors. 

About four o’clock Sultan Jan (a cousin of the 
Sirdar) arrived with the ladies and gentlemen ; also 
liieut. hlelvillc of the 54th, and jSIr, ^lagrath, 
surgeon of the 3Tth, both of whom had been 
wounded between Khoord Cabul and Tezecn. 
A large party of cavalry accompanied Sultan 
Jan, both AtTghan and our irregular horse, who 
had deserted, as before mentioned. 

\Aih . — "We marched twcnty-foxir miles toICutz- 
i-Mahommed All Klian : started at about 9 A.M. ; 
the Sirdar with Gen. Elphinstone ; Brig. Shelton, 
and Capt. Johnson bringing np tlic rear. 

*We travelled over a dreadfully rough road; 
some of the ascents and descents were fearful to 
look at, and at first sight appeared to be intprac* 
ticjihlc. Tlic' whole road was a continuation of 
rocks and stones, over which the camels had great 
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difficulty in making tlicir way ; and particularly 
in tlie ascent of the Adi*ak-Bndrak pass, where I 
fonnd it requisite to hold tight on by the mane, 
lest the saddle and I should slip off together. 

Had we travelled under happier auspices, I 
should probably have been foolish enough to have 
expressed ffiar, not having even a saccs to assist me. 
Still I could not but admire the romantic tortuous 
defile we passed tlirough, being the bed of a 
mountain torrent, wliicli we exchanged for the 
terrific pass I have mentioned, and which was 
rendered doubly fearful by constant stoppages 
from those in front, Avhich appeared to take 
place at the most difficult spots. 

At the commencement of the defile, and for 
some considerable distance, we passed 200 or 300 
of our miserable Hindostanees, who had escaped 
up the unfrequented road from the massaere of 
the 12th. They were all naked, and more or less 
frostbitten: wounded, and starving, they had set fire 
to the bushes and grass, and linddled all together 
to impaii; warmth to each other. Subsequently 
we heard that scarcely any of these iDOor wretches 
escaped from the defile : and that driven to the 
extreme of hunger they had sustained life by 
feeding on then.’ dead comrades. 

The wind blew bitterly cold at our bivouac ; for 
the inhabitants of the fort refused to take us in ; 
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stating tliat ive were Kaffirs Wo thereforo rolled 
onr elves up as warm as we could , and with our 
saddles for piUowB braved the elements Gen 
Elphmstone, Brig Shelton, and Johnson con- 
sidered themselves Imppy when one of the Atfghans 
told them to accompany hun into a wretched cow - 
shed, which was fiUed v ith dense smohe from 
a blazing fire in the centre of the hut Thc^c 
officers and Sir Melville were shortly after invited 
by Mabommed Ahbar IChan to dine T\ith him 
and lus party in the fort The reception room 
was not much better than that thej had left 
they had, howe\ er, a capital dinner, some cups of 
tea, and luxurious rest at night, the room liaMiig 
been well heated by a blazing fire witli plenty of 
smohe, with no outlet for either heat or smoke, 
except through the door and a siUall circular hole 
in the roof 

I 5 tk January — A bitterly cold wind blowing, 
wc started at Y A.51 , cro ^cd two branches of 
the Punjshir nver, which was not only deep, but 
exceedingly rapid Ihe chiefs gave us cverj 
as istancc Mahommed Akbar IClian earned IMr’ 
Waller o>cr behind him on his own horse One 
rode by me to keep horse’s head i\ ell up the 
stream Tlie Affgbans made great exertions to 
save both men and animals struggling m the 
water, but in spite of all tlicir cndcaivnirs fi%o 
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unfortunates lost tlicir lives. We passed oyer 
mail)" ascents and declivities ; and at about 3 1’. ]\i. 
aiTrivcd at Tighrcc, a fortified town in the rich 
valley of Lugliraan ; having travelled twenty miles 
over a most barren country, without a blade 
of grass or drop of water until we approached 
Tighrcc. Our route lay along a tract of country 
considerably higher than Lughnmn, witli scarcely 
a footpath visible the whole way. The road was 
good for any hind of carriage. We passed over 
the Plain of j\Icthusalch ; and saw at a short, dis- 
tance the Ivubber-i-Lamccb, a celebrated place 
of pilgrimage, about two miles from Tighrcc 
and twenty-five from JcUalabad. 

The Sirdar desired the General, the Brigadier, 
and Johnson to take up their quarters with him, 
whilst the ladies and the other gentlemen wci’c 
located in another fort. 

A great number of Hindu Bunneahs reside 
at Tighree. We went to the fort of Gholab 
Moyenoodeen, who took j\'Irs. Sturt and myself to 
the apartments of his mother and wife. Of course 
we could not imderstand much that they said ; but 
they evidently made much of us, pitied our con- 
dition, told us to ask them for any thing we 
required, and before parting they gave us a lump 
of goor filled with pistaches, a sweetmeat they are 
themselves fond of. 
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I6th, — Halted. Tliey tell us wc arc here only- 
thirty miles from Jellalabad, It being Sunday, wc 
read prayers from a Bible and Prayer Booh that 
were picked up on the field at Bhoodkinfc. The 
sen ice was scarcely finished when a clannish rov. 
commenced. Some tribes from a neighbouring 
fort who had a blood tend ^ith the chiefs with us 
came against the fort ; a few juzails w ere fired ; 
there was great talking and noise ; and then it 
was all over. 

X'lth, — Early in. the morning we were ordered 
to prepare to go higher up the valley . Thus all 
hopes (faint as they w ere) of going to Jellalabad 
were annihilated, and we plainly saw tint, what- 
c\cr might be said, we were airtually prisoners, 
until such time as Sale shall evacuate Jellalabad, 
or the Dost be permitted by our goa ernraent to 
return to this countiy% 

'We had a little liail this morning ; and sliortly' 
after, at about nine o’clock, we started, and 
travelled along the a alley, which was a con- 
tinuation of forts, until we a^ri^cd at Buddec- 
ahad (about eight or nine miles) : it is sitmted 
almost at the top of the \ alley, and clo=c to the 
first range of hills tow ards Ivafiiristan. 

Six rooms, forming two sides of an inner stjuarc 
or citadel, arc appropriated to us ; and a tjKbain 
to the soldiers. Tins fort is tlic largest in the 
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valley, and is quite ; it belongs to l\Ialioinnicd 
Shall Klinn: it has a deep ditch and a fansse- 
braye all round. The vails of mud are not very 
thiclc, and are built up with planks in tiers on the 
inside. The buildings vc occiqiy arc those in- 
tended for the chief and his favourite wife; those for 
three other wives are in the outer court, and have 
not yet been roofed in. '\Ye number 9 ladies, 20 
gentlemen, and 14 children. In the tykhana are 
17 European soldiers, 2 Eurojican women, and 1 
child (]\Irs. lEadc, j\Irs. Burnes, and little 
Stoker). 

jMahommed Akliar Khan, to our horror, has 
informed us that only one man of our force has 
succeeded in reaching Jellalabad (Dr. Brydon of 
the Shah’s force : he was wounded in two places). 
Thus is verified what we were told before leaving 
Cabul ; " that iSIahommed Akbar would annihilate 
the whole array, except one man, who sliould 
reach Jellalabad to tell the tale.” 

Dost Mahommed Klian (the brother of Ma- 
hommed Shah Klian) is to have charge of us. 
Our parties were divided into the different rooms. 
Lady Macnaghten, Cajot. and jMi’s. Anderson 
and 2 children, Capt. and Mrs. Boyd and 2 
children, Mrs. Mainwaring and 1 child, with 
Lieut, and Mrs. Eyre and 1 claild, and a 
European girl, Hester Macdonald, were in one 



288 


LADY sale’s journal 


rendered nauseous by ba\'ing quantities of rancid 
gbcc poured oyer it, such as in India we should 
have di'sdamed to U‘?e for our lamps 

2lst — The weather cleared up at noon Major 
Pottinger is said to have received information 
that Zeman Shah Khan and all the Dooranecs 
liave surrendered to Shah Shoojah, and that lus 
Majesty n as at the bottom of the whole afF ur to 
turn us out of Afighanistan 

22nd — I heard from Sale, dated thclStli- Our 
force can hold out at Jellalahad for six nionth<^ 
It lb calculated that Col Wylde must be at Jcl- 
lalabad to-day with 5000 men Gen PoIIoch is 
coming with an army aero‘s the Punjab 

We hear that IMahommcd AKhar Ins been 
offered the Sirdar-i-sirdaranec , but has refused it 
He IS said to be gone, or going, to the Khj ber 
23'rd, Sunday — After prayers ifaliommcd 
jVkbar Khan and Sultan J in paid in a i mt the 
latter took charge of a letter from me for Sole lie 
told me that Abdool Guffoor Ivlnn saj s tint S de 
IS quite well 

They say tint Slnh Shoojah deimndcd Co- 
noll) and three other hostages to he gi\cn up 
to him to put them to death , but Zeman Shah 
Khan refused 

24//( — A da) or tuo ago the Sirdir sent some 
chintz to be dii iclcd amongst ii- A second qinn- 
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tlt5’^ was to-day given out ; and we are. working 
hard that we may enjoy the luxury of gettijig on 
a clean suit of clothes. There arc very few of 
us that are not co-vered Avith craAYlcr.s ; and, al- 
though my daughter and I have as yet escaped, 
we are in fear and trerahling. 

It is noAV said that the General gave Anderson’s 
horse permission to go over to the enemy : a cir- 
cumstance that does not at all agi'cc Avith his con- 
duct on the day folloAving our taking protection ; 
Avhen he Avished for Anderson’s rctAirn lest the 
men should desert. 

Dost hlahomnied Khan took Mrs. Trevor’s boys 
and some of the gentlemen out Avalldng in the 
sugar-cane fields near the fort, Avhich they enjoyed 
very much. 

25tli . — The Sirdar sent eight pieces of long cloth 
to be cliAudcd amongst us. I fancy he is gene- 
rous at little cost ; and that it is all a jjart of the 
plunder of om* camp. He is said to have received 
letters from the IQiyber stating that our force 
has been defeated there ; tAVO guns taken, and 
some treasAire : and that Mackeson is shut up in 
All Musjid Avith 300 men. 

26^7i. — As soon as the Buklrraeed is over, Shah 
Shoojah is to send 4000 men, and all the guns Ave 
• left in Cabul, against Jellalabad. A Mussulman 
force is also noAV at Balabagh. 


o 
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jSIabommed Akbar Klian has had a private 
conference Tvith Major Pottinger j of vrhich no 
account has transpired. TTe had two shocks of 
earthquake at night, 

27M. — A report that Sale has made another 
sally, and has taken a number of pri'ioncrs. I 
heard from him to-day : he has sent me my chest 
of drawers, with clothes, &c. : they w ere all per- 
mitted to come to mo une'^amined, I had also an 
opportunity of writing to him by Abdool Guflbor 
Khan, who brought them to me. I was rejoiced 
to see any one I had known before; and especially 
one who was well inclined towards the English, 
though nominally on the side of Akbar. 

The irregular cavalry ha%c had their 
horses and ea cry thing taken awaj from them; 
and have been turned adrift, I wrote to Sale, 
but my note did not go, 

5th . — My note to Sale was sent to-day. I got 
another from him dated the 29th, and replied 
to it. 

9f/t. — We hear tint all our horses arc to he taken 
away ; as also our gcr\ant3. Bain to-day, os if the 
clouds w ept for our mi-fortuncs. 

lOM. — I rccchcd boxes from Sale, with many 
incful things; and also books, which arc a great 
treat to n^. I wrote to him, hut fear my letter 
will not reach Iiim, os all notes tint came for us 
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Vcrc kept ‘back by tbc Sirdar; wlio is very angry, 
liaving detected a private cossid between Capt. 
Maegregor and ]\Iajor Pottingcr : if we behave ill 
again, tlie Sirdar says, woe will betide ns. Abdool 
Gruffoor again came to sec ns; and I had again the 
comfort to hear that Sale Avas avcH. Wc had 
rain to-day. jMajor Grriffith arrived, Avith hlr. 
BlcAvitt. 

Major Griffith tells me, that on the morning of 
the 13th, at daylight, the miserable remains of 
the force, redneed to about 100 Europeans of 
all ranks, including 20 officers, Avorn out Avith 
fatigue and hunger, and encumbered Avith A'cry 
many wounded, some on horseback and some on 
foot, Avere, Avheu Avithin four miles of the bridge of 
Gundamuk, surrounded by a considerable number 
of the enemy both horse and foot. They had only 
thirty-five muskets and but little ammunition re- 
maining ; finding it impossible to proceed further, a 
position Avas taken up on a hill to the left of the 
road; and a parley opened Avitli the enemy by means 
of AvaAung a white cloth. This produced a cessation 
of the firing; and brought four or fiAm men up to as- 
certain the cause. It Avas unanimously agreed that 
he (Major Griffith), as senior officer of the painty, 
should go to the chief, and endeavour to make some 
terms for the peaceful march of the party to Jella- 
labad. He accordingly Avent, accompanied by Mr. 

O 2 
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Blewitt as interpreter, escorted bj one or tvro of the 
enemy On reachmg the clucf, they -were burned 
off witbont his gumg them the opportunity of 
inaUing any proposal The \a.< sight Jtlajor Griffith 
had of the party he had left, they appeared to be 
engaged in hostilities with the Affghans who«e 
numbers had gradually increased He afterwards 
understood that the wa^s mg of a loonghcc la con 
sidered by tfiem as an act of unconditional sur- 
render and as oui party u oidd not give up their 
arms, the Affghans re'^orted to force , but u ere 
driven off the hill for the time Tlio few natu cs 
who had accompanied us go far did not go up the 
lull , but kept the road, and were «<ccn to be plun- 
dered by the enemy Tins he u as afterwards told 
by Capt Soutcr , wlio u as brought to the a illagc of 
Tootoo some hours after Major Griffith was taken 
there This Milage was between two and three 
miles to the right of the scene of action The 
samo cicnmg Major Griffith and !Mr Blewitt were 
taken to the IQnn’'- fort, four or fire miles further 
on tlic lulls , where thej found three or four Euro- 
pean soldier*’, uho had escaped from the ^laughter, 
u minded and taken prwoncr* Some dajs after 
fi\c more Europeans a>crc brought in, who had 
proceeded in ntl\ aucc of our part) ^fajor Griffith 
opened a commumcation w it!i Jclhlalnd , anti wa** 
in greit hopes of effecting the release of tlie [>n- 
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soiiers on ransom : but, owing to the jealous^’’ and 
suspicion of tlie Khan Gliobam Jan Uzbezee, in 
wdiose power they were, nothing could be arranged. 
At last, after twenty days’ confinement, he allowed 
one of their party, Serg. -Major Lisson, 37th N. I., 
to proceed to J ellalabad, and endeavour to explain 
matters. The party in all consisted of ten : two 
of these died, and Capt. Souter was left wounded 
at Tootoo. 

The man who acoompanied the Sergeant-Major 
returned the third day, and told them all was right. 
He was understood to liave received 500 rupees 
as tbe ransom of the Sergeant-Major, who re- 
mained at Jellalabad. The party had strong 
hopes of liberation : but unfortunately tlie Sirdar, 
Mahommed Akbar EThan, heard of their being 
prisoners and sent to demand them. After some 
hesitation it was agreed to; and tbey were marched 
off to Charbagb to the Sirdar, and from thence 
to Buddeeabad. 

Major Grifi&tbs was severely wounded in the 
right arm on the 8th of January, just at the 
entrance of the Edioord Cabul pass ; and, from 
want of dressing, the wound had become very 
painful the day he was taken prisoner. 

IH/t. — Rain. We hear that the force under 
Col. Wylde have fallen back on PeshaAver ; that 

o 3 
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Gen. Avitabile, the Sikli General with them, has 
been obliged to retreat to Attock. 

I had again an opportunity, and wrote to Sale. 

To-day all arms have been taken front the 
officers, on a promise that they shall be re&torcd 
when we go away. I took poor Sturt’s sword 
myself and begged that the Sirdar would keep, it 
himself ; that we might be sure of its rcbtomtion, 
as being invaluable to his widow. Do&t Slahom- 
med IChan, Abdool Guffoor Khan, de*'ircd 
me to keep it myself; acting in the handsomest 
manner, and evincing much feeling on the oc- 
casion. 

12fh. — The snow at Tezeen is reported to 
be knee-deep. A very dhmal day, with gentle 
rain at night. The Europeans, who hav c aniv cd, 
arc aU full of tales regarding cacli individual’s 
escape. Six of them, amongst whom v\ as Serg.- 
Major Lisson, of the 3Tth K. I., at daj light on 
the morning after the final struggleatGundanmk, 
found themselves about a mile and lialf on tlic 
Jcllalabad side of Gundamuk; and pcrcciv ing some 
GUiizycs coming over the edge of a hill, they be- 
took themselves to a cav c in the ncighl)ourlioo<!, 
where they contriv cd to conceal themselves until 
about 11 A if. ; when their retreat vv as betrayed 
by the neighing of a horse belonging to one 
of the men, which caused them to be dWcovered 
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b)’’ a party of the enemy wlio were passing near 
the month of the cave. These men came xij), and 
told them to come outside ; wliich they refused to 
do: the Ghilzyes then offered them Ijrcad, pro- 
vided they would pay for it: and they 1 1ms pro- 
cured three nans for forty-six rupees ! The 
enemy then agaui ordered them to come out of 
the cave; and thej’’ replied, “ In tlic evening, when 
it gets dusk, we will come outside.” They were 
watched till then; and at that time gave themselves 
up. They wci'c immediately rifled of all the 
money, &c. they possessed ; and then taken to a 
fort in the neighbourhood, and afterwards trans- 
ferred to anothci*, whore they found jN'Iajor 
Griffiths ; and from Avhenec Lisson was despatched 
to Jellalabad, to treat for terms of ransom, as 
before mentioned. 

13fh. — A line day. Not content Avith the 
arms given up, they jjretcnd our servants have 
others, and a general search took place to-day ; 
when all the poor wi’etches were fleeced of the 
few rupees they had succeeded in securing on 
their persons. 

— This is the day that Mahommed Alffiar 
Klian is to go over the river tOAA’’ards J ellalabad to 
attack it. The 13th sent a c[uantity of clothes 
for distribution amongst the gentlemen. I re- 
ceived a large packet of letters, both from my 
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family in tKe provinces, and al o from England, 
but no note from Sale , so the Sirdar is still angr} 
about the pn\atc corrc'^pondcncc It was a veiy 
foolish attempt, for there was no news of con e- 
qucnce to send , and rowsmg the Sirdar’s su'^picion 
IS not the way to make lum hind to ns 

\5th — Firing of heavy guns distinctly heanl 
to-^y, suppo'sed to be a ‘^alute at JcIIalabad 
Shah Shoojali is said to be still in the Bala IIi '»ar, 
and Zeman Shah Khan witli \meiioollah Khan 
in the city Tliey are said to be raising a force 
to be sent bj tlio former against Jellalabad , whicli 
force IS to be commanded by Ins son Futteli Jung 
To-da) wc hear that our horses arc not to be 
taken away from us , and every thing is to be 
done to make us comfortable Tlicrc is an old 
adage, that Fair words butter no par-nip's ’ 

\lih — Tlic ground was cm ered nith snow 
at daybreak, which continued to fall ail daj, 
and also at night At breakfast-timc wc dis- 
tinctly heard the report from three guns, and 
about half an hour afterwards three or four hcavj 
di'^cliargcs of mu‘»kctry 

— Dost iMahomracd Ivhan came with lus 
eon, tlic fimily Imc all armed at a neighbour- 
ing fort in this >*allc) There is a report tint 
Sale has chupaoed Jlahommcd Akbar Khan’s 
camp at Charbagh, and cut up fifty of bis men 
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l9tJi. — I heard from Sale. A friend writes me 
that there will be no relief before April. At 
noon I was on the toj) of the house ; when an 
awful earthquake took plaee. I had gone up 
stairs to see after my clothes : for, servants being- 
scai-ce, we get a sweeper, who also acts as .«accs, 
to wash for us : and I hang them up to dr}’- on 
the flat roof: we dispense with starch and iron- 
mg; and in om- jjresent situation we must learn to 
do every thuig that is useful. But to return to 
the earthquake. For some time I balanced myself 
as well as I could ; till I felt the roof was giving 
way. I fortunately succeeded in removing from 
my position before the roof of our room fell iai 
■with a dreadful crash. The roof of the stairs 
fell in as I descended them ; but did me no in- 
jm-y. All my anxiety was for hlrs. Stm-t ; but I 
coixld only see a heap of rubbish. I was nearly 
bewildered, when I heard the joyful sound, 
“ Lady Sale, come here, all are safe ; and I 
foimd the whole party uninjm-ed in the court- 
yard. Wlien the earthquake first commenced in 
the lulls in the upper part of the valley, its pro- 
gress Avas elearly defined, coming doAvn the valley, 
and thi'OAving up dust, like the action of exploding 
a mine. — I hope a soldier’s wife may use a soldier’s 
simile, for I know of nothing else to lil^en it to. Our 
walls, and gateways, and corner towers, are all 

o 5 
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family m the prowces, and al o from England, 
but no note from Sale , so the Sirdar is still angrj 
about the private correspondence It was a a cry 
foolish attempt, for there wis no news of con=»c 
quence to send , and rousing the Sirdar’s suspicion 
IS not the way to make him kind to us 

16fft — Einng of heavy guns distinctly heard 
to-day, Buppo'^ed to bo a ‘?alutc at tTelhlabad 
Shah Shoojah is said to be still in the Bah Hi«=iar , 
and Zenian Shah Klian with \mcnoollah Khan 
in the city They arc said to he rai'smg a force 
to be sent b) tbc former against Jcllolabad , whieli 
force IS to be commanded by his son ruttcli Jung 
To-day we hear tliat onr horses arc not to be 
taken away from us , and every thing is to be 
done to make us comfortable Tiicre is an old 
adage, that “ Eair words butter no par-mp^ ” 

17i/i — The ground uas co\crcd uath snow 
at dayhrcik, which continued to fall all daj, 
and al^o at night At hrcakfast-timc wc dis- 
tinctly heard the report from three guns, and 
about half an hour aftenvards three or four heavy 
discharges of musketry 

18M — Eo«t hlahommcd Klnn came ivith hn 
son, the family Ime all amieil at a neighbour- 
ing fort in this volley There js a report tint 
Sale has chupaoed iMahommcil Aklnr IClnn’s 
camp at Charhagh, and cut up fifty of his men 
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mudi shaken, or actually thrown down. Wo had 
*it least twenty-five shocks before dark , and about 
fifteen more during the night, which wc spent 
in the courtyard The end wall of the room Lady 
^lacnaghtea and party were m has sunk about 
two feet, and all the beams haae started 

20t/t — I ivrote to Sale, to tcU Imn we were 
all safe At 3 in the morning w e had a pretty 
smart shock , and constant ones, some 8C^ ere, and 
many very “^hgUt, on an avenge every haJf hour 
ail day, and five ox six alight ones at night 
The gentlemen gave up their largest room to my 
party, who were utterly roofle^i; Nearly ail the 
others slept outside but wo had only ouc crack 
in the roof of our room, caused hy part of the 
wall fallmg on it The cold outside was mteme , 
and the dew completely saturated the bed clothes 
last mght added to w luch, should the buildings 
come down, wc were safer ibovc, for the jard w w 
so crammed that, in case of iccidcnt, half the 
people below must be crusbed. 

2\st — At 1 m the mo ruing a slurp diotk 
made U3 run to the door Wc liad numerous 
ahght, and three or four prettj good siiocks lht> 
became mote frequent in the e\ uiing Tart of ouc 
party made awnings m the court-) ird to sleep 
under, butiirs Sturt and m)fcclf still pafiraal 
tlic house as safest 
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Dost Mahouunecl Klian brought workmen to 
clear away the debris. He tells us oiu’ fort is the 
best of forty that have suffered in this -Nailley ; and 
that many ai'e enthely thrown down. In one, a 
tower fell, and crushed five women and a man : 
others have not a wall remainmg. 

We have various reports regarding Jcllalabad ; 
— that it has been talcen, that the walls and all the 
defences ai’e thrown down, &c. 

Dost Mahommed says that a man was sent as a 
spy to Jellalabad : that Maegregor sent for him ; 
and, with Side, took the man round to show him 
the state of the place : that two bastions had sunk 
a httle ; but that they were not only able to with- 
stand jMahoinmed Akbai’, but, if he came against 
them, they would meet him in the plain. It is 
said that Mahommed Akbar intends sending Gen. 
Elphinstone away if he can get a palkee. Lady 
Macnaghten has req[nested she may go with him ; 
being, she says, differently circmnstanced from the 
rest, who have most of them their husbands with 
them. Ifot even an animal’s life was lost in our 
earthquake (^I mean at our fort). Lady M.’s cat 
was buried in the ruins, and duo" out again. 

22d. My wounds are q^uite healed. We had 
earthquakes day and night ; less severe, but equally 
Sequent. A prop was put up in our room to sup- 
port the broken roof. We experienced 
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sliock in tiiQ eveimg like a lica\ 7 ^ rolled o\cr 
our heads. Some large pieces of liilis lia'ie fallen, 
and immense masses of btone, I miss some large 
upright stones on the hills tluit divide us from 
ICaffiristan, and that looked in the distance like 
large obelisks. 

23d. — This has been a v cry close and gloomy 
day ; earthfjuakes frefiuent, and some i ery sh.arp 
ones. "We hear that, at Charbagh, 120 Affghan‘<, 
and 20 HindostJuiecs nere buried in the ruiu«. 

Capt. Bygrave arri\ ed,u ith one of his feet se\ crely 
fro&t'blttca : were all rejoiced to sec Inui, ha» ing 

long BUppo&ed he had shared the fate of the many. 
On the 12th of January”, perceiving that our 
army was utterly annilulated, he left the ro.\d at 
midnight, turned to the left, and took to the 
mountains’, where he was out fcCveu dajs ami 
nights. During a part of this time he was accom- 
panied by Sir. Bancss. the merchant from Delhi, 
who had witli liim a simdl bag containing coflee; 
on tUia tbc) subsisted, taking each about six grains 
a day. When this w.is spent BancsS proceeded on ; 
and wc afterwards heard that he got to .TciLilabad, 
but so worn out with fatigue tlwt he only .jirivcd 
to die. Capt, grave BuiTcrcil greatly from 
Jiavhig his feet frost-bitten; be however contrivcti 
at d.\) light in tlie uiornijjg of the lOtU to reach 
Nizam IDnn’s vill.vge, KiUed Kntcli Soorkh.»b, 
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about four miles north of Gundamuk, and twenty- 
eight from Jellalabad. Here he remained (plundered 
of course of what little money he had about him) 
until the 14th of February ; when he was sent for 
to the Indian camp, then about six miles from 
Jellalabad. He had been demanded some days 
previously ; but Nizam Khan refused to give him 
up until the arrival of the second messenger, 
accompanied by two mounted followers, when he 
Avas obhged to comply. Bygrave reached the 
Sirdar’s camp in the afternoon of the 15th, and 
remained there Avith him till the 21st, on Avhich 
day he started for Buddeeabad ; and has, as before 
remarked, this day joined the other prisoners. 

24^/^. — YeryfeAV shocks, and those gentle ones: 
but all last night, and great part of to-day, par- 
ticularly late in the evening, there Avas a tremulous 
motion as of a ship that has been heavily struck 
by a sea, generally feehng as if on the larboard 
quarter, and accompanied by a sound of water 
breaking against a vessel. At other times Ave have 
just the undulatory motion of a snalce in the water : 
but the most uncommon sensation Ave have expe- 
rienced has been that of a heavy ball rolling over 
our heads, as if on the roof of our individual room, 
accompanied by the sound of distant thmider. 

Abdool Ghyas Khan came to Buddeeabad. The 
report is, that Sultan Jan Avas s** Aforo 
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yesterday witii 1000 men to make a false attack 
on Jellalabad; in which, on retreating, he lost 
three men. Yesterday he was sent to repeat the 
experiment, an ambuscade being planted bj ]Ma- 
hommed Akhar’s order; and it is said that our 
troops were led on to the spot in pursuit of the 
fugitives; and that the enemy Ijiug in ambush 
attacked them, and cut up a whole regiment, of 
which only tliree men escaped to tell the talc .it 
Jellalabad. 

General Pollock with 5000 men is said to ha\e 
arrived at Pcaliawer, as commander of the forces 
in Affghanistan, and with full political |>owcr. 
The news came from a merchant, who Iias Just 
arrived from Pcsluiwer. 

25f/i. — The earth is still un(iuiet, consUmtlj 
trembling, with reports like explosions of gun- 
powder, but no Ee\ ere shock'^. 

We hear that the c.uup followers u e pJUsscd on 
tiic road are eating the bodies of those tli.it die : 
eventually they must hike their turn; for froot- 
bittcu as they arc, they ncicr can leave the places 
wc saw them at, 

27/A. — A man has arrived who confirms tlic 
report of a fight, four days ago, at Jcllal.ib.id : 
and says four of llio 13lh arc killed, and four 
taken prisoners ; hut they do not know v\ lietlicr 
they are officers or men. Sultan Jan is said to 
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have had a narrow escape, all his men having 
been cut up. 

Earthquakes very frequent, but not severe, 
though worse than yesterday. 'The Ameer Dost 
Mahommed is reported to be on his way up from 
the provinces with the army ; others say he has 
escaped from Ferozepore. 

28^/i. — In consequence of a message from the 
Sh’dar, our guards are doubled. The Mirza Bowa- 
deen Klian is to go to him to-morrow. It is 
said 8000 men are coming from Cabul. A smart 
shock of an earthquake about 9 o’clock in the 
evening; and during the night several slight 
ones. 

March Isf. — The Mirza went to the Sirdar. 
Nothing has transpired. A smart double shock in 
the morning, with slight tremulous motion. 

3?’fZ & Aith. — Earthquakes as usual. To-day 
every servant that is frost-bitten or unable to 
work has been turned out of the fort : they were 
stripped first of all they possessed. I received two 
notes from Sale, dated the 11th and 16 th. 

5th. — At 3 A.M. tm’ned out of bed by a smart 
shock of an earthquake. Three continuous ones 
at breakfast-time. Futteh Jung is reported to 
be at Tighree. 

8^Zt. — A letter arrived from Mahommed Akbar 
Khan; stating that the King has written to 
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desire tiiat tbe force at Jellalabad may be ■with- 
drawn, and that Futteh J'ung ia on bis way down 
with 8000 men. It is stated that iilacgrcgor 
has refused to receive the King’s messenger; and 
that our force have arm ed at Jujurood. 

P/A. — Several slight shoclvs at night; after 
which, great screaming and alarm. Husnoo, a 
sweeper, hemg a disappointed man, attempted to 
strangle Kooberia, a vv Oman of the same east* Ihc 
gentlemen searched every corner; and the delin- 
quent Iiad to Jump down the wall; in doing 
which he seriously injured his back. Tlicro was 
no other mode of cs^cape, as v\ o arc aln ays locked 
into the square at night, 

10th. — The AiTglvans gave 3tlr. Uusnoo a des- 
perate flogging ; and had it not been for the offi- 
cers, would have lumged liim afterwards: he was, 
however, stripped, and turned out of the fort 
11 Dost jMaliommcd Kh.'Ui came. Khod.i 
Bukch, the Iialf-brotJicr of Jfahommed Shab, lias, 
wc arc told, left the Sirdar, w hoac jjarty is breaking 
up ; and he is supposed to be trying to get Major 
Pottinger to make some tenna for him with "Mao* 
gregOT, and for him to join the English ngatmt 
the King. Cok F.dincr lias seivt down to Mac- 
gtegor the terms on which he will surrender at 
Ghtiznee; but jMaegregor refuses to ratify them; 
and lutf forwarded them to Gcu. Pollock, through 
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the Sirdar, who has sent them here to Pottinger. 
Meantime the garrison at Ghuznee are to be 
provisioned by the chiefs. Dost Mahommed says 
that the Kin g has written to Macgregor to vacate 
JeEalabad; and at the same time sent, by the 
bearer of the letter, a verbal commnnication not 
to do so. The messenger had a long conver- 
sation with Macgregor, and then started sharp for 
Cabul, passing Mahommed Akbar Khan’s camp at 
night; Avho, on his part, was expecting to catch 
him in the morning, and possess himself of the 
letters. 

The Mu’za Bowadeen Khan is getting a j)aper 
signed by ns aE, to say he has treated us well : 
from whence we suspect he thinks our pai’ty wEl 
eventnaEy gain the ascendant. 

The Sirdar sent to Lady Macnaghten to say that 
if she did not require the services of three Hindos- 
tanee saceses that are in another fort, he will send 
them, Avith the KesaEah, to Peshawer on rafts, the 
day after to-morrow : a demonstration of civEity 
without meaniag. .The saceses are useless at a 
distance ; and she does not requhe grooms for the 
horses that have been taken from her, either by 
hun or Mahommed Shah Khan. 

13^/j. — Earthquakes as usual. There has been 
a fight at J ellalabad. A party were sent out to 
mine : Sale, having intelEgence of them intention. 
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planted an ambu&b. The enemy were first at- 
tacked from the fort ; and when they fled, they 
fell into the ambuscade, and were cut to pieces. 
Numbers of woimded Afighaus have come into 
tills and the neighbouring forts. 

Idth. — Eartluxuakcs in plenty. Sirs, Bo} d w as 
confined early tliis morning ; adding another to oui* 
list of female capt^^e3. In the evening ^Ulghaiis 
came in with many reports ; coufiniiing tlie ac- 
count tliat there have been tlirce figlxts, in wlucli 
the Afghans have been n orated j that alter the 
last battle !Mahomnied .tVkbar ICIian in his rcticat 
was fired at by an Affghan, and wounded in the 
body and anus. 

The Afiglmns tell two talcs; one, that Shall 
Shoojali had bribed a man with a laUi of rupLCs to 
assassinate ^Vkbar ; tlic other, that Capt. Jfaegregor 
gave Abdool Guflbor Ivhan (^Vkbar’s cousin) the 
same sum to procure the like effect; and tlut 
Abdool and all his famUy Iwc been put to death. 

They &iy that Jlaliommcd ^Vkbar K]i.iu chafer 
like .vliou taken in the toils, uith lus three uound?, 
— for he was prcvioiialy wounded in the thigh, lie 
allowed no one but Molioamted SIuUi ICliati to 
enter Ills tent. 

\5th. — 1 u\wde \ery wwxwvu by w 

tiuit JclLil.ibad lawl been t.\ken ; it pro\etl to be a 
piece of wit, to imjiosc on thoco who were eager 
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for news. The Mirza^ as soon as he heard of it, 
left ’ Ins tent to come and assure me that it was 
false, and to recjuest I would not make myself un- 
happy- about it. 

Of authentic accounts the last are, that there 
was a hm^ between the Shdar’s camp and J ellala- 
bad, wliich Mahonmied Akbar wished to establish 
as an outpost, and intended taking possession of. 

Fighting Bob” (as Sale is called), having got 
intelligence of then intentions, sent a party of 
sappers and miners with supports during the 
night, who destroyed the work and returned ; and 
on the Shdar’s party’s arrival, they found their 
mtencled post annilulated. 

Fm’ther accounts regarding the Sirdar’s wound 
state, that it was purely accidental. A favourite 
Pesh Kliedmut, who had accompanied Mahommed 
Alcbar Khan to Bokhara, and had been with him 
m all his changes of fortune, was assisting him to 
dismount from his horse, when some part of his 
dress catclnng upon his fire-arms, they went off, 
and the Sirdar was woimded through the arm and 
lungs. One account states, that the unfortunate 
man was instantly cut to pieces ; another, that he 
was burnt aUve; and that to the last he took Ins 
oath on the Koran that the act was an accident. 
There is nothing too brutal or savage for Akbar 
to accomplish ; he is hiown to have had a man 
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flayed aH\c in ilia presence, commencing at the 
feet, and contintmig upvrards until the sufferer ivaa 
relieved by death. 

The Mirza has sent for nalbunds to shoe our 
horses ; and there seems to be an idea that we 
siiall not long remain here. We ha^e lately made 
oursehcsmoie comforbible: a temporary shed or 
two, composed of mats, ha^ c been erected since the 
great carthcjnake for tlic aecommoilation of those 
who were turned out of their rooms at that time, 
all of course at their own expense. IVe Iia\c aho 
got stools to sit upon, and cliar[> 0 }a instead of 
lying on the ground; and a cuja^a, witli boards 
nailed on it, serves me for .1 table — a decided 
luxury, there being but one otlier here. d/iVio, 
in this man's case, denominates a secretary ; he is 
a kind of under-jailor (Doot Mahommed Khan 
being the principal ouc), who isaucs out our allow- 
ance of food: to some he is chil, and lias been so 
tome: to some \cry rude; and lus c\en drawn 
Ids Icnife on one of the officer. 

18t/i. — We had two slight sluikcs, with rcjwrts 
like distant guns or thunder in the moniing; and 
another during prajers at night. Tlic Mirr-i 
Bowadeen ICluin is to loa\c ns the iliy after to- 
morrow’. The servants lia\c a rci>ort tliat there 
lia\e been so end engagements, in which Sale 
lias been •victorious ; ilut the Sinkir is woundcil 
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ill two places ; and that the married people are 
all to he sent to Jellalabad, and the bachelors to . 
Cabul. 

19th . — No earthquake to-day. The Mirza is 
ordered off; and the Nazir of Mahommed Shah 
Khan is come in his place: that is, he is to be our 
sub-jailor. Dost Mahommed Edian being the prin- 
cipal one, and answerable for our safe custody to 
Mahommed Shah Edian, his brother, who rules 
all Mahommed Akbar Khan’s councils. 

The Nazir begins well : says the Mu’za cheated 
us of our allowance ; that two sheep and twenty 
fowls are to be distributed daily, one seer of ottali, 
and one of rice to each room, with ghee in pro- 
portion ; and that we are to have keshmish, sugar, 
and tea, monthly. 

It is further reported that the Sirdar never in- 
tended the servants to be sent away ; and that it 
was done by the Mirza in hopes of obtaining 
plunder. However, to do him justice, he sent to 
Capt. Lawrence, desh-Ing him to make it known 
that the servants’ money was unsafe ; and that 
• those who had any had better intrust it to the 
keeping of their masters. Now this he never 
Avould have done had he intended to fleece them. 
Dor myself I regret his going away ; as he was 
always very civil to me, getting me any little thing 
I required. 
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20</t. — During prayers (it being Sunday) about 
one o’clock Ave felt three distinct shocks. 

Numbers of cattle are being driven off towards 
the hills. The people are sending their families and 
property away from the village'*. The ^Iffghans 
say that it is only the wandering Ghilzye tnbcs 
ictuming, as is their wont in the spring of the 
year, towards Cabul ; having, as usual, wintered 
their flocks in the warmer chmate of the Lugh- 
man valley. 

— The no'xoz, or vernal equinox, ilr. 
Melville brought us a bouquet of narchaUscs, 
which we lilglily prized, for it is long since \>c 
have seen even a blade of grass. 

The report of to-day is, tliat troops haic at 
length arriied at Jellalabad; having lost 1000 out 
of 3000 men in forcing the XCliyher pass. AU tho 
forts about tills place are filling fast Mitliivoundcd 
men of Akbar’s army ; and skirmishes are said to 
take place dally at JcUalabad, in nblch we 
hear of the Sirdar being victorious. 

A nalbund is come to this fort, and is shoeing 
all our horses, we paying for the same. 
looks hkc preparation for a mo\e ; but wo trust it 
will not be a precipitate flight to Khoolloom '' 
ilalvoinmed ihbar Ivlian, as i\c baie heard it 
hinted. 
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Mr. Clarke is stated to have arrived at Pesli- 
awer. He is au active political fuuctionary, and 
just the man to set tilings to rights. 

Mahommed Akhar IChau sent 800 men to 
watcli the proceedings at Jcllalahad. Sale is said 
to have attacked them, and cut them to pieces. 
This is the Aftghan report ot‘ tonlay. 

23f7. — A report that the Sirdar is willing to go 
over to the English ; but that hlahommed Shah 
Klian is averse to the measure. 

Another report, that all the horses and ponies 
are sent for by the Sirdar, has caused a great 
commotion; which, however, has subsided, on 
the discovery that the Sirdar had sent to claim a 
blue horse he had lent Mr. llyley on the march, 
which he requires for liis artilleiy : it was an iron 
grey. 

An earthquake early in the morning, and many 
slight ones at nighti. 

Mahommed Shall Khan’s people are sounding us, 
to ascertain whetWer we shall be ransomed or not ; 
tahdng of a lakli and half as oiu’ value : the 
General, Major 1 ottinger, and Capt. Lawrence to 
remam until we are in safety, and their rupees in 
hand. A council of officers was held at the 
General’s regarding this same ransom business : 
which they refer to Maegregor. I protest against 
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bejj)g smpHcatcd in anj proceedings in wWcIi I 
have no vote. 

25M. — The Nazir says it was only a feeler, 
and it was a Lakh and half each that ^laliommcd 
Shah Khan ret^uircd from us. Perlmps this is 
only a piece of iVifglian wit. 

26M, — Letters from J ellalabad. The 3 1st, and 
9th Queen’s, a regiment of Dragoons, tuo of 
Native Cavalry, eight of Infantry, three cightecn- 
pounders, three nine-pounders, and bix six-pound- 
ers, are cx]>ectcd there on the liitof April. Getxwd 
fias been wounded. Abbott hit by a spent hall : 
all well, tixank Godf 

This news is \ery different from what we heard 
tliis morning, which w as that tiiotc left at Cabul 
and Ghuznee ha\ e been fccnt to Bokhara to be told 
as sla\ cs ; and that our turn w ould come next. 

The thermometer of our tpirits has risen 
greatly- IVc hear from JcUalahad that all at 
Cabul arc well, and that Ghuznee h.\s been 
obliged to surrender ; but tlial the ofiiccrs arc all 
well, safe, and taken c-are of* .la wc arc here. 

Earthquakes in the usual number. 

27t/t. — Easter Sunday. I w rote to Sale. Four 
eA.Ttl\(\ualvCS before hreakCost, and more at night, 

28/A. — Wc hear from an Aflglun, ju-t tome 
from JcUabb.xd, tlut two rtgimtnts lia\c left 
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Pesliawcr, and advanced two inarclics ; that Capt. 
MackesoUj political agent, lias bought ovei' the 
Ivhyhcmes; but that Gholab Sing, the Sheikh 
general, has claimed the honour of keeping the 
pass open for us. 

'2dth . — An Affghan reports that our troops have 
arrived at Lallpoor:ili. A trilling cartlupiakc at 
sunset ; the hills enveloped in clouds, which sud- 
denly assumed a lurid hue, and one sharp clap of 
thunder much resembling a gun was heard ; after 
which they cleared off. A little niiu about 8 i*. 
when it became very warm, and we ex])erieuccd a 
very hot night. 

ZOth. — Sultan Jan and jMahommed Shah Klian 
are (we hear) gone with 3000 men to oppose the 
troops coming up. Tin's force might annoy ours 
very much in the Cholali Khyber, between Lall- 
poorali and Ha/.ar'i-now. 

xVnothcr report is current to-day, that we arc to 
be off on Sunday for Jcllalabad. 

Heavy rain in the evening and at night, with 
rumblings and trilling shocks. 

olsif. — The weather has cleared up again. To- 
day’s report is, that we go on Monday to Tagow 
or Kaffiristan. The people arc becoming very 
civ’ll; ask if we will spare their lives, and are 
sending then’ women away. We tell them that 

p 
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iiU -who behave well to oa will have their pro- 
perty respected, and be well treated. 

They say that Sultan Jan la really gone nith 
3000 men to the Chohih Wilber; that our force 
coming up g^^cs no quarter; that the Aflgluna 
aent spies in tlio guise of country people, ^\^tIl 
things to sell, to sec wliat loot tlic Fcringheea had. 
They report that not only the soldiers, hut .dto the 
oflScers, are paclced cIo*o in £m.ill polls, without 
beds, chairs, Ublea, or any thing hut the ciothosou 
their baclvs. 

Ajiril Isf. — A famous hoax \^cnt round, that a 
letter had come from ^Licgicgor, tlut go\ eminent 
were going to ranaom us from rdoliauiincil Sholi 
lOian for tlircc laUis of rupees, and that uc were 
to lea%c Buddccabad on 'SVedneadoy ; that SuUoii 
Jan had been defeated in the IChjber, aud tlut 
^lahommcd Ahbar Khan hod fled to Cabu). 

Letters tlid actually arrive from Jcllolohid auh- 
fcoqucutl^, with vetj' conflicting accounts: Gen. 
Pollock not (aqicctcd till the Idih, 

A repijtt tlut ilohomincd Akbar hod with- 
draw n all his outposts, luid iiostUitics hod cco^jcd j 
tlut Dost Mohommed lud arrived at the Attock; 
and tlut as soon jis ho entered the countr)', 
all prisoners w’crc to be set at large, and our furto 
to quit the countiy, leaving the ^Vmccr Dost 
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.Muliommcd to prosecute his fortunes as best he 

IUll3^ 

Sale’s letter gives no intelligence of a public 
nature; but as he proposes getting more shoes 
made to send to me, it docs not look as if he ex- 
pected us to leave this country soon. 

3d . — A report that IMacgrcgor has seized a 
flock of 200 sheep, twenty hcail of cattle, ami 
twenty camels that were 2 )assing near Jellalabad; 
•that ]\Iahommed Akbar Khan, who it seems can- 
not have withdrawn his outposts, sent to seize our 
yaboos when they went out to wtiter, and planted 
a party for that purpose. Some of our people who 
went out early, saw them stealing along to their 
position, and immediately reported the circum- 
stance, when Sale planted an ambush of tAVO com- 
panies, one of Europeans and one native. They 
then sent out the animals as usual, and Avhen the 
Affghans pounced on their expected prey, they 
were attacked, and it is said 200 of them were 
kiUed. 

. 5th . — I wrote to Sale, but heard that the letter 
.will not go till to-morrow. We arc told that three 
chiefs at Jellalabad arc supplying our aimy with 
grain, leaving it at the gate at night. 

6th . — The Nazh' says that a brass six-pounder 
has been brought in from the EJiyber on a camel, 
and that it has. killed, two cameE bringing it to the 
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Sirdar’d camp; also, that they have brought izi 
thirty Europeans heads. Dost ^Mhlioinmed IQian 
has returned from Cabul ; Avhither the Sirdar sent 
him on busmcas; he reports that there is great 
commotion in Cabul; and he lias brought all SulUui 
Jan’s family back 'with iiira for safety, to the 
Lugluuan 'valley. The guu abo\e alluded to, is 
probably one takcu at AU Musjid ; and the Sirdar 
having brought it to liis caiuji, induces us to think 
that he lias gi\cu up the idea of defeuding the 
Khyhcr. 

l^ottinger gUea it as his opinion, that wc may 
probably remain here for six mouths. 

The Xazir tells us tlut the guu that has arrivtvl 
has been a mouth on the road, and has killed eii 
c*uuels ; tliat it is the one taken at Jumroad tluce 
months ago, 'when our people were out funiging; 
and tliat Zeman Klian luis ordered Sludi Slioojah to 
send a force down from Cabul. AVhat they arc 
going to do, and hy 'whom tlie troojvs are to he 
headed, wc know not ; hut onlj that the report is 
tliat a force lavs started, Tlic X.izir told PottingLr 
that the talk of our being ransomed at two hklu 
w,is only a feeler, to see what we would otlcr: 
tlut ISitaliuuuuul SluU Klvan would for that sum 
allow one gentleman to go to l\ahawer to treat 
with our parly iheTc; hut tlut Vottlngcr w ouU 
held answerable for lus s.Je relunu 
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Kews has just avm cd to the Nuzu* from the 
Ivaziiuchc)', Avlio is \Ylth the Sirdar, that all the 
ofticers at Ghuzuec are killed excci)t ciglit ; that 
our troops at Ivhelat-i-Gilzye liold their ground, 
thongk they have been attacked several times; 
that the garrison ut* Kandahar have made iVc- 
quent sallies, and scoured the country in ovciy 
direction for eight or ten miles: and that they 
have got in a number of sheep and cattle : ako, 
that an army is coming up from Shikarpore. 

Further reports assure us that Shah Shoojah 
left Cahul to proceed to Jiegnunee, where his tents 
were pitched; but that he had not got further 
than the ^lusjed, where John Hicks’s tomb is, in 
front of the Bala Ilissar gate, when he was cut 
down in his palkee by the son of Zemau Khan, 
and was immediately cut to pieces. 

Three Sirdars are said to have come in to-day ; 
but Avc know of a truth that the Alfghans arc 
burnisliing up their arms, and making bullets. 

Our force is reported to have arrived at Jclla- 
labad. Our guards arc all on the alert. A report 
that jMahomnied Akbar is killed; another that 
he has fled to Gundamuk. 

Our broken towers are manned, and thirteen 
men added to our guard. 

Sth. — The first news this morning was, tliat 
Mahommed Shah Edian had been here during the 

P 3 
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Dight, aad that ho has removed his family from 
the valley. It is still reported tlmt Jklahommed 
Alvbar IQian is dead. The Sirdar reproached tlic 
chiefs for having supplied our gaxriaon with pro- 
\ision8; and tlie same night, Abdool GulToor 
Klian, Abdool Raliim, and Aga Jan, ent o^cr to 
3Iacgregor with 1000 Affgliaa cmahy, and told 
him that the enemy \^cre not prepared; on ■ulucli 
a cUupao was made on iU>.bar’8 camp, n itli great 
slaughter. The tlwcc chiefs remained as ho&tagcs 
in Jcllalabad, whilst their men went with our 
CMi\alry to chupao the camp. .iVkbar’s horse was 
restive; and none of his people waited for him: 
his own artillery-men turned the guns agam-t 
him in their flight ; and they left their camp stand- 
ing, their arms, and every tiling they posscsscd; 
and ran for their lives. Mahommed Shah Ivlian 
lias escaped; and Maliommcd i\Jvlur Klian is said 
to be witliiu four hos of Buddccakid. 

10#/i. — Wc were hurried from daybreak to get 
ready. !Maliommcd Shah Klum lias t.vkcn away 
uU Lady jfacnaghten’s jewels, to the v.due of 
above a laUi of n^iecs; .and her shawls, valued at 
between 30,000 and 40,000 rupees. lie desired 
to SCO my boxes ; but did not take the trouble of 
examining them: lie, however, knew* tlat I nrriveil 
hero williout any baggage. IIo K.nt to imiuirc if 
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we had any valuabloij ; and, if so, ^\'c were to give 
them up at once. 

The MIrza lias returned: he, and the Nazir, 
pi'omisc to send a box, wliich .1 have no means of 
carrying, as also our servants, who are unable to 
go witli us, to Jellalabad to Sale: however as 
they crauuucd the box into their own godown, I 
strongly suspect they mean to keep it themselves. 
My chest of drawers they took possession of with 
great glee — I left some rubbish in them, and 
some small bottles, that were useless to me. 
I hope the Atlghans will try their contents as 
medicine, and tind them efficacious: one bottle 
contained nitric acid, another a strong solution of 
lumu' caustic ! 

We did not start till past noon, and then did 
not take the road we expeeted, leading to Tiglnee ; 
but an upper one to the right, tind were told wc 
were o-oinii!: to Ta"ow. We had a great number 
of detentions from the camels that carried the 
kujavas ; tlie General’s broke down ; so did Mrs. 
Sturt’s ; the General Avas laid on the ground until 
another could be brought for him; and Mrv 
Melville gave Ins horse to my daughter. Here 
the Mirza professed to be very kind and at- 
tentive : he took a choo'ah lined Avith valuable 
fm-, Avliich Avas particularly prized by Mrs. Sturt, 
as being her husband’s ; also his SAVord ; and said 
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he ivoiild carry them for her when slie was ob%c<l 
to ride; but he quite forgot to return them, 
which caused much annoyance to us; and proved 
tliat the iVIirza, de&pite liis fair speeches, took 
care not to lose an opportunity of enridung Inni- 
self at our expence. 

We had not proceeded far when wc met some 
horsjcmen shouting Kalus shtid, and \\c were 
ordered to turn round : then we licard tliat our 
troops had been beat in the Khyber, and had lost 
tea guns. The next report was, that our tnK>|>s 
liad penetrated into tiie Lughman valley; ano~ 
ther, tljat Jellalabad was taken. We uent back ; 
and found that the mat houses, and other little 
comforts vn c had put up, were mostly dctiioliahcd ; 
our scraps of sctrlngccs taken away, as aho our 
mats, fitc.: hut the soldiers ^\crc verj' ci\U to usr 
one brought back my dutpo^, and busied lunisdf 
ill stringing it for me; another brought me a 
diiragh; and a soldier’s wife brought !Mra. Sturt 
and me each a stool to sit on. These little kind- 
nesses make a deep impression at such timu. 

■\Vc were told not to unpack ; and to be rcadj 
to start, if requisite, in tl)c nigliL 

A sen ant who refusal to march with us was 
all .activity on our return; he ran here and then.*, 
took our horses, and tlicu, best of all, bought 
some fouls and cookcil tlicm for us. 
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TVc had been cooped up so long without auy 
exercise, that we were cpiitc ready for and en- 
joyed our dinner after the ride. 

11 ^/(t. — We got an early breakfast ; and soon 
after started again ; leaving the soldiers, two 
Eurojiean women (Mrs. "Wade and IMrs. Burncs), 
and the child Seymour Stoker, with all the 
maimed servants, and those that would not go 
with us. The women and child certainly ought 
to have accompanied us. 

We went to Ali Kund, a rather long march, 
and found the Sirdar there, seated in his nalkee, 
and looking vciy ill. He was particular in bowing 
to us all, making every demonstration of civility. 

Three tents were pitched for us on a pretty and 
green spot. The valley Avas beautiful imder culti- 
vation ; and to us doubly so, from our not having 
seen a blade of grass for so long a time. 

The field pea Avas in blossom ; several sorts of 
cranesbill, gentian, forget-me-not, campions, &c. 

Having taken the precaution to have some 
fowls roasted over night, avc got a good meal; 
and Ave design, Avhenever avc march, and can pro- 
cure them, to do the same. 

As Ave marched through the valley, we saAv 
the effects of the late earthquake ; not a fort Avas 
entire; very few habitable; and most of them 
masses of ruins. 

p 5 
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Sultan Jan arrived tliia evening from the Kliyhcr* 
Truly, the Persian expression of n man’s faco 
being blackened is true : he looks v ery bbek upon 
Ilia late defeat hi tlie Khyber j and has returned 
with 50, ali tliat remain to hhn of 500 men he 
took there. I had no idea, before our captivity, 
that people could become so changed by sunburn ; 
the Europeans looking like the Aifghans, .md the 
AtTghans as dark as Hindostmices, 

12f/i. — Set out at eight a. >i., and arri\cdat 
our ground at fi\c r. >r.; a very long niareh over 
a sterile country. We only twice met witli w.itcr, 
vvhicli was vciy sludlow’, and so sandy tliat cur 
horses would not drink it. We did not see .t 
vestige of a habitation, nor any cultiiatiou- 

We left the Adanck Bcedudv pass to our left; 
and travelled up .and down a number of vciy diffi- 
cult mountain pasacs. ifahominod *Vkbar Ivlion 
p.i6scd us; liowcd, and smUed — “ He can siuile, 
and smile, and be a viUmn.” I shook hands with 
iloycnoodccn, who is aho arrived from llic 
Khyber. He looks what is voilgarly called down in 
the moutlu He ajijx%\red afnvid of ackuowlcilging 
Ills .ic(ju.«ntancc w illi me ; and stealthily c;unc to 
imiuirc if my w ound w .is w ell. I Ic w .is w ilh Sale in 
tile Kohlstan ; ami then, and still, profuecs to be Iiu 
friend, and the friend of iho KuglUh in general. 

\Zth, — Made a march of aljout twelve nuK'SJ 
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the country sterile unci rocky; tlic road rather better 
than yesterday; only one very awkward ascent, 
when all the ladies got out of their kujavas. I 
always ride; and have iny own saddle: but some 
of the ladies arc obliged to ride gentleman fasliion, 
sitting on their beddings instead of saddles, 

TIic 1 ‘oad wtis mostly up and down hill. We 
passed two small forts, with patches of cultivation 
near them, not far from our encamping ground. 
We found it very hot in our tent. Tills tent is 
one division* of a common Sipahee’s pall. We 
have taken up our places ; and always retain them. 
Our party consists of iMrs. Trevor aud live of licr 
children, and !Mrs. Sturt and myselt^ on one side ; 
on the otlicr i\Irs. Boyd and licr tlu-ce chilikcn. 
Lady Macnaghten, Mrs. IMainwaring and child, 
Capt. and i\Irs. Anderson and tevo children, and 
Capt. Lawrence. The other tents are similarly 
crammed : all spread their beddings (which touch 
each other) upon the ground. 

14?A. — A very tiresome hill on settmg out, — 
the Badlipush or Windy Back ; the ascent rather 
difficult : the descent could be made good for guns 
with 100 sappers in a few days. Saw plenty of 
fruit trees in blossom on the hill ; at the foot of 
which we halted, dismounted, and sat on the 
ground till all our people got over; and found 
Mahommed Shah’s sons with large bouquets of 
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tulip* I observed the mistletoe^ the myrrh, ilex, 
&.C- The rest of the march -v, aa along a tolerably 
good road* We crosbcd the &ame stream at least 
twenty times. Saw some purple iris’s. We 
were detained a long time at the Cabul ii>cr; 
which we curossed on a jhala (or raft) su])j)ortcd 
on inflated skins ; and encamped closc to the bank, 
hut furtlier do>yn the stream, as the current \%a3 
very rapid : tlie riv er is said to be t^venty feet dccji 
at some places. Here we found ilahommcd uVkbar 
Klian. Our baggage came up at dusk, as also the 
teats ; hut a great deal did not get o\ cr, and has 
to wait for daylight. Second horses swam o%cr; 
and tliclr efforts, and tUoac of their riders, were 
a source of great intcrcat to us. 

lo/A ^IpriL — We did not Icaic our encamp 
ment until tlic middle of the day; when we found 
tlic sand dreadfully hot. We came only four or 
fi^c miles to Schruby; and pitched our tents not 
f.ir distant from AbdooUah IChan’s fort. There 
were no kuja\as to-day, and great gruinbUog 
thereat amongst the ladies. A rciwrt, n Uicli w o 
fervently hope is untrue, lliat all the hostages left 
at Cabul arc murdered. 

1 taw jdcuty of amarj Ills in bloom ; .is alto of 
the Versiau iris (the orris of iho druggists), whlcli 
quite scented the air w ith a j>erfuino rcsexubliog 
Out of mingletl violets and wall-flowcnj. 
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16 ^A. — halted. All manner of reports to- 
day, — that the King has not been murdered, but 
is in power with the Dooranees, the Populzyes, 
and xVchuhzyes, who arc in the ascendant ; whilst 
the Barulvzycs are at a discount: — that great com- 
motion exists in Cabul : — that the soldiers, who 
were left there, are to remain; but the officers 
arc to come and join us at Tezeen to-morrow ; 
whither Ave arc to march, and go by roads im- 
practicable for cattle ; all to walk, to Herat : we 
arc to be there in two months, after which we are 
to be sent to Balkh. 

17^//. — Halted again, probably waiting for the 
four kujavas that the Sirdar has ordered IMahom- 
med Shah Khan to furnish us Avith. They say 
Ave "o to Tezeen to-morroAA’’ : the mirza is off in ad- 

o 

A'ance, in great haste. Our troops arc said to be 
near ; and the Affghans arc going to chupao them. 
The Sirdar has fallen back on the river, to confer 
with the Chief of TagOAV. 

This day I Avas attacked Avith fever. 

18 i/i. — Halted. Mahommed Shah Khan is 
gone off to Cabul; Ave ai’e to go to the hills 
above Tezeen, and stay there till all is settled. 
If only a small force comes up, the Affghans 
mean to cut them up in the Elioord Cabul; if 
a large force come, they Avill succumb at once. 
I Avas worse to-day : a pleasant prospect, as Ave 
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daily expect to inarch. Our troops arc said to be 
fltxU at Lallpoorali, quieting icfractory tribes. 

I9(h. — A miserabic day, and we marched 
through heavy rains to Te/cen: we arc told 
that no supplies ncrc to be had wUeic no 
were. Koda Buksh Khan’s fort, cloac at hand, 
is full of loot and plate. The earthquake h.as 
brought down part of the fort they have brought 
U3 to. 

The Sirdar could only get two camels with 
kujavas; but gave up his own palkec to Lady 
iMacnaghten and me. I was utterly inc.apable 
of sitting on horseback : liowc\ cr, as I liad to sit 
backw’ards, with very little room, nothing to lean 
against, and to keep a balance againist Lady 
and Mrs. Boyd's baby, I benefited but little, 
except in the grandeur of a roj.d cquiiwge. ^fy 
turban and habit were completely fcaturated by 
tlio rain; and I fchi\eicd ns I went. On arrix.il 
at the fort, I was told to go into the room wheic 
^lahomincd Shah’s and the other chief's Indies 
were. Thcyreceixcd us with great khuincss; and 
kciit heaping up three large fires for us to dry 
our clothes by. The court jard was a deep ina»s 
of mud; .and in the c\ cuing Aflgluns carried us on 
Uieir Licks across it to another aiwrtnicnt, xvhJth 
XX as nicely cox cred xvith nuimlat: our beddings x» tn* 
all regularly topped tlirouglu The whole of llio tag- 



TiiK CArTivrrv. 


327 


g;\gc Avas sent on to the camp, witli our servants. 
Adluucr was cooked lor us, — a huge dish of rice, 
with dhyc (sour curds) in the centre, and ghee 
poured over all ! This is a favourite ^Vifghau dish, 
and therefore my bad taste must be arraigned for 
thinking it not eatable. Fortunately I bail a little 
tea and sugar in a bag, suspended from the 
crupper of my saddle : they gave us some milk, 
and I found tea the most refreshing repast. AFc 
stretched ourselves on the niimdas (coarse felt 
carpets) in our still wet clothes. In the night 
I began shivering again ; and Capt. Ander.■^on, my 
nearest bed mate, covered me with a bed cloak, 
which, strange to say, soon imparted warmth to 
me. We slept, large and small, thirty-four in 
a room 15 feet by 12 ; and we lay on the floor, 
literally packed together, with a wood fire in the 
centre, and using pine torches for candles. 

20^/i. — The Sirdar fears if he is taken by us, 
we shall cither hanij him or blow him from a "un. 
Mahommed Shah Khan is in a groat fright also. 
Sultan Jan appears to be our bitterest enemy. 
The Sirdar says he alone could take us through 
the country : or, if he wished it, he coxdd assemble 
5000 men at any point to attack us. 

It is said that Mackenzie is to go to J cllalabad 
on a secret mission. He will not be allowed to 
take any letters for individuals. 
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Wc had rain all day ; and our wet cliogahs, &.c^ 
hanging up, increased the damp. I ^v^oto a few 
lines in pencil to Sale by a trooper who expected 
to go with hlackenzie, recommending both tins 
trooper liimself (Oomar Idian), and the Rajah Ali 
Bahadur to him : both have been very useful to 
us. We had rain all day, and three earthquakes. 
Mackenzie did not go after all. 

Mrs. Waller increased the community, guing 
hirth to a daughter : she, lilrs. Waller, and ilr. 
and hirs. re got a room to thcmtch cs and 
their children, diminishing our nninher to tn ent} ^ 
nine. A slight earthquake, and a fine night, 

21^/, — A fine sunshiny day: we went out to 
camp ; getting on the first horacs we could find : 
mine w as a half-starv cd beast that could bcarccly 
put one foot before tlie other. IV^c hid ecarcely 
a mile to go. We hear that we .ire to halt here 
one day; and then to go to Zenganah, where the 
snow is four feet deep, and to stay tlicrc for four 
montlis. Rain in the evening; and ^ery hca\y 
rain at night. The General, who is said to be 
dying, Pottingcr, ^Mackenzie, Dr. ^ilagrath, the 
Eyres .and Wallers, are left .it the fort- 

M.ajor Pottingcr cxpostiilitcd with Akbar; mid 
told him timt surely he did not make war o« 
women and children, and th it it w.ts grt.it cnulfy 
to dri\c us about the cotmtrj' in the way they are 
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doing ; that when the Dost and the ladies of his 
family (amongst them Alcbar’s wife, the daughter 
of Mahomaicd Shah Khan) ^renfc to Hindostan, 
they travelled with every comfort procurable, and 
probably many more than they would have ex- 
perienced in their own country. To this he re- 
plied, I Avill do whatever you wish : but Mahom- 
med Shah Khan is gone to Cabul ; the very bread 
I eat I get from him ; and imtil he returns I 
cannot do any thing. lie however Insists that he 
has a letter from Ilindostan, in which it is as- 
serted that his father lias twenty sentries over 
him, and ottered to show the letter to Capt. Law- 
rence ; who said he cared not who wrote the letter : 
it was untrue: — that the Dost has a guard : but so 
far from being a close prisoner, he being fond of 
hawldng, Src., goes out when and where he pleases, 
with an escort of horse, which would be given in 
compliment to his station, as in the case of the 
royal families of Delhi, &c. ; and tliat any restraint 
the women are placed under, is at the sole desire 
of the Dost himself. 

22nd. We were roused before daylight Avith 
orders to march immediately ; and as Ave had fidly 
expected to halt for another day or tAVO, all Avas 
confusion. 

I Avas stiU too Aveak to ride ; and Mrs. Boyd 
kindly gave me her place in the kujava, I carrying 
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licT baby. It was my first attempt, and tbc con-* 
veyancciv as a particularly small one of tlic Undj for 
'wlien the resai was put ia to sit on, tlicrc was not 
one foot and a half square ; and I found (being 
rather a tall person) the greatest difficulty in 
doubling up my long legs into the iwcscribed com- 
pass. 

On inquiry, I found that our dejjarture u’as oc- 
casioned by the arrival of a letter from Cabiil ; 
stating that Futteh Jung, son of the deceased 
Sliali Shoojah, was coming ^^ith 400 horuo to 
carry us oil^ as a card to play in In's own /a\our. 

Zeman Shah lOxan, acting-King in Cabul, also 
demands us. ^Vkbar wants to keep us: but botli 
he and w e arc in the hands of !^^ahommc<^ Shall 
IQian; whosa^s he ncicr took place or jxrcsent 
from us; tliat he hated us always; and will be our 
enemy to the last* 

We came to-nlaj about twcUc miles up the 
bed of a dcci> ravine, cro^aing the struim at 
least fifty times. From our last encampment wo 
could see Kodali Buk'-h Khans fort, looking verj'* 
pretty, feurrounded w ilii fine trees in blutsoin. 

On first starting, we 2 )U*td on our right a laigo 
mountain-slip, causeil by the carthqu.vko near to n 
cave, where there .ire a gruit number of 
The hills were very jimeipitous on our hft, and 
high on both tides. Wo aUo jusse'd a cai o ut 
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small distance, in front of Avliicli were some dead 
bodies and many bones strewed about : and, from 
the blood close to its entrance, there is every 
reason to believe that the inhabitants were sup- 
porting nature by devouring each other. I saw 
three poor wretches crawluig on hiuids and knees 
just within the cave : but all wc had to bestow 
upon them was pity, not unmingled with liorror at 
the evidences of eaimibalisni but too apparent. 
These miserable creatures cidled to us for that 
relief wliich we had it not in our power to afford ; 
and wc can only hope that then sufferings Avere 
speedily terminated by death. 

i!fo guns excepting those of the mountain train 
could traA'cl this road ; and cavahy and infantry 
would be greatly annoyed from the heights. 

We did not go direct up the Tezeen A\allcy; 
but took the right hand valley, which leads to 
the Jubhar Kliail country, considered as the 
strongest of the Ghilzyc mountain fastnesses. We 
passed an old Gliilzye fort on an eminence on oiu* 
right ; also a small colony of charcoal makers, 
resident in mud huts, and encamped at a second 
place of the same land. Ice six inches thick in 
places close to the road ; and plenty of snow from 
six to eight inches deep on the sides of it. • 

2Zrd. Being still very Aveak, I am glad to hear 
we are likely to halt here eight days. Khojeh 
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Maliommed Khan, gecms \ety anxious regarding 
some terms being made Mith the Feringliecs: 
he bahadurs notwithstanding j and sa }3 he can 
bring two lakhs of fighting men against us. 

The Ghazeeas are getting discontented; and 
complain that tlicj ha\e had no food for four dajs. 

The Sirdar has ortlcrcd our horses back to 
Tezecn ; he says he cannot feed them Iicre, 

2‘lih, The General died lout night, and his 
rcinaina are to be sent to Jellalabad, Mackenzie 
was sent there on a secret mission just afterwards. 
Tbe Gcncnd’s death was hastened by a niinour 
of a Ciiupao from Cabul the > cry (kiy w c left 
Ttzecn. At mid-day all w ere put on horseback, 
and sent off to a fort near at liaml. In the 
general hurry to save thcmseUca, ^tlrs. AViillcr, 
with her two children, Ecemed to be quite for- 
gotten. Sir. Waller went to jMajor l^ottingcr, 
who was mounted on his horse, and wlio said .dl 
muat do the best tliey could for themsches; but 
tliat no doubt accommodation would be gl\uu 
On this Mr. Waller, who cannot s])cak IVrbliu, 
applied to Capt. Mackenzie; who went to Akbar 
Klian, and rcprcscuted to him how ftUockiug a 
tiling it was to lta\o a lady and two children to 
liaic their throats cut. An old kujaia was found, 
and bimngj and tome Afighaiis carried it on a 
jiolc. Three wincs of one of the chiefs were al-'o 
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left iu a great fright; but they jn’oeured some 
couveyaiice also. Pottingcr was hurried oif iu 
such haste that he could not remonstrate. 

Mahommed Shah Khan says he will not give 
us any thing besides ottnh. I suppose ho keeps 
all the good things for the Allghan ladies ; 
some of whom inhabit two mud huts on the hill, 
and the others are lodged iu black tents more 
fragile than our own. jMahommed llufeck, our 
present keeper and purveyor, has purchased twelve 
sheep on liis own account for us ; and INIahommed 
Akhar Khan has sent twelve camels to Cabul to 
bring rice and ghee. We are also busy making 
chebootras : we hang up our resais and blankets 
for roof and walls, and find they make very com- 
fortable places to sit in all day. 

’26tli. — A report that IMacgrcgor is to exchange 
us against an ecpial number of AlFghan ladies and 
children at Loodianah; and that we arc to be 
released in a few days. 

2Qt]i. — A report to-day that the Jellalabad 
army are moving upwards and the Cabul one 
downwards. The AfFghans say that their force 
consists of 11,000 men. 

2'lth . — The Sirdar and Major Pottinger paid us 
a visit. The former tells us we are not to be 
angry ; that nothing is procurable here ; that he 
has sent to Cabul for every thing for us. He 
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brought some uative shoes and clotli for distribu* 
tion. Slillcr and Moore, the two soldiers -who 
attended on the General, Imvo bcca liberated: but 
Akbar says that it is not prudent to let them go at 
.present, as the roads are unsafe 1 

28ih .' — We have converted our chebootras into 
arbours made of juniper. IVc were driven from 
ours to-daj' before dinner by a shower of lain. 
At night we luvd tlumder, hail, and showers of 
rain, that came on in gusts. 

It is said that the Sirdar lias intercepted a letter 
from Conolly to !Maegrcgor regarding some treaty 
with Amcnoollah Khan for 3 hdihs; ;md that 
Kohundif IClism (the Post’s brother), u'ith SOOO 
Persians, is moving on ICaudaluir. If this is true, 
it involves a quarrel with Persm. 

A number of the Sirdar’s men are taid to luivc 
gone off t<>day ; having struck for arrears of jiay- 
■Thc Sinlur offered them 6 rujiccs each, but they 
demanded 10. A relief guard of seven men I»as 
arrived ^yith sonic petty chief. 

Wo liave just heard that Miller wjis dhguhed 
as an Affghan to lead the ca mel tl la t convey al the 
General’s bwly. ^loorc looked too Knglisfi to 
attempt it. Near Jugilaluk, the party of ten 
horsemen were attackeil, and the box, which was 
MipjKisixl to contain ta'xmre, broken ojk:ii, Wc 
at first heard that they hiwJ mutilated the jxwr 



THE C.U?TIVlTr. 


335 


old man’s body; but only a few stones \Yere thrown, 
one of which struck the head. 

Miller was beaten a good deal, and wounded 
with a knife ; but saved Ids life by saying he was 
a Mussulman : he had to return. The body was 
sent on ; but I believe there is as yet no authentic 
account of its arrival at Jellalabad. 

Mtihommed Shah Khan arrived at night. 

30^/i April. — A messenger came in from Ame- 
noollah Klian. The government have refused to 
pay the 14i lakhs ; and the Affghans say that 
Pottiugcr and Lawrence arc answerable for it. Is 
not Akbar more answerable for the non-fulfilment 
of the treaty ? he who went to the Durbar, booted, 
(on the 7th of January,) ready to start after our 
army for the avowed purpose of its annihilation? 

The Kajah has come in ; he goes otf to Cabul 
again to-morrow. Goolam Moycn oo deen also 
came to see us : he goes with the Sirdar to Tezecn 
to-day. 

AU accounts seem to agree in this : that although 
■the Atfghans are raising troops in Cabul, yet 
they seem to be as likely to fight against each 
other as against us. 

Our soldiers who were left at Cabul, have been 
sent to -Logur (Amenoollah’s country). The 
hostages are placed in the hands of the son of the 
high priest, Bucha-i Meer Wyse. 
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It is reported tliat the Doat ha^ written to Akbar 
Khan io say, that, if there is any chance of rein- 
ing the throne, he nos to fight for it; but if not, not 
to dri; e us women and children about the countiy ; 
as it was against lus interest that we should be iil 
treated. PerLaps ho pities the ^vi\ cs of all thcao 
Ghiizye chiefs, nho go whcrc\cr nc do: they 
liowc\er have the best and largest knja\ast, and 
plenty of them; whilst with us, many ladies ycry 
unfit to ride, are forced to do so, and ciea nithout 
side or any saddles ; for luyaclf, 1 n ould rather n alk 
than be again packed into a kuja'ia- 

d/hy.'— Futtcli «Iung, ^VmeaooIIah, and the 
Populz^es are in tlio Bala Ilissar, The nen 
king, Zeman Shall Klxan, and 0»nian lOian, witli 
the Barukz^cs, arc in the city. They Inivo 
sixteen gitns ; and \raut the forujcr party to join 
them; but they refuse to do bo, saving that the 
f/thers inveigled Sliali Shoojalj out, and killed him. 

Neither jiarty \vill liavo any thing to do with 
Akbar; wlio, they &iy, jila^s a double |xirt, ami 
killed all our anny. Malioinmtd SliaJi ICliau wants 
to get Akbar to Cabul: but he refuses to go, from 
lircad of aasa^sUiatiou. 

IIo (Akbar) wishes to be made a comcqntnthil 
chief of fiOuic jartof ihecoimtr}'; and would pro- 
lably give us up, had he the jwwcr; butMa- 



THE CATTIYITY. 33Y- 

homnied Shah ICIuin is very powerful, and averse 
to the project. 

2nd. — iUl Cabal is in an uproar, the people 
fighting amongst themselves. Khojch IMahommed 
took some of the officers out shooting : Avhilst on 
the hills, they heard the report of guns ; and were 
told that the firing was at Cabul ; about thirty 
miles off in a direct line. 

In a conference with Pottingci’, Troup, and 
many other English and Affghans, — amongst 
the latter Mahommed Shah Khan, — - INIahoni- 
med Akbar Khan became greatly excited. lie 
said, that on the religious cry being raised, he 
Idlled the Envoy, he destroyed oim many ; and 
now that he has di'awu down the vengeance of the 
British upon him, the rest are deserting him : that 
he has kept his feelings pent ixp witliin his own 
breast, until they have preyed upon his vitals ; and 
that, were' he in power now, he would exterminate 
every one of the recreant Mussulmans who have 
deserted Inm, and left him to obloquy. 

A cossid has arrived from Cabul ; where there 
has been a fight, in which Zeman Shah Klian has 
been victorious. One of AmenooUah’s sons is 
Idlled ; and Hamza Khan is wounded : but Eutteh 
Jung and AmenooUah are still in possession of the 
Bala Hissar. 

Zrd . — AmenooUah Kdiauhas been worsteds 'The 

Q 
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Sirdar has seat troops, under his couaia Shainshu- 
deen, to lay waste thcLogur country, destroy the 
forts, and capture the women : for all wliicU ALbir 
promises a reward of 30,000 rupees. 

It is now reported that wc arc to go in three or 
four days to Ghuznee, where the Sirdar’s cousin 
Shumshudeen commands, I heard froza Sale. 
The Wallers and E3rre3 arri\cd from Tezeen, 

4<7z. — The Sirdar is gone or going to Cabul. 
Capt. Troup is just summoned to join him and 
Pottinger: ilagrath remains at Tezeen; and Mac*' 
kcnzie, they say, is gone back to JcUalabad again. 

Another account states tliat j;Uucuoollali h,is 
fled to the XiOgur country, and tiut FuttcU Jung 
holds tlic Bala IILsoar. Further accounts state 
that AmcnooUah, although defeated, got wfe into 
the BaLa Ili&jar. 200 horsemen have been sent 
from Cabul to the Sirdar: Zeman Sliali Khan 
iu^tes him to assxune the throne. He was sleeping 
ulicn thcyarriicd; but the prospect of a crown 
soon cliascd ins slumbers; and ho w.is quickly on 
horseback with Pottingcr, La\ ing orders for Trouji, 
on his arruAf to follow, ilackenzic W4ii not to 
go to JcUalabad; but to wait half way fur furthtr 
orders from the Sinkir. 

The Sinlar h u been uj^ent (but im,flbctually 
of course) with ilr. E) ro to go to Cabul to Hy 
his guns for liim. We hear tlut the hojlagcs arc 
all ag;viu with Zeman feUah IClwn. 
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7 til . — I have betorc adverted to Mackenzie’s 
secret mission to JellaJabad. It was iirst, to 
ascertain wliat terms oiir party would propose: 
the reply was an ofler of two lakhs of rupees for 
all the prisoners, and that the sooner we were 
given up to onr own people the greater would be 
the friendship of our govoriuuent ; tliat, in conse- 
quence of the protection alforded us by Dost 
Mahommed Khan, and ^rahommed Shah Khan, 
their families and possessions would uot be at- 
tacked : but that the grand (|uesti(>n of peace or 
war, and the settlement of the country, must de- 
pend upon replies to be received from the C«o- 
vernor-Gcncral. The Sirdarluis sent in his rejoinder 
by ]\rackenzic ; saying, he does not want money ; 
nothing but the friendship of our nation ; and that 
if the ladies and children go, he cannot part with 
the gentlemen yet. 

Gen. Pollock has issued a ^n’oclamation, that 
whoever remains quiet will be unmolested. 

Threats are held out that if our troops move rip 
higher than Gundamuk, we shall also bo taken 
20 miles further up into the hills. To this there 
are two objections : we arc now above the Tezecn 
valley, in the Jubhar IChail country ; these people 
declare we shall not go further, or if we do they 
Avill themselves take us to our army, for they do not 
want to bring down upon themselves the vengeance 

Q 2 
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Sirdat Iia3 sent troop®, under Ins cou&in Shauislm- 
decn, to lay waste thcLogur country, dt&troj the 
forts, and capture the womea , for all Inch -Uwbar 
promises a reward of 30,000 rupees. 

It is now reported that we are to go in tlirec or 
four diys to Ghuzacc, where the Sirdar’s cQu»m 
Sliumshudcea commands, I heard from Sole 
The Wallers and Eyres am\ed from TCzccn. 

4t/i, — The Sirdar 13 gone or going to Cahul 
Capt. Troup is just summoned to join liuu nud 
Pottinger. Magratli remains at Tfzecn, and ^fic- 
kcnzie, they say, is gone back to Jcilalabad again 
Another account states diat Amcuoollah lias 
fled to the Logur country, and that FuttUi *Tuug 
heliE t)ic Ball Ilejsar Further .accounts sutc 
that Amcnoollali, although defeated, got fc.ife into 
the Bala Ilistir. 200 lionscmca haic been sent 
from Cabal to llio Sirdar Zemm Shdi Kit in 
imatcs hun to assume the throne. He was ®!ccpuig 
when thcyarnied, but the prospect of a crown 
soon chased his slumbers , and tie w as ipneLIj on 
horseback w ith Pottinger, Iea> mg orders for Troup, 
on hia arrual, to follow, ilackenzie was not to 
"O to JcUalahad; but to wait halt way for further 
ordem from the Sirdar 

The Sirdar has been urgent {but inetTcctuallr 
of cour-o) with Mr Eyre to go to Cabul to li> 
hi4 guns for June We Iiear tlut the bostiges are’ 
all again with iJemm Jjhah Kluu. 
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Ith . — I have before adverted to Mackeiii^Ie’s 
secret iiiisciou to Jellalabad. It was first, to 
usccrtalii what terms our party would propose : 
the reply was an oiler ot’ two lakhs of rupees for 
all the prisonei's, and that the sooner we were 
given up to our own people the greater would be 
the friendship of our govermuent ; that, in conse- 
quence of the protection afforded us by Dost 
jMahonnned Khan, and iMahoiumcd Shah Khan, 
their families and possessions woidd not be at- 
tacked : but that the grmid question of peace or 
war, and the settlement of the eoimtry, must de- 
pend upon replies to be received from the Go- 
vernor-General. The Sirdar has sent in his rejoinder 
by jMackenzic ; saying, he does not want money ; 
nothing but the friendship of our nation ; and that 
if the ladies and children go, he cannot part with 
the gentlemen yet. 

Gen. Pollock has issued a proclamation, that 
whoever remains quiet will be unmolested. 

Threats are held out that if our troops move xq> 
higher than Gundamuk, we shall also be taken 
20 miles further up into the hills. To this there 
are two objections : we are now above the Tezeen 
valley, in the Jubhar IGiail country ; these people 
declare we shall not go further, or if we do they 
Avill themselves take us to our army, for they do not 
want to bring doAvn upon themselves the vengeance 
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of our nation ; secondly, we hare no carriage : there 
is little douht, that jXCahoramed Shall Kliau would 
care little for our being obliged to Icaie behind 
our clothes and the few comforts we liaic, but we 
cannot be expected, to w alk ; and the Sirdar of 
some of the chief* ha\c taken away to Cibul both 
our riding hoTjjcs and baggage ponies. 

I consider mjaclf fortunate in baling had 
my horse selected to carrj* Capt. l^Iackenzic to 
Jcllalabad: it arriicd tlierc lame, and was left 
rvith Sale. "1^0 hai o this day seen the general 
order witUCok Palmer’s capitulatioB at Ghuiiieo; 
and dreadful was the talc that shortly followed It, 
On the faith of the orders rcccii cd, and tlic pro- 
mises of the treaty with the chiefs, thc«e dciotcd 
troops left Ghuznee, under the charge of Shumshu-* 
deen (the Sirdar’s cousin). Treacljcry seems lobo 
inherent in the blood of this family. 

A Ghazeca shot an oflicer, auothcr thot the 
Qliazcca; a fight ensued; the whole of our trooj« 
were cut up; exertions were made to ga\c theotU- 
cers, hut cicrj' Sij>ahce fell. Seicn of the oiheen 
aro said to be aViic, and poor !Mr<.Lmusiku. It ii 
exactly the cuonteriurt of ivliat occurred with the 
Cahul force, 

lUganling our cUnule. — The tnow lus imilted 
on the hUU iiuinedtatUy in our frotit and rear; 
but the to]w of those ivitinu a moJuratc walk 
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(wci’G we permitted to go out of the bounds assigned 
to us for exercise) are still covered with it. 

This morning, when we were dressing, and long 
after sumlse, the Bhecstee took his mushk to the 
stream, not 50 3\ards from our tents, and filled it : 
on his retmai the water was frozen so hard he could 
not pour it out; and we had to thaw it b}’’ the fire. 

Sih . — A very gloomy day, and cold : we kept up 
a good fire in the bower. A little snow fell. 
Seij. Deane’s wile, a Persian woman, has been 
taken by force and mjui’ied to a younger brother of 
Maliommcd Shah Klian. Whenever tliis man 
enters her presence, she sidutes him with her slip- 
per. It is only within a few days that she has been 
told of Deane’s death : she appears to have been 
sincerel)’^ attached to him ; and is represented as a 
very pretty young woman. 

The man who took the General’s body to 
J ellalabad has returned. He seems highly pleased 
with the present he has received of 200 rupees : 
and it appears to have had a good effect ; for he 
reports in glowing terms on the grand turn-out for 
the funeral, the salvoes fired, &c. on the occasion ; 
and the magnificent appearance of our troops. 

lOth. — Capt. Anderson’s little girl was restored, 
to the great joy of her parents. 

Parties run high at Cabul ; Zeman Shah Klian 
says he ^Yill be King, Al;:bar ditto, Jubhar Khan 

Q 3 
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the same, and j;VinenoolIah has a similar fancy, as 
also Sfahommed Shall Khan, and Futteh Jung 
the Shahzada. 

The troops go out daily to fight ; AmcnooIl.\h's 
to Ben^l-shchr, and Zeman Shall Klian’s to Siah 
Sung ; they fight a little, and then retreat to their 
own poisitions. Zeman Shall Klian has been dri\ cn 
out of Ids house, and AmcuooUah out of his ; but 
have part of the town In their fa\our. 

The citizens are ruined by the perfect stagnation 
of trade ; and would probably side ivith us were 
we to show in force. Now is the time to strike 
the blow, but I much dread dilly-dallying ju^t 
because a liandful of us arc in Akbaris iKiwcr. 
'Wluat arc our Uics when coinp.ir«l with the 
honour of our country? Not that I am at all 
inclined to Ime my throat cut: on the contrarj”, I 
hope that I shall liio to see the British Hag once 
more triumphant in Afigli.mhtan;aud then I lia\o 
no ohjcclion to llie Ameer Dost ilaliommcd Khan 
being reinstated : only let us first sliow them that 
we can conquer them, and humble their tna- 
dicrous chiefs in the dust. 

There Iiaie been a numl>er of reports tosliy, 
which I believe to Iiavc no foumlatiou in truth: 
.imoDgst others, tlul the Ghllzje I.uUls luvo Ikcu 
packing up all night j and arc going to give us the 
slip and Ic.vve us, in consequence of hearing tlui 
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our force is coming up in four divisions ; one of 
■wliicli arrived at Tezeeu at four this morning, and 
looted tlic place : and that wc are to be sent forty 
kos higher up into the hills. This is, however, 
contradicted, as some persons who were sent out 
yesterday to explore liave returned, and say that 
the snow is two feet deep and impracticable. 

A letter arrived from the Sirdar ; stating that 
whenever it might be requisite for us to move, 
he would scud us camels, ponies, and all the car- 
riage we require ; and that we arc positively not 
to move without his especial order. 

11^/i. — Futteh Juno; wrote to his brother Timor 
at Kandahar to come and assist him : Timor sent 
him 3000 Juzailchees; and assm-ed him that he 
Avas himself coming up Avith the British army. 

IMajor Pottingcr Avrites that there is no present 
chance of our liberation. 

Mahommed Akbar Klian professes that he does 
not Avant money from us ; but he laughs at our 
offer of two lakhs for the Avhole party ; and has 
sent back to say he Avishes for eight. It has been 
recommended that Ave should offer him five ; but the 
general opinion is that Ave shall remain in cap- 
tivity tiU all is settled. 

IS th . — The Akhonzada says, that, after Ave left 
Buddeeabad, all the natives were turned out, and 
told they might make the best of their Avay 
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to Jcllalabad; being firel stripped of tbeir clotlwa 
and all tliat they possessed. Those who Imd lost 
their feet of course could not attempt it ; and the 
greater part of the rest, we are told, have been 
taken as slaves. 

We have a slave merchant here now. Wclcani 
that men sell for forty-six rupees, and women for 
twenty-two, each ; they arc sent olf to IdiouUooni. 
400 Ilindostauees liave been entrapped at Cabul, 
under an assurance of safe conduct to Jcllalabad. 

14t/i. — People Iia\c come in from the Lugh- 
maa valley, who re[)ort tliat the wheat and barley 
there arc ripe, and also the mulberries. Hero tlie 
crops IwiC not attained the height of six inches. 

The booming of hcasy guns hc.ird: on which 
tlic guard here said the Kulina; lioping that it 
%ias something hi the Sirdar’s fa*o»r. 

It is reported that Futtch Jung is lung, the 
Sirdar Wuzeer, and Zciiun Khan Sinlar-i-Sir- 
daran. About tliirty shots were heard in tlie 
night. 

I5//i. — More of Maliommcd Ilufeck’s j>coplo 
ha\e come in from Cabul: titcy say tlutMahom- 
med Akbar IClian xa proclaimed King, until his 
fathers return ; tliat he resides at present in tlie 
j and that AmcnoolLvli lias fao ingress 
and cgrcss to and from him, for the purjx>«c of 
meeting witli Futtch Jung. Tho Sirdar lias w.nl 
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for all our horses, ponies, &c. The Naib Shureef 
has sent Mrs. Sturt and me tea and sugar : — a 
kind attention and great comfort. 

Akbar says he will fight our army. This is ex- 
pressed in a letter written to Suballan Khan, the 
captain of our guard. Dost Mahommcd ‘Khan 
asserts that it is Major Pottinger who retards our 
release : but he is as much a px'isoner as ourselves. 

16^7i. — I kept the anniversary of my marriage by 
dining with the ladies of Mahommcd Shah Khan’s 
family; who told us that Futteh Jung was King, 
Mahommed Akbar Khan Wuzecr, luid Maliommcd 
Shah Khan the Sh'dar-i-Sirdaran. It was an 
extremely stupid visit. We had two female 
servants to interpret for us. Tlu’ee of IMahommed 
ShahKlian’s Avivesand some of DostMaliommed’s, 
with the mother of the cliiefs, and two of their 
unmanned sisters, Avere present. They Avere, 
generally speaking, inclined to emhonpoint, largely 
formed, and coarsely featured ; their dress inele- 
gant, and of the coai'sest materials. The fa- 
vom’ite Avife, and the best dressed, Avas attired in 
a common Cabul silk, with a coarse piece of 
chintz inserted behind, evidently for economy’s 
salie. The dress, Avhich covers the Avhole person, 
nearly resembles a common night-dress ; and has 
tacked on to it coins, or other pieces of silver or 
gold, such as crescents, &c., all over the sleeves, 
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tlie front and sides, from the shoulders to tlic 
feet. A breast-plate is %^om, commencing at tlic 
throat, of coins strung together : tlus descends far 
below the waist j and. when they sit dow n, it hangs 
in fcatoons on the lap. Only the f.w ouritc w ore gold 
coins ; those of the other ladies being of sU\ cr. Tlicy 
liad nothing in the way of Jewels, properly so called. 
About seven common-tuacd pearls surrounding an 
emerald full of flaws, the whole set as a note 
ornament, was the hand&omc&t thing I saw in tlie 
trinket way. Some of them had very inferior 
car-rings of gold and silv er. They w car their liair 
in innumerable small plaits hanging down: these 
arc arranged once a w cck after taking the ; 
and the trcsscs arc then well stifTcnctl with gum. 
The unmarried women Lend their hair in a flat 
braid acrocs the forehead touching the chrows ; 
which giv cs them a "very heavy look. ThcrO said 
c} ebrou s, whiht they are maidens, rciiuin as n ituru 
formed them: but when they marry, the luir of 
the centre is aircfuUy picked out ; and the arch, 
thus most uniutu rally raised, is paintetk The 
Cabul women arc mucli addicted to the n^oof both 
white and ml jialnt; tmd tlicy colour not only liic 
mils, as in IIiudo?tan, but the whole lund nj> to 
the w rist, w hich looks as thoughit liad been plimgtd 
in blood, and to our ideas is very dhguating. 

A j>arlicu!ar pLmt U often Used for this pur)io.v. 
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The upper part of the leaf sparlclcs, and rcscinblcs 
the ice plant ; but the lower side Is red, and on 
being pressed gives a line dye. A chuddah is 
tiu’owu over the head and shoulders in tlie house, 
as in Hindostan ; and when they go out they wear 
the boiu’ka, ru-i-buud, and Icgwraps : high-heeled 
iron-shod slippers complete the costume. After a 
tune an extremely duty cloth was spread over the 
nuradas in front of us, and dishes of pilhui, dhyc 
or sour ciud, and fernez or sweet curd, were 
placed before us. Those who had not taken a spoon 
with them, ate with tlicir fingers, Affghan fashion ; 
— an accomplishment in which I am by no means an 
fait We di-auk water out of a tea-pot. A dinner 
was given to the gentlemen by Abdoollah Khan 
at his tents about two miles oSi nearer the snow. 

In the evening Capt. Mackenzie andved; and 
I received a letter from Sale. 

, There seems to be no present prospect of release. 

We hear that the force under Gen. Kott has 
been reinforced by Brig. Englimd ; who had never- 
theless been beaten back in the first instance: 
— that Gen. Kott was to march towards Cabul as 
yesterday (the 15th) ; and that Gen. Pollock was 
stiH awaiting orders from Lord Ellenborough ; but 
that whether they arrive or not, wo must noAv wait 
until Nott’s force gets near to Cabul to make a 
simultaneous attack. Now as Akbar only boasts of 
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12,000 men against us, and as -we liavc fully that 
number at JcUalabad, with 18 -pounders, PoUocVu 
force -would easily capture Cabul in the present 
position of affairs. A short time ago it -would have 
been still easier, as there was then more division 
among thcAffghan troops. 

A letter from hlahommed Atbar Khan to 
Sultan Khan has been intercepted ; in -which he ac- 
knowledges, that for every rupee he can muster, the 
Shidizada (Putteli Jung) can produce agoldmohur. 

An European and some natives were murdered 
near our camp at Jellalabad: and, vigorous 
measures not being taken, the offence was 
repeated and a duflbdar of Tail’s horse fell a 
victim to the Affghans. On the murderer taking 
refuge in a village, Tait immediately surrounded it 
with Ins men; and then reported the circumstance 
to Gen. Pollock ; who, after consulting with Capt 
Maegregor, sent to tell the people of the village 
that if they did not, within a specified time, give 
up the malefactor to be hanged by us, he would 
burn the -village, and put every living being in it 
to death. The time had not expired when this 
news came. Gruel as an action of this kind may 
appear, it is probably the best method of striking 
terror into these savages, and perhaps of eventually 
preventing bloodshed. 

Capt, Mackenzie has brought me intelligence of 
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Sale’s having broken three ol' his libsj from his 
horse falling with him ; and that he has snfferccl 
also from inflammation in consequence of the ac- 
cident; but tliat lie is fast recovering, if nut, as he 
says he is, quite well and lit for work again, 

17^//. — I heard this morning that part of my 
letters regarding tlie siege laid arrived in Eng- 
land, and been hud before tlic Court of Directors. 

2Qth . — Lady Macnaghten and a part of the 
ladies breakfasted with Dost iMahommed Ivhan 
and liis ladies. Tliey were told that, if the Sirdar 
gains the Bala Ilissar, we shall all go there ; ii’ 
not, wc go to Jellalabad. 

One report states, th:it the Sirdar, who is re- 
sident at Ben-i-slichr, was to meet Eutteh Jung on 
amicable terms ; but that the latter refused to go 
outside the Bala Ilissar until iMahommed Shah 
Elian and Sultan Jan were given up to him as 
hostages, which was done: but when Eutteh Jung 
got as far as the jVIusjid, flncling Akbar at the 
head of 3,000 men, fearing treacliei'y, he re- 
treated, shut tlie gates, and fired on Akbar’s 
party. Another account states, that when the 
gates were opened for Eutteh Jung to go out, 
Amenoollah released the hostages, and then went 
over to the Sirdar himself. IMaekenzie is supposed 
to be at Tezeen to-day ; and will be here either 
to-morrow or in three days. It is worthy of re- 
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mark) that during Lady SJhcnaghtea’s visit to the 
ladies tliia morning, Dost Mahommed Khan -was 
present the ■whole time ; which -was decidedly, ac- 
cording to Affghan custom, an insult ; as the men 
never are present ■when their wives receive company. 

A Kandaharee female servant of these ladies 
told them, in Hindostanee not to believe a word that 
Dost ]\fahommed said to them ; as his intelligence 
was all false and "ftas intended to mislead them. 

A storm of thunder and rain at dinner-time : in 
the evening we ascended the hUl, about 150 feet; 
and tlien found the ■view bounded by another: so 
we fatigued ourselves to no purpose A fire bea- 
con lighted on the hill at night. 

2 lit. — Lady JIacnaghten and two other ladies 
breakfasted ■with IChoj eh jMahommed IChan’s family ; 
and on this occasion two men were present The 
rest of us were not imdted. 

Khojeh Mahommed sighed much and seemed out 
of spirits. According to the statement of their 
servants, the ladies have not had food cooked for 
them for tw o days in consequence of their grief. 
In these parties they do not eat with the Kaffirs j 
but are profuse of their expressions of good will ; 
.ind desire us to ask them for any tiling we require. 

Their profesalons were put to the test ; at lea&t 
those of Dost Mahommed himself: a gentleman 
asked for a cluUum, and was told to go to the devil 
(Doom Shud). 



THE CATTIVITY. 


351 


I received two notes tVoin Sale dated the loth; 
iiiforniiiig me that he had received a highly gra- 
ti lying letter iroin Lord Ellenborough, and another 
from. Sir Jasper Eicholls, regarding the holding of 
Jcllalabad, the chupao on Akbar’s camp, &c. ; and 
stating that the 35th were to be made light in- 
fantry ; the Company’s troops to have medals, and 
to bear ‘‘ J cUalabad ” and a mural crown on their 
colours: also thatLordEllcnburough would request 
Her ^Majesty’s permission that the 13th should bo 
similarly honoured. 

Chintz, sugar candy, tea, and cheese, distributed 
amongst the ladies ; they were sent to us by our 
friends at Jelltdabtid: also Shalu (Turkey red 
cotton cloth) and jean, with boots and shoes for 
the gentlemen. We also received the March over- 
land mail. I heard a droll anecdote of Akbar 
when he -went off to Cabul froraTezeen. His fol- 
lowers asked him what tent they should take for 
him : his reply was given with great good humour 
(he believed himself on tlie point of mounting a 
throne) ; — “ The ladies and people above have got 
:dl our tents here ; but you may send my salaam to 
Gen. Sale, and ask him to lend me one of those 
he took from me.” 

— The first thing we heard this morning 
was, that ponies had arrived and that wo are 
going to Cabul. They afterwards told us that 
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we are going to Shtwakec, a fort near the Pillar 
The officers went to Dost Mahommed and informed 
him that only thirty-three pomes had arrived, and 
no camels , and that it ivas impossible we could 
move without more means of tnn<!port so the 
order to march at mid-day was resemded, and wc 
ha^e been promised animals to start with early 
to-morrow momuig We arc to go to Khoord 
Cabul, SCI enteen miles, as our first march 

23 rd — Mules arrived for tliree kujavas , but no 
camels, as we take a road that is bad for these 
animals 

Started at a little before 10 a 3I, and got to 
the fort we formerly went to at Khoord Cabul, 
at 6 p JT We travelled fully twenty two miles, 
following the road to Ttzeen, by which we came 
to Zanduh, for some time, and then turning to 
the left Except m a few places the rood was 
tolerable We crossed a highly cultivated valley 
studded with forts , a perfect oasis m our barren 
mountam track The yellow bnar-rose is in 
bloom, and asphodels of tliree different colours, 
yellow, pmk, and a greenish brown, a pretty de- 
scription of borage, and a plant resembhng sage 
with a red fiower , and blue sage m bIo«soni was 
found amongst the wells and stones The climate 
here was much wanner than at Zanduh Wo did 
not stnke into the regular road till we arrived at 
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the Ilut’t Kotul; and here >ve came upon a «ul 
scene of decaying bodies, amongst which poor 
Major Ewart’s was still recognisable. 

There is a fore opposite to the point where the 
short road turns back to Sch Baba ; and another 
at Thana Tarllla, which is the entrance to the 
Thungee on the Jellalabad side. This w’as 
also dreadful to go through ; both to the sight and 
smell equally olfenslvc. 

Immediately after emerging from the pass, 
we took a short cut to the left of the regular 
road, which brought us to the fort. In its im- 
mediate vicinity there was rich cultivation; but 
a great deal of land formerly tilled lies ftdlow this 
year. 

'2Ath. — ^Vc left the fort at about the same time 
as yesterday : our march was eighteen or nineteen 
miles over hill and dale, with a rich valley but 
scantily cultivated on our left. We had a dilHcidt 
ascent over a rocky hill ; after which we passed 
a tope which has no appearance of having been 
opened. There is a fine tank nearly opposite to it, 
shaded by trees, and containing small fish : it is 
supplied with beautifidly clear water from the 
Karez, near it ; from which, I suppose, it takes 
its name of Kareza. We then j)ursucd our way 
over a plain, covered with stones, tiU we ascended 
a diflBcidt rocky hill, Avhich was surmounted by the 
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famous Pillar generally ascribed to Alexander 
the Great It is evidently not of Afigb.tn work- 
manship; and is now out of the perpendicular, 
leaning back, as if it shrank from Cabul. >The 
outer casing is q^uite gone ; and it is not therefore 
wonderful that no inscription exists; and the 
greater part of the square base it rested on has 
also mouldered away. From this spot there is a 
magnificent view. Imiaediately below us was a 
richly cultivated country studded with forts and 
fruit trees, the Logur river, beyond it the Siah 
Sung, and a distant view of Cabul, and then ranges 
of hills, the whole bounded by the mountains of 
Kohistan and the Hindo Kooah, covered with per- 
perpetual snow. The descent on the Cabul side 
is rather more difficult in parts ; particularly when 
you have not an acquaintance of long standing 
■with your horse ; wliich was my case, having hired 
for the day a mere baggage poney, for tlie large 
sum of two rupees six anas. The creature was 
evidently not used to scrambling; and did not 
like it. IVhencver he came to a difficult place, 
he jumped down with his two fore feet ; and then 
considered whether he should bring the hinder ones 
after them ; and in this way jumped up on rocks, 
where kids would joy to disport, but where he 
shook with fear. However, riding was less 
trouble than wtdking on such a road ; and I got 
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sjifely through. Wc passed another tope which 
had been opened, and a ijucce^^ion ot‘ torts ; and 
at lentjfth arrived at Koor ^Mahonnued, the ^Iccr 
Akov’s Fort: hero we were not expected; no 
notice havintj been uiven. The truth is, that the 
Sirdar ordered us to be sent to a tort of !Mahom- 
nied Shah Khan’s, two miles from this one ; but 
Mahommed is to bring his family liither; and 
was determined to keep his own fort for them, 
We were first told that two open stables or cow- 
sheds, down a narrow gulley in the outer square, 
were all the accommodation they had to give us. 

As no one would tight for the ladies, I deter- 
mined to he Yiujhi myself; and I went witli Mr. 
Melville to Dost i\Iahommcd Khan and iMa- 
honmicd Ilufcek. At length our bower j)arty 
got a small room over the gateway of the inner 
fort; with a promise of better quarters for all 
to-morrow. 

The reason given for our sudden Hitting from 
Zauduh is an expected chupao from the two 
chiefs, Azaid Khan, and Aziz Khan ; who offered, 
if Maegregor would furnish the cash, to raise 2000 
men, and carry us off to our friends. 

There was firing of guns :xll day long ; and at 
night very sharp firing, without much intermis- 
sion. Being in pain from the arm that was Avounded, 
and in great anxiety for the result (having heard 
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from tlio Affglians here tliat Akbar meant to 
surprise and take the Bala Hissar), I never 
closed luy eyes, until after daybreak j ■when ■we 
heard the muezrin call to prayers. 

25^4. — The tables were turned last night ; for a 
sally was made from the Bala Hissar; and Ma- 
honuncd Akbar Khan was, they say, nearly caught. 
He escaped to a fort near the Shah’s camp, beliind 
Siah Sung. 

The females were removed from this fort, 
and we all got excellent quarters* In addition 
to tile two rooms apportioned to our party, wc 
have permission to sit, in the daytime, in a room 
ill a hourj, a small octagon with oorsees or open- 
work lattices. There are two ^ghts of steep 
steps to mount to it from our apartments, which 
are upstairs ; but the view from, it is so refresh- 
ing, looking over all the forts and higlily culti- 
vated grounds; it has the advantage of being 
always cool ; and which compensates for the trouble 
in getting there. 

The Sirdar says he ^Yi^ not remain here when 
our force cornea up, but retire to the Kohktan, 
and allow tlie English to take Cabul : after whicli 
he win come forward with an offer to go to 
Hiudostan, and. taka hia firther’a place, if they 
will permit the Ameer Dost ISIahommcd Khan to 
letum. and rule m this country. 
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2Qth . — We heard a few guns early in the 
morning. This day they say the Sirdar is to have 
a friendly conference ^Yith Fntteh Jung; but it is 
to be hoped that the latter ayUI not put himself into 
the power of his treacherous enemy. 

IClian Shireen Khan, the head of the Kuzzll- 
bashes, keeps neuter. Zeman Shah Ivliau seems 
to be but a lukewarm friend of the Sirdar. 

The e:entlemcn of Cabul are all disgusted at the 
treachery that took place, ending in the murder 
of Shah Shoojah. 

The shopkeepers and merchants wish ibr us 
back ; as the circulation of rupees Is much less 
than in our tunc : and the cultivators would fain 
leave the army and look after their crops. 

Gen. Pollock offers to exchange the captive 
ladies and children, against iUebar’s family of four 
wives with their children. One of the former is a 
daughter of Mahommed Shah Khan ; and another 
is a sister of SirbaUan Khan’s. Capt. Troup 
came to see us, and brought us a messiigo from 
the Sirdar, desiring we would all write to him, 
and state whatever we required, that he might 
send it to us. 

27th. — Capt. Troup retmned to the Sirdai*, 
and took our notes and lists with him; also a 
letter for Sale, though ho doubts its being sent 
inunediately. This day was fixed for a con- 
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fercnco between Akbar and FutteU Jung : Akbar 
required vacate the Bala Hissat; and 

eays he may go into the strongest fort in tlie 
neighbourhood, and keep all lus guns ; giving up 
Ilia army, wherewith Akbar is to go down and 
fight the British force. No firing heard to- 
day; but we hope that Futtch Jung will ma- 
nage to hold out until our force comes to his 
assistance. 

28/A — The advance of our army has arrived at 
Gundamuk ; and the rest are following, purchasing 
up carriage at any expense. 

The Kandaliar force have been attacked b} 
the Affghans; who have been signally defeated; 
^Yhich has struck such terror into them, that 
they arc flying in all directions: this is their 
own account. 

29//i. — Sujat Dowlut, the son of Zeman Shah 
Khan, and the murderer of Shah Shoojah, came to 
the fort to visit Ali ilohammcd Khan. To his 
father 3 honour be it said that he refused to see 
him for some time after the minder. It is 
reported that we lea\e tliis place in six days for 
— no one knows where. 

30/A — There was firing late in the e\ cning from 
the Bala Hissar and the city, A man of some 
respectability, with three or four followers, came 
to see Capt. Johnson, and bring him some things : 
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they were ull taken away by the AiVghand ; anti 
the people carried otV prlsonero to Akbar. 

The Kuz/albac-hes have openly deehircd in 
tavour ol' Fut tell Jung. They are throwing jn'o- 
vislons into the Bala IIii=ar ; anti i?trengthening 
the worlcs. 

Oiu* troops have been some thiys at Gun- 
damuk. There are orders that the ullieers arc 
not to go out of the tort, jts they did betbre, to 
bathe. We hope we shall not be interdicted 
walking in the garden, as we always have gntirds 
with us there : anti evorv night we are loekctl into 
the Sfj[nare ; and the servants cannot go outside 
the gate tor any purpose without a guard. 

June. — The i\aib Shureet' is obliged to 
hide for safety. i\Iahonnned Bufeek is sent 
away ; and Ali i\rohanunetl Khan has now sole 
charge of us, 

2(7. — It is true tlait our troops left Kandahar 
on the 16th of last month. General Kott's force 
has given the Affghtnis a fourth beating at 
Khelat-i-Gilzle ; and killed 2000 men. Gen. 
Pollock’s division is expected here on the loth. 

Sharp firing all day ; particularly in the after- 
noon, evening, and all night, 

3f7. — The servants have a report that when- 
ever we leave this place, Futteh Jung means to 
chupao ns ; and that twenty men arc always on the 
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watcli, mounted^ to carry tlio intclligenco of our 
removal to liim. 

Ath.- — Capt. Troup came toue; and brought 
me two parcels from Sale ; one of wlucli was for 
distribution among&t the ladies. Also letters 
enclosing copies of Lord EUenborough’s and Sir 
Jasper NichoUs’ letters to lilm. Their contents 
were so gratifying that I shook off all my feverish 
feelings and concomitant weakness 5 and in the 
gladness of my heart felt quite well again. 

Troup seems to think that the Sirdar will 
succeed in getting possession of the Bala Hissar. 
He assures Eutteh Jung that he has a mine all 
re.ady to spring j but will not have recourse to it 
till the last moment. Now this is an evident 
ruse j for if he had the means he would take the 
Bala Hissar at once: and we have heard, that he 
has mined in three places to the extent of twehe 
hauls ; but has each time come to solid rock, on 
which the miners can make no impression. The 
cosaid, who brought our letters, brought one also 
for the Sirdar ; and another for Eutteh Jung from 
Maegregor : on the receipt of the latter, Futtch 
Jung fired a royal salute and made a sally. 

The Sirdar sent ua some coarse cloth, soap, an 
AflPghan chillumchee, and some tallow candles: 
others received sundry donations of the like 
kind. 
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6th . — The Sirdar is said to have possession of 
•the Bala Hissar ; and to occupy the gate nearest 
to us: while the Kuzzilbashes hold the Chan- 
dowlee gate ; and Mahomined Shah another. 
T'utteh Jung is said to have given up two lakhs 
of rupees to Akbar. 

The tale of the mine was true; but Futteh Jung 
had filled it with water. 

Mahommed Shah Khan and Sultan Jan have 
been daily for three days at the Bala Hissar, un- 
attended; in conference with the Shahzada, who 
gave them khelluts, &c. He then asked Mahom- 
med Akbar Khan to meet him in friendly con- 
ference in the gateway, each to have only five 
followers : but the Sirdar refused to go further 
than John Hicks’ tomb, fearing treachery. He had 
previously warned Mahommed Shall not to trust 
Futteh Jung ; who might easily have secured the 
two others each of these days : but we suspect his 
aim was to lull them into security, to enable 
liim to seize the Sh’dar. 

Here he has shown bad policy : for though 
Akbar is the superior in rank, Mahommed Shah 
has the troops, and what money they can raise 
at command. Sultan Jan is the fighting arm of 
the trio, -under the latter; whilst Akbar sits in 
durbar, laughs, talks, and squeezes all who are 
suspected of having money. He has carefully 
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kept all our notes to lum, asking for or thanking 
liim. for things received; no doubt to produce 
at the last} as a further proof of his kindness to 
hia captives. Dr. Grant is said to be alive and 
safe with some Bunneahj who of course keeps him 
secreted from the chiefs, that he and not they may 
have a reward; but we heard so positively that he 
was killed, near the lake beyond Behmaru, that 
our hopes are hut faint. 

Much firing in the evening and night. 

7</i. — We hear that last night there was a 
sortie from the Bala Hissar and an attack made 
on two guns of jilahommed Akhar’e. They did not 
succeed in capturing them ; but took some ammu- 
nition and camels. An attempt was made to 
carry otf the camels belonging to this fort, which 
were out grazing; but six horsemen went from 
hcucc and rescued them. 

Akbar says be does not spring his mine be- 
cause it will damage the walls of the Bala Hissar, 
and make it easier for the English to enter the 
place; and that even were the gates open, he 
doubts the courage of his troops to enter them. 

AmenooUah Klian Las been for some time so- 
liciting permission to leave the Sirdar, to go to 
Eoghur on important affairs of his own: this Las 
induced the Sirdar to seize him, wliich is now 
supposed to be the cause of all the firing wc heard 
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last nlglit, Whctlier this -will prove for our ad- 
vantage or notj remains to be proved. 

This chief is said to have eighteen lakhs of 
rupees ; which Mahomined Akbar Kkan will pro- 
bably endeavour to squeeze out of him : however, 
he is not likely to have it here. If his treasure is 
secure at Loghur, and his sons rise in his favour 
(as he can briug 10,000 men into the field), a 
very powerful diversion may be formed, whether 
they join us or Futteh Jung : if, on the contrary, 
Akbar procures even one laldr of ready cash, he 
can do much mischief ; by raising troops even for 
a few weeks to annoy om* force. The celerity 
with which troops are raised is quite astonishing 
to us ; who are accustomed to see recruits drilled 
for a length of time. Here, every man is born a 
soldier ; every child has his knife, — that weapon 
which has proved so destructive in the hands of a 
hostile peasantry, incited against us by the mool- 
lahs, who threaten eternal perdition to all Avho 
do not join in the cause of the Ghazeeas ; whilst' 
heaven, filled with Houris, is the recompence 
for every man who falls in a religious war. With 
them, the only expense attending the soldier con- 
rists in his pay, which is scanty; his horse, if 
he have one, is his own ; and every AtFghan 
is armed completely with some three or four of 
these knives, of different sizes — from that as long 

K. 2 
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ia a sword to a «mail dagger — pistols, and a 
juzail , w lucli latter predominates over the match- 
lock they carry much farther than our mOskets, 
so that vvlien our men are beyond range to hit 
them, they pour a destroying fire on us Ke- 
gardmg these same muskets bemg better tlian 
matchlocks , those who had only the latter may 
have taken them of late m exchange, but, ge- 
nerally speaking, the only useful part to the 
Affghans arc the locks, which they tear off, and 
leave the rest. 

Capt. Troup did not return to the Sirdar till 
tins mormng The man, who w ent with him, has 
returned , and states that the Sirdar has blown up 
the bastion of the Bala His^ar which is nearest to 
the Shor Bazar There is, however, some dis- 
crepancy in his account , as he states that he '=aw' 
the Sirdar’s men parading about on the tops of 
the %ery bastion that has been destroyed he also 
added, that they w ei e busily emploj ed m tlirowmg 
out the dead bodies 

It IS a great pity that Gen Pollocks force 
docs not mo\e up lutteh Jung pays the Hin- 
dobtanees m tlie Bala Hibsar a rupee a day to 
keep natch at the gates, being afraid to trust 
the Aflghans 

Malxommed Akbar’s guns arc n orked by three 
ChupHL-Sics, tw o Buglers, and a few otiicr of our 
runaways 
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It is said tliat whenever we leave this place, 
there wiU he great opposition made to our re- 
moval ; and that various parties wiU endeavour to 
get us into their power. 

3 p. M. — Further accounts have just been 
brought in ; stating that yesterday’s fight, at the 
Bala Hissar, was commenced by Sultan Jan. 
When he got tu’ed, Mahommed Shah Khan took 
his place; and when he too was fatigued, the 
Sirdar assumed command in person. Wlien he 
brought his sjim to bear on the mine at the 
boiuj, Futteh Jung ran another gun opposite ; 
and blew the Sirdar’s gun away ! — a novel method 
of firing ar train ; nevertheless it seems the mine 
Avas fired ; and, by some bungling, Akbar blew uj) 
300 of his own men. But Futteh Jung gave in, 
and the Sh’dar is supposed to have the Bala 
Hissar. We only obtain such information as the 
Khan and his guard are pleased to communicate ; 
excepting those of our party Avho perchance over- 
hear them speaking amongst themselves ; when, 
hoAvever, they generally use Pushtoo, to preA'^ent 
our understanding them. Four Coolies have 
arrived Avith tAvo tin boxes and two baskets from 
Tezeen. They are supposed to have come from 
Jellalabad; as all were quickly huddled into a 
room and locked up ; and a man despatched to the 
Sirdar to knoAV his pleasure concerning them. 

R 3 
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The packets have been (Ustributed ; mostly me- 
diciue for Dr. Magrath. 

There were letters and newspapers ; but those 
have been sent to the Sirdar, 

In the garden in the evening we heard that the 
Sirdar had sent his salaam> that he '^vas master of 
the Bala Hissar : but just as we entered the gate 
we heard that, so far from that being the case, 
he had only taken the bong above. Now that 
same bourj above cd^pletely commands the fort. 
However Akbar has 'no guns in it ; though bj 
manual labour he could easily drag them up. 
The mountain tnun guns go up on mules well ; 
and I have seen them myself practising over that 
very hill. 

There is another ^port that Grool ISIaliommed 
is to chupao ns inMour days. BTo heard the 
I’cport of some juzails between nine and ten 

P.M. 

8</t. — The servants declare, that above forty 
guns were fired last nigbt between eleven and 
twelve ; but some of the officers, who were 
awake, did not hear them any more than 1 did. 
On the same authority we have a mmour of 
Futtcli Jung’s having taken two of the Sirdar» 
tents and. some ammunition j and of lus having 
killed forty of hia Ghazeeas, 

They say that the Sirdar sent Zemau Shah 
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Khan to .treat 'with Futteh Jung ; and to propose 
that the latter should remain king ; making 
Akhar his wiizeer; and that he should make 
over all the guns and troops to him, to go and 
fight the English with. Futteh Jung has placed 
Zeman Shah Klian in confinement, until he gets 
a reply to his message to the Sirdar, in which he 
accedes to his request ; on condition that he pre- 
viously places all the captives in his hands. 

9th. — Capt. Mackenzie arrived ; and brought 
some neAvspapers and letters, — those which we 
have been expecting back from the Sirdar : and 
we strongly suspect that he has kept many. 
Mackenzie assures us that Futteh Jung has 
surrendered the Bala Hissar to Akbar Klian ; 
who has demanded all his treasure, as the first 
step he takes. 

There seems to have been no military necessity 
for the surrender. One bourj had been mined ; 
but traverses might have been thrown up to 
render the place perfectly secure from any 
Affghan attack. It is probable that the Arabs 
were intimidated by the effect of the mine ; that 
being a species of warfare they particularly dread. 
Futteh Jung had held out for a month — the 
time, it is said, he had promised to do so ; and 
Pollock’s force not moving to his succour, he 
probably became disheartened. He now has not 

R 4 
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only loat Ins treasure, but it is likelj be ma} 
lose lus life also for ho ne^ er can feel safe \\him 
m the pottcr of Akbar and Mahommed Shah 
The latter resides in the Bala Hii«ar, the formei 
m the Shor Bazar Both Jilahommcd Shah and 
Sultan Jan were ivounded in the explosion of the 
hourj, by stones falling on their heads 

Pollock 8 force is suffering from sickness , oc- 
casioned by the great heat of Jellalabad 

Col Parsons arrangements only extend to 
camels and carnage cattle as fai as Pcshaner 
Capt hlackeson, with great difficulty, pn \ ailed on 
them to go as far as Jellahbad, but no further 
and immense exertions have been made to enable 
the force to leave that place The arrangements 
arc, we hear, nearly completed but now tint 
Akbir has money (18 lakhs, it is said) at his com- 
mand, he may raise troopii to liarass our* 

Gen Nott IS said still to he encamped on tin-' 
•side of Khelat i Gdzie A week or ten days ago, 
one brigade might have taken Cabul without 
opposition 

The Affghons arc very jealous of any people 
coming to us , lest vv c should obtain information 
A yomigman of great respectability, wlio came to 
bring some things for Capt Johnson a few dxjs 
since, his been fined 6000 rupees , andm addition 
to that has been tortured, and had all Ins uaila 
torn out 
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10^/^. — A slight earthquake in the morning; and 
four shocks during' the night. 

— Our guard is increased by thirty men. 

The fruit in the garden is sold to a Khoord ; 
who says, if we will pay him a few rupees, we 
may eat any we like : but the grapes are sour, 
and will not be ripe for these sis weeks at 
least. The sour plums make preserves. 

It appears very uncertain what power Akbar 
really possesses. The Kuzzilbashes occupy the 
gate which commands then’ quarter. Mahommed 
Shah Khan has one. Futteh Jung is still king, 
and lives in the interior of the Bala Hissar. 
Akbar still inhabits a house in the Shor Bazai*. 

\2th . — A Hindostanee was severely beaten at 
the gate ; being suspected of bringing in news. 

13?A. — A Peshawer-i-Suwar Avas beaten, and 
had his horse taken from him, for attemjDting to 
come here : if he had any letters, they were not 
discovered. 

Various reports to-day: some, that our troops 
are at Gundamuk ; and others that the forces both 
at J ellalabad and at Kandahar, &c. are all retreat- 
ing to the provinces, and leaving us to enjoy the 
gentle mercies of our captors. 

14^/i. — Ali Mahommed Khan savs that we shall 

•/ 

not leave this fort : that even if Akbar meditated 
our removal, the various tribes, by whom we are 

R 5 
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surrounded, would look to their own interests j and 
interfere to get us into their own hands. This 
agrees with what Dost Mahommed Khan told us 
at Zanduh ; that the Sirdar had been peremptory 
in ordering our removal to Cabul ; but that he had, 
in so doing, committed a great mistake ; as he 
would probably find out in three or four days 
after our arrival at the capital ; and when it would 
be too late to rectify his error. 

I5t/t. — In conseq^uence of having yesterday 
given a rupee to the Khoordish Baghwan, he had 
this evening two dallies of the finest mulberries 
the garden produced (the Bddanas) ready for us ; 
nicely cooled by the riU of the stream, and 
covered with a shower of roses. We filled our 
basket ; and sat and ate the fruit under the vines ; 
and look forward to delicious sherbet from the 
flowers to-morrow. 

16th. — Towards morning we were awakened by 
such a noise, that we could not possibly imagine 
it to be less than a chupao : on inquiry it proved 
to be a row between an ayah and a bearer. 

The on-dit of to-day is, that 4000 Sikhs arc to 
hold JcUalabad, whilst our troops come up to 
Cabul. The Afighana say that eight of our regiments 
are at Guudamuk. On the arrival of the force it 
is expected by the Affghans that Akbar and 
Mahommed Shah will flee ; but that ^ery few of 
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their followers will accompany them. They will 
take us with them ; either to Mecca or Koom ! 
By the latter they mean Constantinople. 

They tell us that Futteh Jung is a prisoner. 

Late in the evening news arrived that Kamran 
(who, by-the-bye, we heard was put to death by 
his minister, Yai Mahommed, some time since) is 
coming with an army from Herat ; to form a coa- 
lition with Futteh Jung, Akbar, the Ghilzyes, 
and all the Atfghan chiefs. They are to go down 
and fight our force : if they are successful, we are 
to remain as we are ; if not, to be sent vi^ Charekar 
to Turkistan. 

A report prevalent amongst the AflPghans that 
our force has marched from J ellalabad ; and that 
we consequently shall soon be removed from 
hence. 

The Prince Futteh J ung is still in confinement, 
Mahommed Akbar Khan, Mahommed Shah Khan, 
and the Ghilzye chiefs, are bent on having him 
put to death. Zeman Shah Khan, and the more 
moderate party, oppose it : not from affection for 
us or him, but as a measure of better policy. The 
Ghazeeas, however, are determined to steep the 
chiefs as deeply in blood as they can, to prevent 
the possibility of their making any terms with 
us. They say the captives shall not be taken 
away from Cabul ; and that if the Sirdar or any 

K 6 
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of the GliUzyc chiefs attempt to fly, they will 
put them to death, 

Zcinan Khan wishes the Sirdar to send him to 
Jelialabad to treat j tahing the captiyes with him. 
This Akhar will not hear of : and they ha\ ehad a 
quarrel, ending in a light. The sound of cannon 
has been he.ard; also yollies of musketry. A 
grand battle is to come off on Sunday. 

18tA. — Waterloo day, — It seems that we arc 
to be sent via the Kobistan to Bokhara. Mac- 
kenzie writes, that we arc to be prepared for a 
sudden move. 

19tA. — A letter is said to have arrived from 
Gen. PoUoek to Akbar ; who, with Kutteh Jung 
and all the cliiefs, is going in four days to 
Jelialabad to salaam. The Ameer is on bis wa} 
up to resume tlie throne. 

21st. — > Hemy’s birthday ; celebrated by a 
great battle in Cabul; in which Akbar haJ 
been victorious; though he has lost from sixt_v 
to eighty men. 

Zeman Sliah IChan is said to have been made 
prisoner, with both his sons. 

Another report states, they ha> e all three es- 
caped; also, that Zeman. was sunoundedin afort* 
but contrhed to get away from it. lie had 
eighteen guns out j and the Sirdar had as manj ; 
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the latter is going down to Jellalabad^ to give 
battle to tbe English force there. 

22d . — Various reports to-day: — That Zeman 
Khan lost fifteen guns yesterday, and all his 
treasure: — that to-morrow there will be a great 
fight, between the Sirdar and Khan Shheen 
Khan. 

• Later accounts in the evening state that Khan 
Shireen has made his salaam ; and that we are to 
go to the Bala Hissar. Plenty of firing heard 
by us : said by some to be fighting ; by others 
to be salutes in honour of Futteh Jung being 
declared king. 

. 23(7. — The Dost is not to come up until after 
the rains. Ko chance of our removal at present. 

25 th . — Mackenzie and Troup arrived. 

Colonel Palmer is said to have been tortured 
at Ghuznee. Mohun Lull has been seized, and 
tortured. Humza Khan has been imprisoned by 
the Sirdar. Ali Bega, Naib Shureef, and Jan 
Fishan Khan have fled : the latter’s two sons have 
been murdered. Osman EFan (the late wuzeer) 
has been seized by Akbar. Kott is said to have 
returned to Kandahar ; after putting to death all 
his Alfghau captives, and blowing up Kelat-i- 
Ghfizie. This seems (if true) to be a strange 
proceeding, if we are to retain the country ; as the 
fortress was but just completed ; and was con- 
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sidcrcd an indispensable site for a granary and 
depot of troops. IMajor Eawiinson’s opinion is, 
that our troops will all be withdrawn in the 
autumn : but this does not square with the order, 
received by Ali Bega from Dallas, to lay in all 
the provisions he can possibly store in Cabul. 

Ali Mahommed tells us that the Khyberries 
have risen ; and that we have sent two regiments 
and two guns against them : but there is an ink- 
ling that more guns have arrived at J ellalabad ; 
and therefore we might have sent a force to pro- 
tect them on their way up. They say, also, that 
Pollock has actually moved up as far as Gunda- 
muk ; and there is a report that our men at Bud- 
decabad have been set at liberty by our troops ; 
who blew up the fort, and also that at Tighree. 

26t/i. — A report that 10,000 Sikhs have come 
up from Peshawer ; that they are in the Lugh- 
man valley ; have destroyed Tiglirec ; and, fearing 
a chupao on Buddecahad, all the prisoners there 
were brought away ; they were fed on bread and 
water only after we left them. The day after our 
departure, ISIrs. Wade (wife of a sergeant) changed 
her attire, threw off the European dress, and 
adopted the costume of the Iilussulmans; and, pro- 
fessing bo have eluuxged her creed also, coasorfc^l 
with the Nazir of our inveterate enemy, ilaliom- 
med Shall Klian *, and gave information of some 
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plans laid by the men for their escape ; which 
nearly caused them all to have their throats cut. 
Having reported to her Alfghan paramour- the 
manner in which her husband had secreted some 
gold mohurs in lus jorabs, he was of course plun- 
dered of them. The Ilindostanccs were stripped 
of every article of clothing they possessed ; and 
had even the rags taken off their sores, to ascer- 
tain there was no money concealed: they were 
then turned out. Some got to .TcUalabad ; 
through the kindness of a Hindu JBunneah, avIio 
sent them down on a jhala ; others have been 
made slaves. Of the unfortunate servants, Mrs. 
Sturt and I left behind us, we have no tidings. 

The Eiu’opeans found it ch’cadfully hot at Bud- 
dccabad; and most of tliem were attacked by fever : 
their only remedy being bleeding with a pen- 
knife ; in which iMr. Blewitt was very successful. 
One man (Sergt. Bcynolds), who was left there 
with a broken arm, died of lockjaw. 

Sergt. Bare brought with him the colour of the 
44th which has been before mentioned. A few 
days after Capt. Soutcr’s arrival at Buddeeabad, 
Brig. Shelton expressed a wish that the colour 
should be given to his servant (Moore, of the 
44th) ; for the purpose of sewing it in a piece of 
cloth ; and to keep it in his possession. Previous 
to oiu’ quitting Buddeeabadj the Brigadier sug- 
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gestcd that the colour should be left with Sergt. 
Fare ; who, with the party that was left at the 
fort, would, it was expected, be released before 
those who proceeded to Cabul. Sergt. Fare 
hcpt the colour concealed by wrapping it round 
him ; and when he joined us here (at ShewaL.ee) 
he made it over to Gen. Shelton ; who retains it 
in his possession. 

Of so incorrect a peisonage as Mrs. lyade I 
shall Only further say, that she is at hlaliommed 
Shah Klian’s fort wth her Affghan lover ; and has 
taken with her young Stoker. As he is the son 
of a man in Sale’s regiment, I am doing all I can 
to get the Sirdar (tlirough Capt. Troup's en* 
treaty) to have him brought here; and agjun 
placed under Airs. Burnes’s care. She and her 
infant are looking very miserable, as are most of 
the men. 

Col. Stoddart and Capt. Arthur ConoUy arc 
prisoners at Bokliara. The latter had been enthu- 
siastically employed in endeavouring to effect the 
release of the sla\e3 lu Kokan. The king of 
Bokhara conquered the chief of that country ; and 
placed ConoUy in confinement at Bokliara. lie 
and Ids fellow-prisoner, by the last accounts, had 
been 126 days confined in a dungeon undcrgroimd, 
■without light; they had ncser ciiangcd their 
clothes, nor washed ; and their food was let down 
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to them once iii ioiir or five days. A native, wlio 
had compassion on them, received a message 
through the person who took their food to them ; 
and through him Conolly has communicated Avitli 
his family here ; who, alas ! are now powerless to 
assist him. 

We ate the iirst really ripe apricots (zerduloos') 
and cherries {(julas') brouglit in from the city: but 
the produce of tlie Ivohistan, the aloo baloo, or 
sour Avild cherry, in the garden, is now pretty 
ripe ; and tlic apricots and sojue of tlie green plums 
are ripening. The 2 )each of this garden is very in- 
ferior to Avhat I used to 2 )urchase last year. The 
best apricot in it is the Avliite one ; it is called 
kysce ; and has a flaA'Our of rose-Avatcr. 

The red plum is not permitted to ripen pro- 
perly : it has some ilavour ; and is called tmma- 
soolc. The green plum looks something like a 
greengage ; but lias no Ilavour except that of eau 
sucree. 

It is said, on the authority of Sergt.Wade, — 
Avho Avas infomred by Ins Avife, Avho professed to liavc 
her information from Mahommed Shah Khan’s 
family, — that Ave are all going to be sent to Bok- 
hara. There is also a report, not hoAvever trace- 
able to any foundation, that Pollock’s force is not 
to move upAvards until the middle of August. 

28th . — An earthc|uakc about 11 A. M., and an- 
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gested that the colour should be left with Sergt. 
Fare; who, with the party that was left at the 
fort, would, it was expected, he released before 
those who proceeded to Cabul. Sergt. Parc 
kept tlie colour concealed by wrapping it round 
him; and when he joined us here (at Shewakee) 
he made it over to Gen. Shelton ; who retains it 
in his po&session. 

Of so incorrect a personage as dtrs. IVade I 
shall only further say, that she is at ^Mahommed 
Sliah Khan’s fort with her Affghan lover ; and ims 
taken with her young Stoker. As he is the son 
of a man in Sale’s regiment, I am doing all I can 
to get the Sirdar (through Capt Troup’s en- 
treaty) to have him brought here; and again 
placed under Mrs. Burnes’s care. She and her 
infant are looking very miserable, as are most of 
the men. 

Col. Stoddart and Capt. Arthur ConoHy arc 
prisoners at Bokhara. The latter had been enthu- 
siastically employed in endeavouring to effect the 
release of the slaves in Kokan. The king of 
Bokliara conquered the chief of that country ; and 
placed ConoUy in confinement at Bokhara. He 
and his fellow-prisoner, by the last accounts, liad 
been 126 days confined in a dungeon undcigroimd, 
without light: they l\ad nc\ct changed their 
clothes, nor washed ; and their food was let down 
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to them once in rour oi* live (Iny.s. -V native, who 
had compassion on them, received a message 
tlu'ough the person who took their food to them ; 
and tlu-ough him Conolly has communicated with 
his family licrc; who, alas! are now powerless to 
assist him. 

We ate the iirst really ripe apricots (^zcrddlooa) 
;md cherries (j/nhis) brought in from tlie city : but 
the produce of the Kohistan, the aloo baloo, or 
sour wild cherry, in tlie garden, is now pretty 
ripe; and the apricots and some of tlie green plums 
arc ripening. The peach of this garden is very in- 
ferior to what I usetl to purchase last year. 'L'he 
best apricot in it is the white one ; it is called 
kysce ; and has a ilavour of rose-water. 

The red plum is not permitted to ripen pro- 
perly: it has some Ilavour ; and is called turua- 
sook. The green plum looks something like a 
greengage ; but has no flavour except that of am 
sucree. 

It is said, on the authority of Sergt. A7ade, — 
who was informed by Ins wife, who professed to have 
her information from Mahonuned Shah Khan’s 
family, — that we arc all going to be sent to Bok- 
hara. There is also a report, not however trace- 
able to any foundation, that Pollock’s force is not 
to move upwards until the middle of August. 

2Sth. An earthcjuakc about 11 a. m., and an- 
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other about 9 p. m. ; sufficient both, times to make 
tlic roof creak. u b 

We have beard from undoubted authority that 
Mahomnaed Akbar Khan said in the durbar, be- 
fore he left Cabul to follow our troops in January, 
that it was lus intention to go and kntih hurra, 
or cut the throats of aU our force ; and, after that, 
let THEM beware, — meaning the chiefs. He seems 
to be now verifying bia promise ; and is, by all ae- 
counts, sf^ueezing as much wealth as lie can out 
of all those who arc in his power ; and disgusting 
every one of them. 

29fft. — Jan Kishan Khan has escaped to Jel- 
lalaba J Khan Shircen Khan, and many of those 
friendly to the English, have retired into the 
hills. 

ZOth . — ^Troup left us ; taking part of my journal, 
and plenty of letters ; as it is said he is to be sent 
to Jellalabad. jUIackeuzie is ill with fe^er; and 
unable to go with Inm. 

Julj/ 1st.— The Sirdar has promised that Stoker 
riiall be sent back to ua j but he lias not yet 
arrived. 

3rJ.— Troup arrived; and brought us a comb and 
two caps from Mahounned Rufeek. The Shdar 
still talks of sending liim to Jellalabad ; but taya 
ho must wait four or fi'vc days, as he, the Sirdar, 

13 busy cohccfmg his revenue. Tlic hostages 



THE CAl'TlVITr. 


379 


lire nil coming here to-morrow or next day. I 
feiu" their arrival will crowd ns very much ; and at 
present we have jMaekcnzic, Waller, and IMclville 
laid up Avith fever. 

Thuor Shah says that if the English will sup- 
port him on liis father’s throne, well and good ; if 
not, that he will prefer going to Loodianah, on a 
pension. 

A man has just come in, and reports that our 
troops are in the Lughmau valloy. AV’^e conclude 
they arc foraging parties, collecting grain. 

-Wi . — The Cabullees say they will cut xVkbar 
in pieces, before they will permit us to be taken 
away. The hostages are sold to .iUebar for 400 
gold mohurs. 

Sultan Khan, said to be made Sirdar-i-Sirdaran. 

5th . — The AVuzeer Akbar Khan Avent to reside 
in the Bala Hissar. Troup, Avho left us, had to 
foUoAV him there Avith Pottin2;er. 

6^/t. — AH the hostages are to come here ; ex- 
cept Conolly, Avho is to remain Avith the AA^uzecr 
in the Bala Hissax*. There are reports that our 
troops have left Kandahar ; having received a 
number of camels from Sindh. AVheii the cossid 
started, they had made tlwec marches hither- 
Avards. As a cossid takes eight or ten days to 
come, they must have left Kandahar about the 
26th or 28th. They have tAventy-tAVO marches 
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thence to Cabwl; which, with the detention at 
Ghuznec, and on the road, if they have any fight- 
ing, will retard the arrival of the force until front 
the 25th instant to the 1st of August. i 
Akhar has ordered the ditch round the Bala 
Hissar to he cleaned out; and proposes sending 
6000 men, under Mahommed Shalt Klian, to oc- 
cupy the passes between this place and JeUalabad. 
But his grand battle is to take place here, on the 
plain in front of the Bala Hissar. Akbar has 
ordered every one to bo fined who addresses lum, 
or speaks of him, otherwise than as the wuzeer, 
jSIrs, Burnes’ cliild died ; and was buried under the 
lull : the service was performed by !Mr, Eyre. 

^The news we heard yesterday is confinned 
by Troup and Conolly; with this addition from 
the IHian, that Timor Shah is proclaimed IHng of 
Ivandahar. Col. Palmer is said to have died at 
Ghuznec. 'SVlien ilahommed Alcbar Khan went 
to the durbar the day we left Cabul, prepared for 
his journey, and publicly declared that it was his 
intention to huttle hurra all the English, Zemau 
Sliah Klian sent to ConoUy, who wrote off to ' 
^lajor Pottingcr, to put him on his guard. Thw 
letter arrived at Bhoodkliak while Pottingcr and 
Akbar were in conference : the tre.ating went on 
notwithstanding, and the result was the hostages 
being given. At this tunc, the people at Cahul all 
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suppocod that, as Akbai* had only about 300 men 
with him, we should make him prisouci*. 

A^Hicu Shah Shoojah was killed, a letter was 
found on him from Capt. Maegregor, dated in 
April ; telling him to hold out lifteeu days longer, 
and ho should have assistance. 

The Aawaub Zemau Shah Ivhtiu has spent two 
lakhs in raising men on our side ; and in feeding 
troops to act against Akbar. He has still 
1000 men; but now wants money. He also fed 
hundreds of wretched Hlndostauces, who were 
starving in Cabul ; great numbers of whom were 
seized, sold for one and two rupees each, and 
sent to Turkistan. Zeman Shah Khan did every 
tiling ill his power to put a stoi) to this. 

8t/i. — iMishdeen, in the Ahmedzye country, 
S.E. of Tezeeii, belongs to Sultan Khan. This is 
the place we are likely to go to, if we are removed 
from hence. 'When little Tootsey (Capt.^iViidersoii’s 
child) was carried olf in the Khoord Cabul pass, 
she was taken direct to Cabul : and the Khan rode 
up and down the streets with her ; offering her for 
Side for 4000 rupees. After some negotiation 
regarding the price, Conolly purchased the child ; 
who was in the hands of Amenoollah Khan. A 
plot was laid to take Conolly’s life, and that of the 
other hostages ; but Taj ]\Iahomined Khan gave 
them tmiely warning not to attend the King, 
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should they be sent for. The restoration of the 
eliild was a good pretext ; and AmenooUali tried 
to persuade them to go and thank the king for his 
kindness ; when, as soon as they reached the door, 
they were to have been assasrinated. They made 
some excuse of ill health 5 and escaped. Nothing 
could exceed tlie Hudaess of Zeman Sliah Khan, 
both to tlie hostages and the little girl; who 
became mucli attached to her new friends. Taj 
jMalionnned Klvan, lOian Shiieen Khan, the Naib 
Shureef, and many others, did all they could, 
consistently with the safety of both parties, to 
make them comfortable. 

9th . — Two men have come in; who repeat the 
old stoiy of ten days since; — tliat there has 
been a great battle at Pcshbolak; where every 
man, woman, and child was killed ; that at All 
Baghan the men were all killed, but the women 
and cliildren spared ; and that the slaughter of the 
AfFghans has been great. By the accoimt of. 
another cossid, who came in yesterday in twelve 
days from Kandahar, Nott’s force ought to-day to 
be at iSlookkoor. 

Wtiu — ^The W'uzcer is to bo married to one of 
AmenooUah Klian’a daughters. 

Our fever cases to-day consist of I^LadJcnzic, 
AYallcr, Krcddy Kyrc, kirs. "Waller, Islagrath, two 
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ayahs, one or two Himlostanoc servants, and 
seveinl soldiers. 

An cartlu^uake at night. 

Major Pottingcr arrived. Troup went to Jel- 
lalabad tlic night betbro last. Tlierc is a report 
that we arc building a fort at Jugdaluk: sdso 
that 70,000 men arc collecting at Fero/.epore ; 
25,000 of tliesc arc to form a corps of observation 
there; 15,000 arc now at Kandahar; and 20,000 
at Jellalabad; and 10,000 are coming from Kng- 
land. Tliesc arc indejicndent of Gen. Brookes’s 
force in Sindh. 

I3th . — The Wuzeer had all the kujavas ready to 
move us in two days; but the Cabullees would not 
let him. 

Yai ilahommcd, who is supreme at Kandahar, 
having, it is saiil, Shah Kamran in has in- 

vited Akbar to go to him at Herat: but he, good 
man, has other views ; such as friendship and alli- 
ance with the Feringhccs. He on/y asks to be 
acknowledged Kinec of Affghanistan ; and to have a 
subsidiary force Avith which to concpier Bolcliara. 

14;/i. — Shumshudeen Khan refuses to give up 
the Ghuznee prisoners. Only Lumsden and Ids 
wife are killed. Col. Palmer is said to have died 
of a fever ; but Avhether brought on by the torture 
said to have been inflicted on him, or not, is not 
knoAvn. 
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Four of our regiments are at Guudainukj erect- 
ing a fort. . . , * , 

ISIrs. Trevor gave bictli to another girl, to add 
to the list of captives. , ; 

Two earthq^uakes to-day. ' . . 

\5th. — !Mr. Campbell, assistant surgeon of4he 
54th, who was left at Cabul with the sick of the 
various regiments, came here a few days since to 
consult regarding Capt. Mackenzie’s case. It is 
now decided that he remains here; as the men 
at Cabul are very healthy, and we ha\e got what 
seems very like a gaol fever amongst us. 

IGfh . — Conolly and Airey came to pay us a 
visit. A letter Ims been received by tlie fonner 
from Gen. Pollock ; who offers to cxcliangc all the 
Affghan prisoners in Hindostan .against the cap- 
tives that are in tliis country. He writes, tliat if ^ 
Conolly thinks his going to Jellalabad will fa- 
cilitate arrangements, he is to go tliither, accom- 
panied by all those who appear to have been fore- 
most in civility to us, — Klian Shircen Klian, jMa- 
honuned Shah Khan, &c. (How our friends tmd 
enemies are here mixed up ; for the latter chief is 
our most inveterate foe I) He tells liim al&o of the 
force now in the country, and of tliat expected 
from Hindostan and England ; the army of observa- 
tion to be commanded by Sir Jasper Kicholls 2 and 
states that if we are driven to extremities against 
the Affghans, their punislimcnt will bo fearful. 
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-tVlt-Oj that it’ Akbai* wished to make fricmls with 
us, he ought to give up all our guns. As I’ar 
as I can understand, the captives on both sides arc 
to be placed in the hands of the Sikhs. 

IS^/i. — Tlie Wuzeer, Mahonnued Akbar Khan, 
aud the Sirdar-i-Sirdaran, Sultan Jan, IMahonmicd 
Shah Khan, See., paid a visit hero ; and sat in the 
garden, whicli was cpiiekly despoiled of all the 
fruits: no doubt greatly to the Khuord’s disgust; 
although some small sum was given to him as a 
recompencc. 

AYc received letters and papers from Jellalabad 
which must have been lying with Akbar for above 
a month. 

Lady jMacnaghten has had a part ol’ her jewels 
restored to her ; but in a sadly broken condition. 
They tallt of giving back the rest. 

19 tk . — Half rations issued to us, and no meat. 
This is to repay jtVli i\Iahonuned for the expense of 
feasting the great people yesterday, I suppose: 
though he saved all the expense he could ; sending 
to one person for tea, to another for sugar ; and 
saying it w’as for the Wuzeer, who sent Ids salaam 
for it. I believe Alcbar pays high prices that he 
may have plenty of the best of every tldng ; aud is 
of course cheated by his purveyors : but he would 
never send to us to supply his wants. 

• 20th ,. — Ali Mahommed IGian reports that 1000 

s 
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men are gone to defend tlie passes ; ho also hints 
that WG shall be released soon. 

22^.~-T>ost litlahommed Kh&a came. He sajs 
^Ye shall be kaloss in t\venty days 5 that there /is 
to be an exchange of prisoners ; and that the gun? 
are to be given up, 

23d . — Commemoration of the capture of Ghuz- 
uee ; over which, in its recaptured state, Ave groan 
in spirit. An earthquake at night. 

24<h. — At two p,M. hirs. Sturt presented me 
with a grand-daughter; — another female captive. 
Capt. Troup and Hadje Buklitian are accepted 
by Pollock ; who will liave nothing to do with 
Major Pottinger, It seems all the Politicals are 
set aside. The terms are, that Akbar gives up 
the guns and all British subjects attached to the 
camp, in exchange for the ex- Ameer and all the 
Afghan prisoners, A truce agreed to for a 
month: the agents to remain at tTcUalabad, until 
Gen. Pollock hears from Lord EUcuborough 
whether he will enter into an alliance. 

26th. — They now require that all Shah Shoo- 
jah’s family be given up to Akbar j to bo dealt 
with as best pleases him and Mahommed Shah 
Klian. A report that our force is coming up. 

. 27th. — Troup arrived from Jclkdabad. Akbar 
has deceived us; there is no armistice » no col- 
lection of revenue by him where our troops arc. 



THE CArTlVITY. 


387 


Oil tlic contrary, avc have taken suiiplics to the 
extent of six months’ provisions, without payment, 
in the neighbourhood of Jellahibad. 

Nothing had been decided on which tends to- 
Avards our release. 

28;/i. — Troup, who purchased a cpiantity of 
thuigs of idl lands for us at Jellahibad, opened his 
shop ; and I procured arrow root, cotton gloves, 
reels of cotton, tape, soap, jidap, and cream of 
tartiU’. 

Troui) left us iu the evening, and went to the 
Wuzeer. He expects to be sent to Jellahibad; 
and I gave liim more of my Journal, to take to 
Sale. 

30^/1. — At two this morning Troup and Law- 
rence left us for Jellahibad. We hear that orders 
hai'e been sent to the Ivandaluu’ force to move up ; 
and that there has been some fighting, and a 
great many Affghans killed. On iucpiiry being 
made, the Affgluins told the following tale; — 
That one regiment was out beyond Lughman, 
foraging; that in the night the people rose, and 
oiu’ troops retired ; on which ive sent 12,000 
men ! ivith a park of artillery ! against wliich, of 
com’se, the Affghans could not stand. There 
has been probably some trifling skirmish. The 
Kandahar troops are ordered up ; and the 
Wiizeer told LaAvrence (Avho says he never saAV 
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him appear so angry before) that if our troops 
advance^ he should take us all to Bameeau, and 
make a present of us to the chiefs of that place : 
so that our prospects apptjar gloomier than ever. 
I cannot understand the motive of moving up the 
troops both -ways. Nott is to go to Ghuznee to 
receive the prisoners : not to fight, but only to, 
defend himself if attacked ; aud then to come here 
and join Pollock ; and, having received us, all are 
to walk bach hand in hand. Wc are not to 
attach Cabul, &c., but to evacuate the country; 
with Akbar, the Ghilzyes, the Barukzyes, and all 
the other hanging on our flanks and roar : and 

if they can but get us to procrastinate, so as to ^vc 
them the advantage of their faithful ally i?ie 
snouj, the AiTghans will have the satisfaction of 
destroying another and still larger army this year. 

3UA — Had Skinner lived, he would have 
thrown more light than any other person upon 
die late events; as he was the bearer of the 
messages, more especially of the one sent on 
the night before the Envoy’s death. It is 
as nearly certain as such an event can be, that 
poor Skinner, who was evidently a dupe to Akbar 
Bdian, was put to death by hU orders. At Jugda- 
luk, after the General, the Brigadier, and Johnson 
were in the Sirdar’s power. Major Thain went to the 
other ofheers and said, “ I fear there is treachery: 
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poor Skinner, kas been shot ; and had the object of 
the Affghan only been to kill a Feringhee, he would 
not have passed me to shoot /wVn.” There can be 
little dqubtj that the Sirdar Avas anxious to put out 
of the way one who could give such fearful evi- 
dence against him. Trevor was also much in the 
Envoy’s confidence ; and he also became a victim. 
I have, however, heard that Skinner was not in 
reality the dupe he appeared to be : and that he 
had expressed to the Envoy Ms conviction that 
the Sirdar was not trus Worthy. Yet, if so, it is 
strange he should have placed the faith he did in 
hun during the retreat ; and ha^n advised our 
going over to lum; — unless indeed he saw further 
into Akbar’s policy than others ; and believed that 
•we should be treated Avith honour and kej)t by 
him as a dernier ressort. Wliat Avill nOAV be our 
fate seems very uncertain : but I stiU. think he 
Avin. not cut our tM’oats ; — not out of love to us, 
but because the other cMefs would resent it ; as, 
haAung possession of us, they could at least obtain 
a handsome sum as our ransom. 

The last time Troup came from Jellalabad, tlnee 
ponies were sent from thence loaded with different 
articles for us : but money was put in one of the 
boxes ; and tliis Avas known to the Afighans in 
■ charge ; and ponies and all disappeared. I have 
lost my letters from England and the proAonces, 

s 3 
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/rnd from Sale; and also newspapers and medicine: 
the latter invaluahle ; as wc are very sieWy, and 
have scarcely any. A part of the things coining 
were clothes for the capthesj sent, by subscription, 
from the provinces. But the medicine is our 
greatest loss; as tliis gaol fever seems to be going 
though all the party, ladies, children, officers, 
men, and servants, both male and female. I thini. 
it arises in great measure from malaria. This 
^ alley U full of rice cultivation; which is all under 
vrater in a stagnant state : and we are also de- 
voured by musquetoes, which breed tlierc. 

At hrst we hoped that though the money, 
probably not more than 300 or 400 rupees, would 
be abstracted from the boxes, we should recoier 
the parcels: but now we luve give up that 
hope. 

A letter lias been received by Ahmed Khan ; 
stating that every fort from Tighree to Bnddccabad 
lias been sacked by the force that liavc entered 
the liUghman valley ; some say they are a part of a 
foraging party of oura ; others conjecture tliatthey 
arc our SAh allies. 

Should tlie IVuzecr attempt to remove us io 
Banaccan, Goolam lllahommcd, the fatlier of Taj 
Mahommed, as also the latter, the high priest of 
Cabul, and Khan SMrccn lOian, have dctcr- 
piined to prevent it : but Klian Shirecn Klian is 
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the very man wlio liad eharge of the hostages 
some time since; and assm’ed them nothing should 
induce him to give them up : — yet he did so the 
very next day, on the Sirdar sending him 4000 
rupees. So, much dependence cannot be placed 
on Mm. 

The Kuzzilbashes ever side with the strongest 
party ; and therefore, if our troops come up, it is 
likely that Elhan Slureen Khan may keep . his 
word. He has many friends in the Huzara coun- 
try, through which we must pass; and he may 
dhect them to seize us. In that case we shall- 
probably, during the conflict with our guards, lose 
the few comforts of clothing, &c. which we now 
possess. 

A kafila is going down to Jellalabad; and at 
the same time Akbar sends 2000 men towards 
that place to line the passes. He sent 3000 some 
time since; but then* commander did not proceed 
further than Bhoodkhak; whence he wrote to the 
Wuzeer, that his force was too weak to cope with 
Pollock’s. 

, August 2nd. — Keports that all the forts from 
Tighree to Buddeeabad are destroyed. 

3rcZ. — An earthquake. 

4if7j. — Three more fever cases ; and Conolly very 
ill. W e hear that immediately on Troup’s arrival at 
Jellalabad, all our outposts were "withdrawn. 

s 4 • • 
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Zeman Sbali Khan’a party is increasing again 
and it IS tliouglit, if our troops come up, that the 
OAvner of the fort may side Mith ua, and gue us 
anns to resist bemg taken away 

Qih — Ikloliun Lull say*?, that letters have 
pas ed through his hands from seieral chiefs to 
Gen Pollock , stating, that if he ivill forbear from 
injuring the city of Cabul, ind re^spect their li\es 
ind possesaions they Will engage that wc shall 
not he taken from CahuL Amongst the‘?e chiefs 
are, the high priest, Zemon Shah Klian, Klian 
Slureen Khan, and Goolam jMahommed lOiaa 
(father of Taj Maliommed) the latter is m hopes, 
should Ave obtain the asecndcnc), tliat he may 
obtain office, as of old , liis family being the here- 
ditary Wuzeers 

Ith — John ConoUy died, at tbirty-tuo mi- 
nutes past noon The ITuzeer has scut a Khan to 
order lua coffin, and offers to send the hodj to 
JeUalabad 

%th — iUimcd Khan informs us, that the bag- 
gage, of the army at Kandahar, has been sent out 
eight miles on the road towards the proimcca, 
and tiiat onr eighteen pounders at Kandahar Iia\c 
been destroyed Some days since wc had a rcjiort 
that the force there, consisting, as the Affghans «aj , 
of 8000 men, haie been evtcnnmatcd> with cicry 
man, woman, and cluld thereunto appcrtaiiung* 
and Kandahar taken and burnt 
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' Three reghneuts have been sent from TCiuulahar 
to reinforce Quetta; and the story concerning 
the baggage is probably true; and Gen. Nott 
has taken advantage of this force to send down 
all superiluous baggage, and also the sick ; pre- 
paratory to a move upwards. 

Sth. — Camels have come; but none of them 
are strong enough to carry the coflin ; and they 
say they will send mules at mid-day to carry it. 

0th. — I\Iajor Pottinger arrived. 

The Wuzeer refuses to allow Conolly’s body to 
go to Jcllalabad until Troup returns ; and then, if 
all is not peace, he says he will not allow him to 
go, alive or dead. 

There is a report to-day amongst the Allghans, 
that Pollock has written to say, that if it is at- 
tempted to remove any one of us from Cabul, he 
will lay the city in ashes. 

We hear that the Kandahar force is coming up ; 
and it is expected that the one from Jcllalabad 
will do the same. 

The Sappers and jNIiners have long been at 
Charbagh; and they generally precede the army. 

Conolly was buried at sunset in the garden of 
the fort. 

Hadje BuMitian writes to lus brother iXJimed 
TClian, that Gen. Pollock has written to say it is 
aU one to him whether it is a day or a month ; but 

S 5 
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that unmediately on the arrival of the prisoners he 
will return to the provinces. h 

The servants have a report that we are forth- 
with to be taken away, to, or towards, Bokliara. 
For two days there liave been eight camels here, 
with their surwans ready ; which looks as if the 
'NVuzeer mediated our removal, in case of the force 
coming up ; or to send us to our friends, should 
the negotiation prove unsuccessful. 

We heard to-day that the Sappers had advanced 
as far as Gundamuk. 

lOlh , — Troup and Lawrence arrived. I re- 
ceived letters, &c. from Sale. No present hope 
of release : nor fear of a move, I trust, No- 
thing appears to have been done beyond 
Pollock, has threatened, if we are not sent down 
in eight days, to come up and destroy Cabul : 
but Akbar knows, as well as he does himself, that 
Pollock has no carriage. The 1st brigade are gone 
to Jelhdabad. Sale writes me, that, in addition 
to it, he has with him the 3d dragoons and a troop 
of horse artillery: but it does not appear that 
they are coming up further. Indeed, without more 
troops to back them, or rather to dank them, they 
cannot come through the passes. They might do it 
well with three brigades, having one on each /Sank 
keeping the heights and adjacent country, 

A durbar held by ^lalioimncd Akbar, iVTa- 
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liommed Sliah, &c. to consult on the steps to be 
taken regarding Futteb, Jung, AmenooUab, the 
Meerwyse, Zeman Sbab, &c. who all ^Yrote ad- 
vising the inimediate advance of our troops. A 
letter from Futteb Jung to Gen. Pollock, to that 
effect, had been intercepted : but, until Troup’s 
return, it was not safe to make any stir in the 
affair. 

11 ^/i. — There was a report last night, that two 
Europeans (officers) had been taken prisoners in 
Cabul ; having come from Kandahar, disguised as 
natives of the country, with thirty followers : and 
that they had been purchasing up all the gun- 
powder. 

To-day it is said, the same persons are now with 
the hostages; and that they are either adventurous 
persons, who have come up from Nott’s brigade, 
for some, purpose, as yet unknown; or that they 
are part of the Ghuznee prisoners, attempting to 
escape. 

Late in the evening we heard that the above tale 
has arisen out of the arrival of an Arab Pladje. 
He calls himself a soldier of fortune; and offered 
his services to Gen. Pollock; who declined them. 
He is suspected of being a spy; and has just come 
from Hindostan. 

The deliberations in the durbar have ended in 
Eutteh Jung’s being placed in confinement. 

' s 6 
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12t/i . — -AH the hostages have come over to out 
fortj and thcire is a talk of our being all sent 
away, — some say to Soorkbab, four marches off, 
on the confines of the Loghur country ; others say 
to the Kohistan, or Bameean. 

'\Ve know that Sale’s brigade, the 3d dragoons, 
and a troop of hor&e artillery, were to leave Jeh 
lalabad for Futteabad on the 6th ; winch would 
bring them only fifteen miles nearer to us. The 
Women arc being sent out of the city ; and we 
Jiave packed up our little all, to be ready when- 
ever the Jioohn arrives : we have moreover pur- 
chased two ponies. 

13t/i. — The republic has only endured a day. 
Zeman Shah IClian is again Shah Zeman Shah. 
We heard guns, probably in honour of the oent. 
This is news to mark my birth-day; winch is not 
likely to he spent much as a jaur de file by a 
prisoner, 

I fear Zeman is too much in the hands of 
Akbar and ilahomnied Shah for him to do us 
any good; although he is, and ever Im been, well 
disposed towards us : he acted ^vith the greatest 
Kudness to the Englisii left with him ; and when 
ho had no longer power to protect them, and they 
^ye^e forcibly taken from his house to that of 
the Bucha ^Icerwysc or liigh priest of Cabul, he 
took off lus turban, placed it at his feet, and pro- 
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tested against the measure: and finally sent his 
eldest son with them; thatj in case evil befel them, 
his family should not shrink from sharing in it. 
The priest’s professions were great ; but he ended 
in giving the hostages up to Akbar for . the value 
of 4000 rupees. As they were sold for that simi, 
we tell them they are Akbar’s slaves. 

. There is now an idea, — wdiether only the fertile 
emanations of prisoners’ biuins or not, time must 
unfold, — but an opinion prevails, that Akbar is so 
ungallant as to bo heartily tired of di’agglng the 
women and cliildren about the country at liis heels ; 
and that, if any flight is designed, it will be that of 
himself and four hostages ; Pottinger, Lawrence, 
and Troup, to be decidedly three of them : wo 
are not so certain of the fourth ; but at present 
we , have selected either Gen. Shelton or Capt. 
Johnson. 

loth. — The news of to-day is, that Nott’s force 
has left Kandahar; taking Timor Shah with them. 
They are said to have taken the route leading to 
Dera Ismael IGian; but it is thought possible they 
may, about ninety miles from Kandahai’, at Gzd- 
narye, strike to the north, and pursue that road to 
Ghuznee ; which would be far preferable to cross- 
ing the mountains by the Gholary pass, near the 
river, and that they will thence cross over to the 
left again to the Abistadeh lake, and fall into the 
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regular road to Gliuznee at Moolslsoor. This is a 
wild and roundabout tract of country ; which 
probably not feasible with guns. Akbar says, that 
5000 men have been sent to oppose them. He 
also saySj that our force at Jellalabad is in statu 
quo ; but that if it moves up, we shall be sent off 
at half an bourns notice, to a fine climate, with 
plenty of ice ; which we conclude to be Bamcean. 

IQtk. — Futtch Jung has made his escape. 

Our troops are reported to Iiavo made sixteen 
marches from Kandahar. Akbar ordered 6000 
men to go and meet them; but it is said, he lias 
mustered 400 only, 

I'Jth. — Mrs. Smith (jSIxs, Trevor’s sen’ant) 
died of fever and water on the chest. 

19f7^. — We hear that the men, who went 
towards Kandahar, have been beaten; and that 
more arc to bo sent, 

Futtch Jung escaped through a hole made in 
the roof; from whence lie let iiimself down by 
a rope. The Wuzeer says he is gone to Tagow ; 
but the general opinion is that he is gone to 
Jellalabad. Troup went to sec die Wuzeer to- 
day ; who told iiim, he purposes sending for him 
and Pottinger, to stay with liim in the Bala 
Hissar, 

A thunder-storm at night, with heavy rain ; tlio 
lightning rdvid ; but it was all over in an liour 
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This storm was immediately preeeded by an earth- 
q^uake, between 10 aird 11 o’elock. 

Alcbav has written to Lord EUenborough to say 
he wUl only treat with him ; and that he will 
not have have any tiring to do with Gen. Pollock ; 
who is “ a fool ! ” Tliis is compKmentary. 

— TVe heard a great deal of firing in the 

O O 

evexiini?. 

o 

Putteh Jnng is said to have been taken on the 
road to Jellalabad: but Abib Khan declares it is 
not true. They idso say that there has been alight 
at Gundamidc ; that our troops have arrived there ; 
and that the Aifghans have lost several men in 
their defeat; that one of the fugitives has just ar- 
rived ; and that Akbar will send 5000 more men 
there. They also say, that the Kandahar force is 
within two marches of Ghuznee. Three horses 
are kept ready saddled to start with messengers 
at a moment’s notice, night or day; and the Khan 
says, he thinks we shall not be here more than 
three days longer’. 

21s^. — The late newspapers have not a little 
amused me. They show that the editors catch at 
every expression, used in any letters they have 
read; or on any comments they hear on news from 
Affghanistan. A regular controversy has arisen 
between one, who asserts that Lady Sale in her 
letters evinces a strong prepossession in favom* of 
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Malioinined Atbar IQiau, and another, who tinnts 
Lady Sale wrote, as she did, because she was a 
prisoner : to which the fitet rejoins, that he docs 
not think Lady S. would, under any circum- 
^tances, write that winch was false. There he is 
light : but I would not have written on the sub- 
ject at all, unless I wrote as I thought : if jicople 
misunderstand, it is their fault and not mine. 
Again, they say it were better I Imd never written 
at all. Perhaps so : but it ceems that details were 
wanting ; my letters to Sale gai e tliose ; and he 
thought them of sufficient conse(iuencc to send them 
to the Governor-General and the Commander-in'* 
Chief. They were aftcru ards sent to England by 
the former } and, if the papers tell truth, exerted 
bome attention in the Iiighest circles. -iLs to my 
great prepossession ” in favour of Ahbar, my 
greatest wish is, that Gen. Nott’s force should 
march up to Ghuznee; release the prisoners there; 
and then that a simultaneous mo% ement should talvc 
place of hTott's and Pollock’s forces upon Cabal. 
Once again in power, here, I would place Akbar, 
hlahommed Shah, and Sultan Jan hors de combat; 
befriend those who befriended us, and let the AiT- 
ghans have the Ameer Dosjt hlahomraed Klian back, 
iT they iike. ilc and hfs fimtify arc only an expense 
to us in India; ue can restore them, and make 
friends with liim. Let us first eliou' the Afighans 
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that we can both conquer them, and revenge the foul 
murder of our .troops ; but do not let us dishonour 
the British name by sucalclug out of the country, 
like whipped Pariah dogs. Atfgliauistau Avill be- 
come a byword amongst the nations. Had we re- 
treated, as poor Sturt proposed, without baggage, 
with, celerity (forced marches to get tlirough tliC 
snow), and had the men stood by us (a doubtful 
point, — they were so worn out and dispirited), we 
might have figured in history ; and have cut out 
Xenophon’s account of the retreat of the 10,000. 

As to the justice of detlironing the Ameer 
Dost IMahommcd, and setting up Shah Shoojah, 
I have nothing to say regarding it : nor regarding 
our policy in attempting to keep possession of 
a country of uncivilised people, so far from our 
own ; whence all supplies of ammunition, money, 
&c., must be obtained. Let our Governors- General 
and Commanders-in-chief look to that ; whilst I 
knit socks for my grand-chUdren : but I have 
been a soldier’s wife too long to sit down tamely, 
whilst our honour is tarnished in the sight and 
opinion of savages. Had our army been cut to 
pieces by an avowed enemy, whether in the field 
.or the passes — let them have used Avhat stratagems 
they pleased, — all had been fair. Akbar had shone 
as another William Tell ; he had been the deliverer 
of his country from a hateful yoke imposed on 
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them by Kaffirs; but here he stands, by his Wn 
avovral freely made, the assassin of the Envoy ; — 
not by proxy, but by his own hand. I do believe, 
he only meant to make him prisoner ; for the pur- 
pose of obtaining better terms and more money; 
but lie is a man of ungovernable passions ; and his 
temper when thwarted is ferocious. He after- 
wards professed to be our friend; — we treated 
with him ; — great was the credulity of those who 
placed confidence in him: still they blindly did 
so; — even after the letter was received from 
ConoUy, at Bhoodkhak, confirming the previous 
warnings of his intentions towards us. He fol- 
lowed us, witli his blood-thirsty Ghilzycs. hla- 
homraed Shah Klian, Ms principal adriser, I might 
almost say his master, is the most im^eterate of our 
enemies. Akbar ia a jovial smooth-tongued man ; 
full of compliments and good fellowship; and 
has the knack of talking over both kaffirs and true 
believers. 

To our coat, he did talk our chiefs over ; and per- 
suaded them of his friendship ; but said that those 
sugs (dogs) of Ghilzycs were intent on murder 
and plunder; and totally unmanageable. In this 
way he hovered on our flanks and rear ; and when 
our people were massacred and his bloodliounds In 
human shape were tolerably glutted with their 
blood, the scene was changed; allliough it was 
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constantly reacted. In the distance, a group of 
horsemen invariably appeared : they Avere beckoned 
to; questioned as to Avhat cliief was present, — it 
Avas invariably Akbar, avIio alAA^ays pretended 
good faith, said his 300 horsemen Avere too fcAV to 
protect us from the Gliilzyes, &c., — and then, the 
foUoAving day Avitnessed a repetition of the 
slaughter, and pretended friendship ; for that this 
friendship Avas a mere pretence, Avas acknoAvdedged 
by him Avhen he said, “ I Avas the man Avho killed 
yoim EuA^oy Avith my OAvn hand ; I destroyed 
your anny ; I tlu'OAV aside all ties of family, deserted 
every thing, for the faith of Islam ; and uoay I am 
left to bear the oj)probrium hcajicd on me by the 
Eeringhees, Avhilst no one supports me : but Avere 
I in poAver, I Avould make the chiefs remember it ! ” 
and then he uttered maledictions on their heads. 
He has kept his Avord ; has been a bitter enemy to 
all Avho have shoAVii the slightest kindness to us ; 
and grinds their money out of them by threats and 
torture. 

A AYoman’s A^engeance is said to be fearful ; but 
nothing can satisfy mine against Alcbar, Sultan 
Jan, and Mahommed Shah Khan. Still I say that 
Akbar, having, for his OAvn political purposes, 
done as he said he Avould do — that is, destroyed 
our army, — letting only one man escape to tell 
.the tale, as Dr. Bryclon did, — and having got 
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the families into his possession ; — I say, haying 
done this, he has ever since we have been in 
Ilia hands, treated us well : — that is, honour 
has been respected. It is true that we ha^e not 
common comforts ; but what we denominate such 
are unknown to Affghan females: they alwa>3 
sleep on the floor, sit on the floor, &.c. — hardships 
to us. We have bought common charpoj s at two 
rupees each j that is, a bed formed by four poles 
and ropes tied across and across them. Had Wc 
tables and chairs, we have not space for them; so 
many inliabit the same apartment. Indh Ideally 
I ha\ e no right to complain on this subject ; as 
Xiady hlacnaghten, hirs. ^lainwaring, !Mrs.lioyd, 
hlrs. Sturt, and I, occupy the same apartment. 
Capt. Boyd makes his bed on tiic landing-place of 
the stairs, or on the roof of the house ; so that w c 
have no man-kind amongst us, except the Bonds’ 
two little boys, and Sirs, jlfainn armg’s baby. 
This htde fcUow was bom just before the insur- 
rection broke out in Cabul (in October^ i li’ia father 
Iiad gone with Sale’s brigade ; and wo always call 
him Jung-i-Baliadur. 

After BO long enduring the misery of ha\nng 
gentlemen night and (L\y associated with us, wc 
have found this a great relief. 

The Wuzeer gives us rations of meat, rice, ottali, 
ghee, and oil; and lately fruit. At Aral our food 
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'\vas' dressed for us ; but It was so greasy and dis-r 
gust'mg, that we asked leave to cook for ourselves. 
That again was a matter of taste : one person likes 
what another does not. By us, a strong cup of 
eolfee is considered a luxury ; wliilst an Aftghaii 
the other day, who had some given to him (he had 
never tasted any before), pronounced it bitter 
and detestable. 

It is true, we have been taken about the coun- 
try ; exposed to heat, cold, rain, &c. ; but so Avere 
their own Avomen. It Avas, and is, very disagreeable ; 
but still Ave are, de facto, prisoners; notAvithstanding 
Akbar stiU persists in calling us — hoiroured guests : 
and, as captives, I say A\m are Avell treated. He 
has given us common coarse chintz, and coai’se 
longcloth, too, AvhereAvith to clothe ourselves; — I 
must not use the Avord dress : and making up these 
articles has given us occupation ; increased by hav- 
ing to AYork Avith raAV cotton, Avhich Ave have to 
tAvist into thread for om’sclves. TTe suffered more 
from imcleanliness than any thing else. It 
Avas above ten days after our departm’e from Ca->. 
bul, before I had the opportunity to change my 
clothes, or even to take them off and put them on 
again, and Avash myself : and fortmiate Avere those 
Avho did not possess much live stock. It was' 
not until after our arrival here (at Spewakee, near 
Cabul) that Ave completely got rid of lice, Avhich; 
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■\ve denommated infantry: the fleas, for whicli 
Afl^hanistaa is famed (and particularly Cabul), 
we call light cavalry. ' 

The servants, of course, were worse off than 
ourselves ; and, not having aa good wardrobes as we 
had, communicated their pests, of the insect tribe,^' 
to the children they carried about ; and thus the 
mothers obtained a double share. Bugs have 
lately made their appearance ; but not in great 
numbers : the flies torment us ; and the musquitoca 
drive us half mad. But these annoyances, great 
as they are, are the results of circumstances which 
cannot be controlled j and when I say this, I sup- 
pose I shall again be accused of prepossession in 
favour of theWmseer. "We ought, however, to bear 
in mind, that the Affghans are not addicted to 
general ablution; they wash their liands before 
and after their meals, which is hut coinme il faut^ 
as they cat with their fingers; and they constantly 
wear the same clothes a month. This is not eco- 
nomy. The Wuzeer will take his bath perhaps once 
a week ; and change his clothes : and the women 
never tlunk of doing so oftencr; and only o])cn 
their hair at such times ; which is kept smooth 
for that period by the application of gum to its 
innumerable ijlaits. Here again is a differcnco 
between their tastes and ours, vvho so enjoy 
batlilng twice a day. 
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The gtirclen, or rather vineyard and orchard, I 
consider a great luxury : we wallc m it every 
evening for an hour or two. A strong guard is 
placed there : but, except when it has been lately 
changed, the men do not annoy ns. At such times 
they dodge about after .us ; but otherwise do not. 
Last evening, for instance, sixteen men, armed at 
all points, sat down in a row in the centre Avalk ; 
and laughed and joked together : five or six 
were sitting eating* grapes on the top of the 
summer-house; and a few were posted, seated 
on the wsdls ; whilst we waUced here and there 
where we pleased. 

Wlien Ave have marched since Ave left Bud- 
deabad, jMahommed Shah’s family, and some 
others, have accompanied us ; and the best 
camels, largest kujavas, &c., have been se- 
lected for them ; and Avhen carriage runs short, 
they are served first. But this is only Avhat Ave 
must expect. Mahonnned Shah Khan, too, pre- 
fei*red h'Irs. Sturt’s riding-horse to his oavu ; and 
took it. Mine Avas sent to Jellalabad. When 
Mackenzie Avent there, he rode, and lamed it ; and 
it Avas left behind. There I Avas fortunate ; as Sale 
has got it. Luckily I had a fcAV rupees; and 
the only day I Avas not provided Avith a horse 
to ride, I hired one for tAvo rupees six anas, a 
mere baggage X>ony ; but it carried me safely. 
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Nothing can exceed the folly I have seen in the 
papers regarding my wonderful self how I 
headed the troops, &c. &c. It puts me in mind of 
Qoldsmith’s verses on Ulrs, Blaze; in wluch he 
remarks, that the king himself has foUou ed her, 
when she has gone before : ” and certainly I have 
thus lieaded the troops; for the chiefs told me 
to come on with tliem for safety sake : and thus I- 
certainly did go far in advance of the column ; hut 
it was no proof of valour, though one of prudence. 

Troup and Pottinger have been told to be in 
readiness to go in to-morrow morning ; so I now 
make up my packet, in case an opportimity should 
offer by which Troup can send it to Sale. 

The only thing that lias given me pleaauixj in 
the Indian papers, is a subscription set on foot by 
the chiUans, to purchase a sword, to bo presented 
to Sale ; because it shows that they appreciate his 
conduct; and I know tliat he u ill \aluc it most 
higldy. I hear that after Puttch Jung was placed 
in confinement, his family had all tlicir jew eh, 
&C. talcen away ; to the \aluc of Uventy lakhs. 
Some say this was done by Akbar and Sultan Jan ; 
others, by Hlahoramcd Shah Klitm. TIic latter had 
taken a le&soh in such actions, when he dc&poilcd 
Lady Islacnagbtcn of her valuables. 

22d August . — Our friends went back to Urn 
IVuzccrj and took my packets with them. 
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The Afighans still talk of some defeat they 
have, experienced near Soorkhab : whence the 
celebrated miner has returned discomfited and 
wounded ; and says he will not attempt to cope 
with our force. The Wuzeer has made the peo- 
ple of Cabul take their oath on the Koran to 
stand by him ; and great excitement prevails in 
the city. Futteh Jung has arrived safely at 
Jellalabad ; and has written from thence, that, if 
Akbar is his father’s son, he will meet hun in 
fair fight; for Avhich purpose there is said to 
have been held a grand muster of troops on 
the Slab Sung plain; amoimting to 25,000 
infantry and 5,000 horse, who are to be headed 
by Alcbar in jDerson. I can scarcely believe that 
he win set his fortunes on the issue of a battle. 
A fair field and no favour is what Ave Avant : but he 
AA'^onld be mad to meet our disciplined troops on 
the ■ plain ; Avhen he knoAVS that the fastnesses of 
his country give him CA’ery advantage over us, Avith 
any rabble he can collect. Besides, he is all but 
supreme noAV. He Avishes to be king : but Zeman 
Khan has again got a strong party in his favour ; 
and is endeavom’ing to regain the tln’one. 

23d. — The prisoners from Ghuznee arrKed 
quite unexpectedly : — Col. Palmer, Capt. Burnett 
(54th), ■ Harris, Kicholson, Poett, ,JLl 3 toD, lYil- 
liams, CraAvford, and Thompson. 

T 
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Akbar saysj ho \Yill gend us a^vay- in'tliree or 
four days, either to Bameean, Zoonnut, or Soor* 
kUab; twenty milea off, on the borders of ‘the 
Loghur country. ' ' • ^ ' ' 

24?/i. — Sultan Jan left Cabul with 300 menj 
to reinforce Sbumsbudeen, who has been signally 
defeated, we hear, at Carabagh; escaping with only 
twenty men. Some say !Nott’s force -achieved 
this victory; but others that the Huzaras rose 
against him; so probably British gold has been 
weighed hi the balance, and found more ponderous 
than the hatred of the Kaffirs. 

Being greatly in Vfant of medicine, Mr. Camp- 
bell went to the Sirdar to get some from Cabul ; 
and he told liim we were to move to-night or to- 
morrow. Mrs. Anderson, being too ill to tmicl, 
remains here. 

25th . — A sudden order arrived for our re- 
moval; with a report, that Futtch Jung’s and all 
the female royal family were to accompany us. 
Capt. Troup arrived in the evening to see us 
off, by Akbaris command. Mrs. jiVndereoa, her 
husband and children, remained at the fort. 
Akbar has ordered every attention to be paid 
to her and the gentlemen ; hir. Campbell being 
left with the party to afford medical aid. 3frs. 
Trevor and eight children arc also left here, in 
consequence of her being seriously ill with ferer; 
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as also one of her children. A man of the 44th 
died of fever to-day; and was hiu'ied in the 
garden. Soon after the moon rose Ave left the 
fort ; camels for kujavas and fifty ponies having 
been sent for our accommodation. All our 
ponies, &c., Avere taken from us; and on our re- 
moval, a certain niuuber Averc sent. We fortu- 
nately purchased tAVO ponies to carry our baggage. 
We Avcrc told avc Averc to go to Killa Kazi, about 
seven miles from Cabul : but Ave made a long detour 
to avoid the city ; and crossed the Loghur river : 
the road was very tolerable. iM'tev proceeding 
about five miles Ave came to several forts on our 
tight ; the first a large one ; and Averc told it Avas 
called Killa Kazi. We passed a succession of 
forts on either side ; but there Avas scarcely any 
one to be seen except a fcAv men Avatching their 
grain heaps in the fields. On the right appeared 
much cultivation; judging from the dark shade; 
Avhich, Avith an ill-defined line of irregular moun- 
tains, Avas all Ave could even speculate upon in the 
AA’^ay of scenery. We had Avith us ten soldiers ; so 
ill Avith fever as to require to be carried in 
kujavas : and Capt. Mackenzie and Lieut. Eyre 
Avere also suffering. 

I Avas the only lady Avho rode; the others pre- 
ferring the kujavas ; on account of their children. 

26th . — At daybreak Ave Avere still travelling ; 
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and near sunrise found ourselves just opposite 
to Cab^ ; and about tu'O nules diataut, as tbe crow 
flies, from Baber’s tomb. We saw the wall on the 
Iiiil quite distinctly. We did not arrive at our 
ground till past seven *. and took up our stationa 
under some trees near tbe fort; which, I have been 
told, is called Kundah. Here there was no ad- 
mittance; as Sultan Jan was in it, with Ins rein- 
forcements for Ghuznec. This disproves a report 
of yesterday ; to the effect that the people of Cabul 
had insisted on having Sultan Jan as a hostage for 
our safety. He had a number of good horses 
witli him : and we recognised the Envoy’s grey. 
His army consisted of about thirty men; but 
Inshallah ! he is to be joined by laklis. Wc arc 
said to be guarded by 1000 men ; but 300 were 
nearer the mark. During tire morning wc were 
joined by Dr. Berwick, Lieut. Evans, and the 
European soldiers who were left sick when wc 
evacuated Cabul: they form a total of tliirty- 
seven ; hut a few have been left for want of car- 
riage, which is to he furnished; and they arc to be 
sent after us ; as also Lieut. Haughton. Wc this 
morning recognised the summer-house abor c 
Baber’s tomb, Iverghah and the Pughman hills. 

Jud^ng from the time that wc were travcllingf 
about twelve hours; and taking the rate of the 
camels at about two miles per hour, deducting n 
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fourth for halt; we estimate tlie distance we have 
gone at eighteen miles. 

A letter has been received from Kandahar : Nott 
has inarched in three columns with only 6000 men. 
He sent his camels out to graze the 3d i\Iarch ; 
and lost 2000. He left Kandahar on the 28th. 

Shumshudeen has retired on Ghuznee : and, by 
the last accounts, Gen. Kott was within ten miles 
of that fortress. He is expected at Cabul on the 1 st. 
Pollock’s force is to move on the 20th. We are to 
march at moon-rising. We witnessed a parade of 
telling off’ the guards, &c. ; and heard the retreat 
beat off at sunset. They use our drums and fifes ; 
and have some bugles with which they sound 
for ns to halt or advance. The sentries planted 
round our camp are a perfect farce. These men are 
the Pultans ; who have no knives, and are mostly 
armed with our own muskets : I saw them place 
their pickets, in imitation of ours ; and sentries 
wallccd backwards and forwards, with a ramrod in 
their hand; having stuck the butt end of the musket 
in the earth at their posts : so that, were it of any 
use, we might easily overpower them. We asked 
to be admitted into the fort : but though they said 
we might occupy one room when vacated by Sultan 
Jan ; after his departm-e, they insulted the gentle- 
men who went to get it ready for us ; and asked, 
how the Kaffirs dared to wear their shoes there. 

T 3 
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^Ve> therefore, spre^id loonghees to form a shade, 
as the heat was excessive *, and at night it was yery 
cold. At eleven the reveille was beat bj? the 
drums, and performed by the pipes; a kind of 
repetition of one, two, three ; and at midnight ive 
iverc all ready to start. 

27M*~Ti’^e left camp soon after midnight. The 
ifecr Akhor Ahmed Khan was very an:aou 3 Uiat 
all the riders should follow the advance gnaid of 
Laif the infantry ; the rest of which closed on our 
rear : then came the kujavas, followed up by tlio 
baggage j and their rear was closed by a strong 
guard of AjSghan cavalry. 

Another body of horsemen, about twenty in 
number, joined as riders; and kept near the Meet 
Akhor ; who desired Lady IMacnaghten’s kujavas 
to he kept as the leading ones; and the camel liad 
flue trappings, as if to mark it particularly in case 
of an attempt at escape, 

*W^e were hetaveen eight and none hours on the 
march over a barren broken sUp of land, bounded 
on either Bide by the hills for a considcraWo 
distance, until we passed a fort and chokey at 
TIrghundeO on our left ; soon after which the road 
turns off to the left to Ghuznec. The ascent to 
Bala Maidun waa long, but not difficult; and the 
view from the top of it, looking down on the plain 

above named, wasverypretty; compn^g a narrow 
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vallev, tliicMy studded 'vvitli forts and diYcrslfied 
by cultivation ; ^vitll lines of widows and popUirs 
marking tbewater cuts; wlucU here sciwe as iicdge- 
rovrs. TTe were taken to a fort; but not admitted 
into it : and after a time had tents pitched for us. 
Lady ^lacnaghtenj 3Irs. Boyd and three children, 
!Mrs. Mainwaring and ciiild, iirs. Sturt and cliild, 
and I, occupied one division of a Sipahee’s pall : 
there vrtis another tent for the other ladies ; two 
more for tlie gentlemen, and one for the sick 
soldiers. 

TTe hear that Gen. Usott has arrived at Ghuzucc, 
lias blown up the new bourj in the city, and 
lias put to death nearly every man, woman, and 
child found there. Wc cannot be surjiriscd at 
the men taking signal vengeance ; but we fear the 
news is too "ood to be true. W e met on our road 
two horsemen ; whom w'c supposed to be expresses. 
We met, also, several camels, bullocks, and don- 
keys, laden, for the most iiart, with assafntida. 

It seems a plan was proposed this morning, and 
negatived. I only heard of it by chance ; so no 
thanks are due for courtesy to those, who, had the 
measure been carried, would luivc come to us for 
our share. The plan was, to get Aluned Khan to 
make short marches, or halt ; so as to allow Gen. 
Kott to hear where we are, and rescue us : and 
should it succeed, Alimed was to receive two and 

T 4 
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Wc, therefore, spread loonghcea to form a shade, 
as the heat was excessive ; and at night It was very 
cold. At elc\en the rnalle was beat by tlie 
drums, and performed by the pipes; a kind of 
repetition of one, two, three : and at midnight w c 
were all ready to start. 

27 ih.-^yfG left camp soon after andaight. tlhc 
ifeer AUior Ahmed Khan •was very anxious tliat 
all the nders should follow the ad-ranco guard of 
half the infantry ; the reat of winch cloccd on out 
rear : then came the kujavas, followed up by the 
baggage ; and their rear was closed by a strong 
guard of Affghan cavalry. 

Another body of horsemen, about twenty in 
number, joined as riders ; and kept near the Jdeer 
Akhor; who dcaired Lady Slacnaghtcn's kujavas 
to he kept as the leading ones; and tlic camclltad 
fine trappings, as If to mark it particularly In case 
of an attempt at c&capc. 

We w cre betw cen eight and nine hours on the 
nutrcli over a barren broken slip of laud, bounded 
on either side by tlic lulls for a conridcrablo 
distance, until wc passed a fort and chokey at 
Urghundcc on our left; soon after which the road 
turns off to tlie left to Ghuzncc. The ascent to 
Bala Maidan was long, but not (hlHcuIt ; and tlio 
view from the top of it, looking down on the plaia 
above named, w as v cry pretty ; comprisuig a narrow 



THE CAPTIVITY. 


417 


sumed an,ovel aspect; having a foreground oflower 
lulls _of most uncommon form. Nearly opposite 
to the town was a triangular one, sharp as though 
it had been scarped purposely ; next to it a semi- 
circular one, &c. ; with the usual chain of moun- 
tains behind. Julraiz appears to be rather a 
large town, surrounded by forts. The scenery 
was varied ; but the land always under cultivation 
until we reached our halting ground ; where we 
bivouacked on the green SAvard, sheltered from the 
sun’s rays by a double row of poplar trees ; be- 
tween which rippled a stream that empties itself 
into the Cabul river, Avhich bounds our resting- 
place on one side. This river is at this place as 
famed for its clear limpid Avaters, as it is at Cabul 
for its dh’ty hue, being there quite red. We 
here got some small fish like gudgeons, some bad 
small apricots, sour grapes, and apples and pears, 
that had just, arrived by a caravan. Here Gene- 
ral Saleh Mahommed’s troops looted five eamels. 

29^A. — ^Marched at daybreak; and shortly after- 
Avards saAV a curious stone on the hill to the left. 
At about three miles passed Sir-i-chushm on the 
right ; a fortified toAvn, Avith a fort in front of it. 
Here are three preserves full of sacred fish. - The 
name of this place signifies the ‘‘ head of the 
spring.” The road becomes daily more rugged. 

On our right Ave passed a fine fort ; called 

T 5 
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a Iialf iaiis. Tiie scale before proposed was, I 
believe, again to be brought fonvard: *Lady 
jVIacnaghten 10,000 rupees. Lady Sale 5000, Sirs. 
Sturt 5000, CapL and jMts. Boyd and family 
5000, &c. Tins scale is said to be prepared ac- 
cording to rank and means ; wliich I deny ; tbo 
other capti% es are not wealthy any more than our* 
scl>c3; and where the money 'was to come from, 
I know not. The Indian Crovemmeat, it is said, 
offered to ransom us for tlmt sum ; and I bclie\ c 
would ha’sc gUea more: but this seems to ha\o 
been a private and most zultbcrrdust arrangement. 

There is a report, tliat all Cahul is in confusion, 
and the natues fighting a^nst each other; and 
that our force has passed Gundainuk. 

28f/i. — AVc left our cacan\ping ground about 
two o’clock ; and reached Tarkhana between eight 
and nine. Had I taken the ride for my own 
amusement on a good horse, instead of being 
driven about as a captive on a sorry baggage 
yaboo, I should Iiavc enjojed it very much. The 
narrow vale v\c passed through v^as highly culti- 
vated; tlic fields divided by willow and jioplar 
trees, and the forts fxcijucnt- ^?car to JuJrah 
ttUc head of the spring) the scenery was jur- 
ticiilarly beautiful; the trees wcU ciumj)td to- 
gether; and the river, hero clear as crystal, 
rapidly fiewing to our left. The lulls, also, as- 
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sumed a novel aspect; having a foreground of lower 
lulls of most uncommon form. Nearly opposite 
to the town was a triangular one, sharp as though 
it had been scarped pm'posely ; next to it a semi- 
circular one, &c. ; with the usual chain of moun- 
tains behind. Juhraiz appears to be rather a 
large town, surrounded by forts. The scenery 
was varied ; but the land always under cultivation 
until we reached our halting ground ; where we 
bivouacked on the green sward, sheltered from the 
sun’s rays by a double row of poplar trees ; be- 
tween which rippled a stream that empties itself 
into the Cabul river, which bounds our resting- 
place on one side. This river is at this place as 
famed for its clear limpid waters, as it is at Cabul 
for its dirty hue, being there quite red. We 
here got some small fish like gudgeons, some bad 
small apricots, sour grapes, and apples and pears, 
that had just arrived by a caravan. Here Gene- 
ral Saleh Mahommed’s troops looted five camels. 

29^A. — ^Marched at daybreak; and shortly after- 
wards saw a curious stone on the hill to the left. 
At about three miles passed Sir-i-chushm on the 
right ; a fortified town, Avith a fort in front of it. 
Here are three preserves fuU of sacred fish. The 
name of this place signifies the head of the 
spring.” The road becomes daily more rugged. 

On our right Ave passed a fine fort ; called 
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Mustaplia Kliatt Ko KiHa. It was built by a 
petboa of that name. He is dead j but Jus sou 
lives there j a very gentlemanlike man, wearing 
spectacles. As we pas&cd be gave us nan (bread), 
and apricots prepared as a paste. 

We halted at Killa Naziri; eight miles from 
our last resting-place. Here our troops again 
looted two camels. 

30t4. — Marched at two, a. m., sixteen miles to 
Gurdundewar, on the Ilelmund. At &vtt wc 
passed through a narrow defile with a stony road ; 
after which the road ^vas excellent, fit to dri%e 
carriages upon; except in a few places where 
there were rather awku ard descents. 

There were three steep ascents; one of uhicli 
was very long. Very little cultivation ; and but 
few forts seen on our route. 

A man was met on the march, who said ho was 
a cossid from Ghuznee: that Uiat fort was in 
our possession; and that a force was to be sent to 
release us. 

Shortly before wc aniNcd at our destination, 
ten or twcUc Huzaraa were set ujwn by about 
300 of ourguard. They fired about fifty shots at 
them: killed one, wounded one, look two priaon- 
eri^ and some loot 

There arc two Yaghl forts hero: tlic rest are 
subject to iVkbar 
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. 30tJi . — Left the Hah-i-Baba to our left: there 
was snow in the clefts ; but none on the top, 
which is 18,000 feet above the level of the sea. 

We marched about eight miles to the foot of 
the Hadje Gurk pass. The road led the whole 
way through a defile ; at first very narrow and 
stony ; with a tributary stream to the Helmund 
occupying nearly the whole of it. 

There were several rocks which assumed the 
appearance of gigantic statues. One on the right 
representing a man seated on a bull couchant: 
another on the left, at first resembled a man 
clothed in the toga, standing on a pedestal. 
There were others, also, that it was difficult to 
suppose natm’al: they may have been ancient 
Buddhistic or Brahminic remains. After arriv- 
ing at some forts and two tombs near a ruined 
fort, the valley became wider and fertile ; being 
all planted with wheat, some perfectly ripe and 
some quite green. 

On nearing our destination, the valley again 
closed up. We came to a fort dilapidated, but 
still inhabited. Every breach in the walls was 
filled with armed men. Om* troops were drawn 
up in due form; om* two drums and one fife 
struck up; the bugle sounded at intervals; and 
the men marched to this discord in the most 

T 6 • ■ 
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appropriate manner; inYarlably missing both ca- 
dence ami step, imtil we arrived at our tents. ' 

Twice during the day’s march there were shots 
fired in front ; and much talk of battle, which 
never took place ; though each time there were a 
number of Huzaras posted on the heights, Tlicse 
men have been for some time past besieging the 
forts here. The damaged one has been partially 
rebuilt; and the one opposite to it appears to be 
in perfect repair. 

Our commandant is going with his army to 
fight: but I am not sure which side lie takes. 
There was a skirmish this morning; one party 
jwsted behind a sungah on the hill, which was 
forced, and tiie brav e troops fled. 

31st. — ilarchcdto the forts of Kaloo. J'oundtiic 
road bad and stony ; w'ltU constant steep ascents 
and descents, ikscended the Iladjc Gurk pass, 
which is 12,400 feet above the level of the se.i; 
the lulls harreu ; grain was cultivated in the bed 
of the valley, where a silver serpentine strcaui 
meandered; and the Iiay, freshly thrown into 
cock^ reminded me of England, "We crossed the 
riv cr twice ; and with difficulty conquered a steep 
ascent to the fort, near w Inch w c encamped, A 
report that Akbar has been fighting with the 
diicfs at Cabul ; and that our force must be at 
Bhoodkhak to-day. 
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Septeniher , — MarcliecI at dayliglit over tlie 
Kaloo pass. It is nearly four miles to the top of 
it. The road at first is narrow and j)rccipitous ; 
and for the most part little more than a steep 
path. From the top the view is very grand ; re- 
sembhng the waves of a very troubled sea, and 
composed of barren hOls of every variety of shade 
and hue. We saw Bameean from thence : but 
though a magnificent scene was before us, it pre- 
sented no pleasing objeet to those who expected 
to remain captives in that desolate region. The 
only plant here is the Koole-Hnzara, or Huzara 
Cass, a kind of furze that is veiy prickly, and 
grows in bunches: it is used for fuel. iVs we 
neared our destination (KillaTopchee), we entered 
a very narrow bnt highly cnltivatcd valley : the 
grain short in the stalk, but particularly fine in 
the ear. This day^s march was seven miles. 

3d. — Marched at daylight seven miles to- Ba- 
meean. The road -wild and uneven, with narrow 
paths and many ascents and descents. This valley 
is nowhere more than a mile broad ; but it is very 
fertile, and produces particularly fine grain. Plenty 
of beans and pease are cultivated here ; the former 
very small, the latter small and hard. The tama- 
risk and . barberry , -were abundant, and a shrub 
with yellow berries. We halted for a short tune 
opposite a fort, near which were many cows. 
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Here ^Te got some mast (curds), which wo found 
very refreshing. Lookmg back from hence, wc 
saw Zohak behind us, on a high point. At Ba- 
meean they refused to take ua into the fort; and 
W'C pitched our tents just imder the ancient for- 
tress and city which were destroyed by Jhenzhis 
Khan; when upwards of 300,000 persons perished. 
The caves, mins, and towers, extend for uiUcs. 
There arc two largo images wliich have been 
described by former travellers; opposite to tlic 
largest was our encampment. 

AVe had scarcely settled ourselves in the tents 
ere the General beat, in consc(][ucncc of the people 
of the fort and the regiment disagreeing : so wc 
went on about a mile, to such a >vrctcbcd fort, 
that wc asked leave to remain in tents ; which w’as 
with difficulty obmined: but the Ivlian said be 
would endeavour to get a better fort for us to- 
morrow. 

4/A. — Salcli Alahommed Ivluin’s lady came 
to visit Lady Macnagbten. She is young and 
fair, with a fat round face ; and comes from 
Loodianali ; where, it is said, she was a dancing 
girh Her information is, tliat Futtcli Jung 
is a prLoner, or has been put to death; his 
iluniJy, she says, are expected hero in a day or 
two. 

From tim 5th to the 0th wc made excursion# 
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to see the caves, &c. At first some clifiiculty ^Yas 
made : hut the General sent about thirty men to 
guard us tuid our pencils ; for several went intent 
on sketching. I only copied the frescoes that were 
on the walls and ceiling ncm' the large image ; but 
j\Ir. Eyre made some very pretty and correct 
sketches of Ghoolghoola (the ancient city), &c. 

dtk . — I have daily been begging hard for per- 
mission to go and sec the ancient city ; bnt am at 
last put ofi* by a direct refusal: tlic soldiers, it 
seems, are over-worked in keeping watch over us 
in camp ; and to relieve them we arc to bo taken 
into one of these horrid forts. 

We went to the fort formerly occupied by Dr. 
Lord. 

Long ago, to prevent a recurrence of disputes 
which had formerly arisen amongst us regarding 
distribution of accommodation, &c., we elected, 
by vote, a committee of three gentlemen, whose 
fiat was indisputable — Major Pottinger, and 
Capts. W ebb and Lawrence : the latter also im- 
dertook to be om: purveyor ; portioning out our 
rations generally with his own hands (servants 
being scarce), as well as the food for the soldiers. 

On om' going into the fort, the committee, 
having examined the miserable sheds built round 
the square of high walls with corner towers 
and a gateway, at first decided that the five 
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best Tooms^ or rather most convenient ones as 
regarded pri\ acy, &.C., should be destined for tlic 
ladies; and ne were to draw lots for tlieiu, or 
arrange amongst ourselves. Finally, it was re- 
q^ue&ted that the choice might go by seniority. Lady 
ilacnaghten of course had the first choice. I had 
the second ; and took a dark cow-housc ; the only 
light admitted being from a door down a long 
narrow passage and a hole in the roof. This n as 
for Sirs. Sturt, rayselfi the ayali,and the dog; and 
nas decidedly tlie best apartment there, to my 
taste. AVc soon &et to: and by dint of hard uorUng 
with sticks and stones, in which I bore my part, 
assisted by Mr. jllchillc until both of us got bhV 
tered hands, knocked t\\o small '\^iudous out 
of the wall; and thus obtained darkness visible. 

lOt/i. — ncrc fortunate in our selection; 
although our nightly \jsitant, in tlic shape of the 
largest bug I cr saw, was sufficiently disgusting : 
but Lady 3Iacnaghtcn, Captain and Mrs. Ilojd, 
and iirs. !Maim\aring, with the children, hul no 
rest in the three rooms they Iiad taken ; Inch all 
communicated ith cacli other. Tlicy had c.ipital 
shtAar all night: and in the morning got lca\c to 
pitch a tent at the gate, and reside there, 

— AVliea uc ncrc at Tai Klwaa on our 
VI ay to this place, a Sliwliec came to us ami 
said tlut there v\crc about fifty Ilindostanct-*, 
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amongiit our guartl, wlio were willing to join us ; 
and that Saleh jNIahommed Khan was a man who 
would do any thing for money. This was told to 
Capts. Johnson and Lawrence ; imd they agreed 
to sound hun on the subject ; which they did : but 
he laughed at tlieir offer; and pretended to imagine 
they were only joking. 

• This morning early, Capt. Lawrence came to 
ask if we Avould alloAV a conference to take place 
in. our room, as being the most private place. We 
assented. Saleh Mahommed Khan, the Syud 
Mortezalvhan, Major Pottinger, Capts. Lawrence, 
Johnson, Mackenzie, and Webb, assembled ; and 
our bed, spread on the floor, formed the divan. 
Here in the course of an hour all was settled. The 
gentlemen present signed their names to the paper; 
in Avhich Ave promised to give Saleh Mahommed 
•Khan 20,000rupees,and to insure him lOOOrupees 
a month for life : and that if the government did 
not . extricate us from this difficulty,. Ave Avould 
be ansAverable for the money. Thus they held 
the promise of fi.ve British officers as sacred. . In 
heading the paper, they insisted that we should do 
so in the name of Christ ; as rendering it perfectly 
binding. Saleh Mahommed declared to. us, that 
he had received orders to remove us farther (to 
Khooloom), and to set out that night : also, that he 
had another, letter from Akbar, ordering all Avho 
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Avere not able to marcK to 1)C put to death. Ho 
eeems anxious that ^\c shali not reeme any ncug 
from others; and had his two drununers 8C\crcly 
flogged, for telling us that the Kuzzdbashca witli 
Khan Shirecn Khan had risen against Ahbar, and 
that the latter had fled to the Koliistan. 

\^t1u — Saleh hlahommed Khan hohted tlic 
standard of defiance on the walls, — white, ^Yith a 
crimson edge and green fringe, i 

T^vo Huzara chiefs have tendered their alle- 
giance to Major Pottingcr; as also Zulficar Klun, 
the Kalb of the province, who, we heard, had fled. 
Another man has been appointed in his room ; and 
lias pmd 1000 rupees to Saleh jMaUommed for his 
appoiutiucnt : which money w as laid out in pur- 
chasing khcUuts (for the chiefs who came iu to us) 
from a Kaffila fortunately jiass'mg by. 

A rciiort that the Andersons, Tremors, and Bj- 
g^a^c liaYc got safe to our troops; but as this is 
coupled wth Troup’s having gone to Ghuznee, we 
fear it is not true ; more csjiccially as we are told 
tliat our force is still on the other side of the 
IGioord Cabul pass ; and the last accounts from 
Ghuznee arc, that Gen, Kott was one march on 
tlio other side of it, 

13tA.-^Alargo party travelling by, aupjwscd 
to he Uio Meet lladjc and his family, Saleh 
Mahoinmcd IClian determined to seize Utem. They 
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pulled tlie MooUah off his hoi’se ; who only proved 
to be a Sheikh somebody, a relation of the Hadjc’s ; 
so they were all hien quittes pour la pour, and pro- 
ceeded on their way in double quick. There is a 
talk of arming our men, if we can get muskets. 
Our valley is hoay almost hermetically sealed at 
both ends. Akbar is at Begram in the Kohistan ; 
the Meer Hadje and Zemim Shah Kbim quiet 
at Cabul. 

The jMecr .tUvhor went off at night with his 
Juzailchces; taking with him sundiy ashiu'pces 
wliich he had reeeived from myself and others to 
change for us. This is particularly inconvenient ; 
as we are about to purchase all the ottah procm'able, 
in order to lay in a little commissai’iat of our own ; 
and, if Akbar sends troops agiunst us, hold out till 
our o^vn people come to relieve us. We have ap- 
pointed Capt. Johnson our commissariat officer. 

Kurrim Beg came over to us, and Meer Hassun; 
and with much form and ceremony swore on the 
Koran to be faithful to us. The latter is the person 
whose fort Dr. Lord bmmt ; and on wliich sub- 
ject there was much angry discussion, pro and eon^, 
in the Indian papers. He offered his fort to us : it 
has a name, which the wits pronounce asfool-hardy ; 
and say it is synonymous with our attempt. The 
only persons who are against the measure are 
Gen. Shelton and CoL Palmer. As the latter has 
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already been tortured at GUuznee, be possibly feara 
a repetition of barbarity, should wc not succeed. 
The former says, we arc precipitating mattera uitli 
AXbar ; w hom he considers as our friend. I bclie\ e 
both ha\ e at length signed the paper. They could 
scarcely do less; as our signatures ere to exonerate 
the five officers whose names were supcrfecribed 
as answerable for the whole account, which wo 
were of course to pay our siiarcs of. 

I W'rote to Sale to-day ; informing hliu of our 
resolution to hold out till vre recei\ ed assistance, 
even should we he reduced to eating the rats and 
mice ; of which we Iiavo a grand stock. 

Idt/i. — Zulficar Khan, Sahuiud ICiian, and otlicr 
chiefs, joined us. 

It w ould he great injustice to 3fajor Pottingcr 
rot to mention the active ^lart lie took in alfairs. 
From his perfect knowledge of tlie Persian lan- 
guage, and his actiuaiutaucc v> ith Uic manners and 
customs of tlic people, lie well knew how to 
manage them, and lake advantage of thctHghtcst 
opening on tlicir p.\rt in our fav our, I lis coolness 
and decision v\ ere only equalled by the promptnt*s 
w ith which ho met the \> Uhes of the chitf* ; gU ing 
them larats on the neighbouring lauds, ennKiwcr- 
ing tlicm to receive the govcnmicnt rents, &c. ; all 
wluch documents, though he executed them with 
an air of great wmksccnriou and with the gravity 
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of a judge, lie well knew were mere pieces of 
waste paper : yet tliey had a magic charm for the 
time ; wliich was all we required. I had again 
an opportunity of ivritmg to Sale; as another 
messenger is sent, in case the first should no 
reach his destination. 

At night we were roused by the sounding of 
the cracked trumpet, and the drums beating to 
arms; wliich, in our yagld (rebellious) position, 
was a little astounding. It seems that a body of 
horsemen were hovering about the ruins near 
the images ; and were suspected to be some of 
Akbar’s troops. Saleh IMahomnied sent out his 
men in skirmishing order, or rather disorder: 
however, it answered our purpose; for, whoever 
they were, they vmde themselves scarce. 

15th . — A letter ivas received from some one, 
whose signature in cypher was not to be made out ; 
stating that all Cabul had risen against the 
Wuzeer ; that Nott’s force was at Maidan last 
"Wednesday, and Pollock’s at Bhoodkhak; that 
Akbar had fled to the Toba mountains towards 
Kandahar to the Ghllzyes, and Shumshudeen 
Khan to the Kohistan. 

Another letter came from Mohun Lull, corro- 
borating the account of the insurrection in Cabul. 
He himself had fled to the Kuzzilbash quarter 
with his family : Zeman Khan had fled to either 
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the Kohlstan or Kuzzilbash (quarter; and the 
Kuzzilbashes have taken a decided part In the 
buamcbS. A light force ia said to have been sent 
to our aid ; it is therefore decided that we arc to 
march to-morrow ; taking with us tvt o kunvalxs of 
ottahj which is all (out of four) that we can cany ; 
being ^cry short of cattle. This ottali was pur- 
chased by the subscription I before mentioned, 
16t7i. — Vf 0 marched to Killa Topchce on a fine 
sunsluny morning; which we hailed as .a presage of 
the future. We were not, however, withoutcon- 
gldcrable anxiety ; for oxu: present state w as replete 
with danger. We had every reason to bcUcvo 
that the Slecr Akhor, on leaving us, lud gone to 
Akbar, and rev calcd our plana ; and conseciucntly 
every man we saw' was suspected to he the acarU 
courier of troops sent to reebim us : and the cheer- 
ing hope of an escape w as considerably clouded 
before w 0 Iiad been an hour on the road. Thoac 
who travelled in kujavas, of course, could not kccji 
jKice w ith those who rode : our equestrian party, of 
which I formed one, had halted ; and, to screen 
themselves from tlio aun, Iiad token slieltcr under 
some huge masses of rock. Hero Saleh SLoIiotiuiicd 
Kluui came up to us ; and siicaking in Persi.m to 
CaptLaw rcncc^ told him that ho luxd succeeded in 
getting a few muskets; which, together with am- 
munition, lie luod brought w ith him ou a camch nud 
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requested tliat lie would ask the men, wliicli of 
them would take them ; it being his wish to form a 
small advance guard of Europeans, as a show. Capt. 
Lawreuee then said, “ Now, my lads, here’s Saleh 
hlahommed Khan has brought arms and ammu- 
nition for some of you: who volunteers to take 
muskets?” 

I blush to I’ecord, that a dead silence ensued. 
Tliinking the men might be shamed into doing their 
duty, I said to Lawrence, “ You had better give 
■me one, and I will lead the party;” but there was 
still no offer: and he told our General, that it was 
useless; and he had better take them on. It is 
sad to tliink the men were so lost to all ri 2 :ht 

O 

feeling. 

T7e encamped near the small forts. Here a 
letter rvas received ; stating, that on Tuesday 
Pollock’s force fought from mid-day to midnight ; 
and eventually forced the Klioord Cabid pass, 
charging the enemy as far as the hills north of 
Cabul to the Jurra Tunghce, leading to Tagow ; 
that on Wednesday morning Nott attacked and 
pursued the enemy as far as Siah Sung; that 
meanwhile the Kuzzilbashes seized the city, and 
partially looted it. 

Mahommed Akbar Khan and Mahommed Shall 
Khan are said to be — noiohere ! 

Sultan J an and Shumshudeen Khan had been 
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previously defeated at Jtijudau ; as also Sultau 
Aluned Kliau. 

Keports have just arri-v cd tliat 2000 horse from 
KliooUoom are following us up to take us thither. 

nth . — At two iu the morning we ucre roused 
by the arrival of a liorseman with a letter from 
Sir Riclunond Shakespear ; who is coming with 
COO Kuzzilbash horsemen to our aid. 

We marched eleven miles to the forts at the 
foot of the IGjIoo pass ; again admiring ilic silvery 
serpentine stream and tlic haycocks near it, ^Vc 
arrived at our ground at mid-day, and were sitting 
under the nails of one of the forts, shcltcnng 
ouTsclvcs from the sun until the arrival of our 
tents ; when, at three o’clock. Sir llichmond ar- 
rivcd; and was received, vvitli o/« exception, with 
heartfelt pleasure. That one, Gen. Shelton, could 
not forget the honour due to his rank ns the 
senior inilitaiy^ man *, and was much offended at 
Sir Ik not liaving c.dlcd on him ilrst, and reported 
lus arrival in duo form. Even were this a 
military duty. Sir llichmond was perfectly' ex- 
onerated in its omiission; for the greater jurt of 
us ladies and some gentlemen liad fic.vtcd ourselves 
w here ho njust jiass, anxious to offer our acknow- 
ledgments to him for his prompt assvaumcc. 

lie told us, that Gen. ^’ott luul gained two 
victories on the 2ath ami 30tl>, at Ghuzneo ami 
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Malclim ; and that Gen. Pollock had beaten 
Akbar at Jugdaluk and Tezecn. He also, most 
considerately, informed me of Sale having been 
struck by a spent ball without injury ; and con- 
gratulated me on our gracious Queen’s bestowal 
of the highest order of the Bath upon my gallant 
husband ; — a distinction, I believe, unparalleled 
in his present ranlc ; and therefore the more dearly 
prized. 

TVe now have accounts wc can depend upon 
of the position of our armies. Pollock is en- 
camped at Siak Sung; and Nott expected to march 
on to Cabul to-morrow. Akbar is supposed to 
have taken refuge in the iUimcdzye country. 

ISth, — We marched to Gund undewar over a 
very stony road, having a serpentine river on our 
left. Crossed the Hadje Gurk pass ; Avhieh is at 
tui elevation of 12,400 feet above the level of the 
sea ; but lower than Kaloo, which is 14,000. At 
the end of the pass, the river appears to gush 
tlirough immense portals of solid rock. 

During this march, many curiously formed 
rocks were seen at a distance ; one bearing a 
strong resemblance to a giant climbing up the 
precipice ; another, so perfect when near, as to 
render one doubtful whether the bull couchant 
was not the remains of -ancient Hindu sculpture. 
We did not fail to drink of the mineral spring 

u 
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as we passed it; and wluist so employed, attracted 
tlie attention, of a party of AfFghans ; to whom 
3Jajor Pottingcr recommended a hearty draught of 
tliia sparkling liquid ; which, however pleasing to 
the eye, is far from being so to the palate ; being 
very like ink. The grave Aflghans drank a f\dl cup 
of it; exclaiming, ^“^Shookr I” and ** Joor Ustie;” 
— praise bo to God 1 and they would grow strong 
upon it. They then stroked down their beards; and 
wended their way with great satisfaction, TIic 
latter part of our road lay among a iiarrow path, 
on cither side of a tributary stream, bounded by 
sv bigli and precipitous range of slatcstono rocks. 
AVc soon came to the Ilehnund; which we crossed, 
and encamped on its bank. Nearly opposite to us, 
a part of the rocks presented the fonu of a seated 
figure ef Boodh. 

lOt/j, — We marched two hours before day- 
light, and crossed tlic Onai Kotul ; a succession of 
ascents and descents, aivd some of them very 
steep, ending in n defile: after which the road 
^Ya 3 very stony. The grain was still green in 
many jiarts ; but some of it was not only cut hut 
carried away. We passed Killa Otiai, Juila 
v^Suffard, and Julia Mustapba Ivliau ; at llio latter, 
breakfast was prepred ; — nan (njvtivo sweet 
cakes) and tea for all who choic to partake of it 
tfnjHumnt. The proprietor of this fort is a friend 
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of Saleh Maliommed Khan’s ; and had given us 
bread and preserved fruit as we passed before.* 
From hence we went on to Sh-i-Chuslun ; and 
diverged from the road to see the preserve of fish 
there. I asked the name of the fish ; but all they 
Imew was that they were fish ; that they were held 
sacred, and fed ; and that any one who caught, or 
even touched, one would die shortly afterwards. 
The streams were very clear, and the fish innu- 
inerable. Four miles from this place we took up 
our old ground luider the poplar trees at Tarkhana. 
We were not yet considered as safe even here, 
and Sir Richmond Shakespear felt much anxiety 
at not receiving any accounts of troops coming 
to om: aid ; as he had written to Gen. Pollock to 
send a brigade to meet us. As Sultan J an was 
believed to be hovering near, there Averc some 
thoughts of our going into a fort : however it was 
decided that we should remain in our tents. 

We had proceeded but a short way on our 
jom’ney, when a horseman arrived Avith a note in- 
forming us, that Sale was close at hand Avith a 
brigade. I had had fever hanging about me for 
some days ; and, being scarce able to sit on my 
horse, had taken my place in a kujava ; the horrid 
motion of Avhich had made me feel ten times worse 
than before I entered it. But this news renovated 
my strength. I shook off fever and all ills; and 
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mxiou^ly 'iwaited hxs arrival, of ‘which a cloud of 
dust the forerunner Gen Kott ivaa near 
XJrghundec, and cocLcquently clo'«e to us , and 
Gen Pollock req^ucsted he would send a brigade 
to our laaistance This he refu ed, much to the 
disgust of his officers, alleging that lua troops were 
fatigued On this, Gen Pollock sent Sale with 
a brigade, at a few hours’ notice He left Si ih 
Sung two miles east of Cabul , and made a forced 
march on the 19 th (hia sixtictli birthdiy) to Ur- 
ghundec be baited tberc that night , ind on the 
following morning left lus camp standing, and 
marched to meet ua At the pass near Koto ^Vsh- 
ruircc he left Ins infantry to hold the position, and 
proceeded at the head of the 3rd dragoons A 
pirty of Sultan Jan's men ucrc in this neigh- 
bourhood, ind some ICoUics m the immediate m- 
cimty \\ ere dn> cn off by the Juxadchcc'* Had we 
not rcceiMHl as«i5,tancc, our recapture was certam 
but as It was, they darctl not attack the force tht^ 
saw It 13 imi>o-N-ible to c^pre^s our feelings on 
Sale’s approaclu To in> daughter and mjtclf 
liappmcas 60 long del i} ed, as to he almost un- 
expected, was actually p.imful, and accotujiaiuod 
by a cliokmg sc^l^at^on, which could not obtain 
the relief of tears. AVlicn we am>cd where the 
infmliy were \>05tcil, thc> chccrctl all the c iptnts 
IS tUt) jKiss ed them , and the unu of the i 1th 
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pressed forward to welcome us iudividuall}'. Most 
of the ineu had a little word of hearty congratula- 
tiou to offer, each iu his own style, on the restora- 
tion of lus colonel’s wife and daughter : and then 
my liighly-wrought feelings found the desired 
relief ; and I could scarcely speak to thank the 
soldiers for them sympathy, whilst the long Avith- 
held tears now found their coimse. On aiTiving at 
the camp, Capt. Backhouse fired a royal salute 
from his mountain train guns : and not only our 
old friends, but all the ofllcers in the party, came 
to offer congratulations, and welcome our return 
from captivity. ^ 

215 ^. — ^We marched to Ealla Kazee ; and great 
Avas the contrast of om* present happiness and com- 
fort, compared Avith Avhat omr state had been, when 
Avc last bivouacked under the trees at tliis place. 
The obnoxious fort Avas deserted ; but the troops 
obtained forage there ; and the place Avas destroyed 
by fire : as also a fort of Sultan Jan’s. But guards 
were sent to the Kuzzdbash forts near us, to 
protect the property of our friends. A reward 
has been offered for Capt. Bygrave, and it is sup- 
posed he will be brought in to us shortly. At 
three o’clock we resumed our march to Cabul ; 
and passed through the great bazaar ; where the 
shops were shut, and all looked very desolate, and 
unlilce the busy city it Avas when we were here last 

u 3 
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year, aod the inJiabitants found their trade prosper 
under our rule. TTe were greeted, on our arrival 
at the camp at Siah Sung, with a salute of twenty- 
one guns. 

And now my Notes may end. Any further 
journals of mine can only be interesting to those 
nearly connected to me. 
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On the 20th of October, the Envoy wrote to 
Sir Alexander Burnes, in consequence of inform- 
ation he had received from Capt. Trevor, which 
indicated an unquiet state of feeling among the 
people of Cahul. But Sir A. Burnes, on whom 
the intelligence department devolved, assured him 
that Trevor must be mistaken ; as he knew no- 
tliing of any meditated rising of the people : and 
that all was as it ought to bo. Notwithstanding 
this, Trevor assured the Envoy that a number of 
Ghilzye chiefs had left Cabul for hostile purposes. 

On the 1st of November, Sir A. Burnes con- 
gratulated Sir William on the prospect of soon 
leaving Cabul in a perfect state of tranquillity. 
We might attribute his anxiety to calm the En- 
voy’s mind, by assm’ances of the peaceful feelings 
of the people of the country, to anxiety on his 
part to succeed to the situation to be vacated by 
Sir William : but it appeared questionable whether 
he would permanently have done so ; as Col. 
Sutherland had, it was said, been nominated for 
the appointment. 

u 4 
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Xhere can bo no doubt, from what we Iux\c 
since licard from tlio -Vifgliaas, tlrat Sir Ji. Bumca 
\yrotc to Sir 'William Jklacnagbtcn for a regiment: 
and that no md was given, citlicr to him or Trc>or, 
Anquctil or ISIackcnzie, is ^vcU kno^>u. 'Wlicrc 
tlie blame rests, it is not for J7ie to determine. 


Xot only did Taj ilabommcd Klum, but also 
tlic Naib Simreef, warn Sir illcxaudcr. The latter 
was very intimate itii him ; and they n ere both 
well known to most of those otScers n ho at all 
associated "ivith the AlFghan gentlemen. 

^Mention is made of the Naib In one of the 
Bombay papers ; in which he is represented as a 
yery rc»j)cctablc iier^on, — a Nalb in Ca])t. Jolui- 
bon’s office. IChan Shircen IGun is the Ijc.id of the 
Kuzzilhabiics ; and IMaliounucd Shurcef os his 
Nalb, or the go\ cnior under him ; — a nun of large 
estates ; nlio, from his adherence to our cause, has 
liad to fly Ills country, ^\ith what little he could 
sa\e; but lc.i%lng landed projicrty, worth abo\c 
two Likhs of rujiccs, to the mercy of liis enemies, 
the Barukzjcs. Xalb Shureef jjaid a large euiii 
for the intennent of the bodies of Bunics and his 
brother. It was asserted tliat lie was decched, but 
his intention was cqu.illy good. After the rctura 
of the BritUh forte to Cabul, tlic boJiu ittni 
reiuterred. 
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Taj jMahonimcd Kliaii and Naib Sluirccf have 
both paid every attention in their power to the 
hostages, left in Cabnl ; and, as far us regards 
j\Xrs. Sturt and myself, they sent us, whenever 
they could obtain a secret conveyance, various little 
comforts. Tea, sugar, stockings, gloves, and money 
we received ; and much, which they sent, never 
reached us. 

Taj j\Iahommcd Khan is the son of Gholam 
jMahommed EJian ; who formerly assisted Shah 
Shoojah in his fruitless attempt to gain the 
throne. His family were long the hereditary 
Wuzeers of the country. That family are so in- 
fluential, that they can hold their ground with all 
parties. We leave him in the Wuzeerat. Jan 
Fishan Khan is now, as he says, only the poor 
Syud Mahommed. Two of his brothers have 
fallen in battle ; one son was bmait alive, when a 
child : another has had his throat cut ; though he 
begged hard for life, stating that he was a little 
child, and never could have harmed any one. The 
wretched father, with the remnant of his family, 
accompanies us to India. He never was rich. 
He possessed lands in the Pughman valley; a 
fertile vale, with magnificent vineyards and or- 
chards. Despoiled of them, he is aU but a beggar ; 
but looks for the favourable consideration of the 
Government of India. 

D 5 
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A trifling ^ubacnption \\as raised by Sale and 
some officers^ to enable lum to purcliasc camels, 
&.C., that he and his family might tia\cl with us. 


In the absence of actual returns, I behc\c that 


the force, which 
follows : — 

left 

Cabul, was ucarlj 

os 

4 Uor&e Artiilcay guns. 


, 4th Local Horse - 

70 

1 ilountam Tram do 


Em oy’s Escort - 

ro 

Bengal Sappers S. Mmers 20 

2ad Shah s Cavalry 

500 

Shah Shoojoh'sdo - - 

250 

Half JlTountatn Tram - 

JO 

Queen’s 44th 

600 

5tU N I - 

700 

} Troop 11 A 

SO ! 

37th Do. - 

600 

5th Cavalrj 

260 1 

1 54th Do - - - 

(mO 

Ist Local Ilopsc - 

70 ' 

' 6th Shah s - 

600 


At the last stand, on the lull at Quudainuk, 
there remained — 

20 Officers I 4 or 5 Sipaiecs 

50 men of the 54th I 500 Camp ibUowcr^ 

6 of the Uorse ArtiWcr^’ j 

AmDu;:;»t them oU about muskets. 

In reading oicr these Notes I bchcic I ha\t 
not done justice to some of the mui who Mere our 
fcllou -captii cs. Tlic iLij after tlut on uliich 
Saleh ^Lihouimcd lvh.m oflVrcd them the amts, 
a lew lucu of the artillery, and perhips 
half a dozen oUitrs, Asked for and obtained them 
Suortls i\ere thfiicult to procure for the oflttcw. 
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Lieut. Eyre, not being able to got one, took a 
musket; ^Ybicl^ was very troublesome and heavy; 
as, from the wound he received at Cabul, he has 
lost the use of one hand. 

It is now said, that though we all at the 
time believed Saleh Mahommed’s assertion, that 
Akbar ordered the death of those who could not 
miu’ch, it is probable thattliis was a fiction. No 
one actually read the letter, that I can discover : 
and he probably wished to enhance the value of 
his releasinii- us. The order for our being sent to 
Khoolloom was read by several of the officers. 


Here follow copies of a few notes that have 
been recovered. The first is not dated ; but, if I 
mistake not, I have made allusion to the order for 
cutting away the weeds that grew on the ram- 
parts; lest they should facilitate the enemy’s en- 
trance into the cantonments. The Affghans had 
first to cross the ditch, twenty feet Avide. 

No. I. 

TO LIEUT. STOUT. 

Has the breast-woi’k on the Musjid been 
improved ? This Lieut. Sturt was to have done yes- 
terday. It must be, and as effectually as circumstances 
will admit, done to-day. 

U 6 
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The bridge at the rear gate does not seem to be 
understood. The planks must be alirajs kept readj 
to lay down. The breach of the captured fort ought 
to be strengthened. (The oSicer must be told, on the 
appearance of any people near it, to narn them oiT, 
and immediately let a partj fall in near it) , this latter 
does not applj to Lieut. Sturt. 

Can any thing be done to the magazine or other 
forts during this quiet day ? 

Weeds on ramparts to be cut. 

Af j dear Sturt, 

I send jou the abo\e for your attention and 
consideration, to do u hat 5 ou can 

Yours, 

(Signed) W. K E 

No. II. 

LIEUT STURT ImmnluUt 

My dear Sturt, 3 d Dcc^ 

On m3 return from the Euioy's I heard 30U 
had taken out a gun at the Bazar fort I hope then 
ti no nsk, although 1 feel rather uncas) about its 
ba\uig been done before the work for its protection 
was completed, but as it has been done, 30U must look 
to tlic work, and carr) it on without the least delay 
Sec that this is earned ou. 

Your\ 

(Signed) W. K E 

I was not aware )0U intended to lako it out, and 1 
hear the Brigadier was op^iosed to lU I hope, how- 
ever, for to-mghi the gun is soft . to lose it would lx 
disastrous. 
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No. III. 

My dear Sturt, 

It is deoiiiod too bad tliat \vc should sulltu* 
ourselves to be bullied in the way we have been to-day 
outside the Siah Sung gate, to say tiothing of j)eo})le 
being iired at every night eoming to us with sujjplics ; 
therefore it is determined that you throw up some 
sort of lleehe, or other work, to hold a do/.on men or 
so, which would keep these fellows at a more respect- 
able distance, protect our animals and camp followers, 
save our bridge, and do away with the necessity of a 
cavalry piijuet. If we iiave a (piiet night, the General 
wishes you wotdd plan out such a work on paper, and 
liave it marked out on the ground, ready for the ilOO 
Sappers and Miners to commence on the first thing in 
the morning, and lus many other workpeojile as can 
be got. The Brigadier has spoken to you about a 
trench across the road I'rom our ditch to the Captured 
fort. [^No. 1.] The enemy set us a good example last 
night. You must have thought it necessary when you 
went to it and returned this evening. 

Your’s truly, 

■Uh Dec. S p. M. Wm. Tiiaik. 

Another line for the last-named trench is men- 
tioned, which would be shorter than from our ditch, 
viz., from a barricadoed door in the old bazar near 
the S.W. angle. 

W. T. 


No. IV, 

My dear Sturt, 

In rear of the old commissariat godown the 
rebels have prepared a platform to-day, about twelve 
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feet by four Hay says they were looking at tliem all 
day from the Bala Hissar, that tbej began it at about 
one F u I and seemed to have finished it before dark> 
and left it then , and that they seemed to be trj mg it, 
by walking on it, before they went away , it seemed to 
be a contrivance for crossing our ditcb The cnem) 
appeared more numerous to^da) than for some da}s 
past. 

Your’s truly, 

(Signed) Wm Tir^rv. 

lOtA Dec 8^ F. M 


No V 

My dear Sturt, 

Have wc the means, bj taking the beams of 
some budding, of making a bridge over the canal? 
and how long w ould it take ? 

The guns, I fear, cannot cross otherwise, or the 
carnages for Uie bridge over the river. 

The scarping the bank of tlio canal would rcudir 
it practicable for the cavalry and baggage, and save 
sonic time How long vnll it take to complete the 
opening for the egress of the troops? Praj attend 
to all this. 1 havt. told Pottinger to ask for a guard 
to protect our part) , but the bridge might be prt* 
pared dircctl), read) to la) down the morning wc go 
Stud for the Sappen, and stc what )ou can do as to 
tins How mail) bullocks will be required to draw 
the carnagu to the nver? This wt muvt get av* 
distance to do just bcfori. wc march 

Yuuc 

(bigned) \V, K, V. 

(No daw, but, from the context, a few days pixriaa-* 
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to our leaving the cantonments, and Sturt making the 
bridge of gun-carriages, which was effected the day 
we started (the 6th of January).] 


No. VI. 

My dear Sturt, 

The General wishes to know what you have 
done about cutting a passage through the rampart for 
our exit ; if the Sappers are unable to do the job, you 
might have an European working party, if you will 
let me know the number you require ; and the work 
should be done to-night, if possible. 

Your’s sincerely, 

(Signed) W. Grant. 

30i/i Dec. 


No, VII. 

My dear Grant, 

A party of forty Europeans with the regular 
Sappers will do the job in about three hours : all 
inside is cleared away. 

I cannot help giving the \varning before doing this 
to-night. If we do not march to-morrow, we shall 
Avant a gun and a very strong guard, to prevent the 
Ghazeeas entering. 

Perhaps the General is not aware that about 500 
men were on the point of forcing the gate to-day, 
and, being prevented, tore up the remaining portion 
of the canal bridge, which noAV no longer exists. 
While giving this warning, 1 have ordered the work 
to be begun noAv ; therefore, if it is desired to be 
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stopped, send to me , if not, send tlie Europeans I 
am not answerable if accident happens, os I non wt h 
)Ou to tell the General that, in my opinion, no other 
than concealed measures should be used for lUOMtig 
out, until a few hours before that c^cnt takes place 
If we march to>morrow, it should be done or com 
menced now if not, it is my deliberate ad\icc — do 
not execute it, or you endanger cantonments 
Yours ever, 

(Signed) J L D Stuht 

Thursday, 30t/t Dec 181-1 

The dboolcy bearers just retunicd arc specimens of 
what can be, is, and will 'igain, be done b^ these men, 
if we place even the smallest unguarded confidence in 
them 


AVlicu Istalif WAS taken, tlie book of Gen LU 
plun^tont’d Ordera wii3 found tlicrt 

To eiiow how in vccurittlj it w la kept, I am 
told, by tho c who saw it, tlul the orders of the 
11th and I2tli wen, in'^erteJ before tho c of the 
lOtli of December Ihe book was made o\er 
to Gcnenl Pollock, and dots not u^ce with 
General Elphiustoue’s last memormda regarding 
Bngadicr Shelton , as he is tliere tliankcd for tlie 
Absistanec dwajs giscn b) him to General LI- 
plunaUmc. 
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TKEATY. 


Articles of the Treaty entered into between Sir 
William Macnaghten, Envoy and Minister, on 
the part of the British Government, at Cabul, 
and the Sirdar INIahommed Akbar Khan, Ma- 
homraed Osman Khan, Sultan Maliommed 
(half-brother of Mahoinmed Akbar), Maliom- 
med Shureef, Kuzzilbash, I\rahommed Shah 
Khan and Khoda Buksh Khan, Ghilzye Sir- 
dars, and the principal Chiefs of the Tribes: — 

1. Immediate supplies to be furnished to the troops, 
to any extent required, as also carriage cattle. 

2. The British troops to evacuate Affghanistan. 

3. An offensive and defensive alliance to be formed. 

4. The Ameer Dost Mahoinmed Khan and all his 
family to be released. 

5. His Majesty Shah Shoqjah Ool Moolk to have 
the option of remaining in the country as a private 
individual, to be treated with all honour and respect, 
and have a guaranteed stipend of a lakh of rupees 
annually, or, if he so wishes it, to be allowed to ac- 
company the British troops to Hindoostan, taking 
all his property and family with him, only giving up 
such effects as had formerly belonged to the Ameer 
Dost Mahommed. 
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lu the e^ent of carnage not being procurable for 
Ins familj , they are to remaio in the Bala His$ar, and 
be treated mth all honour and respect, and on the 
armal of the Aracer and all other Affghans im- 
pnsoned in India at Peshawer, the fonner are to be 
transported is itU safety to India. 

6. All the sick and ssouuded to be left under 
the care of the Sirdan at Cabul and to be treated as 
guests. 

7. All the ammunition, gun-’, and small arms, if the 
means of transport arc not procurable, to be made 
over to the Sirdars, 

8. All surplus property of officer^, for winch car- 
nage might not at present be procurable, to be left m 
charge of Zumau Khan, and he forwarded to India 
the first opportunity . 

9 No man to bo raolcsud on either “idc for fas 
actions during the war. Such chiefs as had stood 
stanch to the King to bealloucd cither to accompany 
his Majesty, taking with them all property, or remain- 
ing m Affghanistan, to he treated with e^ery respect 

10 Any British subject wishing to remain in Atf- 
ghamstan, for the purjioscs of trade, to be in no way 
molested. 

11. The troops atJcUalabad to evacuate tliat fort, 
ere Uic Cahul force comtuciices tU march 

Ihc forces at Ghuznee and Kandahar to (put those 
places as soon as the season would admit of thtir 
marching. 

12, Ihc Sirdars, Mahoniuicd Akbar Khan and 
Osman Khan, or any othir chiefs wishing to do so, to 
accompany the troops on tbcir march to Ptshawer, 

U. Tour hostages to be gneii by us for the full 
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performance of the above articles, to remain until 
Dost Mahommetl Khan arrives at Peshawer. 

[Capt. Trevor accompanied the Sirdars back as one 

of them.] 

llt/i December, ISll. 

On the ItZih, Major Pottinger was informed by tlie 
Euvov that he was to be a. hostage. 
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